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Letter from Ho Chi Minh to President Harry Truman
Asking for Intervention, February 28, 1946

VIET-NAM DAN CHU CONG HOA YR . 37329

cHINH PHU LAM THOI

BO NGOAI GlaO 44
: TELEGRAM AR

HANOI FEBRUARY 28 I946

PRESIDENT HOCHIMINH VIETNAM DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC HANOI

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA WASHINGTON D.C.

ON BEHALF OF VIETNAM GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE I BEG TO INBORM YOU
THAT IN COURSE OF CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN VIETNAM GOVERNMENT AND FRENCH
REPRESENTATIVES THE TATTER REQUIRE THE HECFSSION.DF COCHINCHINA AND THE
RETURN OF FRENCH TROOPS IN HANOI STOP MEANWHILE FRENCH POPULATION AND
TROOPS ARE MAKING ACTIVE PREPARATIONS FOR A COUP DE MAIN IN HANOI AND
FOR MILLTARY AGGRESSION STOP I THEREFORE MOST EARNESTLY APPEAL TO YOU
PERSONALLY AND TO THE AMERICAN PEQOPLE TO INTERFERE URGENTLY IN SUPPORT
OF OUR INDEPENDENCE AND HELP MAKING THE NEGOTIATIONS MORE IN KEEPING WITH
THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ATLANTIC AND SAN FRANCISCO CHARTERS

RESPECTFULLY

HOCHIMINH

a1 Hird

i

7

Ho Chi Minh, “Letter from Ho Chi Minh to President Harry S. Truman,” 28 February 1946. Courtesy of
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- 80t CoNGRESS } HOUSE O REPRESENTATIVES { Document
1st Session ; ‘ No. 171

-

RECOMMENDATION FOR ASSISTANCE TO GREECE AND
o TURKEY '

ADDRESS

OF

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

- DELIVERED

BEFORE A JOINT SESSION OF THE SENATE AND THE -HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, RECOMMENDING ASSISTANCE TO GREECE
~ AND TURKEY el

Maren 12, 1947 —Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered
= to be printed

MR. PresipENT, MR. SPEAKER, MEMBERS oF THE CONGRESS OF THE
) UNiTep STATES: .

The gravity of the situation which confronts the world today
necessitates my appearance before a joint session of the Congress.

_ The foreign policy and the national security of this eountry are
involved. ‘ :

- One aspect of the present situation, which I wish to present to you
at tll:.is time for your consideration and decision, concerns Greece and
Turkey. : Gt .

.. The United States has received from the Greek Government an
urgent appeal for financial and economic assistance. Preliminary
reports from the American Economic Mission now in Greece and
reports from the American Ambassador in Greece corroborate the
statement of the Greek Government that assistance is imperative if
Greece is to survive as a free nation. i

- I do not believe that the American people and the Congress wish to
turn a deaf ear to the appeal of the Greek Government.

Greece is not a rich country. Lack of sufficient natural resources
has always forced the Greek people to work hard to make both ends
meet. - Since 1940, this industrious and peace-loving countcy has
suffered invasion, 4 years of cruel enemy occupation, and bitter
internal strife.

When forces of liberation entered Greece they found that the
retreating Germans had destroyed virtually all the railways,; roads,

Truman, Harry S., “Truman Doctrine,” 12 March 1947. Courtesy of National Archives
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RECOMMENDATION FOR ASSISTANCE TO GREECE AND TURKEY J

consideration the maximum amount of relief assistance which would
be furnished to Greece out of the $350,000,000 which I recently re-
quested that the Congress authorize for the prevention of starvation
and suffering in countries devastated by the war. ;

In addition to funds, I ask the Congress to authorize the detail of
American civilian and military personnel to Greece and Turkey, at
the request of those countries, to assist in the tasks of reconstruction,
and for the purpose of supervising the use of such financial and
material assistance as may be furnished. I recommend that authority
also be provided for the instruction and training of selected Greek and
Turkish personnel.

Finally, I ask that the Congress provide authority which will permit
the speediest and most effective use, in terms of needed commodities,
supplies, and equipment, of such funds as may be authorized.

If further funds, or further authority, should be needed for purposes
indicated in this message, I shall not hesitate to bring the situation
before the Congress. On this subject the executive and legislative
branches of the Government must work together.

This is a serious course upon which we embark.

I would not recommend it except that the alternative is much more
Serrous. ;

The United States contributed $341,000,000,000 toward winning
World War II. This is an investment in world freedom and world
peace.

The assistance that I am recommending for Greece and Turkey
amounts to little more than one-tenth of 1 percent of this investment.
It is only common sense that we should safeguard this investment
and make sure that it was not in vain.

The seeds of totalitarian. regimes are nutured by misery and want.
They spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife. They
(rieach their full growth when the hope of a people for a better life has

ied.

We must keep that hope alive.

The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining
their freedoms. :

If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the
world—and we shall surely endanger the welfare of our own Nation.

Great responsibilities have been placed upon us by the swift move-
ment of events.

I am confident that the Congress will face these responsibilities
squarely.

Tree Warre House, March 12, 1947.
O

Harry S. TRUMAN.

Truman, Harry S., “Truman Doctrine,” 12 March 1947. Courtesy of National Archives



“Come South” Propaganda Poster, August 5, 1954
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“Communism Means Terrorism,” September 15, 1954
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“America’s Stake in Vietnam” Speech by U.S. Senator
John F. Kennedy, June 1, 1956 (pg.1)
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American Friends of Vietmam
62 West 45th Steeet
New York 36, New York

FOR RELEASE 1 P.M., FRIDAY, June lst.

Remarks of Senator John F. Kennedy (Dem .-Mass.) at the Conference on "America's
Stake in Viemam" sponsored by the American Friends of Vietnam, Willard Hotel,
Washington, D. C., June first.

It is a genuine pleasure to be here today.at this vital Conference on the future of Viemam,
and America's stake in that new nation, sponsored by the American Friends of Viemam,
an organization of which I am proud to be a member. Your meeting today at a time when
political events concerning Viemam are approaching a climax, both in that country and

in our own Congress, is rtios: timely. Your topic and deliberations, which emphasize the
promise of the future more than the fatlures of the past, are most constructive. Ican
assure you that the Congress of the United States will give considerable weight to your
findings and recommendations; and I extend to all of you who have made the effoxt to

participate in this Confexence my congratualtions and best wishes.

Itis aﬁ ironic and tragic fact that this Conference is being held at a time when the news
about Viewam has vlrm&:lly disappeared from the front pages of the American press, and
the American people have all but forgotten the tiny nation for which we are in large
measure responsible. This decline in public attention is due, I believe, to three factors:
(1) First, it is due in part to the amazing success of President Diem in meeting firmly
and with determination the major political and economic crises which had heretofore
continually plagued Viemam. (I shall say more about this point later, for it deserves
more consideration from all Americans interested in the future of Asia.)

(2) Secondly, it is due in part to the traditional role of American journalism, including

readers as well as writers, 1o be more interested in crises than in accomplishments,

Kennedy, John F., “America’s Stake in Vietnam,” 1 June 1956. Courtesy of National Archives
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to give more space to the threat of wars than the need for worl'cs, and to write larger
headlines on the sensational omissions of the past than the creative missions of the future.
(3) Third and finally, our neglect of Viemam is the result of one of the most serious
weaknesses that has hampered the long-range effectiveness of American foreign policy
over the past several years -- and that is the over emphasis upon our role as "volunteer
fire department" for the world. Whenever and wherever fire breaks out -- in Indo=China,
in the Middle East, in Guatemala, in Cyprus, in the Formosan Straits - - our Iire;nen
rush in, wﬁeeling up all their heavy equipment, and resorting to every known methoed of
containing and extinguishing the blaze. The croud gathers -- the usually successful
efforts of our able volunteers are heartily applauded -- and then the firemen rush off
to the next conflagration, leaving the grateful but still stunned inhabitants to clean up the

rubble, pick up the pieces and rebuild their homes with whatever resources are available.

The role , to be sure, is a necessary one; but it is not the only role to be played, and
the others cannot be ignored. A volunteer fire department halts, but rarely prevents,
fires. It repels but rarely rebuilds; it meets the problems of the present but not of the
future. And while we are devoting our attention to the Communist arson in Korea, there
Is smoldering in Indo-China; we turn our efforts to Indo-China until the alarm sounds in

Algeria -- and so it goes.

Of course Vietnam is not completely forgotten by our policy-makexs :{;day -- I could not
in honesty make such a charge and the facts would easily refute it - - but the unfortunate
truth of the matter is that, in my opinion, Vietnam would in all likelihood be receiving
more attention from our Congress and Administmtion._and greater assistance under our

aid programs, if it were in imminent danger of Communist invasion or revolution. Like

Kennedy, John F., “America’s Stake in Vietnam,” 1 June 1956. Courtesy of National Archives
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those peoples of Latin America and" Africa whom we have very nearly overlooked in the
past decade, the Viemamese may find that their devoton to the cause of democracy, and
their success in reducing the strength of local Communist groups, have had the ironic
effect of reducing American support. Yet the need for that support has in no way been
reduced. (I hope it will not be necessary for the Diem Government -- or this oxganiza-
tion -~ to subsidize the growth of the South Viemam Communist Party in order to focus

American attention on that nation's eritical needsl)

No one contends that we should now rush all our fire-fighting equipment to Vietnam,
ignoring the Middle East or any other part of the world. But neither should we conclude
that the cessation of hostilities in Indo-China removed that area from the list of important
areas of United States foreign policy. Let us briefly consider exactly what is "America's

Stake in Vietnam':

(1) First, Viemam represents the cornerstone of the Free World in Southeast Asia, the
keystone to the arch, the finger in the dike. Burma, Thailand, India, Japan, the Philip-
pines and obviously Laos and Cambodia are among those whose security would be .
threatened if the Red Tide of Communism overflowed into Vietnam. In the past, our
policy-makers have sometimes issued contradictory statements on this point -- but the
long history of Chinese invasions of Southcast Asia being stopped by Vietnamese warriors

- should have removed all doubt on this subject.

Mozreover, the independence of Free Viewmam is crucial to the free world in fields other
than the military. Her economy is essential to the economy of all of Southeast Asia; and
her political liberty is an inspiration to those seeking to obtain or maintain their liberty

in all parts of Asia -- and indeed the world. The fundamental tenets of this nation's

Kennedy, John F., “America’s Stake in Vietnam,” 1 June 1956. Courtesy of National Archives
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foreign policy, in short, depend in considerable measure upon a strong and free Viemamese

nation.

(2) Secondly, Vietnam represents a proving ground of democracy in Asia. However we
may choose to ignore it or deprecate it, the rising prestige and influence of Communist
China in Asia are unchallengable facts. Vietmam represents the alternative 1o Communist
dictatorship. If this democratic experiment fails, if some one million refugees have fled
the totalitarianism of the Noxth only to find neither freedom nor security in the South,

then weakness, not strength, will characterize the meaning of democracy in the minds

of still more Asians. The United States is directly responsible for this experiment --

it is playing an important role in the laboratory where it is being conducted. We cannot

afford to permit that experiment to fail.

(3) Third and in somewhat similar fashion, Viemam represents a test of American re-
sponsibility and determination in Asia. If we are not the parents of little Viemam, then
Surely we are the godparents. We presided at its birth, we gave assistance to its life,
we have helped to shape its future. As French influence in the political, economic and
military spheres has declined in Vietnam, American influence has steadily grown. This
is our offspring - - we cannot abandon it, we ¢annot ignore its needs. And if it falls victim
to any of the perils that threaten its existence -- Communism, political anarchy, poverty
. and the rest’---then-the United Smles,--3w1ih'sorﬂé{jusﬁj’fcatidn; .will be held Tedponsible; - =7 . -

and our prestige in Asia will sink tc a new low.

(4) Fourth and finally, America's stake in Viemam, in her strength and in her security,
is a very selfish one -- for it can be measured, in the last analysis, in terms of American

lives and American dollars. It is now well known that we were at one time on the brink of
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war in Indo-China -- a war which could well have been more éosﬂy, more exhausting

and less conclusive than any war we have ever known. The threat of such war is not now
altogether removed from the horizon. Military weakness, political instability ox economié
failure in the new state of Vietmam could change almost overnight the apparent security
which has increasingly characterized that area under the leaders:hlp of Premier Diem .

And the key position of Vietnam in Southeast Asia, as already discussed, makes inevitable

the involvement of this nation's security in any new outbreak of trouble.

lIt is these four points, in my opinion, that represent America's stake in Viemamese
security. And before we look to the future, letr us stop tw review what the Diem Govern-
ment has already accomplished by way of increasing that security. Most striking of all,
perhaps, has heen the rehabilitaton of more than 3/4 of a million refugees from the
North. For these courageous people dedicated to the free way of life, approximartely

45, 000 houses have been constructed, 2500 wells dug, 100 schools established and dozens

of medical centers and maternity homes provided.

Equally impressive has been the increased solidarity and swability of the Government, the
elimination of rebellious sects and the taking of the first vitwl steps toward true democracy .
Where once colonialism and Communism struggled for supremacy, a free and independent
republic has been proclaimed, recognized by over 40 countries of the free world. Where

once a playboy emperor ruled from a distant shore, a constment assembly has been elected.

s-aS0¢tal and economic. reforms, hays likewlse been remarkable. The living conditiong oL, - -, i
the peasants have been vastly improved, the wastelands have been cultivated, and a wider
ownership of the land is gradually being encouraged. Farm cooperatives and farmex loans

have modernized an outmoded agricultural economy; and a tremendous dam in the center

of the country has made possible the irrigation of a vast area previously uncultivared.
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Legislation for better labor relations, health protection, working conditions and wages

has been completed under the leadership of President Diem .,

Finally, the Viemamese army -- now fighting for its own homeland and not its colonial
masters -- has increased tremendously in both quality and quantity. General O'Daniel

can tell you more about these accomplishments.

But the responsibility of the United States for Viemam does not conclude, obviously, with
a review of what has been accomplished thus far with our help. Much more needs to be
done; much more, in fact, than we have been doing up t now. Military alliances in
Southeast Asia are necess:ary but not enough. Atomic superiority and the development of
new ultimate weapons are not enough. Informational and propaganda activities, warning
of the evils of Communism and the blessings of the American way of life, are not enough
in & country whexe concepts of free enterprise and capitalism are meaningless, where
poverty and hunger are not enemies across the 17th parallel but enemies within their
midst. As Ambassador Chuong has recently said: "People cannot be expected to fight
for the Free World unless they have their own freedom to defend, their freedom from

foreign domination as well as ireedom from misery, oppression, corruption.”

I shall not attempt to set forth the details of the type of aid program this naton should
& otfer; ﬂl?u‘f lemamese x=for: it is not ‘h% .F_‘,E‘E'i,i?-?%d_‘a_‘ program. &I‘a‘arf as.impoxtantas. ...
the spirit with which it is offered and the objectives it seeks to accomplish. We should
not attempt to buy the friendship of the Vietnamese. Nor can we win their hearts by
making them dependent upon our handouts. What we must offer them is a revolution --

a political, economic and social revolution far superior to anything the Communists can

offer -- far more peaceful, faxr more democratic and far more locally controlled. Such
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a Revolution will require much from the Unite.d States and much from V_iemam. We must
supply capital 1o replace that drained by the centuries of colonial exploitation; technicians .
to train those handicapped by deliberate policies of illiteracy; guidance to assist a nation
taking those first feeble steps toward t‘he complexities of a republican form of government.
We must assist the inspiring growth of Viemamese democracy and economy, including the
compleré' integration of those refugees who gave up their homes and their belongings to

seek freedom. We must provide military assistance to rebuild the new Viemamese Army,

which every day faces the growing peril of Vietminh Armies across the border,

And finally, in the councils of the world, we must never permit any diplomatic action
adverse to this, one of the youngest members of the family of nations -- and I include in
that injunction a plea that the United States never give its approval to the early nationwide
elections called for by the Geneva Agreement of 1954. Neither the United States nor Free
Vietnam was a party to that agreement -- and neither the United States nor Free Viemam
is ever going to be a party to an election obviously stacked and subverted in advance, urged

upon us by those who have already broken their own pledges under the Agreement they now

seek 1w enforce.

All this and more we can offer Free Viemam, as it passes through the present period of
transition on its way to a new era -- an era of pride and independence, an era of democratic
:7 :8nd. economic growtly r= an era which; when contragted:wi th.the long. years of colonial op= i~ 7

pression, will truly represent a political, social and economic revolution .

This is the revolution we can, we should, we must offer to the people of Viemam -- not
as charity, not as a business proposition, not as a political maneuver, nor simply to enlist

them as soldiers against Communism or as chattels of American foreign policy -- but a
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revolution of their own making, for their own welfare, and for the security of freedom ' 3
everywhere. The Communists offer them another kind of revolution, glittering and seductive
in its superficial appeal. The choice between the two can be made only by the Viemamese
people themselves. But in these times of trial and burden, true friendships stand out. As
Premier Diem recently wrote a great friend of Viemam, Senator Mansfield, "It is only in
wintexr that you can tell which trees are evergreen.”" And I am confident that if this nation
demonstrates that it has not forgotten the people of Viemam, the people of Viemam will

demonstrate that they have not forgotten us.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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May 11, 1981

NATIONAL SECURITY AGTION MEMORANDUM NO. 52

TO: The Scecretary oi Stata

The Bresident today reviewsd the report of the Vietnam Task Force,
entitled ! Program of Action to Prevent Communist Domination of

South Vietmam. ' Subjest to amendments or revisions which he may

wish to make after providing cpportunity for a further discussion at the
next meeting of the National Security Council, now scheduled foxr May 19,
the President has made the following decisions en the basis of this report:

1. The U. 5. ohjective and concept of operations stated in the
report arc approved: to prevent Communist domination of South Vietnam;
to create in that country a viable and increasingly democratic societly,
and to initizte, on zn accelerated basis, a series of mutually supporting
actions of a military, political, ecomomic, psychological and covert
character designed to achieve this chjective.

z. The approval given for specific military acticns by the
President at the Mational Security Gouncil meeting on April 29, 1961,
is confirmed.

3, Additional actions listed at pages 4 and 5 of the Task Force
Report are authorized, with the objective of mesting the increased security
threat resulting frem the new situation along the frontier betwoen Laos
and Vietnam. In particular, the President directs an assessment of the
sailitary utility of a further increase in G.V.N. forces from 170,000 to
200, 000, together with an assessment of the parallel politiczl and
fiscal implications.

4. The President dirccts full examination by the Defensc
Department, under the guidance of the Director of the continuing Task
Force @n Victnam, of the size and compasition of forces which would be
desirable in the casec of a possible commitment of U. 8. forces to Vietnam.
The diplomatic setting within which this action might be taken should alsa
b examined.
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5. The U. 5. will scck to inerease the confidence of President
Diem and his government in the United States by a serics of actions and
messages relating to the trip of Vice President Johnson. The . & will
attempt to strengthen President Diem's popular support within Vietaam by
reappraisal and negotiation, under the direction of Ambassador MNelting.
Armbassador Nolting is also :cquas'md to recommend any neCesSsSATY
reorganization of the Country Tean for thosc purposes.

6. The U. 5. will nepotiate in appropriate ways to improve
Vietnam's relationship with other countries, especially Cambodia, and
its standing in world opinion.

7. THe Ambassader is avthorized to begin nepotiations
locking toward 2 new bilateral arrangement with Vietnam, but no firm
commitment will be made to such an arrangement without further review
by the Fresident.

8. The U. 5. will undertake economic programs in Vietnam
with a view to both short term immediate impact and & contribution to
the longer range economic viability of the country, and the specific
‘actions proposed on pages 12 and 13 of the Task Force Report are
authorized. :

9. The U. 5. will strenpthen its efforts in the psychological
field as recommended on peges 14 and 15 of the Task Foree Report.

10. The program for covert actions outlined on page 15 of
the Task Force Report is approved.

11. These decisions will be supported by appropriate budgetary
action, but the President reserves judgment on the levels of funding pro-
posed on pages 15 and 16 of the Task Force Repart and in the funding annox.

12. Fimally, the President approves the continuation of a special
Task Force on Vietaam, established in and directed by the Department of
State under Sterling J. Cottrell as Director, and Chalmers B. Wood as

Execcuiive Qificar.

MeGeorge Dundy

Informetion coples to!
Defense
ClA
USin
Tredsury
LoD
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NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 115

O The Secretary of State
The Secretary of Dofense

SUBJECT: Defolisnt Operations in Viet Nam

The President has approved the recommendation of the Secrotary
of State and the Deputy Socrotary of Defense fo participate in & seloc~
tive and carefully controlled joint program of defoliant oporations in
Viet Nam starting with the clsaranco of koy routes and proceeding
thereafior to food denlal culy if the most eareful basis of rosettloment
and alternative food supply hao been created. Operations in Zone D
and the border areas shall not be undertaken until there are reslistic
possibilities of irnmediate military exploitation.

The President further sgreed that there should be careful
prior consideration and authorization by Washington of any plans
mwwcmcmmmmmmmmu-
fore such plans are exocuted,

McGeorge Buady
Information Coples to: I

The Director of Central Intelligence

The Director, U, 8. Information Agency

The Director, Dureau of the Budget

The Admiaistrator, Agency for
International Development

The Military Representative of the President ©¢: Mrs. Lincoln
Y 7 Mr. McG. Bundy

B. Smith/C. Johnson

TR Robert Johnson
$c F‘-'-l-e. Fmi.a

- Ol T A ¢y A &{.«W.G/z;. g.dﬁs/rf

“National Security Action Memorandum No. 115 Defoliant Operations in Vietnam,” 30 November 1961.
Courtesy of National Archives



“Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,” July 26, 1963 (pg.1)

L 0

_ banning nuclear weapon tests
. in the atmosphere, in outer
space and under water

The Governments of the United States of America, the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, hereinafter referred to
as the "Original Parties",

Proclaiming as their principal aim the speediest
possible achievement of an agreement on general and complete
disarmament under strict international control in accordance
with the objectives of the United Nations which would put an
end to the armaments race and eliminate the incentive to the

production and testing of all kinds of weapons, including
nuclear weapons,

Seeking to achieve the discontinuance of all test

I! explosions of nuclear weapons for all time, determined to
continue negotiations to this end, and desiring to put an end
to the contamination of man's environment by radioactive
substances,

Have agreed as follows:

Article I

l. BEach of the Parties to this Treaty undertakes to
prohibit, to prevent, and not to carry out any nuclear
weapon test explosion, or any other nuclear explosion, at
any place under its jurisdiction or control:

(a) in the atmosphere; beyond its limits, including
outer space; or underwater, including territorial waters or
high seas; or

o

it H P

“Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,” 26 July 1963. Courtesy of National Archives



“Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,” July 26, 1963 (pg.2)

\ IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have caused the Seal of the Unlted

|  states of America to be hereunto affixed.

DONE at the city of Washington

this tenth day of

October in the year of
our Lord one thousand

nine hundred sixty-three

the Independence
ates of
Ame

eighty—eighfh.

By the President:

MEWJL‘

Secretary of State

“Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,” 26 July 1963. Courtesy of National Archives



“Stick ‘em up!” June 9, 1964
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Valtman, Edmund S., “Stick ‘em up!” The Hartford Times, 9 June 1964. Courtesy of Library of Congress



Letter from lowa Soldier during the Vietnam War,
September 6, 1967 (pg.1)

% Orderly Room
Co B, 504th MP Bn
CAMP HOLLOWAY
Pleiku, "wet" Central Highlands
Republic of Viet Nam
Wednesday pm, 6 September 1967

Dear Mrg Greene:

Ve had some excitment last Wednesday night. We were sitting around read-
ing and writing at 8:30 when the company area shook with an explosion. Some-
one yelled, "incoming mortars!" The alert siren in the motor pool was turned
on, and grabbing weapons, flack jackets and steel pots, we scrambled for our
bunker, After five minutes we noticed that we seemed to be the only company
on alert., In ten minutes the word came down that it was a false alarm; two
guys in & 179th Aviation Company hooch (150 yds from our hooch) were taking
apart a M179 grenade round to convert it to a salt shaker when it exploded.
One guy lost a hand and part of his leg, and the other cought a piece in his
side, Such a2 waste and a tragedy! They won't even get a purple heart,

Vie have an unusual new vehicle in our company. It is one of six new V100
Commando Armored Cars recently delivered to Vietnam., The all-around seven-ton
weight armor makes the crew immune to small-arms fire, hand grenades and many
other explosive devices. The hull is designed with no vertical surface (1ike
the CAIRO, to deflect large projectiles), It doesn't have to stick to solid
ground either, When the crew "buttons up" the hatches, the car can navigate
calm bodies of water, It can go 60 mph under ideal conditions, and evén if all
four of its big tires should lose pressure, the thing will still top 40 mph on
a good road, We are very happy to have the car for escort of important convoys
through unsecured areas,

Do you remember my mention of a fellow named Ferraro being accidently
shot in the leg? Well that poor guy is the unluckiest person l've ever met,
He finally got on his feet and back to duty after 6 weeks and what happens - he
gets thrown through the windshield in a jeep wreck., He now has a broken leg,
taped wrists and stitches all over his chin, and won't be able to take the cast
off till November, The common consensus is, "give the poor guy a hardship dis-
charge before he kills himself," His nickname is '"combat."

Headquarters personnel of this company got a new platoon SGT last month in
the person of Supply Sergeant McMullen who is affectionately called "The Buzzard"
because of his stopped back, big ears and hooked nose, He insisted on separating
us in our living quarters by job category so for last two weeks all the supply
and personnel clerks have been swinging hamers and hauling lumber, Our new
hooch is really nice = 40x20!' with 8! walls and large general purpose tent cover-
ing our A-frame supports to keep oul the weather, Vhile we were at it I built
wooden shelfs to it the inside of my metal wall locker. I am now perfectly
organized for the first time since I entered into this military existence,

This last weekend elections were held in town, Extra MP's were brought up
from the 4th Div at Dragon Mt to handle any enemy-inspired disturbances., The

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 6 September 1967



Letter from lowa Soldier during the Vietnam War,
September 6, 1967 (pg.2)

only thing so far was that a convoy was ambushed Saturday night on Hwy 19 near
Mang Giang Pass with 8 killed and 10 wounded, I rode through Pleiku, Sunday
morning as shotgun for our mail clerk. The streets were filled with ARVIN
soldiers and people in their colorful holliday clothes. I saw many buildings
flying the red and yellow Vietnamese flags, and there were long lines of

voters in front of several, There were election posters all over, and every-
one seemed to be having a pood time, As of tonight there hawvn't been any inci-
dents downtown. "Maybe" we are making some progress over here,

Two of our guys just returned from R&R in Bangkok, and for a couple of
days straight we've been hearing of the Vow girls erhotos to prove it) and
Movely nights," I'm not going on R&R; I don't think I could say "No" once
I got there. Besides, the couple of hundred I'd spend is going for a new
typewriter when I get home,

I'm sure it would amuse you to see me now, Our new platoon sergeant
doesn't mind mustashes,and I've been cultivating one for last 23 weeks - really
like like "un hombre malo."

After much changing of mind it now seems that ow whole company will
move to Camp Schmidt on ther side of Pleiku by the end of this month, Everyone
hates the idea of moving.

You know, I've been here so long (and become really fond of one of the

little Vietnamese mama~sans) that it's going to take some time to readjust to
the shining qualities of Aperican girls .... like maybe a whole hour or two,

Look forward to hearing from you soon, and getting all the latest news,
I'm sorry I am so very late in answering -

Sincerel

PS5, Ve now have a new CO and 15G, snd it seems that life is pretiy near 100%
different than it was here just a short 50 days ago. OSpeaking of days, I now
have only 169 to go = SHORT ! ! !

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 6 September 1967



“Vietnamese Army’s Seven Commandments”
Propaganda Poster, May 28, 1956

BAO VE AN AciPoo DAN

“Army Behavior Poster (7 Panels to set) - Vietnamese Army’s Seven Commandments,” U.S. Information
Agency, 28 May 1956. Courtesy of National Archives



Letter Detailing Agricultural Issues in North Vietnam,
1963 (pg.1)

The article then stated that of the 220,000 hectares that were to have been
cleared in the first two years of the plan, only 160,000 were cleared, Thus
the DRV fell behind the 1961 por capita average,

The recent demotion of tho Minister of Agriculture, Neghiem Xuan Yem,
to the position of Minister of State Farms, algo refleoted the poor perform-
ance of this segment of North Viet~Nam's econcmy in 1962, This change and
Yen's replacement was anncunced at a January 7 meeting of the National Assembly's
Standing Committee. The Minister had been a high ranking DRV official in the
agricultural minigtry since 1947 and held the ministerial portfolio since 1954.
His demotion at this time, together with other shifts in agricultural leader-
ship, undoubtedly reflect top-level displeasure at the poor showing of DRV
agriculture during the last few years,

In a radio broadcast in December 1962, then Mindster Yem explained at
length how woll the people of the North hed done in the field of agriculture
in gpite of the many natural calamities which struck during the year, Though
the severe droughts and typhoons during 1962 were a major factor in holding
back agricultural preduction, his remarks, viewed in light of his demotion,
appeared to be an attempt to draw attention awsy from human failings, including
his own,

In February, this year, Hanoi also revealed that a worsening drought has
already caused crop demage in many areas, In a strongly worded order on anti-
drought measures broadcast from the Communist party secretariat on February 1,
authorities in a "nurber of localities" were charged with administrative and
leadership failures as a result of having "fallen into passivity when the
drought drapgged on seriously”. The statement further revealed that peasants
in "a aumber of areas" had become so discouraged over persistent drought
conditions that they had given up the struggle and left the farms for other
enployment,

Hhether caused by weather or managerial bungling, another poor crop
would not only add to food problems but would further exacerbate existing
peasant dissatisfaction with the rural cooperatives., It is quite apparent
that in a country not well suited for agricultural production, the expansion
of coriculture beyond the efficlently arable land and ¢apacity of the peaple
hag been plagued by the law of diminishing returns,

These agrioultural failures in North Viet-Nem as well ag gimilar failures
in Cemmnist China should contimie to serve as a lesson to the primarily
agricultural oriented developing areas that the so celled "efficient” and
"gystematic" Commnist methods are not always successful nor worthy of emnlation,

“North Vietnam’s Agricultural Failures Create Serious Food Problem,” 1963. Courtesy of National Archives



Letter Detailing Agricultural Issues in North Vietnam,
1963 (pg.2)

North Viet-Nam's failure to achicve any significant edvances in agri-
cultural production over the past three years —=- in the face of its rapidly
expanding population —- has created serious food problems which Hanol
obviously views with concern, Figures released by the DRV in late December
and early January indicated clearly that the DRV!s agriculture fell behind
both planned norms and the population growth in North Viet-Nam, While the
DRV claimed that the gross value of agricultural production in 1962 increased
4,3 percent (as against 8,9 percent in 1961), the increase in the amount of

;= foed available to the population was considerably lsss,

The Viet-Nam News Agency (VNA), for oxample, reported that the total
production of paddy rice for 1962 was 5,600,000 metric tons; only 70,000
more than lagt year, a parcentage incrense of about 1,2 percent, This in-
crease is slight compared to the DRVIs population growth of 2-3 percent a
year,

Racent Hanol birth control pleas #hwagh the media have reflected the DRV
food problem, On January 10, 1963, the deily Thoi Moi called for greater
efforts in birth control during 1953, and made it clear that some efforts had
aelready been exerted in this direction, The article referred to talks by
medical codres on methods for preventing conception, "experimental units"
where birth control has been carried out, and coursecs conducted by labor
unions. It thon argued against the largeness of the family by streasing the
plight of young widows with several children, numerous work hours lost because
of children's illnesses or confinements, and the general burden of maintaining
a large family, It failed, naturally, to mention the primary reason for the
increased interest in birth control -- the disproportionate increase of
population over agricultural production,

In the same vein, the Communist porty organ Mhan Dan admitted a year
ago that even if the rice target of the five year plan were met, the DRV
could not produce enoupgh rice to meet the needs of its rising population,
Thon, on January 21, 1963, this same paper again stressed DRV concern over
the expanding population and revealed that measures teken to date were in-
adequate, It noted:

In five years of agricultural development, 1961-1965,

the North will, it 1s planned, clear 550,000 additional
hectares of land, Because of our rapid increase in
jpopulation =— it is estimated that the northern population
will reach 19 million persons by the end of 1965 —- we

will be able to maintain the 1961 average per capita acreage
only if we achiove the above norm of land c¢learance,

“North Vietnam’s Agricultural Failures Create Serious Food Problem,” 1963. Courtesy of National Archives



Memorandum of World’s Reaction to Developments in
Vietnam, September 14, 1963 (pg.1)
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September 14, 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. McGeorpge Bundy
Special Assistant to the FPresident
The White House

SUBJECT: World Reaction to Developments in Viet=-Ham

Some sympathy for the 1, S, dilemma in Viet-Nam has emerged in the
last week, particularly in Western Europe, but most comment is still critical
of U.5. policies. There is virtually no sympathy for the Diem regime, except
in South Korea and the Philippines where officials see Diem as the only available
anti=communist bulwark. This applies to some extent to Thailand as well,

De Gaulle's oral intervention was criticized widely in France except by
the papers traditionally supporting him. It drew only limited comment elsewhere.

FAR EAST

The situation in Viet-Nam continues to receive major news play but editorial
comment has slackened during past week. Available comment, both media and
official, has tended to focus on the question of continued U,S, support for the Diem
regime, Reference to the possibility of a neutralized Viet-Nam, as implied by
Die Gaulle, has been limited, Buddhist groups in Thalland, Burma and Cambedia
continue to agitate against GVN treatment of Buddhists, Peking and Hanol reports
now reflect belief that U.5. may eventually replace Diem but that this will not
affect the war.

WESTERN EURQOFPE

Viet-Mam crisis remains the subject of continuing and extensive news
coverage and considerable editorial comment in the West European press, Comment
has been almnoat totally critical of the Diermn family reglme, Though not uneritical: )
of some American moves, the majority of non-communist papers display con-
siderable sympathy for the U,S. dilemma, and have offered few concrete
suggestions for remedies. Recent news coverage has played up U.S. alleged
participation in anti-Diem meoves but editorial comment on this subject is not yet

available, [LEM ACSIEIED -

GRULELDI MR 1, - Group 4
Downgraded at 3-Year Intervals
Declassified 12 Yearas after Date of Origin

“World Reaction to Developments in Vietnam,” 14 September 1963. Courtesy of National Archives



Memorandum of World’s Reaction to Developments in
Vietnam, September 14, 1963 (pg.2)
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Crisis continunes receive substantial news play though volume has dwindled
somewhat since the wave of reaction following the imposition of artial law and
attack on pagodas on August 21, Scattered editorial and backgrounders in media
are relentlessly critical of the Diemn regime and continue to view its removal
as the only answer if the war against the Viet Cong is to be won. Criticism of
7.5, policy has softened somewhat, most cditorial comment viewing U.5. as
faced with necessity of dealing with ""difficult and corrupt" regime with which it
has little sympathy while rezponding to the lenger range necessity of fiphting the
Viet Cong. De Gaulle proposal for unification has drawn little attention. Three
leading Indian newspapers split sharply, one opposing and two supporting it.

AFRICA

Only light and scattered coverage of Viet-Nam issue., Except for Algeria,
very little comment specifically condemns the U,5. Some Africans view South
Vietnamese events in terms of Catholic oppression during the Middle Ages.
Neuatralization of the country is offered as a possible solution in Tunisia's
Jeune Afrigue,

LATIN AMERICA

South Vietnam situation receiving meoderate news treatment. Editorial
comment scarce. News treatment often appeared under headlines which point
up the disagreement between Washington and Saigon.

CONCLUSION:

Virtually no sympathy or support for Diem regime except as noted above.
Some sympathy for U.S. dilemma in Viet-Nam { I would expect this note of
sympathy and understanding to increase unless new and vielent acts of suppression
ocecur in South Timt-Nam."

1 conclude that the degree of the dilemma and the complexity of the iasues
involved is almost as well understood abroad as it is in Washington,

ard R, o
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“World Reaction to Developments in Vietnam,” 14 September 1963. Courtesy of National Archives



“Aggression from the North” Propaganda Poster,
April 23, 1965

Communists unleash carefully planned program
of concealed war against South Viet-Nam

Since 1959 nearly 37,000 highly-trained
Communist Viet Cong soldiers have infiltrated
South Viet-Nam (see map) to wage a brutal
| campaign of terror and subver-
sion against a peaceful nation.
At the request of South Viet-
Nam, the United States has pro-
e | vided military aid and economic

support in this defensive struggle
‘ to maintain freedom and security.

FROM THE

- pLim®

Conclusive evidence of aggression:

BN EE THUS TS

... veluntary confessions made by .captured cargo ship laden with
defecting Communist scldiers Communist arms and ammunition

..typical Viet Cong attacks
against civilian population

“Aggression From the North,” U.S Information Agency, 23 April 1965. Courtesy of National Archives



Saigon CIA Chief’s Assessment of Vietnam,
March 17, 1975 (pg.1)

MEMORANDUM
1651
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL T
URGENT INFORMATION g-‘
SEGRET March 17, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT J‘)‘\}r\ /W
FROM: WILLIAM L. STEARMANL&
SUBJECT: Saigon CIA Station Chief's Assessment

of the Current Military Situation in
South Vietnam

The CIA Station Chief in Saigon has just completed an appraisal of
the current military situation there following the outbreak of North
Vietnamese attacks on March 10.

At Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President outlining the key
points of this assessment.

RECOMMENDATION:
/’ i»ono
That you sign the memorandum at Tab I. ;o G;:
1 -.gé ‘%;
&O ~
A
DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5
NSC Memo, 11/24/98, State Dept. Guidelines €14 Revi o Yoo
SECRET By . leaM  NARA, Date _219l00

“Memorandum Regarding the Saigon Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) Station Chief’s Assessment of the
Current Military Situation in South Vietnam,” Office of the Assistant to the President for National Security
Affairs, 17 March 1975. Courtesy of National Archives



Saigon CIA Chief’s Assessment of Vietnam,
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MEMORANDUM e T TeRL.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

URGENT INFORMATION

SECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT

SUBJECT: Saigon CIA Station Chief's Assessment of
the Current Military Situation in South Vietnam

The CIA Station Chief in Saigon has just completed an appraisal of
the current military situation there following the outbreak of North
Vietnamese attacks on March 10.

The key points in this analysis are as follows:

-~ Developments of the past two weeks in South Vietnam leave no
doubt that the Government (GVN) is facing a "general offensive' as
traditionally defined to include coordinated, countrywide attacks by
divisional-sized units aimed at bringing about a decisive change in the
military and political situation.

-~ Elements of two strategic reserve divisions recently have moved
from North Vietnam into the South and possibly other elements are on
the way.

-- The GVN as a result of U, S. aid cutbacks is in the position of
having to defend itself with far fewer resources than ever before, a
problem which has been seriously exacerbated by the latest round of
fighting.

~= The drawdown on GVN ammunition and POL stocks will soon be
staggering.

~= In their own guidance documents and briefings the Communists
are describing 1975 as the year of decision in which large scale military
activity will bring about decisive changes in the military=-political balance.

DECLASSIFIED
SEERET E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.5

NSC Memo, 11724198, State Dept, Gyidelines ,C19 Reviend Yoo
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“Memorandum Regarding the Saigon Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) Station Chief’s Assessment of the
Current Military Situation in South Vietnam,” Office of the Assistant to the President for National Security
Affairs, 17 March 1975. Courtesy of National Archives



Saigon CIA Chief’s Assessment of Vietnam,
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SESRET 2

-= Moreover, Communist propaganda and secret documents clearly
attribute the improvements in Communist fortunes to developments in
the U.S. North Vietnam's authoritative Party journal '"Hoc Tap' re=-
cently interpreted the cutback in U.S. aid to South Vietnam as a sign
of U.S. impotence and unwillingness to reenter the Indochina conflict
and indicated that this had figured centrally in Hanoi's decision to
escalate the fighting in 1975.

-« In summary, South Vietnam is inddeep trouble because of North
Vietnamese determination to bring about a military solution. Unless
the presenttrends are reversed, within the next few months the very
existence of an independent non- Communist South Vietnam will be at
stake. The emergency will not be like that now faced in Phnom Penh,
because South Vietnamese leadership is stronger and geographic factors
are more favorable. However, the ultimate outcome is hardly in doubt
because South Vietnam cannot survive without American military aid as
long as North Vietnam's war-making capacity is unimpaired and supported
by the Soviet Union and China.

“Memorandum Regarding the Saigon Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) Station Chief’s Assessment of the
Current Military Situation in South Vietnam,” Office of the Assistant to the President for National Security
Affairs, 17 March 1975. Courtesy of National Archives



