
 

               

 

   

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
   

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
  

  
 

  
   

   
  

 
  

  
 

 
  

  
  

  

   

 
  

 
  

  

Transcribed Excerpts from President Donald Trump's 
Executive Order about Foreign Terrorist Entry into the 

United States, March 6, 2017 
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, including the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), 8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq., and section 301 
of title 3, United States Code, and to protect the Nation from terrorist activities by foreign nationals 
admitted to the United States, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy and Purpose. 
(a) It is the policy of the United States to protect its citizens from terrorist attacks, including those 
committed by foreign nationals. The screening and vetting protocols and procedures associated with 
the visa-issuance process and the United States Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) play a crucial 
role in detecting foreign nationals who may commit, aid, or support acts of terrorism and in preventing 
those individuals from entering the United States. It is therefore the policy of the United States to 
improve the screening and vetting protocols and procedures associated with the visa-issuance process 
and the USRAP. 

(b) On January 27, 2017, to implement this policy, I issued Executive Order 13769 (Protecting the 
Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States) … 

(i) Among other actions, Executive Order 13769 suspended for 90 days the entry of certain 
aliens from seven countries: Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen. These are 
countries that had already been identified as presenting heightened concerns about terrorism 
and travel to the United States. Specifically, the suspension applied to countries referred to in, 
or designated under, section 217(a)(12) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1187(a)(12), in which Congress 
restricted use of the Visa Waiver Program for nationals of, and aliens recently present in, (A) 
Iraq or Syria, (B) any country designated by the Secretary of State as a state sponsor of 
terrorism (currently Iran, Syria, and Sudan), and (C) any other country designated as a country 
of concern by the Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation with the Secretary of State 
and the Director of National Intelligence. In 2016, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
designated Libya, Somalia, and Yemen as additional countries of concern for travel purposes, 
based on consideration of three statutory factors related to terrorism and national security: “(I) 
whether the presence of an alien in the country or area increases the likelihood that the alien is 
a credible threat to the national security of the United States; (II) whether a foreign terrorist 
organization has a significant presence in the country or area; and (III) whether the country or 
area is a safe haven for terrorists.” 8 U.S.C. 1187(a)(12)(D)(ii). Additionally, Members of 
Congress have expressed concerns about screening and vetting procedures following recent 
terrorist attacks in this country and in Europe. 

(ii) In ordering the temporary suspension of entry described in subsection (b)(i) of this section, I 
exercised my authority under Article II of the Constitution and under section 212(f) of the INA, 
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which provides in relevant part: “Whenever the President finds that the entry of any aliens or of 
any class of aliens into the United States would be detrimental to the interests of the United 
States, he may by proclamation, and for such period as he shall deem necessary, suspend the 
entry of all aliens or any class of aliens as immigrants or nonimmigrants, or impose on the entry 
of aliens any restrictions he may deem to be appropriate.” 8 U.S.C. 1182(f). Under these 
authorities, I determined that, for a brief period of 90 days, while existing screening and vetting 
procedures were under review, the entry into the United States of certain aliens from the seven 
identified countries — each afflicted by terrorism in a manner that compromised the ability of 
the United States to rely on normal decision-making procedures about travel to the United 
States — would be detrimental to the interests of the United States. Nonetheless, I permitted 
the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Homeland Security to grant case-by-case waivers 
when they determined that it was in the national interest to do so. 

(iii) Executive Order 13769 also suspended the USRAP for 120 days. Terrorist groups have 
sought to infiltrate several nations through refugee programs. Accordingly, I temporarily 
suspended the USRAP pending a review of our procedures for screening and vetting refugees. 
Nonetheless, I permitted the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Homeland Security to 
jointly grant case-by-case waivers when they determined that it was in the national interest to 
do so. 

(iv) Executive Order 13769 did not provide a basis for discriminating for or against members of 
any particular religion. While that order allowed for prioritization of refugee claims from 
members of persecuted religious minority groups, that priority applied to refugees from every 
nation, including those in which Islam is a minority religion, and it applied to minority sects 
within a religion. That order was not motivated by animus toward any religion, but was instead 
intended to protect the ability of religious minorities — whoever they are and wherever they 
reside — to avail themselves of the USRAP in light of their particular challenges and 
circumstances. 

(v) Syria. Syria has been designated as a state sponsor of terrorism since 1979. The Syrian 
government is engaged in an ongoing military conflict against ISIS and others for control of 
portions of the country. At the same time, Syria continues to support other terrorist groups. It 
has allowed or encouraged extremists to pass through its territory to enter Iraq. ISIS continues 
to attract foreign fighters to Syria and to use its base in Syria to plot or encourage attacks 
around the globe, including in the United States. The United States Embassy in Syria 
suspended its operations in 2012. Syria does not cooperate with the United States’ 
counterterrorism efforts. 


