DROUGHT

Temperature
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Eastern lowa Airport

(Cedar Rapids) average

1988 | 64.6 | 728| 77.3 | 759
2012 | 65.2 | 71.7 1793 | NA

90+ days
1988 | 1 12 | 18 | 14
2012 | 1 6 | 19° | NA
100+ days

1988 | 0 | 2 | 3 | 4
20121 0 | 0 | 2* | NA

Jim Sloslarek The Garette
Dustin Koopman of Koopman Hay & Forage Service cuts corn plants for silage on
land farmed by Doug Erger on Tuesday near Newhall. Erger usually only cuts about 10
to 15 acres of com into silage for feed for his livestock. This year, he converted 50
acres Into silage to feed his livestock through next year.

Highes! temperalure
1988 104 on July 31
2012 103 on July 25

lowa City average
1988 | 665 | 759 | 80.2 | 79.3

. ]
o012 | 66.4 | 73.1 (82.1°] NA
G0+ days
1988 | 2 | 19| 24 | 16
2012 | 3 g | 19 | NA ,

100+ days

1988 | 0 4 | 4 | 9 b+
2012 1) 0 4* | NA

Highest lemperature

1988 104 on July 31

2012 105 0n July 7 and 25

* Prebminary through Sunday

ST |-. State Chmatologest Garelt '!f.rlm :;?:!
LY TN oy T he drought of 2012 has ex
ceeded 1ts 1988 predecessor
: in terms of both extent and
Pmipitatin“ !-'-t"".'t'I"I [y, ] . 3
“This one is worse than '88,
(In inches) State Climatologist Harry Hillaker

said Monday.
“You would have to
g0 back to 1936 to find

Year May Jume July Aug
Statewide

1988 | 1.75 | 1.72| 2.23 | 4.22 a drought worse than

2012 | 351 | 299]1.15*| NA this one,” he said. The Gazeite

Norm | 456 | 5021 450 | 4.20 Hillaker said the Stunted corn plants roll their leaves in
; month of July, which  an lowa comnfield in a futile attempt to

Eastern lowa Airport (Cedar Rapids) 1s shaping up to be protect themselves from the hot summer

1988 | 0.97 | 1.42 | 052 | 547 the third warmest sun during the 1988 drought.

2012 1 196 | 128)11.10"| NA and fifth driest in 140

vears, pushed this

lowa City Lhmatologst  year's drought ahead “Heat makes droughts drier, and

1968 | 1.49 | 1.31| 0.90 | 6.60 of the "88 drought, droughts make heat hotter,” said

2012 | 380 | 1731026°| NA which has been the misery stan- Brian Fuchs, a climatologist at the
dard for most lowans alive today. National Drought Mitigation Cen-

* Preliminary through Sunday lowa's worst recorded drought ter in Lincoln, Neb.

T T in 1936 was al:-'-:.} fueled by a t rt‘rilll “1 do agree that damage from

Harry Hitaker graphe  July, the hottest and second-driest

in 140 vears, Hillaker said. » DROUGHT, PAGE 9A
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this vear's drought will
surpass that of 1988, sajd
Fuchs, one of the authors
of the increasingly popu
lar U.5. Drought Monitor.
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actually zlightly worse in
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the confluence of extreme
sl and dryness i Jugly
amplified this vear's dam

ages, Fuchs said.

“I think this vear is
worse than 19688, My sense
i= that It"s a lot more
widespread, with smaller
secthons of the state get-
ting enough rain to keep
crops in the good or exoel
lent category,” sakd Hill
Northey. seeretary of the
lowa Department of Agri-
culiure anad
Land Stew-
ardship
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“This drought 15 dell
nibely Eoing to b worse
than 1980, sald Solon
farmer Ed Ulch. 68, whio
siarted farming with his
dad im the 15950

The het swn during the drought of 1988 sears the leaves of a
sufiering com stalk.
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B2, wiho firms nesr Co
lumbus Junction, sald he
thinks his corm will make
100 bushels per acre this
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it did in 1588 “All I had
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so | praved for hail,” h
ambd
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