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“Yeg, I really went through the depression. kY story may not be so
interssting: to anyone elge, but 1'11 be glad for you to srite it.r

ne consyltant is er. Haymond Terver and be is being interviewsd at
his home, in & fashlonable aection in Washington, D. C. 1n appearance
he is tali and rather slender. Toough only in his early forties hiz hair
is showing & decided groy and his face has Lines in it thet are the result
of nuch ¢are and responsibility. rpe iz not 8 hanosome wen but has an
expresgion on nis face mpd ¢ peprsomality that Lomedistely inspires one
with confidence, His cenuineness and his afraple disposition have won
for him many Iriends.

kls home 13 medéern, ilth every comfort amd Sonvenience. ‘the furnish-
ings are of the best apd .wst lwmiricua with an absence of any diaplay of
wealth.

~1 7uess, in & vay," ne resumed, “the depression was a blessing in

aisguise for wme. It's an ils wind that oclows nooody any good, you know.
ui ecourse L relt like I was rulned at the time, but if the ¢rash had not
cana, L might have stilll been down in that little Souwth Seorglie town work-

ine for a small salary.
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"yohere were thousends who went down during the nanic - Loat Cortunes,
homes, business, and in fact everything. sSome have survived, and many
never will. .. zreat many wers too old to begin buiiding up again. In
the kind of work I'm in 1 heve peen in position to know some of the
devastating effects of it, and it certainly geta on your sympathy.

=1 puess you would say 1 an recovering fram it. when L say that
theugh, 1'n pot beaating, btut L'm deeply grateful for the good fortunes
that have cone my way. shem, too, L feel under mi'lnﬁt!.ns obligations
to some of my friends who heve helped me t0 et where 1 am.

“i had not accunmlnted B grent dasl at the tine of the panjie, but I
414 have asmme savings and & good job. ‘Yhat was the trouble, my savings
end my job went At the saue time. Now that was real trouble. Nobody but
oy wife and I Xoew Just vwhat we did go through.

"y was born and reared down in Laurens County, Georgla. o lived
there until the depressicn came on, except for about a year and a half
when 4 was drafted durine the war. Lt seeans pow that L have left Georgls
ror good. Out of o Tamily of seven there's only one left down there, 8o
i haven't much to o back for.

vl came from fine old ploneer ancestors on both my fatherts and
mother's side apd I owe mich %o them. 0o my father's side there's gulite
a bit of interestin: history. Since 1 have been here I fipd so meny of
my ancestors both in the Listrict mnd in Virginia, I've been makiog a
atudy of it. ¥y zreat-grest-srandfather was born in Brunsuick County,

Virginia, in 17865. He was s ¢aptain in the Var of 1812 and slso in an
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Indien war. He led the Virginia forces in 1830 which broke the South
Pampton Iansurrection, and ceptured the notoricus Hezro leader, Hat Turner.
e recaived a revcrd of 500 from the Covernor of Tirginia for this.

His sword belonge to = cousin of mine, dewn in South Ceorpgla. Ny great-
croat=prandnother, the fomer Hery Hanson of Virginia, was the great-
creat=granddavyhter of FPocahontes, the Indian princess. Ly grandfather
went o Virgioia down to Irvinton, Georgla, .ilkinmson County, and
thet's where ny lother wes born. e went from there lown to Leauwrens
County, met my cother, and they married, :

miy Tather was a ~“hermseist there for forty-rive years. He was,
besides that, a scholar of the highesst type. He wWes considered cne of
the beat read men in that section. I was coe of seven childrem. There
were aight but the first child died in infanoy. Ly childhood was not
vary different to tlat of other children. I wase't any better amd, I
suppose, no worse than other boys.

"our parents were good old-fashioned orthedox Dethodists. Father
was Ssuperintendent of sunday Scheol ond mother always tock the lead in
chureh affaira. Lyl they were strict on ws. Zwery Junday all saven of
us ware carried to chureh and Sunday Sehool. In the afterncons we stayed
gt home snd resd or sumeone resd to us. ‘Je were not allowed to get out
and rupn around omd play like they do now. And resding the funnles on
sunday wes unheard of. Times have certainly changed even though that has
not been & great while sgo. Ky wother changed, though, before she died,

for she was mich more lenient with the grandchildren than with us. Card

playing, dapcing, and drinking were things that we never saw in our hame.
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"1 gredusted froz hlgh school end them went to the % & I School at
Douzlas, Gecrgin. I didn't stay there long for I got into soze miachief
and left and went hame, I suess to keep from being sent. It wasn't so
bad. * erowd of us boys raided the pentry one night and got caught up
with. Thet was one time my daddy took iy vert. 55 a2 rele, 1 we got
in trouble at school, we 2ot in bad at home too. Thia was an excepiion.
inyway, he Aidn't mneke me o back. The next year I went to Tech. I
dfdn't 7o there but one year for I was crezy to zet & job snd go to work,

#The f4rst joo I ever had was in oy father's drug ;tnru- Then I
wrote insuracee awhile. I hed several jobs. I've forsotten just what
all T did do. Jmyway, leter on I mot on as bookkeeper et the First
Uational Sank. That was my first real good paying job. I had only
mysell to support them. I lived at home, so I began Saving Some monay.
I have been tsupht from childhood to put aside scmethlng out of every-
thing you make, a0 I have tried to live up to it.

"Thera's one thing that has been a lot of help and satisfaction to
me, #nd thet is my ability to wake and to hold friemds. A real friend
is certainly an asset. Of course, there are fair weather friends but
they are not worth considering. I know scwething sbout that kind too.

"I voluntesred when the United States zot into war. _hen I was
ersmined the doctors found me to have a alight leskage of the heart, so
I was not accented for oversea service, but was sent down to Cuitman,
Georgim, to serve on the local exemption board.

"That iz 2 fine plece to live, and I wede some steunch friends

while T was there. I ldentified myself with the shurch, ssng in the
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eholir, ond took part in all soeial 2nd civie affairs. . hen the Arsistice
was signed, I wes oflered & ploce in a bank there, so being without a
job I was glad to get it. I was in this bank for two years.

"During that tiue wany chenges had taken place in rmy home. Two of
my sisters apd two brothers bad narried and left home. Ly youngest
orother, who was a lisutenant in the Army, was located in Texas, so that
left only one sister with my mother and father. Father was not in good
health and mother had hed a fall which imjured her spine, so she was con-
fined to a rolling chair five years before her death. ; was really needsd
st bome and that worried me.

"One day I got a long distance call from Dublin offering me a job
back inm the First Hational Bank where I worked before the war. Lyl I
was glad, for while I had a goocd job there, I was needed at home. That,
I suppose, was the turning polint io my life. Hed I not zone back, the
depression wight not heve hit me S0 hard; on the other hand, I might not
be where I sm today. .fter 1 hed besen back in this bank awhile I was
given a promotion, and that, of course, carried with it & raise in salary.
I was still saving sowe too. I didn't invest it, but just hed it on
enavingas deposit.

ot long efter, wy mother died. This was the first death in the
fomily. It scened zo sad to think that of s family as large as ours, my
sister, father, and I were the only onss left st home. The other children
had s8ll moved away to other states.

"I married the next year. For awhile we tried to0 liwve at home with
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my sister and fathes., ‘ell, that didn't work so well. It seldom does,
yoi know; no house was built big encuch for two bosses.

" e moved out and besan Keeping house in two rooms apd & bath. We
didn't buy much furniture, just emouph to ket by with. e really began
at the bottom. e were content to live that way until I saved encugh
to buy us a permanent home. je didn' 5 stint curselves by any means,
tut we didn't spend money extravagantly. Our first end only child, Gloris,
waz born while we were living in these two rooms. Ve needed more room,
though, 5o we moved into a larger house and rented out balf of it. We
bowsht uws A second-hand T-sodel ¥ord coups. I don't suppose sny couple
ever started out life any heppier then wa, I wes making & fine salary,
had a growing savings account, and a host of friemds, and no serious
troubles to worry about. My wife is just the amartest, thriftiest
person you have ever seen. To her I owe a lot of my successes. She
is [ipe with her needle snd erocheting, and you never saw her idie. Zhe
mede mll her spending money that way. Even now since we have been in
.aghington she keepa it up. ‘nd her fruit esmke! Feople here rave about
it. She cooks sn epormous amount of it every Christmes and sells it for
a big profit. She ean't Iill all the orders she gets. IShe is very re-
sourceful and right now, if I were to die and not leave her s thing, ahe
would manege some way. One of my hobbles was gardening and it proved to
be m profitable one too. This plece we rented had a fine garden spot,
the finest im Tublin, so every onpe said., I worked in it early every
morning and in the afterncon srter banking hours. I sold lots of vege-

tables, =nd realized a lot on them - especislly the early variety ‘et



deacuTary -

thet brought a 2ood price.”

"You haven't forgotten the cabbage patch, have you?"asked Mra,
Tarver, joining us. "That played an icportant part during the depression.”

"Yes," said he, "Loulse called the cabbage pateh her own, and all
the =oney she tooK in from 1t wes hers. You have heard of XMrs. Higgs and
the cabbage pateh. Lell, the neighbors gave Louise that name.

ipe pmorning we three were ot the braakfast table when the phone
rang. It was one of the fellows who worked at the bank.

* tMarver, ' hw said, Thove vou hespd the newa®' .

nt hat news® Ho, I hoven't heard any news,' sald I. ‘shat's it all
abowt P

"iaell,* he said, “hurry on down and soe.'

"I you will excuse the expression, when he said that, the seat of
my britches elmost dropped cut. I felt like it meant trouble of some
kind. I had had a terrible feeling of unsssiness over the benk for scme
time. DSanks had been closing all over the country. lhere had been &
run on our pank sdue time previous to that, but we tided that ower, and
gince then it hea sesied stronger than ever.

"1 burried dovn and, sure encugh, in front of the bank, there stood
f erowl ol caployees, =5 olank expressions on their faces as I've evaer
seen. Tney were %00 dumbfounded to be excited even.

“yhe bank wes ciosed ana a notice to tlat erfect on tne door. e
stooa there just LlookKing at eacn other until rinaliy one said, "jell,
DOYES, 2ue8s we hod petter so on the inaide and aes if we ean find out

what it's all apbut. 41 muess ther: goes our jobs.?



- — - 1 - LN W T

LavooeTy !

“riot only my joo was in the balance but uy savings were =sone, at
least for the pressnt.

rfo one kmows, unless they hove experienced it, what it means to
work in a place under such conditions. Of eourse, thers were promises
that the bank would soon open up 2nd resune buziness and bezin paying off.
‘rnat geve the depositor scasthing to hope ror ats least., Lhe sad part was,
this was the stroonges. bouk in tols Town. Lo fact there had elready been
several failures, &0 this was alwost the cnly cank open Tor cusiuegs.,

It was = patlonsl oand too, 30 eveérybody thought their money was safe.

i@ worked on awhila. 'To be frank, I didn't worry so much about my losses.
i wes 30 coucerned aoout the other reliows. reoplé weare l0sing thoeir
homes and sume toelr saviugs of A iiretiuwe. ioe Sadoest part ol it wag to
88 W1l00ws whu pruoably nad been lert & Litule insurauce and had put it
Aali iz the bADK. sevple hAve A Teeling that all connected with a ban,
from Tone dire¢ters, president, on down te toe lLowest employee, ars Ta-
sponsible for a bank tailure apd that aekes you feel bad.

“shet do you think caused the depression”" he asked. vwell, almoat
everyone wili tell you sometulbc S1U18T8LT. USUALLY TU8Y wlli Speak Irom
& geuscnal standapoint. &K 8 Iarmer down in that section snd they will
say, ".he ooLr weevil'. yhe merchant wali tell you,inrletion in prices
during toe war snd tne Slunp bfollowing. the rlorids boom eventualiy
prought digsaster in that state. 1711 tell you more about that later. 1
hawen't toid you yet how the depression afrected me perszonally. ae

worked on 2t the pank trying tw get things in shape, with no hopes deep
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down in our nearts of ever opaning up egmin. ul course, wWe Couldn's
tell »oople On Ti@ outsice taat. 8 tried 0 Appear nopelul. Une by
one tney DegAn L8¥1lul OLI SMpLOYeSssS aRd L Lnew, Sooner or later, my
time wouid come. 1 dida*t worry very .uch right then because 1 was
young anpd, witn oy experiepnce amd standing in the town, 1 just knew 1L
would not nave any Troubie Setting work, L SOOD round out, TOOugn, 4
was aistaken in tnat.

“woll, Ly tuTu CRAce w ue LBla OIT. VR MYy 0eSKk One Dorning L Iound
& Letter to thet eizect. I course it read, "Hith npp:;nint-tm for my
wvaluable service, deep IeTret, oDest ishoes, eté.' 'HSut that didn't help
my reelings cueh. &y job was pone and my savings too. IZxcept for the
time L served during the wer, that was tue [irst daoy L was without a job
ginge 1 was just 2 boy. 1 wWent On Bund toe uvidéal The newd Lo Louige. She
WRAS OOT SUrLrised, Ier we nAd DLTL oBen eXnsécting it.

“p didn't Loge any tiwe worrying but 0t oy hoe Aand went to the
gardeén. Uk, Thet garden wa3d a LiTesaver o me in moTe ways than one.
Some way, ¥you can't worry spd watch things grow all at the sace time.

=1 don't resesber just how long L went without vork, but it seansd
a Long time to me. runas were gettliog algoty Low sut we saia nothiug
AOOUT 1%. Yy Lldea 01 stepuiue TiTot iows Anotesr job wAS erronscgus. Ln
normal times L could have, out then there ware no jobs to be had. of
eourse, L preferred wor: in oy Line sut Soun Saw L woula uo well to zet
a job at &nything.

~1 w=2s blezsed with friends and, evan though we were cutting Jdown

ax euses in every way and ocould not live az we elways hed, my trisnds
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ware 05 staunch as ever. 'Pney tried fto help me every way possible to get
wWoTK.

~a@® WOT@ 00OUDYing rour rooms then with & sath and w <itchen. e
were lueky enouzir to rent two of taose rouss out o = ecuple who wanted
t0o G0 Light housekeepins. ne rent froo those rooms, togzether with the
rent Crom the =spartnent already rented, took care of the reat, lights,
amdl water of the whole house.

viiken 1 saw theres were no jobs to be gotten in Dublin, o beszan look-
ing in other towns where L ithougny tpere were prospecis. Loon my money
was gotting 50 Llow L couldn't alrTord to take any nore trips in search of
auploynent, 50 L just nnd W ee petlent. inat is hard to do nnd 1 pot
awlfully blua too. _

"1 0t & temporary job in the office at the ice plant. Thet didn't
pay =uch but it helped & lot. & counted cur nickels too. rfall came on
and business rell off at the plent. I wmso't ledd oif,but & realized
they didn't need we but were just letting =e stay on out of aympatly and
1 couldn't stand thet 0 L sdmply gquit.

swyhen L was taken on as night clerk at one of the hotels. LI 1
badn't ned = fasily thet would heve worked ocut [ine until 1 could do
better. 1 =0t mll my oenls and a uice room and I was supnogsed to sleap
dyrin: the day. It didn"t say auch iz wopey and Xept ne away from homs
pracwically all the time.

v1t aloost never ralls, thoupn, that hard tices and sickness go hand
in pend, fnere was s terrible Tlu epidemiec and ioulise had a severe case

of that, rfollicwed oy snewsonis. L put her in the hospital apd for saveral
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days it looked as Iif :zhe would be taken Crow me. My frisnds truly
rallied to o¢ in those days. Part of the time Gleria stayed with me at
the otel, and friesds by the score offlered to keep her for me. Louwise
resovered but expenses plled up, for she ad to bhoave sood pursing amd
pourisient even after she wWes carried none.

"Just a5 1 was zetting in the dunps about a regular joo, L was
notified to report at onee, to act e assistant recelver lor a defunct
baniz in florida. They were Teelins the depression t]'.ﬂr:a even more than
we ywere in Georgla, and benks were closing every day.

g op bagk & Little in wuy story. 1 had a gzood friend, in faet 1
went %o scheol with h.u-r, B0 wa3s gsecretary o one of our United States
enntors Trom Georgin. Through her I wes fortunste enocush to geln his
friendehin end interest. 1 had my application and photograph on [ile
with the bonkins departient io Jeshington, and it was through his influ-
ence that this job opened up.

"That was a hapoy doy for us. Our friends didn't kmow i%, but I
didn't even howe anoush nones to toke the trip but I borrowed it. The
question was, koo wes the foaily to live wntil I =ot oy Tirst check®
Of course I ned to lesve than there until I ould pet sble to move them.

et ontt you worry,' ssid Louise, Tthere's always a way. Don't fop-
et 1 atill nave oy cabbaipe gatoh.'  (hat wes no joke elther.

*¥t was cirmeulous the gcoobape she did sell. . hen she couldn*d
gell thew she would swap them for other things she needed. oshe even
paid off her help witt cabbage.

"That wes & happy day for us all when I drove my old T-codel out of
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the yard headed for Florida. I lert Louise and the baby on the poreh
wWavTiLE AT L.

" oy don't look zo sod,' soid she, Ywe'll be down there with you
before you have time o aiss us.”

"#ron that day lifs hes been 2 different thine to me. I have worked
hard ana had lofts of regponsibllitiesa, tut fran m financial standpoint
it i:as been on the up--Tade. I don't wen at all that cur troubtles were
over. .e¢ hal to ueteh our expenses so close.

"7 soved my little foodiy, wlen I hod oseen on oy _1::1: juat two
months. ohe =o0ld out everything we had except her machine and the baeby
bed. e rented a musll house resdy furnished. Luekily we went down
pafopre the tourlst sesson opened up, 80 we ot our rent chesp, and the
seople we rented fran aidn't raise our rent either when winter came on.
Ay the way, wa rented o Jeorgians.

"8 soon oecarme estaiblished in the civie and soeial 1ife of the
tovn and soced our church letters, so it didn't tzke uws long to really
feel ot home.

".0 owed soue ollle beck home that had accumulated when I was out
of work, fnd as goon a3 poasible I began paying those up. It was a
struczgle tut we puld thes a1l vp befors we stopped. ~nother niafortuns
eese $o us. Our Pord vwes stolen from us, and not & penny of insuranca.
-8 did without a ear for awhils for we didn't reslly need one then
except 0T plénsure.

neat wes Tizht after the real estrte booa and the shole state was

in a panic. Hanks were still closins until it was hard $o st enocush
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receivers for them. Oh, we did work. Sapks in peighboring towns were
sdded to ocur work until we were liquidating six benks at one time, all in
different nlaces. I hed to have another eéar then but was lucky to pick
ug = mood used cer almost &t oy ouwn price. People had lost their cars
a3 well as their homes, so it was no trouble to buy a zood used one.

"Zomatines I would rde to ell six of these banks in one day and
when nizht eame I would be completely given out. I couldn't stop even
then, for there was scorcely & night that we didn*t "“ﬂf

"dne aerning, ofter rending Lis asil, the recelver says, 'Tarver,
pow would you like to 20 to Tirginia®™ I didn't snswer for a minute.

morogll. ? he says, *I'm zoing to liguidate & big sillicmairs bank
that has elosed itz doors, and you con come alomg, too, if you like.?

* o toure IVl so, =nd be glad to.'  Jell, we zade another move, t0 a
petter job and, of course, a biser salary. Ve left Florida tlough, I'm
glend to say, in better shape finaneially than we did Gecrgla. je were
out of debt and beginmins to save same money again. ir. Deapard, the
receiver, and his wife went on shead on the trein snd I followsd with
Loulse, 3loris, and his two children in the ear. & had disearded the
baby bed by this time 20 only had the machine to ship. Louise fust
couldn't pert with thet. e lived in Virginia four years, snd those
were Cour of the .oat satisfoctory yvears of oy life. e lhad learnad
about herd times to teach ws the velus of money, 2nd even though money
wis not so searee we still lived congervatively. Virginia people are

fine to Liwe =smonz. They were hoving fnilures there just as they were in
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Georgia and Florida, but they didn't talk hard times as much.

"One nicht after we hed retired, the phome rangz, and it was Lr.
Degserd. e hod hed 2 csll from the banking department wanting to know
if thay could vorrow me for two weeks. .e were surely excited over
thet cell and didn't sleep snother wink that nizh€.

mThis was ot the tice the Preasldent declered the moratorium. All
benks were closed, you peoember, for a short pericd of time, and only
those bapks found to be 1u -cod condition were allowed to re-open. ‘ell,
A nucdber of bangs recwined cloped, a0 many they dida't have sufficient
men in Jashinzton to look after them. [hat was why They were calling
Tor extra help.

“I want the next womiing thioking it was only temporary, but bhad not
been there two hours before I was asked how long before I could :nove my
family. w“ell, it looked like I was a fixture. I told him I eould not
wove untll June sinee wy little girl wss in school. 1 began work and,
when school elosed, my fenily .oved and we have been here ever since.
iy salary was wore than I ever hoped for and, sinece it wos oore or less
due to politiosl influepce, I felt a little insscure in oy job for a
while. I heve besn hers gix years now. Jor awhile we Lived in a fur-
nighed apartcent, but last septexsber we bought this home and furnished
it. his oroperty is a zood fovestsent. It iz 1o s secticn that ia
developing and will increase ic value all the time. I decided that I
wouldnu't pul all wy savings in the bank this time. I's earrying sood
insurance, =o in o980 Anytaing happens to me my facdly 41l be well pro-

tected. Ly home is wot entirely peid for but I have wsde g substential
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peyment down on it snd am peying the balance wonthly.

wiy job is purely politieal, and one never knows what might hepoen.
I enjoy =y work tut it carries with it many responsibilities and I work
hapd. I have a tresendous number of banks under my supervisicn. I em-
ploy eizht stepograshers and thio seeretaries. One offiea is in the
‘ashington wilding, just 2eross from the Jhite Howse. If you have tims
wiile you are Lere, come down end I'11 show you through the building,
prd olso the Treasury Juilding.

m3f course the depredsion cmde 2 decided dii‘fimn;a in our mode of
living. .e cut expenses doun to & minism epd, ir 1% hed not been for
Louisa's rescurcofulness, 1 don't know how we would have weathered 1t.

"1t did mot rmke eny .steriel difference in our friends or standing
in tke ocommnity. I had the confidence of every one and was able to
retain it. I have sowe Tine friends here in ..unhln,;_r,tm‘.'. It iz dus to
g me politieal friends thet I'o here. I appreclate thea, too. Thers
are 20 Any Georgians here that we have never lelt lonely.

“Pglitics is sosetiins timt I feel very stromsly but talk little.
1 think our oresent adiinistretion the finest and mest far reaching we
have ever hRod. o trecsetdous lot haz been done to help the country re-
sover Iroén the denression, sod here in sashington we feel ver: Zeenly
apy harsh epiticisma ol thoae in power.

"It is a crent thin- to be here in the ;iﬂﬂy-aﬂ-muﬂ ot soustlines
I et tired of it all ond :dsh I could ret out in my gerden back dovn in

Georcin, ond Louise says she 1ill never cesmse to miss her eavbage poteh.”

H
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