
 

               

 

   
 

 
 

    
    

 
  

    
 

  
 

  
 

    

  
   

   
 

  
   

 
 

  
   

 
    

   
   

 
 

   
   

  
 

 
 

 
   

     
  

Transcribed Excerpts from NW Land Ordinance for Ohio 
River Territories, July 13, 1787 

Page 1 
… Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That there shall be appointed from time to time, by 
Congress, a governor, whose commission shall continue in force for the term of three years … 

There shall be appointed from time to time, by Congress, a secretary, whose commission shall 
continue in force for four years … it shall be his duty to keep and preserve the acts and laws passed by 
the legislature, and the public records of the district, and the proceedings of the governors in his 
executive department; and transmit authentic copies of such acts and proceedings, every six months, 
to the secretary of Congress: There shall also be appointed a court to consist of three judges, any two 
of whom to form a court, who shall have a common law jurisdiction … 

The governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall adopt and publish in the district, such laws of 
the original states, criminal and civil, as may be necessary, and best suited to the circumstances of 
the district, and report them to Congress, from time to time, which laws shall be in force in the district 
until the organization of the general assembly therein, unless disapproved of by Congress; but 
afterwards the legislature shall have authority to alter them as they shall think fit … 

After the general assembly shall be organized, the powers and duties of magistrates and other civil 
officers shall be regulated and defined by the said assembly; … 

So soon as there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants, of full age, in the district, upon giving 
proof thereof to the governor, they shall receive authority, with time and place, to elect representatives 
from their counties or townships, to represent them in the general assembly; … 

As soon as a legislature shall be formed in the district, the council and house, assembled in one room, 
shall have authority by joint ballot to elect a delegate to Congress, who shall have a seat in Congress, 
with a right of debating, but not of voting, during this temporary government … 

Page 2 
It is hereby ordained and declared by the authority aforesaid, That the following articles shall be 
considered as articles of compact between the original states and the people and states in the said 
territory … 

Article the First. No person, demeaning himself in a peaceable and orderly manner, shall ever be 
molested on account of his mode of worship or religious sentiments in the said territory 

Article the Second. The inhabitants of the said territory shall always be entitled to the benefits of the 
writ of habeas corpus, and of the trial by jury; … all persons shall be bailable unless for capital 
offences, where the proof shall be evident, or the presumption great; and fines shall be moderate, and 
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no cruel or unusual punishments shall be inflicted; no man shall be deprived of his liberty or property 
but by his judgment of his peers, or the law of the land … 

Article the Third. Religion, morality and knowledge, being necessary to good government and the 
happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged. The utmost 
good faith shall always be observed towards the Indians; their lands and property shall never be taken 
from them without their consent; and in their property, rights and liberty, they never shall be invaded 
or disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars authorised by Congress; but laws found in justice and 
humanity shall from time to time be made, for preventing wrongs being done to them, and for 
preserving peace and friendship with them … 

Article the Fifth … whenever any of the said states shall have sixty thousand free inhabitants therein, 
such state shall be admitted by its delegates into the Congress of the United states, on an equal 
footing with the original states in all respects whatever; and shall be at liberty to form a permanent 
constitution and state government: Provided the constitution and government so to be formed, shall be 
republican, and in conformity to the principles contained in these articles; and so far as it can be 
consistent with the general interest of the confederacy … 

Article the Sixth. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory … 

DONE by the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS assembled, the 13th day of July, in the year of our Lord 
1787, and of their sovereignty and independence the 12th. 


