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“Liberty Under the Law” - Sen. Warren G. 
Harding’s Speech, July 22, 1920

Sen. Warren G. Harding’s Speech to Americans about their 
“Liberty Under the Law”

My countrymen, the menacing tendency of the present day is not chargeable wholly to the unsettled and 
feverish conditions caused by the war. The manifest weakness in popular government lies in the temptation 
to appeal to group citizenship for political advantage. There is no greater peril. The Constitution  
contemplates no class and recognizes no group. It broadly includes all the people with specific recognition 
for none, and the highest consecration we can make today is a committal of the Republican party to that 
saving constitutionalism which contemplates all America as one people and holds just government free 
from influence on the one hand, and unmoved by intimidation on the other.

It would be the blindness of folly to ignore the activities in our own country which are aimed to destroy our 
economic system and to commit us to the colossal tragedy which has both destroyed all freedom and made 
Russia impotent. This movement is not to be halted in throttled liberties. We must not abridge the freedom 
of speech, the freedom of press, or the freedom of assembly, because there is no promise in repression. 
These liberties are as sacred as the freedom of religious beliefs, as inviolable as the rights of life and the 
pursuit of happiness. We do hold to the right to crush sedition, to stifle a menacing contempt for law, to 
stamp out a peril to the safety of the Republic or its people when emergency calls, because security and 
the majesty of the law are the first essentials of liberty. He who threatens destruction of the government by 
force, or flaunts his contempt for lawful authority, ceases to be a loyal citizen and forfeits his right to the 
freedom of the Republic.

Let it be said to all of America that our plan of popular government contemplates such orderly changes as 
the crystallized intelligence of the majority of our people think best. There can be no modification of this 
underlying rule, but no majority shall abridge the rights of a minority. Men have a right to question our  
system in fullest freedom. But they must always remember that the rights of freedom impose the  
obligations which maintain it. Our policy is not of repression. But we make appeal today to American  
intelligence and patriotism, when the Republic is menaced from within, just as we trusted American  
patriotism when our rights were threatened from without.

We call on all America for steadiness, so that we may proceed deliberately with the readjustment which 
concerns all the people. Our party platform fairly expresses the conscience of Republicans on industrial 
relations. No party is indifferent to the welfare of the wage earner. To us, his good fortune is of deepest 
concern, and we seek to make that good fortune permanent. We do not oppose, but approve, collective 
bargaining, because that is an outstanding right, but we are unalterably insistent that its exercise must not 
destroy the equally sacred right of the individual in his necessary pursuit of a livelihood. Any American has 
the right to quit his employment, so has every American the right to seek employment. The group must 
not endanger the individual, and we must discourage groups preying upon one another. And none shall be 
allowed to forget that government’s obligations are alike to all the people.
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Language Proclamation Correspondence #1, 
June 1, 1918

Mattadiess, L.A., 1 June 1918. Courtesy of State Histoical Society of Iowa



Language Proclamation Concern Letter #2, 
June 3, 1918

“Letter from Mayor Maurice W. Colbert C.A. to Iowa Governor W.L. Harding,” 3 June 1918. Courtesy of 
State Historical Society of Iowa



Language Proclamation Concern Letter #3, 
June 6, 1918

Gavert, C.A., 6 June 1918. Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa



Letter from President Woodrow Wilson to the 
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“Loyalty” - A Speech by the American Ambassador to Germany, 
1918 (Pt. 1)
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“Loyalty” - A Speech by the American Ambassador 
to Germany, 1918 (Pt. 2)

“Loyalty”
Ambassador James W. Gerard’s warning to German Americans, 

“Every citizen must declare himself American -- or traitor!”

I know that it is hard for Americans to realize the magnitude of the war in which we are involved. We 
have problems in this war no other nations have. Fortunately, the great majority of American citizens of 
German descent have, in this great crisis of our history, shown themselves splendidly loyal to our flag. 
Everyone had a right to sympathize with any warring nation. But now that we are in the war there are 
only two sides, and the time has come when every citizen must declare himself American -- or traitor!

We must disappoint the Germans who have always believed that the German-Americans here would 
risk their property, their children’s future, and their own neck, and take up arms for the Kaiser. The 
Foreign Minister of Germany once said to me “your country does not dare do anything against 
Germany, because we have in your country 500,000 German reservists who will rise in arms against 
your government if you dare to make a move against Germany.” Well, I told him that that might be so, 
but that we had 500,001 lamp posts in this country, and that that was where the reservists would be 
hanging the day after they tried to rise. And if there are any German-Americans here who are so 
ungrateful for all the benefits they have received that they are still for the Kaiser, there is only one 
thing to do with them. And that is to hog-tie them, give them back the wooden shoes and the rags they 
landed in, and ship them back to the Fatherland.

I have travelled this year over all the United States. Through the Alleghenies, the White Mountains, 
and the Catskills, the Rockies and the Bitterroot Mountains, the Cascades, the Coast Range, and the 
Sierras. And in all these mountains, there is no animal that bites and kicks and squeals and scratches, 
that would bite and squeal and scratch equal to a fat  
German-American, if you commenced to tie him up and told him that he was on his way back to the 
Kaiser.
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