FUGITIVE SLAVE:
CASE WAS TRIED

Burlington Was Scene of Hearing and
Negroes Had EBEeen Trans-
ported on Underground
Rallroad,

. i

SALEM ‘VAS IMPORTANT |

—— —

‘Missourians Wanted to Take Negroes
Back With Them, But the
Quakers Were Praying
Otherwise, r

-

The valem (lowa) News, in pub-
lishing reminiscences from its old
files prints the proceedings of° the
fugitive slave case which was tried in

“A report of the trial proceeding of

jthn ‘Fugitive Slave (Case’ was being
published,  occurying considerable
8pace each week for several months
' The trial was held in Burlington In
1860). Buel Daggs, plaintiff, vs. Elihu
Frazier, et al., defendants. The sum
of $10,000 damages was asked by
plaintiff as compensatien for the serv-
ices of nine slaves who escaped from

en, were assisted to elude their own-
eérs by defendants., In this connection
it will np doubt be of interest to the
older residents to publish a report of
an incident above referred to, taken
from a family history written by
landsey Coppock, an uncle of Mrs. J.
B. Bicksler, who at the time conduct-
'ed a carding mill in the Edward
(Silmpson house, north part of town.
He says: ‘In June, 1848, T had bhought
theé cardin~ macalne, store and stor:-
‘house for $4,000. I bought the tan.
f}'n.rcl and the property belonging to
{1t so I had my bands full. [ ran thoe
carding machine day and night, and
ihnﬂ three hired men. Now 1 put in
fulling works, as at thig time the
farmers made np most of the womsk in
cleth. T was working one night in
ll‘.hﬁ mill, when a man rushed in, say-

‘past my store to see what the crowl
‘Ineant, I rushed out and overtook

Burlington in 1850, The article reads: ‘not want the Missourians to take them

Missouri into Jowa and, it was clain- [trotting his horse througp Salem. !

evidence agalnst him. The Missourians

Ing the town was surrounded by Mis-
sourians. Nine pefroes had run away
and they had traced them to Salem
and were bhard after them.

\l
Underground Raiiroad. .

“At this time there was what wag
called ‘the Underground Railroad—-
men who passed negroeg up into Can-
ada. Now there was one man and 2
gmall boy who had got to Salem. The
rest got out in the brusp at Siveter's |
hill, one mile south of Salem., and|
went to Washington, thinking it was
Salem. They were taken from there
to Missouri,. thinking they were on
the way to Canada, but soon foun:i
themselves in the hands of thelr old
masters. [ looked out and saw a
crowd gathering at the Quaker churels,
and as Father Baldwin was hurrving

him. When we got there we found
the two slaves in the center of a ring,
with an old Quaker lady, Mrs. Thom-
as Frazier, pmying that the good
l.ord would not let the Missourians
take this boy ‘and his father back to
glavery. Father parted the ring
around them and said in a loud volce,
‘They will not take these negroes back
to slavery unless they take them
over my dead body.,” Just then a
school teacher named Reuben Do
land, spoke up and sald we would take
the negroes to a justice, and he dil

back., So he demanded of them their
papers, and as they srid they had
none, he said to the =laves, ‘I pro-
nounce you both free.
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Passed Through Salem.

“When .they got out of the housa,
there wns a horse saddled at the door
and the man mot on and took the boy
in front of him and =started north,

saw an old man nemed Way riding
abead, the negroes following. Hea
lived six miles north of Salem and was
acting as their gulde. This man Way
was an abolitionist and belonged to
the ‘Underground Railroad.” Whon
the trial came off at Burlinzton they
put Way on the witness stand and ae
sald he was afrald of a negro, and "9
saw a coupla coming behind him that
day, and he was hurrying to get away,
They let him «off as they had no real

still had the town, but after the two
negroes had escapeu, one of the Mis.
sourfans went back to Missouri and
toud that the abolitionists had killed
one of their men. He came back with
a mob of seventy-five men, armed
and half drunk. They ecame across

i

Clarkson Frazler out huntinz n]rm!;[lhrt:: IIIIIHEHIBHI".:I udenltE;m and frl:ht-'
ene m almost o death,

wns golng to be killed, sent word to
his wife to have the baby’'s namn
changed to Clarkson, and the h:th:ﬁ"I
iwas a girl. A man named Jessep got
throngh the lines and escaped the
guards, dressed as a couniry woman.
One man broke throurh the lines and
ran screaming, ‘Hell God,” not know-
ine how to swear, and was frightened
almost to death. About 10 o'clock that !
night I came across a group of men
and heard them plotting to run out of
town the persons they had taken,
fourteen of the best men in Salem,
Father Baldwin being among the
prisoners, They had both ].'twj‘ﬂr‘lr
and the justice, go Salem had their
hands tied. I went back and told)
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Afraid He Would be Killed. -~
“He came Into town and thought he

Arnold to shut down the mill as they
wero goingc to take the prisoners 10
| Missouri thag night about 1 o'clock, |
!thﬂn went across the street to An-
‘galem Stanley's, a Quaker cousin ef
mine, to get his rifle. He first refus
ed but finally let me have it. We
went to the store, a Dbrick house,
where 1 assembled eighteen men m:d'
|we kept watch all night. They dil)
rnot attempt to move the prisoners|
that night. s [
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Sheriff From Mt. Pleasant.
“The sheriff from Ait. Pieasant came |
along at daylicht and gave the Miz.!
gsourians just 17 minutes to get ont of
ltown. They took him at his word, &

!thl’.}" had begun to sober ul. 1‘Th--}' SOt |
jout in a hurry, and just as they were|
igolng out of town west, a company |

from Denmark came ip from the enst,
[twenty-five men well armed, ready to
| fight. with their bavonets in trim. lii
ithe tria] held at Towa City, Darzs was |
'beaten, so he tcok it to PBurlington!
Erlnrl there got a judzment for $2,900.
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