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Mg. PrESIDENT, MR. SPEAKER, MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS OF THE
UnNiTED STATES: '

The gravity of the situation which confronts the world today
necessitates my appearance before a joint session of the Congress.
~ The foreign policy and the national security of this eountry are
involved. | |
- One aspect of the present situation, which I wish to present to you
at t}I;iE time for your consideration and decision, concerns Greece and
Turkey. - i .

. The United States has received from the Greek Government an
urgent appeal for financial and economic assistance. Preliminary
reports from the American Economiec Mission now in Greece and
reports from the American Ambassador in Greece corroborate the
statement of the Greek Government that assistance is imperative if
Greece is to survive as a free nation. i

I do not believe that the American people and the Congress wish to
turn a deaf ear to the appeal of the Greek Government.

Greece is not a rich country. Lack of sufficient natural resources
has always forced the Greek people to work hard to make both ends
meet. Since 1940, this industrious and peace-loving country has
suffered invasion, 4 years of cruel enemy occupation, and bitter
internal strife.

When forces of liberation entered Greece they found that the
retreating Germans had destroyed virtually all the railways, roads,
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consideration the maximum amount of relief assistance which would
be furnished to Greece out of the $350,000,000 which I recently re-
quested that the Congress authorize for the prevention of starvation
and suffering in countries devastated by the war.

In addition to funds, I ask the Congress to authorize the detail of
American civilian and mihtary personnel to Greece and Turkey, at
the request of those countries, to assist in the tasks of reconstruction,
and for the purpose of supervising the use of such financial and
material assistance as may be furnished. I recommend that authority
also be provided for the instruction and training of selected Greek and
Turkish personnel. |

Finally, I ask that the Congress provide authority which will permit
the speediest and most effective use, in terms of needed commodities,
supplies, and equipment, of such funds as may be authorized.

[f further funds, or further authority, should be needed for purposes
indicated in this message, I shall not hesitate to bring the situation
before the Congress. On this subject the executive and legislative
branches of the Government must work together.

This is a serious course upon which we embark.

I would not recommend it except that the alternative 1s much more
serious. |

The United States contributed $341,000,000,000 toward winning
World War II. This is an investment in world freedom and world
peace.

The assistance that I am recommending for Greece and Turkey
amounts to little more than one-tenth of 1 percent of this investment.
It is only common sense that we should safeguard this investment
and make sure that it was not in vain.

The seeds of totalitarian. regimes are nutured by misery and want.
They spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife. They
reach their full growth when the hope of a people for a better life has
died.

We must keep that hope alive.

The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining
their freedoms. '

If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the
world—and we shall surely endanger the welfare of our own Nation.

Great responsibilities have been placed upon us by the swift move-
ment of events.

I am confident that the Congress will face these responsibilities

squarely.

Tae WaiTE House, March 12, 1947.
O

HARRY S. TRUMAN.
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