
 

               

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

    
 

 
 

  
      

   
   

  
  

 
   

  
   

Iowa Boundaries as Defined by the State Constitution, 
1857 

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA 

WE THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF IOWA, grateful to the Supreme Being for the blessings hitherto 
enjoyed, and feeling our dependence on Him for a continuation of those blessings, do ordain and 
establish a free and independent government, by the name of the State of Iowa, the boundaries 
whereof shall be as follows: 

Beginning in the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi River, at a point due East of the 
middle of the mouth of the main channel of the Des Moines River, thence up the middle of the main 
channel of the said Des Moines River, to a point on said river where the Northern boundary line of the 
State of Missouri — as established by the constitution of that State — adopted June 12th. 1820 — 
crosses the said middle of the main channel of the said Des Moines River; thence Westwardly along 
the said Northern boundary line of the State of Missouri, as established at the time aforesaid, until an 
extension of said line intersects the middle of the main channel of the Missouri River; thence up the 
middle of the main channel of the said Missouri River to a point opposite the middle of the main 
channel of the Big Sioux River, according to Nicollett’s Map; thence up the main channel of the said 
Big Sioux River, according to the said map, until it is intersected by the parallel of forty three degrees 
and thirty minutes North latitude; thence East along said parallel of forty three degrees and thirty 
minutes until said parallel intersects the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi River; thence 
down the middle of the main channel of said Mississippi River to the place of beginning. 
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