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Rural and micropolitan income growth flat last year.  
Metropolitan incomes high and growing. 

 
Rural Iowa 

• $53,410 per household in 2016. 
• Stable since 2015, but up ↑4.6% from 2012.   

 

Micropolitan Iowa 
• $51,710 per household in 2016. 
• Up ↑0.6% from 2015, up ↑6.4% since 2012.   

 

Metropolitan Iowa 
• $61,213 per household in 2016.   
• Up ↑3.1% from 2015, up ↑6.7% since 2012.   

 

 
U.S. Average: $57,620 in 2016, up ↑2.1% from 2015, up ↑7.4% from 2012. 

Source: Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau 
 

Median Household Income and Change by County 

 
 

Household income includes wages, self-employment, capital gains, and transfers  
(retirement, Social Security, and welfare). 

 

Household Incom
e 
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Most non-metropolitan jobs are in the services sector.  
Goods-producing jobs rebounding from the recession. 

Government jobs in decline. 
 
Professional-Related Services (private) 

• 29.4% of jobs in 2016 (vs. 41.6% in metros). 
• Up ↑0.3% from 2015, but down ↓3.5% since 2012. 
Includes professional, finance, real estate, telecom, business, and health services. 

 
Personal-Related Services (private) 

• 25.5% of jobs in 2016 (vs. 28.1% in metros).  
• Up ↑1.2% from 2015, up ↑2.5% since 2012. 
Includes entertainment, recreation, lodging, food, and personal services, plus retail trade. 

 
Goods-Producing (private) 

• 23.1% of jobs in 2016 (vs. 15.3% in metros).  
• Stable since 2015, up ↑4.9% from 2012. 
Includes manufacturing and construction. 

 
State and Local Government (includes public education) 

• 12.4% of jobs in 2016 (vs. 13.2% in metros).  
• Stable since 2015, but down ↓1.3% from 2012. 
Includes state agencies, city and county government, and public education (K-12 to higher education). 

 
Farm 

• 9.6% of jobs in 2016 (vs. 1.9% in metros).  
• Down ↓1.0% from 2015, but up ↑2.2% since 2012. 
Includes farm proprietors and farm workers. 

 
 

 
Source: Regional Economic Accounts, U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis 
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