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Temperature

Year May June July Aug

Statewide average

1988 | 659 | 745 76.1 | 76.5
202 B51 | T16 7959 NA
Norm | 60.1 | 69.7 | 736 | 715
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Highes! temperature

1988 104 on Juby 31 Dustin Koeopman of Koopman Hay & Forage Service cuts com plants for silage on

1% 103 ar land farmed by Doug Erger on Tuesday near Newhall. Erger usually only cuts about 10

Ol 13 on.July <5 to 15 acres of comn Into silage for feed for his livestock. This year, he converted 50
acres Into silage to feed his livestock through next year.
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2012 | 0 D | 4" NA
Highes! lemperalure

1988 104 on July 31

2012 105 on July 7 and 25
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By Orlan Love

e e The Gazette
T he drought of 2012 has ex
ceeded its 1988 predecessor
- in terms of both extent and
Precipitation - 88"
“This one is worse than 88,
(I inches) State Climatologist Harry Hillaker

said Monday

“You would have to
g0 back to 1936 to find
a drought worse than
this one,  he said.

Year May lune July Aug
Slatewide
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N 502 450 | 4.20 Hillaker said the Stunted corn plants roll their leaves in

: month of Julv, which  an lowa cornfield in a futile attempt to

Eastern lowa kirport (Cedar Rapids) 15 shaping up to be pratect themselves from the hot summer
the third warmest sun during the 1988 drought. benate Majority Leader Harry Reld announces to reporters on
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a1z | 196 | 12811.10° ] MA apitol Hill in Washington, D.C.. on Tuesday that he and GOP

ouse Speaker John Boehner have reached an agreement to

and fifth driest in 140
m“‘ vears, pushed this

lowa City Limatolo@s!  year's drought ahead “Heat makes droughts drier, and eep the government running on autopilot for six months when
1988 | 1.49 | 1.31 | 0.90 | 6.60 of the 88 drought, droughts make heat hotter,” said he current budget year ends on Sept. 30
5012 | 360 | 1.73 1026 | MA which has been the misery stan Brian Fuchs, a climatologist at the
dard for most lowans alive today. National Drought Mitigation Cen -
* Preliminary through Sunday lowa's worst recorded drought ter in Lincoln, Neb. ) Eld B“Eh“er al’lnoul’lce
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stopgap spending pact

- = Reuters move that could shifi
a WASHINGTON more of the reductions
" = Washington took some anto defense contractors
tentative steps toward It also Instructed agen
e confronting its looming cies to begin preparing
ATLANTA (AP) — It no gluten. Celebrities on  have a problem, said cording to the market fiscal threats on Tuesday for some across-the-board
sounds like an unfolding TV talk shows chat about  the Rev. Richard Allen, research firm Mintel. But  ith a deal in Congress  cuts
epidemic: A decade ago,  the digestive discomfort  pastor at Mamaroneck the best estimates are to nentralize the risk of The top Republican
virtually no one in the they blame on the wheat  United Methodist Church, that more than half the a government shutdown  and Demoerat in Con
United States seemed to  protein they now shun. north of New York City.  consumers buying these  that could upset voters ITPSS eutmh 1 deal to
have a problem eating Some churches even offer Or is it just another products — perhaps way  ahead of the Nov. 6 elec extend |~ermmL|
gluten in bread and other gluten-free Communion  food fad? more than half — don't tions. ___m, nment agencies and
foods. Now, millions do.  wafers. Faddishness is a big have any clear-cut reac- A White House official  discretionary programs
Gluten-free products “Idon’t know whether part of it. Americans will  tion to gluten. said it would shield U.S.  through March 2013
are flying ofl grocery there's more people get-  spend an estimated $7 They buy gluten-free military pay from auto calling a truce in at least
shelves, and restaurants  ting this or that more billion this year on foods matic budget cuts due to
are boasting of meals with people are noticing” they  labeled gluten-free, ac- » GLUTEN, PAGE 9A take effect in January —a » SPENDING, PAGE 9A
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Drought/High pressure dome repelling storms

> FROM PAGE 1A

this year's drought will
surpass that of 1988,” said
Fuchs, one of the authors
of the increasingly popu-
lar U.S. Drought Monitor,
which last week showed
53.44 percent of the na-
tion in moderate or worse
drought and all of Towa

In severe
Or extreme
drought.

The high
pressure
dome that
has repelled
storms from
the grain
belt has
actually
strengthened
and could
hold sway for another two
months, he said

l[owa’'s statewide aver-
ages for rain and heat in
the May-July period were
actually slightly worse in
1988 than this vear, but
the confluence of extreme
heat and dryness in July
amplified this vear's dam-

Brian Fuchs
Dhrowsght
Mitigation

Center

ages, Fuchs said.

“I think this year is
worse than 1988. My sense
is that it's a lot more
widespread, with smaller
sections of the state get-
ting enough rain to keep
crops in the good or excel-
lent category,” said Bill
Northey, secretary of the
lowa Department of Agri-
culture and
Land Stew-
ardship.

The week-
Iy USDA
CIOp report,
1ssued Mon-
dav, showed
46 percent of
lowa's corn
rated poor or
very poor, up from
40 percent the preceding
week, while the portion
of the crop rated good to
excellent dropped from
23 percent to 20 percent

“This drought is defi
nitely going to be worse
than 1988," said Solon
farmer Ed Ulch, 68, who
siarted farming with his
dad in the 19605,

Ed Ulch
salan

The hot sun during the drought of 1988 sears the leaves of a

suffering comn stalk.

While some of Ulch's
best corn “looks close to
normal,” some of it has
no ears, and in a 60-acre
river bottom field, “the
combine will just be push
ing over barren stalks,”
said Lleh, a district direc
tor of the lowa Sovbean
Association.

Similar magnitude

Dave Miller, research

sands of impressions for the fast-growing company's drive to hire 150 veterans.

Veterans/Tax benefits part of effort

» FROM PAGE 1A

of the No. 36 SealWrap
Cheviolet,

Meither car had a top
10 finish, but Marlowe
said the company is sure
that thousands of veter
ans saw the company’s
MESSHEe.

Using a NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series race to
deliver the veterans hir-
ing message wasn't such
a huge step for TMone
because it has sponsored
at least one car in all 20
races in the series this
season. Eight of them
were with Tommy Bald
win Racing.

TMone handles cus
tamer contacts for such
well-known companies
as Office Depot, Advance
Auto Parts and Time
Warner Cable with 450

emplovees in lowa City
and Des Moines in lowa,
and Spear Fish and Dako
ta Dunes in South Dakota.

As a business process
outsourcing firm, TMone
can do such customary
call center functions as
marketing a product
bv phone, but also does
more, including services
suich as inbound cus-
tomer inguiries and web
chats,

Marlowe said TMone
is passionate about hiring
vets because they tend to
have strong leadership
skills, a good work ethic,
and speak respectfully to
CUstomers.

Tax benefits from hir
ing veterans are also part
of TMone's rationale. The
Work Opportunity Tax
Credit to emplovers that

P

Bertha Domimguez prepares gluten-free dough at Pure Knead
bakery sandwich bread in Decatur, Ga. Sclentists suggest that
there may be more Cellac disease today because people eat
more processed wheat products than in decades past, which
use types of wheat that have a higher gluten content. Or it
could be due to changes made to wheat, sald the Mayo Clinic's
Dr. Joseph Murray. In the 1950s, sclentists began cross-breed-
ing wheat to make hardler, shorter and better-growing plants.
It was the basis of a so-called “Green Revolution” that boosted

wheat harvests worldwide.

hire eligible unemployed
veterans can be as high as
$9,600 per veteran for for
profit companies or up
to 86,240 for tax-exempt
organizations, accord-
ing to the [IRS. Marlowe
said TMone also sees the
veterans hiring credit as
a way to help cope with
rising tax rates.

Such extreme efforts
to reach veterans are
less unusual than vou
might think, according to
Shawn Hippen, business
adviser for the Job Con-
nection Education Pro-
gram, the lowa National
Guard’s employvment out-
reach program.

Hippen said many
veterans returning from
active service want to
pursue education to
achieve career goals, but

director for the lowa
Farm Bureau Federation,
sald the magnitude of this
yvear's drought is compa
rable to the droughis of
‘BE and ‘36

Hecause tarming tech
nology and practices have
evolved, “the only way
VOLU CAN COMpPAare across
time from one corn-grow
Ing era to another is by
looking at yield deviation

TMone

The Tommy Baldwin Racing team crew performs a tire change on the No. 10 @TMOne CRM R Hiring Veterans Chevrolet during
last weekend's Curtiss Shaver 400 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race. The car didn't finish in the money, but did generate thou-

they are still counted
among the unemployed.
Others aren’t anxious to
jump into the work force
because they have other
personal needs or goals
to fulfill that theyv've put
on hold.

Among 2,800 members
of the lowa Army Nation-
al Guard members who
returned from active duty
a vear ago, Hippen said
about 10 percent were
unemploved upon their
return to civilian life,

“lowa’s emplovers
have been very patriotic,”
Hippen said. “1 get calls
every week from employ-
ers say, “I'd would like a
guy to do this, or’l need
a guy and a gal to do this
and that. "
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from the trend line,” he
saild.

lowa's average corn
yield in 1988 was about 84
bushels per acre — about
one-third less than the
122 bushel per acre trend
line, he said.

This vear, with a trend
line of 176 bushels per
acre, Miller said he ex
pects lowa's
statewide
dyverage corn
vield to be
hetween
118 and 125
bushels per
acre, which
would com Dav
pute to about Lvwva Fa
one-third i
less than the
trend line.

The worst-case sep
nario, with no more rain
during the erowling ses
00, woulld be a deviation
Irom normal of between
A percent and 40 percent
he said.

Remembering 1983

Wayne Humphreys

62, who farms near Co
lumbus Junction, said he
thinks his corn will make
100 bushels per acre this
year, which is better than
it did in 1988. “All I had
then was hail insurance
s0 [ praved for hail,” he
said.

For Humphreys, how
ever, a localized drought
In 1983 was
worse than
elther ‘88 or
this vear.

“My soy
beans, at 35
bushels per
acre, out
vielded my
corn, at 29
bushels per
acre,” he
said

After a 20
VEATF SUCCESSION O mostly
zood crops, the drought
ot 2012 will remind farm
ers that “Mother Nature
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multi-front battle over
taxes and spending.

The six-month spend
ing extension, announced
bv Republican House of
Hepresentatives Speaker
John Hoehner and Demo
cratic senate Majorit
Leader Harry Reid, will
fund programs from de
fense education to medi
cal research at an annual
rate of 51.047 trillion, the
level specified in a debt
limit deal last vear

The full House and
senate would still need
to approve the measure
oy sept. 30, the end of
the current fisi
when funding runs out
Congress will be in recess
most of August and the
first week of September

If passed by Congrpss,
the deal for a six-maonth
spending extension elimi
nates one laver of difficult
vear-end wrangling for
Congress just after the
election as it deals with
the “fiscal chiff” of expir-
ing tax cuts, automatic
spending cuts, a debt
limit increase and other
fiscal deadlines

Economists sav Inac
tion by lawmakers would
unleash tax increases and
budget cuts that would
crush recovery and throw
the economy back into
recession next year.

Congress has made
virtually no headway
In averting the 5104 bl
lion in across the-board
spending cuts that loom
in January. On Tuesday,
Jeffrey Zients, acting
White House budget
director, took the antici
pated step of exempting
military personnel ac
counts from the cuts.

“The administra-
tion believes it is in
the national interest to
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Tactical retreat

Tl
I'fhe s1x-mionth spe

Ing deal marks a majon
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Hepublicans, who have
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deeper spending

larmely bwy Discal cons
tives, threatened severa
povernment shutdowns
and brought the United
States to the brink of
historic debt default

But this vear, with
presidential and congres
slonal elections looming
In just over three months
Republicans want to
avold a repeat that could
stir up voter backlash
against Kepublican presi
dential candidate Mitt
Romney and the party’s
drive to regain control of
the Senate

By immunizing Ci
Trgss Aedinst 4 = |'|I_I|-::,.--.'«. i
threat, Republicans feel
they can Keep the cam
paign focus on the weak
BConomy.

“That’s where Republi
cans win and Democrats
" said a Republican
House leadership aide.

But Democrats will
get to tout that they have
protected programs im
portant to their core sup
porters, including food
stamps and healthcar
programs, from deeper
spending cuts
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Gluten/1 percent have Celiac disease in U.S.
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because they think 1t will
help them lose weight, or
because they seem to feel
better, or because they
mistakenly believe they
are sensitive to gluten.

“We have a lot of
self-diagnosing going on
out there,” said Melissa
Abbott, who tracks the
gluten-free market for the
Hartman Group, a Seat-
tle-area market research
arganization.

Fads aside, research
suggests more people are
truly getting sick from
the gluten found in wheat,
ryve and barley, but the
reasons aren’t clear.

In the most serious cas-
es, gluten triggers celiac
disease. The condition
causes abdominal pain,
bleoating and intermittent
diarrhea. Those with the

ailment don’t absorb nu-
trients well and can suffer
weight loss, fatigue, rash-
&5 and other problems.

[t was once considered
extremely rare in the
U.S. But about 20 vears
ago, a few scientists be-
gan exploring why cellac
disease was less commaon
here than in Europe and
other countries. They
concluded that it wasn'’t
less common here; it was
just under-diagnosed.

More recently, a re-
search team led by the
Mavo Clinic's Dr. Joseph
Murray looked at blood
samples taken from
Americans in the 1950s
and compared them with
samples taken from peo-
ple today, and determined
it wasn't just better di-
agnosis driving up the
numbers. Celiac disease
actually was increas-

ing. Indeed, the research
confirms estimates that
about 1 percent of U.S.
adults have it today, mak
Ing it four times more
commeon than 50 vears
ago. Murray and his col-
leagues reported Tuesday
in the American Journal
of Gastroenterology.

That translates to near-
ly 2 million Americans
with celiac disease.

Celiac disease is dif-
ferent from an allergy to
wheat, which affects a
much smaller number of
people, mostly children
who outgrow it.

Scientists suggest that
there may be more celiac
disease today because
people eat more processed
wheat products like pas-
tas and baked goods than
in decades past, and those
items use types of wheat
that have a higher gluten

content. Gluten helps
dough rise and gives
baked goods structure
and texture.

Or it could be due o
changes made to wheat
Murray said.

In the 19505, scientists
began cross-breeding
wheat to make hardier,
shorter and better-grow
ing plants. It was the
hasis of the Green Revolu
tion that boosted wheat
harvests worldwide. Nop-
man Borlaug, the .8,
plant scientist behind
many of the innovations,
won the Nobel Peace
Prize for his work.

But the gluten in wheat
may have somehow be-
come even more trouble-
some for many people,
Murray said.

That also mayv have
contributed to “gluten
sensitivity.”
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