
 

               

 

   
 

 
 

 
  

    
 

  
 

     
 

 
  

 
   

    
   

  
  

    
 

 
    

   
   

 
   

 
   

 
 

 
  

 
  

   
  

 
 

  

Transcribed Excerpts from "Orders No. 25" Report from 
Gen. Winfield Scott on Removal of the Cherokee from 

Georgia, May 17, 1838 
MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT, of the United States' Army, announces to the troops assembled and 
assembling in this country, that, with them, he has been charged by the President to cause the 
Cherokee Indians yet remaining in North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee and Alabama, to remove to the 
West, according to the terms of the Treaty of 1835 … 

To carry out the general object with the greatest promptitude and certainty, and with the least possible 
distress to the Indians, the country they are to evacuate is divided into three principal Military 
Districts, under as many officers of high rank, to command the troops serving therein … 

And, among his principal objects, in case of actual or apprehended hostilities, will be that of affording 
adequate protection to our white people in and around the Cherokee country … 

The Cherokees, by the advances which they have made in christianity and civilization, are by far the 
most interesting tribe of Indians in the territorial limits of the United States. Of the 15,000 of those 
people who are now to be removed … it is understood that about four fifths are opposed, or have 
become averse to a distant emigration; and altho' none are in actual hostilities with the United States, 
or threaten a resistance by arms, yet the troops will probably be obliged to cover the whole country 
they inhabit, in order to make prisoners and to march or to transport the prisoners … 

Considering the number and temper of the mass to be removed, together with the extent and 
fastnesses of the country occupied, it will readily occur, that simple indiscretions — acts of harshness 
and cruelty, on the part of our troops, may lead, step by step, to delays, to impatience and 
exasperation, and in the end, to a general war and carnage — a result, in the case of those particular 
Indians, utterly abhorrent to the generous sympathies of the whole American people. Every possible 
kindness, compatible with the necessity of removal, must, therefore, be shown by the troops, and, if, 
in the ranks, a despicable individual should be found, capable of inflicting a wanton injury or insult on 
any Cherokee man, woman or child, it is hereby made the special duty of the nearest good officer or 
man, instantly to interpose, and to seize and consign the guilty wretch to the severest penalty of the 
laws … 

By early and persevering acts of kindness and humanity, it is impossible to doubt that the Indians may 
soon be induced to confide in the Army, and instead of fleeing to mountains and forests, flock to us 
for food and clothing. If, however, through false apprehensions, individuals, or a party, here and there, 
should seek to hide themselves, they must be pursued and invited to surrender, but not fired upon 
unless they should make a stand to resist … 

Every captured man, as well as all who surrender themselves, must be disarmed, with the assurance 
that their weapons will be carefully preserved and restored at, or beyond the Mississippi. In either 
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case, the men will be guarded and escorted, except it may be, where their women and children are 
safely secured as hostages; but, in general, families, in our possession, will not be separated, unless it 
be to send men, as runners, to invite others to come in. 

It may happen that Indians will be found too sick, in the opinion of the nearest Surgeon, to be 
removed to one of the depots indicated above. In every such case, one or more of the family, or the 
friends of the sick person, will be left in attendance, with ample subsistence and remedies, and the 
remainder of the family removed by the troops … 

All strong men, women, boys & girls, will be made to march under proper escorts. For the feeble, 
Indian horses and ponies will furnish a ready resource, as well as for bedding and light cooking 
utensils—all of which, as intimated in the Treaty, will be necessary to the emigrants both in going to, 
and after arrival at, their new homes. Such, and all other light articles of property, the Indians will be 
allowed to collect and to take with them, as also their slaves, who will be treated in like manner with 
the Indians themselves. 

If the horses and ponies be not adequate to the above purposes, wagons must be supplied … 

All other moveable or personal property, left or abandoned by the Indians, will be collected by agents 
appointed for the purpose, by the Superintendant of Cherokee Emigration, under a system of 
accountability, for the benefit of the Indian owners, which he will devise … 

This order will be carefully read at the head of every company in the Army. 

By Command 

Winfield Scott 

Chief of Staff. 


