
 

               

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

   
 

  
 

  
  

 
  

  
 

    
    

   
  

 
   

   
 

  
 

  
  

  
  

  
   

  

Transcribed Excerpts from "Special Message from the 
President of the United States Transmitting the Report of 

the Country Life Commission," 1909 

SPECIAL MESSAGE 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith the report of the Commission on Country Life … 

The report shows the general condition of farming life in the open country, and points out its 
larger problems; it indicates ways in which the Government, National and State, may show the 
people how to solve some of these problems; and it suggests a continuance of the work which 
the commission began. 

... the commission finds that the general level of country life is high compared with any 
preceding time or with any other land. If it has in recent years slipped down in some places, it 
has risen in more places. Its progress has been general, if not uniform. 

Yet farming does not yield either the profit or the satisfaction that it ought to yield and may be 
made to yield. There is discontent in the country, and in places discouragement. Farmers as a 
class do not magnify their calling, and the movement to the towns, though, I am happy to say, 
less than formerly, is still strong … 

The object of the Commission on Country Life therefore is not to help the farmer raise better 
crops, but to call his attention to the opportunities for better business and better living on the 
farm. If country life is to become what it should be, and what I believe it ultimately will be--one of 
the most dignified, desirable, and sought-after ways of earning a living--the farmer must take 
advantage not only of the agricultural knowledge which is at his disposal, but of the methods 
which have raised and continue to raise the standards of living and of intelligence in other 
callings … 

It would be idle to assert that life on the farm occupies as good a position in dignity, desirability, 
and business results as the farmers might easily give it if they chose. One of the chief difficulties 
is the failure of country life, as it exists at present, to satisfy the higher social and intellectual 
aspirations of country people. Whether the constant draining away of so much of the best 
elements in the rural population into the towns is due chiefly to this cause or to the superior 
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business opportunities of city life may be open to question. But no one at all familiar with farm 
life throughout the United States can fail to recognize the necessity for building up the life of the 
farm upon its social as well as upon its productive side. 

It is true that country life has improved greatly in attractiveness, health, and comfort, and that 
the farmer’s earnings are higher than they were. But city life is advancing even more rapidly, 
because of the greater attention which is being given by the citizens of the towns to their own 
betterment … 

Theodore Roosevelt. 
The White House, February 9, 1909. 


