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The Right to Vote
What opportunities does the right to vote provide?
Up until the Civil War, in most places, the right to vote in the United State was restricted to white males 21 years and 
older. Each state, not the federal government, established its own voter qualifications, but by far, adult white males 
accounted for almost all of the ballots cast. In the Dred Scott decision in 1857, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
slaves were property of their owners, were not citizens and had no legal rights at all. A decade later, African  
Americans were not only free, but they were free citizens, and in Iowa, the path had been set to grant them the right 
to vote.

African-American Suffrage
The first two constitutions adopted by the people of Iowa limited the suffrage (right to vote) to white males 21 years 
and older. While slavery might have been illegal in Iowa, many state laws discriminated against African-American 
residents. The “black codes” that required African Americans to post financial bonds to live here and denied them 
the right to serve on juries were designed to discourage them from migrating to Iowa. A strong majority in the state 
opposed intermarriage between whites and African Americans and held that African Americans were not as  
intelligent as whites.

The Civil War began to reshape white attitudes toward African Americans. Iowa soldiers fighting in the South saw 
first-hand the evils of slavery. Freeing slaves where the Union Army took control weakened the strength of the  
Confederate Army. Furthermore, after the southern surrender, the Republican Party was eager to grant African 
Americans the right to vote because they anticipated their votes would be strongly Republican, the party of  
Abraham Lincoln and the opponents of their former masters.

At the behest of Alexander Clark, an African American and Iowan who fought in the Civil War, Iowa voters  
(entirely white males) went to the polls and approved a constitutional amendment striking the word “white” from 
voting requirements in 1868. A man, African American or white, could vote in Iowa if he was 21 years old and a 
resident. At the same time, the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution forbade any state from denying the vote 
to anyone on the basis of race, color or previous condition of servitude (slavery). Until the Great Depression in the 
1930s, blacks tended to adhere to the Republicans who had fought to end slavery and grant them their freedom. 
New Deal programs that provided direct relief to the desperately poor, which included both whites and African 
Americans, won over many African-American voters to the Democrats.

Women’s Suffrage
While African-American males were winning the right to vote, advocates for women’s suffrage saw an opportunity 
to advance their cause. In 1848, a convention at Seneca Falls, New York, was the first to call for granting the right to 
vote to women, but the issue gathered little support before the Civil War. Because suffrage requirements were  
written into the Iowa constitution, any change required a proposal to be passed in two consecutive legislative  
sessions and then submitted to the voters for approval. While a women’s suffrage bill could sometimes pass the 
House or the Senate in one session, it could never win approval by both chambers for two sessions.

Powerful opponents lined up against granting the vote to women. Most prominent were those who opposed 
prohibition, a strict limitation on the manufacture and sale of liquor. It was assumed that women voters would be 
hostile to liquor interests and would support greater restrictions. European immigrant groups, especially Germans 
and Irish, had no traditions that saw drinking as evil. Conservative churches, including Catholics, opposed women’s 
suffrage as an attack on traditional family values. They pointed to Bible instructions that the man was to be the 
head of the house and that the wife was to submit to his authority. Women’s suffrage made the two equal, and, 
some argued, could lead to friction within the family. In communities along the Mississippi and in northeast Iowa 
with strong Irish and German communities, there was strong opposition to votes for women. In western Iowa where 
Protestant churches like the Baptists, Methodists and Presbyterians dominated, there was strong support for both 
prohibition and women’s suffrage.
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Carrie Chapman Catt, an Iowa native, rose to the head of a national association promoting women’s suffrage. Early 
victories in several western states led women’s advocates that they could soon gain the right to vote across the 
nation, but it remained a tough battle. Around the turn of the century, women were allowed to vote on referenda 
like bond issues, but not in “elections” where there are candidates. This was known as the partial suffrage. In 1915, 
Iowa votes (still all male) narrowly defeated a women’s suffrage amendment that would have struck the word “male” 
from the state’s voting requirements. Nevertheless, when Congress submitted the 19th amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution to the states for ratification, the Iowa legislature approved it. In the 1920 elections, women across the 
United States went to the polls. Later in the decade, Iowa women won the right to serve on juries and be elected to 
public office.

American-Indian Suffrage
American Indians had a long and complex legal status within the United States. The tribes were considered  
sovereign nations and the federal government signed treaties with them just as if they were foreign powers. In most 
cases, American Indians could not vote unless they left their tribes and lived in white communities. During World 
War I, many American Indians served with distinction in the armed forces. In recognition to their service, the U.S. 
Congress passed the Snyder Act, which granted full citizenship to American Indians whether they remained on tribal 
lands or moved into mainstream society.

The 26th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified in 1971. It expanded the right to vote in federal elections 
to citizens 18 years and older, lowering the legal voting age from 21. Each state had to approve it for state and local 
elections.

The number of legal voters has expanded widely since the U.S. Constitution was adopted. Voting is the most basic 
right of each citizen, and who gets the right to cast a ballot for elected leaders has been a contentious issue.  
Today, there is a debate over whether those who have committed a felony should have the vote, even after they 
have served their time. Other issues may still surface.

Supporting Questions
How did African Americans obtain the right to vote?

 • “First Vote” Illustration, November 16, 1867 (Image)
 • Alexander Clark’s Speech at the “Colored Convention” in Des Moines, Iowa, 1868 (Document)
 • Portrait of Governor William M. Stone, 1868 (Image)
 • 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, February 27, 1869 (Document)
 • “The Fifteenth Amendment,” 1870 (Image)
 • Distribution of the Colored Population of the United States in 1890, 1898 (Map)
 • Voter Registration Literacy Test in Alabama, 1964 (Document)
 • African-American Demonstrators Outside the White House, March 12, 1965 (Image)
 • Oral History Interview with African-American Politician Robert G. Clark, Jr., in Pickens, Mississippi,  

 March 13, 2013 (Video)
 • Oral History Interview with African-American Activist Charles Siler about Life in Louisiana, May 10, 2013  

 (Video)

How did women obtain the right to vote?
 • Women’s Suffrage Parade Shown Passing by Church, October 29, 1908 (Image)
 • “Votes for Women! The Woman’s Reason” by the National American Woman Suffrage Association, 1912  

 (Document)
 • Billboard Urging Iowans to Vote “Yes” for Women’s Suffrage, 1916 (Image)
 • Map Abstract of June 5, 1916, Vote for Woman Suffrage Constitutional Amendment in Iowa, 1916 (Map)
 • Route of Envoys Sent by the Congressional Union for Woman’s Suffrage to Organize in the West, between  

 April and May 1916 (Map)
 • Anti-Suffrage Ad from The Iowa Homestead, May 25, 1916 (Document)
 • Letter from Anna Lawther of the Iowa Equal Suffrage Association to County Chairs, November 13, 1918 
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Supporting Questions Continued
 • Activists Leaving National Woman’s Party Headquarters to Take Petition to Senator Jones of New  

 Mexico, 1918 (Image)
 • Letter from President Woodrow Wilson to Carrie Chapman Catt, June 7, 1918 (Document)
 • Response Letter from Iowa Secretary of State W.S. Allen to Anna Lawther, December 1918 (Document)
 • 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, August 26, 1920 (Document)
 • Sculpture of Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, between 1921 and 1923  

 (Image) 

How did American Indians obtain the right to vote?
 • Sac and Fox Treaty, 1842 (Document)
 • Iowa Law to “Allow Meskwaki to Purchase Land and Live in Tama, Iowa,” July 15, 1856 (Document)
 • Meskwaki Proclamation Day Brochure: “Old Indian Town,” July 13, 1857 (Document)
 • Sac and Fox Treaty, 1867 (Document)
 • Motion Presented by Iowa Senator J.B. Grinnell, February 5, 1867 (Document)
 • “Move On!” Political Cartoon, April 22, 1871 (Political Cartoon)
 • Citizenship Act, June 2, 1924 (Document)
 • Toledo Indian Industrial School, ca. 1910 (Image)
 • Staff and Students at the Toledo Indian Industrial School, ca. 1910 (Image)
 • President Calvin Coolidge Posing with Native Americans at White House, February 18, 1925 (Image)
 • “Political Rights from Citizenship” in The Problem of Indian Administration, February 21, 1928  

 (Document)
 • Constitution and Bylaws of the Sac and Fox Tribes in Iowa, December 29, 1937 (Document)
 • Oral History Interview with Henry Mitchell, an American Indian Canoe Maker, 1938 (Document)
 • Civil Rights Act of 1957, September 9, 1957 (Document)
 • Voting Rights Act, 1965 (Document)
 • Meskwaki Land Purchases, 2004 (Map) 

*Printable Image and Document Guide
 • African-American Suffrage Image and Document Guide
 • Women’s Suffrage Image and Document Guide
 • American-Indian Suffrage Image and Document Guide
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Additional Resources
African-American Suffrage:
Jim Crow and Segregation Primary Source Set: This Library of Congress online resource contains classroom 
material about the use of Jim Crow laws to oppress African Americans in the south and segregation throughout the 
United States. 

15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: This Library of Congress web guide provides an overview of the 15th 
Amendment and its impact on African American men who were granted the right to vote. 

Oral History Interview with Rosie Head: In this video interview, Rosie Head describes her early life in Greenwood, 
Mississippi, where her family lived and worked on a plantation. She discusses how her parents faced racial  
discrimination in their work and how they were cheated by the plantation owner and then blacklisted. In 1964, Head 
joined the Civil Rights Movement in Tchula, Mississippi, and she recounts the various ways she was involved in the 
movement: registering voters, working with Freedom Summer volunteers, helping to establish the Child  
Development Group of Mississippi and campaigning for black candidates for political office.

“The Negro Suffrage Issue” Essay from The Annals of Iowa: This essay by G. Galin Berrier in 1968 looks at the  
African-American suffrage movement after the Civil War between 1865 to 1868.

Women’s Suffrage:
“Women’s Suffrage in Iowa”: This online exhibit features women’s suffrage resources from the Iowa Women’s  
Archives and State Historical Society of Iowa.

Interview with Carrie Chapman Catt: This short video features prominent suffragist leader, Carrie Chapman Catt, 
who was born and raised in Iowa.

Carrie Chapman Catt’s Address to the U.S. Congress: This website for the Carrie Chapman Catt Museum in 
Charles City, Iowa, includes text of a speech Catt gave to to the U.S. Congress in 1917 on the inevitability of women’s  
suffrage. 

“The Fight for Women’s Suffrage” from IPTV: This online webpage from Iowa Public Television’s “Iowa Pathways” 
collection summarizes the history of women’s suffrage in Iowa.

Trial of Susan B. Anthony: This online resource from UMKC School of Law summarizes the trial of women’s  
suffragist leader Susan B. Anthony after she illegally voted in Rochester, New York in 1872.

American-Indian Suffrage:
Congress Granted Citizenship to All American Indians: This website includes a three-part timeline on legislation 
to grant citizenship to American Indians born in the United States.

Indian Citizenship Act: This day in history feature from the Library of Congress summarizes the passage of the  
Indian Citizenship Act on June 2, 1924.

Civil Rights Act of 1957: This webpage from govtrack.us contains infographics and summaries of the record of the 
U.S. Senate’s vote on the Civil Rights Act of 1957.

Voting Rights for American Indians: This Library of Congress webpage contains an article and photos that  
summarizes the struggle American Indians faced in the process of being granted voting rights in America. 
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“The First Vote” Illustration, November 16, 1867

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Waud, Alfred R., “The first vote,” Harper’s Weekly, 16 November 1867

Description
This illustration shows African-American men in outfits indicative of their professions standing in a line waiting for 
their turn to vote. The text belong the image reads, “The First Vote.” This print was published in Harper’s Weekly on 
November 16, 1867.

Text-Dependent Questions
 • Look closely at the clothing of each man in the line. Why is each man dressed differently? What does their  

 clothing represent?
 • This image illustrates the first election in Virginia in which African Americans could participate in order to elect  

 delegates to help rewrite that state’s constitution. Why would it be important for African Americans to vote in  
 this election?
 • What might be the drawbacks of having to vote out in the open where everyone can see who you voted for?

Citation Information
Waud, Alfred R., “The first vote,” Harper’s Weekly, 16 November 1867. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Alexander Clark’s Speech at the “Colored Convention” in Des 
Moines, Iowa, 1868

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, Clark, Alexander, pp. 1, 10-12, 1868

Description
Alexander Clark, an African-American barber turned lawyer from Muscatine, became a hero of African-American 
rights in the state of Iowa. In this address to the “Colored Convention” in Des Moines, Clark calls for the Iowa  
Legislature to approve and then place before the voters the removal of the word “white” from voting laws within the 
Iowa Constitution. The vote passed, and Iowa became the first state in the nation to have a successful grassroots 
movement for African-American suffrage. Later in 1868, Clark successfully filed a lawsuit against the Muscatine 
Board of Education where his daughter was admitted into a formerly white-only school after the Iowa Supreme 
Court’s ruling on the lawsuit.

Full Transcript of Alexander Clark’s Speech to the “Colored Convention”

Transcribed Excerpts from Alexander Clark’s Speech to the “Colored Convention”

Text-Dependent Questions
 • What founding document does Alexander Clark refer to in his speech? How does he say this document supports  

 the cause of African-American suffrage?
 • Clark asks for suffrage equality, but what equality does he say he is not asking for? What impact might that have  

 on the daily lives of Iowans?
 • According to the third excerpt, what injustice would be happening if African-American suffrage was denied to  

 Iowa citizens?
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Portrait of Governor William M. Stone, 1868

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 1868

Description
This portrait is of William M. Stone, who would serve as Iowa’s Republican governor during the end of the Civil War. 
Before being elected, he was a decorated officer in the Union Army, and at one point, had been a prisoner of war 
during the Civil War. Stone also was a lawyer and held several governmental offices during his lifetime. During the 
Republican convention of 1865, a prominent issue was African-American suffrage. The Republican Party largely 
supported political equality for African Americans, though most believed that social equality was not to be obtained. 
In 1866, the Iowa Legislature began amending the state’s constitution to remove the word “white” from the suffrage 
article, as well as articles about census taking, districting of representatives to the legislature and the state militia. In 
1868, the men of Iowa 21 years of age or older — who were the only ones with the right to vote at that time —  
voted for African-American suffrage with 56.5 percent of the vote.

Text-Dependent Questions
 • William Stone served in the Union Army during the Civil War, and at one point was a prisoner of war. How could  

 William Stone’s past have shaped his views on African-American suffrage?
 • At the time of William Stone’s election as governor of Iowa, the Iowa Republican Party believed that African  

 Americans should have political equity but not social equity. Refer to Alexander Clark’s speech at the “Colored  
 Convention.” Did Alexander Clark’s request align with the Iowa Republican Party’s beliefs? Why do you think that  
 was necessary?
 • In 1868, during Governor Stone’s term in office, the Iowa Legislature amended the state’s constitution to remove  

 the word “white” from the suffrage article, which if passed would allow all men over 21 years old the right to  
 vote. Over 56.5 percent of Iowa voters approved the amendment to Iowa’s constitution. How did this change the  
 life for people, both white and African American, living in Iowa?
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15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, February 27, 1869

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “15th Amendment to the Constitution,” U.S. Congress, 27 February 1869

Description
The 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified on February 3, 1870, and prohibited federal and state 
governments from denying any citizen the right to vote based on that person’s “race, color or previous condition 
of servitude.” The amendment was important in that it not only gave African Americans the right to vote, but also 
allowed the most African Americans in history to be elected into public office.

Transcript of the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Text-Dependent Questions
 • The Civil War ended in 1865 and slavery was abolished later that same year. Discuss how these events led to the  

 ratification of the 15th Amendment.
 • Why would the 15th Amendment be important for all men?
 • A year before the 15th Amendment was ratified, Alexander Clark successfully lobbied for the word “white”  

 to be removed from Iowa’s state constitution. Discuss how the Iowa decision might have impacted the  
 national amendment.

Citation Information
“15th Amendment to the Constitution,” U.S. Congress, 27 February 1869. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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“The Fifteenth Amendment,” 1870

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Kelly, Thomas, “The Fifteenth Amendment,” 1870

Description
This print shows a parade surrounded by portraits and vignettes of African-American life, illustrating rights granted 
by the 15th Amendment. 

Transcription of “The Fifteenth Amendment”

Text-Dependent Questions
• The 15th Amendment to the United States Constitution, ratified in 1870, states that “The right of citizens of 

the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude.” Refer to the portrait of Governor Stone as well as Alexander Clark’s 
speech at the “Colored Convention” and note the year Iowa allowed all men over 21 years of age to vote. Why 
might Iowa have made this decision ahead of the passing of the 15th Amendment?

• How would having an African-American representative in the legislature impact African-American citizens?
• Read the other items listed at the bottom of the illustration. How is education liberating? Why might the artist 

have included that and the other items in this source? 

Citation Information
Kelly, Thomas, “The Fifteenth Amendment,” 1870. Courtesy of Library of Congress 

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/right-to-vote-suffrage-women-african/15th-amendment-text
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Distribution of the Colored Population of the United States in 
1890,1898

Courtesy of Library of Congress, United States Census Office, 11th Census (1890), and Henry Gannett, Statistical 
Atlas of the United States, based upon the results of the eleventh census, Washington, 1898

Description
A statistical atlas of the United States that is based on the results of the 11th census, completed in 1890, shows the 
distribution of the “colored population” of the country. As can be seen in the distribution map, members of the  
targeted population predominantly resided in the southeast.

Text-Dependent Questions
• Which states had the highest African-American population in 1890? Why would that be?
• What impact might the 15th Amendment have had on different regions of the United States? As a reminder, 

the 15th Amendment states that “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.” 

Citation Information
United States Census Office, 11th Census (1890), and Henry Gannett, Statistical Atlas of the United States, based upon 
the results of the eleventh census, Washington, 1898. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/right-to-vote-suffrage-women-african/15th-amendment-text
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Voter Registration Literacy Test in Alabama, 1964

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Sample Application for Registration, Questionnaire and Oaths,” Alabama Board of 
Registrars, 1964

Description
After the Civil War, many states enacted literacy tests as a voting requirement. The purpose was to exclude persons 
with minimal literacy, in particular, poor African Americans in the South, from voting. This was achieved by asking 
these prospective voters to interpret abstract provisions of the U.S. Constitution or rejecting their applications for 
errors. This sample voter registration application, featuring a literacy test, was used by W.C. Patton, head of the 
NAACP voter registration program, to educate African-American voters in Alabama before they went to register to 
vote.

Transcript of the Voter Registration Literacy Test in Alabama

Text-Dependent Questions
• This is a sample literacy test used by National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) to 

help prepare African Americans who want to register to vote in Alabama. Look for patterns in the questions 
asked in the literacy test. What are the questions mostly about? Why do you think that is?

• Which questions in this literacy test do you think are unfair? Explain.
• How might this literacy test interfere with the 15th Amendment? As a reminder, the 15th Amendment states 

that “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by 
any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.” 

Citation Information
“Sample Application for Registration, Questionnaire and Oaths,” Alabama Board of Registrars, 1964. Courtesy of 
Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/right-to-vote-suffrage-women-african/15th-amendment-text
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African-American Demonstrators Outside the White House, 
March 12, 1965

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Leffler, Warren K., “[African American demonstrators...” 12 March 1965

Description
This photograph by Warren Leffler shows African-American demonstrators outside the White House, with signs 
reading “We demand the right to vote, everywhere” and protesting police brutality against civil rights  
demonstrators in Selma, Alabama. On August 6, 1965, U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 into law. This law gave the federal government the authority and funding to ensure that all legal-age citizens 
were allowed to vote in all states, without obstructions such as literacy tests, thus fully enacting the 15th  
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

Transcript of Signs from African-American Demonstrators

Text-Dependent Questions
 • How many years separated the passage of the 15th Amendment, passed in 1870, and the Voting Rights Act of
1965? Refer to “Voter Registration Literacy Test” and draw conclusions about why African Americans were
protesting. The Voting Rights Act gave the federal government the authority and funding to ensure that all
legal-age citizens were allowed to vote in all states, without obstructions such as literacy tests, thus fully
enacting the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

 • After looking at this photo, refer to the “Distribution of the Colored Population of the United States” map.
What conclusions can be drawn about why places like Selma, Alabama, were hotbed locations for
African-American suffrage.

Citation Information
Leffler, Warren K., “[African American demonstrators outside the White House, with signs “We demand the right to 
vote, everywhere” and signs protesting police brutality against civil rights demonstrators in Selma, Alabama],” 12 
March 1965. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Oral History Interview with African-American Politician Robert G. 
Clark, Jr., in Pickens, Mississippi, March 13, 2013

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Clark, Robert G., “Robert G. Clark, Jr., oral history interview conducted by John 
Dittmer in Pickens, Mississippi, 2013-03-13.,” 13 March 2013

Description
Robert G. Clark, Jr., describes the early life experiences that led up to his successful campaign for political office in 
the Mississippi legislature, where he became the first African American elected since Reconstruction. Clark discusses 
his career as an educator, how the Civil Rights Movement influenced him, and the danger he experienced signing up 
African-American voters.

Full Transcription of Robert G. Clark’s Interview

Transcribed Excerpts from Robert G. Clark’s Interview

Text-Dependent Questions
 • What is the history of the house that Robert Clark lives in? How would the history of the house and land impact
Clark’s life?

 • What did Robert experience with the Citizens Council? Why might Clark’s drive to keep his personhood or
manhood go against the Citizens Council?

 • What dangers did Clark, as well as his friend and family, experience as they helped African Americans register to
vote?

Citation Information
Clark, Robert G., “Robert G. Clark, Jr., oral history interview conducted by John Dittmer in Pickens, Mississippi, 
2013-03-13.,” 13 March 2013. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Oral History Interview with African-American Activist Charles Siler 
about Life in Louisiana, May 10, 2013

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Siler, Charles, E., “Charles Siler oral history interview conducted by David P. Cline in 
Dallas, Texas, 2013-05-10,” 10 May 2013

Description
Charles Siler remembers his early life in Louisiana, including a penchant for drawing that began before the age of 
two, quitting the Boy Scouts when his troop made black Scouts walk behind the horses in a local parade, and  
picketing Louisiana’s segregated state library as a senior in high school. He was eventually expelled from  
Southern University because of his activism. He joined the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He was drafted in 1967 and served in the military in the Vietnam War. He 
continued his civil rights advocacy as he took a variety of positions at cultural institutions and began a career as a 
cartoonist. The interview closes with Siler’s reflections on identity and the process of learning from those whom are 
ideologically different.

Full Transcript of Charles Siler’s Oral History Interview

Transcribed Excerpt from Charles Siler’s Oral History Interview

Text-Dependent Questions
 • According to Charles Siler, how many attempts did it take Mrs. Williams before she was allowed to register to

vote? Refer to the Voter Registration Literacy Test {link} and Charles’ interview. Describe the reasons why it might
have taken Mrs. Williams so many attempts.
 • What significance did registering to vote have for Mrs. Williams? Why do you think it was important for her to

vote before she died?
 • Why does Charles get upset when people tell them they’re not going to vote?

Citation Information
iler, Charles, E., “Charles Siler oral history interview conducted by David P. Cline in Dallas, Texas, 2013-05-10,” 10 
May 2013. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Women’s Suffrage Parade Shown Passing by Church, October 29, 
1908

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, Moxley, 29 October 1908

Description
In this photograph, taken in Boone, Iowa on October 29, 1908, a suffrage parade made up of people carrying ban-
ners and flags passes by a large church. One banner held by a parade marcher reads: “Taxation Without Represen-
tation Is Tyranny. As True Now As In 1776.”

Transcript of Women’s Suffrage Parade Banner

Text-Dependent Questions
 • Look closely at this photo of a women’s suffrage parade that took place in Boone, Iowa. What do you notice
about the parade participants?

 • One woman is holding a sign that says “Taxation without representation is tyranny - as true now as in 1776.”
Refer to the Votes for Women! The Woman’s Reason document which also mentions taxation. What does
“Taxation without representation is tyranny” mean?

 • Women paid taxes just like men, but in what ways were they without representation?
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“Votes for Women! The Woman’s Reason” by the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association, 1912

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Votes For Women! The Woman’s Reason...,” National American Woman Suffrage 
Association, New York, 1912

Description
The broadside, published by the National American Woman Suffrage Assoiation, includes 10 reasons why women 
should vote equally with men are listed. The poster was created in 1912, and even made reference to a line made 
famous by Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural address by stating, “Because women are citizens of a government of 
the people, by the people and for the people. And women are people.”

Transcript of “Votes for Women! The Woman’s Reason” Broadside

Text-Dependent Questions
 • How many of the reasons presented in this publication have to do with taxes or improving public welfare? Why 

would those issues be strong arguments for supporting women’s suffrage?
 • The last part of President Abraham Lincoln’s 1863 Gettysburg Address is: “... that this nation, under God, shall 

have a new birth of freedom — and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish 
from the earth.” Why would the National American Woman Suffrage Association use that famous text? In what 
ways is the struggle for women’s suffrage similar to and different from African-American suffrage and  
American-Indian suffrage?

Citation Information
“Votes For Women! The Woman’s Reason...,” National American Woman Suffrage Association, New York, 1912.  
Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Billboard Urging Iowans to Vote “Yes” for Women’s Suffrage, 1916

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 1916

Description
This photograph is of a billboard urging Iowans to vote for women’s suffrage in an upcoming primary election on 
June 5, 1916. The large text reads, “Iowa Next. Vote yes June 5th 1916,” and is next to a map of the 48 contiguous 
states. The states where “full suffrage” and “partial suffrage” have been achieved are indicated. Iowa is shown as a 
state with “partial suffrage.”

Text-Dependent Questions
 • What did the creators of this billboard want people to do?
 • Compare this billboard with the map abstract of June 5, 1916. What was the outcome of the election?
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Map Abstract of June 5, 1916, Vote for Woman Suffrage  
Constitutional Amendment in Iowa, 1916

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 1916

Description
This 1916 map from Carrie Chapman Catt’s scrapbook was created after the failed June 5, 1916, vote attempt to 
add a woman suffrage amendment to the Iowa constitution. Suffragists plotted out the margin of victory or loss by 
county. Their work also included the 12 different alleged irregularities that may have occurred in some counties that 
led to a statewide majority opposed to the amendment. 

Transcript of Map Abstract of Vote for Woman Suffrage Constitutional Amendment

Text-Dependent Questions
 • Who is the likely intended audience, and for what purpose was this map created?
 • According to this map, by how many votes was women’s suffrage defeated in Iowa?
 • Find the county that you live in. How did your county vote in this election? If this vote were taking place in your  

 county today, how would you vote? Explain why.
 • In your opinion, which of the colored flags are the most significant? Explain why.



IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS  •  600 E. LOCUST ST.  •  DES MOINES, IA 50319  •  IOWACULTURE.GOV

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES

19

Route of Envoys Sent by the Congressional Union for Woman’s  
Suffrage to Organize in the West, between April and May 1916

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “[Map of] Route of Envoys Sent from East by the Congressional Union for Woman’s 
Suffrage, to Appeal the Voting Women of the West [with inset portrait of Alice Paul],” between April and May 1916

Description
This map of the United States shows the tour of Congressional Union for Woman Suffrageas they travel to the West 
to recruit and organize fellow women suffragists. An image of suffragist Alice Paul is in the lower left-hand corner. 
The map is captioned “Call to Women Voters to Assemble in Chicago June 5, 6, 7 to Launch A National Woman’s 
Party.” 

Text-Dependent Questions
 • How many states did this envoy travel through? How many cities did the envoy stop in?
 • In 1916 only 11 states had granted women full voting rights, including: Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, Idaho,  

 Washington, California, Arizona, Kansas, Oregon, Nevada and Montana. Infer why the Congressional Union for  
 Woman’s Suffrage might have chosen this route.

Citation Information
“[Map of] Route of Envoys Sent from East by the Congressional Union for Woman’s Suffrage, to Appeal the Voting 
Women of the West [with inset portrait of Alice Paul],” between April and May 1916. Courtesy of Library of  
Congress
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Anti-Suffrage Ad from The Iowa Homestead, May 25, 1916

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 25 May 1916

Description
This advertisement, printed in The Iowa Homestead on May 25, 1916, was funded by the Iowa Association Opposed 
to Woman Suffrage. The organization argues that women’s suffrage would directly lead to both higher taxes and 
the drowning out of the rural vote because of a doubled city vote. The ad was published just over a week before 
the June 5,1916, vote held in Iowa to add a women’s suffrage amendment to the Iowa constitution, which ultimately 
failed. 

Transcript of Anti-Suffrage Ad from The Iowa Homestead

Text-Dependent Questions
 • Does this advertisement support women’s suffrage? What evidence from the source supports your answer?
 • Who is the intended audience of this advertisement?
 • What is the message the Iowa Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage communicating in this advertisement?
 • Compare this document to the Votes for Women! The Woman’s Reason. Both documents address taxation  

 but how is the message different?
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Letter from Anna Lawther of the Iowa Equal Suffrage Association to 
County Chairman, November 13, 1918

Courtesy of University of Iowa Libraries and Archives, Lawther, Anna, “Speeches and letters by Anna Lawther, 
1910s,” 13 November 1918

Description
In a letter to a county chairman, Anna Lawther states that the secretary of state forgot to publish the suffrage 
amendment in newspapers prior to the June 5 election which led to the amendment’s defeat. She urges the  
chairman to write their state and federal representatives and secure written pledges that they will support women’s 
suffrage amendments when they are presented.

Transcript of Anna Lawther’s Letter to County Chairman

Text-Dependent Questions
 • Who does Anna Lawther say is to blame for the defeat of Iowa women’s suffrage in 1916? She wrote that “This  

 carelessness is inexcusable, but nevertheless must be endured ...” Why must this action endured by women  
 rather than acted upon?
 • What hope does Lawther offer that women’s suffrage is still possible? Why would the federal amendment be  

 the quickest path for women’s voting rights in Iowa?
 • Infer as to why a person might not have wanted to help Lawther.

Citation Information
Lawther, Anna, “Speeches and letters by Anna Lawther, 1910s,” 13 November 1918. Courtesy of University of 
Iowa Libraries and Archives
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Activists Leaving National Woman’s Party Headquarters to Take 
Petition to Senator Jones of New Mexico, 1918

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Harris & Ewing, “Deputation Leaving Headquarters to Take Petition to Senator 
Jones of New Mexico [Annie Fraher, Bertha Moller, Berthe Arnold, Anita Pollitzer],” September 1918

Description
This photograph shows Annie Fraher, Bertha Moller, Berthe Arnold and Anita Pollitzer standing outside the National 
Woman’s Party headquarters with a large-rolled suffrage petition. After a multi-state journey, the petition was  
delivered to Senator Andrieus Jones of New Mexico, who was chairman of the Suffrage Committee in September 
1918. An earlier movement resulted in an 18,000 foot-long petition with half a million signatures in support of  
women’s suffrage. That petition was delivered on several huge spools to President Woodrow Wilson in December 
1915, but he remained committed that suffrage was a state issue, not a federal one. 

Text-Dependent Questions
 • How does a petition, one form of “grassroots activism,” show lawmakers what the general public thinks?
 • Using what you’ve learned about suffrage movements, analyze the effectiveness of this strategy to ensure  

 rights. What motivates lawmakers to “listen” to petitions?

Citation Information
Harris & Ewing, “Deputation Leaving Headquarters to Take Petition to Senator Jones of New Mexico [Annie Fraher, 
Bertha Moller, Berthe Arnold, Anita Pollitzer],” September 1918. Courtesy of Library of Congress 
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Letter from President Woodrow Wilson to Carrie Chapman Catt, 
June 7, 1918

Courtesy of Iowa State University Library Special Collections and University Archives, Woodrow, Wilson, “Letter from 
President Wilson to Catt, June 7, 1918,” 7 June 1918

Description
President Woodrow Wilson said in this letter to Carrie Chapman Catt that he believes democracy will not have 
reached its fullest until women are given the right to vote. He also said he fully supported women’s suffrage and 
acknowledged the significant contributions that women have made during times of crisis throughout history.

Transcript of President Woodrow Wilson’s Letter to Carrie Chapman Catt

Text-Dependent Questions
 • What evidence from this letter, shows that President Woodrow Wilson supports women’s suffrage?
 • What might be the significance of having presidential support for an initiative? Explain why.

Citation Information
Woodrow, Wilson, “Letter from President Wilson to Catt, June 7, 1918,” 7 June 1918. Courtesy of Iowa State  
University Library Special Collections and University Archives
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Response Letter from Iowa Secretary of State W.S. Allen to Anna 
Lawther, December 1918

Courtesy of University of Iowa Libraries and Archives, Allen, W.S., “Speeches and letters by Anna Lawther, 1910s,”  
9 December 1918

Description
Iowa Secretary of State W. S. Allen wrote this response letter to Anna Lawther and Carrie Chapman Catt to  
apologize for not publishing the proposed suffrage amendment in local newspapers ahead of the June 5, 1916, 
vote. He insisted that it was an unfortunate mistake and not an intentional act, going on to say that he supported 
women having the right to vote. He said he felt assured that the legislature would put a vote before the people 
again soon and that it would be successful.

Transcript of Response Letter from W.S. Allen to Anna Lawther

Text-Dependent Questions
 • What does W.S. Allen say was the reason for the failure to publish the amendment vote in Iowa newspapers  

 prior to the June 1916 vote? Who does he believe is at fault for that oversight?
 • Before this letter was written, Iowan Carrie Chapman Catt called W.S. Allen’s character into question. Why would  

 W.S. Allen write about his support of women’s suffrage?
 • Based on this letter from Allen, as well as “Letter from Anna Lawther of the Iowa Equal Suffrage Association  

 to County Chairman,” how important is publishing a proposed amendment in local newspapers ahead of the  
 vote on them?

Citation Information
Allen, W.S., “Speeches and letters by Anna Lawther, 1910s,” 9 December 1918.  Courtesy of University of Iowa  
Libraries and Archives
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19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, August 26, 1920

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “19th Amendment to the Constitution,” U.S. Congress, 26 August 1920

Description
The United States Congress approved a women’s suffrage amendment to the U.S. Constitution and three-fourths of 
the states ratified it. On August 26, 1920, Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby officially certified the 19th  
Amendment with his signature and the seal of the United States. 

Transcript of the 19th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution

Text-Dependent Questions
 • Look closely at the states that ratified the amendment (in 1920 there were only 48 states that made up the U.S.).  

 What states didn’t ratify the amendment? Discuss possible reasons why those 12 states didn’t help to ratify the  
 amendment.
 • Compare this document to President Woodrow Wilson’s letter to Carrie Chapman Catt. How was President  

 Wilson’s sentiment expressed in the amendment?
 • Governor William Harding ratified the amendment on July 2, 1919, making Iowa the 10th state to do so. Refer  

 to different view points in the Votes for Women! The Woman’s Reason and the anti-suffrage ad from The  
 Iowa Homestead. How might these and other opinions have influenced Governor Harding’s decision to ratify  
 the amendment for Iowa?

Citation Information
“19th Amendment to the Constitution,” U.S. Congress, 26 August 1920. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Sculpture of Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B.  
Anthony, between 1921 and 1923

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Harris & Ewing, “[Sculpture: Portrait Monument to Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony],” between 1921 and 1923

Description
On February 15, 1921, representatives of over 70 women’s organizations gathered at the United States Capitol  
rotunda for the unveiling ceremony of this monument featuring prominent leaders of the women’s suffrage  
movement. Left to right, the figures represent: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony and Lucretia Mott. Stanton 
was the author of the women’s bill of rights, which she read at the Seneca Falls, New York, convention in 1848, and 
is widely considered the first woman to demand the vote for women. Anthony joined Stanton in 1851 and proposed 
what would become the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which would be passed many years after she 
died. Mott was an organizer of the Seneca Falls convention in 1848, which launched the women’s rights movement. 
The monument itself is carved out of Italian marble and weighs 8.5 tons.

Text-Dependent Questions
 • This monument pays honor to Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony and Lucretia Mott, who were  

 instrumental in the women’s suffrage movement. This monument is located in the U.S. Capitol rotunda. What  
 does the location of this monument tell about its significance?
 • What role do monuments like this one play in American society?

Citation Information
Harris & Ewing, “[Sculpture: Portrait Monument to Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony],” 
between 1921 and 1923. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Sac and Fox Treaty, 1842

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 1842

Description
The introduction reads, “articles of a treaty made and concluded at the agency of the Sac and Fox Indians in the  
Territory of Iowa, between the United States of America, by John Chambers their commissioner thereto specially  
authorized by the President, and the confederated tribe of Sac and Fox Indians represented by their chiefs,  
headmen and braves.” In this treaty, Chief Poweshiek signed over rights to Sac and Fox land in Iowa, and nearly 
all American Indians relocated to Kansas. A small remnant remained in Tama County, Iowa. The move to Kansas 
proved to be painful and violent for the Meskwaki people. Old tribal rivalries arose and poverty set in. Some risked 
arrest to return to their relatives still living in Iowa. That remnant group has now become the Meskwaki Tribe that 
we know today.

Full Transcript of 1842 Sac and Fox Treaty

Transcribed Excerpts from 1842 Sac and Fox Treaty

Text-Dependent Questions
 • How many years after the signing of this treaty are the Sac and Fox tribes required to relocate?
 • At the end of the treaty, it is signed by 44 members of the Sac and Fox tribes. All of them signed with “a mark”  

 (“To the Indian names are subjoined marks”). What does it mean that the tribal members signed with a mark  
 instead of signing their name? What does it mean that the tribal members names were spelled phonetically?
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Iowa Law to “Allow Meskwaki to Purchase Land and Live in Tama, 
Iowa,” July 15, 1856

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 15 July 1856

Description
This is an excerpt of the journal from the 5th General Assembly of Iowa in 1856. The journal page shows the law 
that was enacted so the Meskwaki could purchase land and live in Tama, Iowa.

Full Transcript of Iowa Law to “Allow Meskwaki to Purchase Land and Live in Tama, Iowa”

Transcribed Excerpt from Iowa Law to “Allow Meskwaki to Purchase Land and Live in Tama, Iowa”

Text-Dependent Questions
 • Where did the Sac and Fox tribes want to remain living? Infer as to why they might have wanted to remain  

 there.
 • Refer to Sac and Fox Treaty of 1842. Why did they have to ask permission to continue living where they were  

 already living?
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Meskwaki Proclamation Day Brochure: “Old Indian Town,” July 13, 
1857

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, pp. 4, 13 July 1857

Description
As printed in “Proclamation Day Brochure,” a publication of the Meskwaki tribe to commemorate those who defied 
orders to relocate to “Indian Territory” and remained in Iowa, the brochure tells the laws, treaties, resolutions and 
official statements on the relocation - or non-relocation of some members - of the Sac and Fox tribes in Iowa. In this 
way, the brochure chronicles legal injunctions placed upon the Meskwaki people. This particular story was a  
recollection by David Butler as to the land bargaining process. 

Transcribed Excerpt from Meskwaki Proclamation Day Brochure: “Old Indian Town”

Text-Dependent Questions
 • What took place on July 13, 1857?
 • Why would this purchase make a difference for the Meskwaki tribe?
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Sac and Fox Treaty, 1867

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 1867

Description
In this 1867 treaty, the Sac and Fox tribes agreed to purchase 750,000 square miles of land in portions of what is 
now Payne, Lincoln and Pottawatomie counties. The introduction states: “Articles of agreement made and  
concluded this eighteenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, between the United 
States, represented by [various officials], duly authorized, and the tribes of Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi,  
represented by Keokuk, Chekuskuk, Uequawhoko, Muttuttah, and Manahtowah, chiefs of said tribes.”

Full Transcript of 1867 Sac and Fox Treaty

Transcribed Excerpts from 1867 Sac and Fox Treaty

Text-Dependent Questions
 • In the 1842 treaty, the Sac and Fox gave up land west of the Mississippi River. According to this treaty, how  

 much of their land was signed over to the American government?
 • This treaty was signed 10 years after the Meskwaki started purchasing land in Tama County, Iowa. What  

 difference did that make for the Meskwaki? Use evidence from the source to explain why.
 • An annuity is a fixed sum of money to be paid to a person every year for the rest of their life. According to this  

 treaty, “no part of the funds arising from or due the nation under this or previous treaty stipulations shall be  
 paid to any bands or parts of bands who do not permanently reside on the reservation set apart to them by  
 the Government in the Indian Territory ...” What does that mean for for the Meskwaki who lived on land that  
 they owned, rather than living on a government appointed reservation? Do you think the trade off would be  
 worth it?
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Motion Presented by Iowa Senator J.B. Grinnell, February 5, 1867

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 5 February 1867

Description
This document summarizes the motion made by United States Senator J.B. Grinnell from Iowa to an appropriations 
bill being debated in the U. S.  Senate on February 5, 1867. Grinnell’s request was to insert text to allow the band of 
Sacs and Foxes, who would later become known as the Meskwaki, to continue to live on their land in Tama County, 
Iowa, and to receive annuities from the U.S. government, even though they did not reside in “Indian Territory.” This 
is the federal action for the resolution passed by the 5th General Assembly of the Iowa legislature. His motion was 
approved. According to The Palimpsest, the annual government annuity was $24.36 per Meskwaki in 1905, though 
the Chief Push-e-to-ne-qua received $600 annually.

Transcribed Excerpt of Motion Presented by Iowa Senator J.B. Grinnell

Text-Dependent Questions
 • What is Senator J.B. Grinnell asking the United States Senate to do? Why is he asking this? Provide evidence  

 from the source supporting your answer.
 • Refer to the Sac and Fox Treaty of 1867. What reasons does J. B. Grinnell give for this change? Are these  

 changes justified? Why or why not?
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“Move On!” Political Cartoon, April 22, 1871

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Nast, Thomas, “”Move on!” Has the Native American no rights that the naturalized 
American is bound to respect?” 22 April 1871

Description
In this political cartoon appearing in Harper’s Weekly on April 22, 1871, a policeman is seen ordering an American 
Indian man to “move on” away from a voting poll where other stereotyped “naturalized” Americans are clustered.

Text-Dependent Questions
 • What ethnicities are represented in this political cartoon?
 • Infer a possible location for this scene based on the background landscape and tell why.
 • Conclude what “message” is being delivered in this political cartoon.

Citation Information
Nast, Thomas, “’Move on!’ Has the Native American no rights that the naturalized American is bound to respect?” 22 
April 1871. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Citizenship Act, June 2, 1924

Courtesy of U.S. Congress, “Chap. 233 - An Act To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to issue certificates of  
citizenship to Indians,” 2 June 1924

Description
This 1924 act by Congress granted citizenship to all American Indians born in the United States. However, the right 
to vote was governed by state law. Until 1957, some states barred American Indians from voting.

Transcript of the Citizenship Act of 1924

Text-Dependent Questions
 • Why would it be important for American Indians to be recognized as citizens of the United States?
 • If American Indians were not considered citizens, discuss reasons why Iowa allowed the Meskwaki to  

 purchase land in 1856.

Citation Information
“Chap. 233 - An Act To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to issue certificates of citizenship to Indians,” 2 June 
1924. Courtesy of U.S. Congress
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President Calvin Coolidge Posing with Native Americans at White 
House, February 18, 1925

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “[President Calvin Coolidge posed with Natives, possibly from the Plateau area in 
the Northwestern United States, near the south lawn of the White House],” February 18, 1925

Description
President Calvin Coolidge posed with American Indians, possibly from the plateau area in the northwestern United 
States, near the south lawn of the White House on February 18, 1925. In June of 1924, Congress passed The  
Citizenship Act of 1924, granting citizenship to all American Indians born in the United States. However, this did 
not guarantee all American Indians the right to vote, because voting was governed by state law at that time. Many 
American Indians did not get the right to vote until the Civil Rights Act of 1957 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Text-Dependent Questions
 • The Citizenship Act of 1924 granted citizenship to all American Indians born in the United States. How does  

 the Citizenship Act of 1924 support or differ from the 15th  Amendment passed in 1870? As a reminder, the  
 15th Amendment states that “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged  
 by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.”
 • Using clues from the clothing of the men in the photograph, what are possible inferences about the varied  

 values of American Indians?

Citation Information
“[President Calvin Coolidge posed with Natives, possibly from the Plateau area in the Northwestern United States, 
near the south lawn of the White House],” February 18, 1925. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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“Political Rights from Citizenship” in The Problem of Indian  
Administration, February 21, 1928

Courtesy of the Brookings Institute, “The Problem of Indian Administration,” The Johns Hopkins Press, 21 February 
1928.

Description
“The Problem of Indian Administration” report was created by a group of 10 staff members who spent seven 
months gathering information about the social and economic status of American Indians throughout the country. 
This 872-page report, also known as the Meriam Report, revealed how government policy oppressed American 
Indians. Its publication spurred Congress to create the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934. This particular excerpt 
from the report focuses on whether or not American Indians who are citizens actually have the ability to vote in the 
United States. 

Transcript of pp. 756 in The Problem of Indian Administration

Text-Dependent Questions
 • According to this report, what is the connection to citizenship and the right to vote? The report compared the  

 plight of the American Indian’s being unable to vote to women before the passage the 19th Amendment. What  
 was similar between the two groups of people? What was different?
 • In the states where American Indians were voting at the time of this report, what impact did their vote have?
 • What is one way that American Indians were prevented from voting?

Citation Information
“The Problem of Indian Administration,” The Johns Hopkins Press, pp. 756, 21 February 1928. Courtesy of the  
Brookings Institute
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Constitution and Bylaws of the Sac and Fox Tribes in Iowa,  
December 29, 1937

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 29 December 1937

Description
After the U.S. Congress created the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, the Meskwaki established their own  
constitution. This document is the constitution and its by-laws as it was created in 1937. The preamble states, “We, 
the Mesquakie Indians, enrolled members of the Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa, hereinafter referred 
to as the Sac and Fox Tribe in Iowa, now living on the Sac and Fox Settlement located near Tama, Tama County, 
Iowa in order that we may perpetuate our ancient tribal affairs, transact tribal business, and promote our own and 
our posterity’s social, economic, educational, and general welfare, with the guidance of Providence, do hereby  
organize ourselves into one body and adopt this Constitution as the basis of our community self-government.” 

Full Transcript of the Sac and Fox Tribes Constitution

Transcribed Excerpts from the Sac and Fox Tribes Constitution 

Text-Dependent Questions
 • According to the constitution of the Meskwaki tribe, the Tribal Council would determine important matters for  

 the tribe. What are the rules of forming a Tribal Council?
 • According to this constitution, who is eligible to vote in tribal elections? What factors might have influenced  

 these criteria?
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Oral History Interview with Henry Mitchell, an American Indian  
Canoe Maker, 1938

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Mitchell, Henry, “[The Life of Henry Mitchell],” 1938

Description
This oral interview of Henry Mitchell and his wife, American Indians in Maine, was completed by Robert Grady with 
the Federal Writers’ Project in 1938. Henry Mitchell was a professional canoe maker and talks about the beliefs and 
customs he grew up with along with moments of great adversity he and other American Indians faced in Maine.

Full Transcript of Henry Mitchell’s Interview

Transcribed Excerpt from Henry Mitchell’s Interview

Text-Dependent Questions
 • What role did American Indians have in the state legislature of Maine in 1938?
 • American Indians in Maine could not vote in state elections but could in tribal elections, like explained in the  

 Constitution and Bylaws of the Sac and Fox Tribes in Iowa. According to the Mitchells, what was unfair about  
 these roles and salaries in Maine?
 • Write a conclusion about how much value the input from American Indians had to the legislators in Maine at  

 that time.

Citation Information
Mitchell, Henry, “[The Life of Henry Mitchell],” 1938. Courtesy of Library of Congress 
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Civil Rights Act of 1957, September 9, 1957

Courtesy of University of Maryland Law Library, “An Act to provide means of further securing and protecting the civil 
rights of persons within the jurisdiction of the United States,” 9 September 1957

Description
This legislation established a Commission on Civil Rights to investigate civil rights violations and also established 
a Civil Rights Division within the Department of Justice. The Civil Rights Act of 1957 authorized the prosecution for 
those who violated the right to vote for United States citizens. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 took the issue one step 
further and authorized federal law enforcement to make sure that citizens of all people groups, in all states, were 
allowed to vote.

Full Transcript of the Civil Rights Act of 1957

Transcribed Excerpts from the Civil Rights Act of 1957

Text-Dependent Questions
 • Which groups of people did the Civil Rights Act of 1957 seek to help?
 • What was the problem the Civil Rights Act of 1957 worked to solve?
 • How will the United States government go about solving that problem?

Citation Information
“An Act to provide means of further securing and protecting the civil rights of persons within the jurisdiction of the 
United States,” 9 September 1957. Courtesy of University of Maryland Law Library



IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS  •  600 E. LOCUST ST.  •  DES MOINES, IA 50319  •  IOWACULTURE.GOV

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES

41

Voting Rights Act, 1965

Courtesy of U.S. Congress, “Public Law 89-110: Voting Rights Act of 1965,” 1965

Description
This act was signed into law on August 6, 1965, by President Lyndon B. Johnson. It outlawed the discriminatory  
voting practices adopted in many southern states after the Civil War, including literacy tests as a prerequisite to 
voting. This was a landmark piece of federal legislation in America that prohibited racial discrimination in voting.

Full Transcript of the Voting Rights Act of 1965

Transcribed Excerpt from the Voting Rights Act of 1965

Text-Dependent Questions
 • After reading this act, analyze the excerpt of Political Rights from Citizenship. How did the Voting Rights act of  

 1965 impact all American Indians?
 • Speculate as to why it took so long for American Indians to receive the right to vote in all states, especially after  

 the Civil Rights Act was passed in 1957?

Citation Information
“Public Law 89-110: Voting Rights Act of 1965,” 1965. Courtesy of U.S. Congress
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Meskwaki Land Purchases, 2004

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 2004

Description
This map and accompanying text show the history of land purchases made by the Meskwaki tribe. This particular 
political map shows the dates of multiple land purchases around Highway 30 and the Iowa River by the Meskwaki 
tribe from 1857 to recent years. 

Transcript about Meskwaki Land Purchases

Text-Dependent Questions
 • How has the land that the Meskwaki owned changed over time? Cite evidence from the source to support your  

 answer.
 • Make a timeline showing the years the parcels of land were purchased.


