RURAL NAIL REPORT

-

W. F. Conger, the Special Agent
Tells of the Work.

HEDRICK ROUTE LAST T0 BE PUT OX

Forty=Threc Free Delivery Routes Iin
lowa — Popular Where it Xas
Been Tried-—It Stimulates
Use of thie Malls.

Des Moines, Oct. 19.—There are 43
rural mail delivery routes in lowa, The
Jast to be established was at Hedrick,
in Keokuk county. The route extends
from there southeast into \Wapello
county. The special agent of the posi-
office department for rural free deliv-
ery in lowa is AV, F,. Conger, of Clin-
ton. His report for the month of
September has just been issoed, and is
herewith reproduced. Little is under-
stood by the average person about the
efforts being made to demonstrate the

racticability of free rural delivery.

nterest in Yhis city was lately awak-
ened by the address of Hon, Francis
M. Dice, special agent in charge of the
western division of rural free delivery,
at the good roads convention,

“Dear Sir: In complianee with your
request, communicated to me by the
special agent in charge of western di-
vigien, 1 beg leave o submit the fol-
jowineg: _

“First, T desire 10 sav in general that
I have found the people cager for rural
free delivery of mail wherever they
huave come to understand its advantages
and benefits, | find a majority of the
peopie know little or nothing about ru-
ral =ec delivery or the attempt on the

part o (he governmeat 1o establish
and iest i, 1 might say further that
Jow castmasters have given it serious

attention or realize its advantages to
the people =erved by it or the just
claims of the rural popniation to a fair
ghare of the benefits of our postal sys-
em.

*1 do not desire 1o speak in disparag-
ment of free city delivery, but aside
from a business delivery in cities the
~elaims are, to my mind, much stronger
in favor of rural {ree delivery than res-
idence delivery in cities,

*The residentis of the average free
delivery city are within a short dis-
tance of the postofiice or some of ils
sub-stations and have the additional
advantage of sidewalks and street cars
by which 10 conveniently reach it in
any and all Kinds of weather,

*Farmers are miles from the post-
office and often prevented, through
the busv producing season or hy reason
of bad weather and bad ronds, from
getling thelr mail for many days or
weeks at a time,

“Again, farmers, being producers of
food supplies, grains, cte., necd the
daily market reporis, which arve of
smull advantage to the Tesidenty of a
city. '
~ “Why cight hundred or ane thonsand
people, living within a mile of o post-
office in a cily, with sidewallks and
street curs at their scrvice, should have
their mail delivered by a ecarrier, cost-
ing the government SS9 1o $1,000 o
year and an equal nnmber of farmeors
living from five to 1en miles from a
postotlice, should not be seeved by o
o400 carrier, 1 am at a loss to under-
stand. The stronger cloim of the
furming community 10 daily delivery
of muil iz becoming better unders.ood
each vear, and whenever and wherever
a raral ronte is established  the wd-
vanliages bpecome a1 once 50 dpparent
10 those served that the justice of the
claims of rural delivery is at once ad-
mitied,

“*One of the most frequent awd  ap-
parently most formidadls  abjeciions
urged ngeainst it is that sinee all can-
not have it none <hould, ! try 10
gwer this objection by saying that in
the very nature and constitntion of =o-
ciety there connrot be an abzolntely
equitable distribntion of publie advan-
tages, Compuiatively  few communi-
ties can have the aovantage of fasi
mail trains, but no fair-minded or in-
telligent man upon reflection would
want 1o suspend the fast mail service
on that account. There arg few cities
and towns {avored with free earrier
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service, but because all incorporated
towns cannot have free delivery is no
good reason why cities where it is a
business necessity should be deprived
of it. All communities do not have
banks, colleges, railroads or telegraph
lines, but no one would be so unfair as
to wish to deprive the world of these
areat commercial and educational ad-
vantages, because all cannot be equally
served by them, Others urge the great
cost of the service and the inability of
the government to maintain it. This
would suggrest the inquiry as to the
best and wisest use to be made of the
publie revenues and whether or not the
appiication of i1 in free rural delivery
of mail would not be a much more just
and proper use than many ways in
which it is now frecly and lavishly ex-
pended. In my judgment one-half of
the millions annually given to rivers
and barbors could be much better em-
ployed in o practical service to the peo-
ple by means of yural free delivery of
mail,  Shoukl a serviee of prime ad-
vantage and general benefit to the
great farming population be postponed
or denied when millions are being an-
nually appropriated for less beneficent
and less userul ends? Can the govern-
ment afford 1o withhokd so valuable an
agency from the people: To my mind
it is not =0 much a question whether
the government can afford to give the
people free raral delivery as whether it
can afford Yo withhold from them a
service of #uch inestimable benefit.

“Lyery community served by rural
delivery feels itself set a long distance
forward in the scale of civilization and
brought into closer touch with the life
aud progress of the world, The mon-
otony and irolation of farm life are
greatly relieved from the discontent so
noticeable on the increase with the
farmer youihs of the country is al-
inyed. It is not only a business advan-
tage, but o social benefit of even great-
cr value than any commercial consid-

ration,

AS 1o yeur inquiry in regard 1o in-
creased vse of the mails by reason of
the rural service, the universal testi-
mony a8 shown by the records of the
various routes is that letter correspon-
dence s greatly stimulated and that on
every roule scores of daily papers are
now inken where there was none be-
fore the service was established. On
one route I find 47 daily papers are
now being taken, and the number is
constantly inereazing, where not one of
them took a daily paper before the
route wias established.

In the southeastern portion of my
distriet, where there are some twenty
or more rural routes, the postmasters
have joined hands with county boards
of supervisors 1o hold a great Good
Rowds convention at Burlinglon, Des
Moines county, Jowa, in October of
this year., 1 might further say that the
postmasters at Burlington and Mt !
Pleasant, where we have rural mail!
routes established, are officers of 1he
rood reads organizations in their coun-!
vies (Des Moines and Henry cnunt'i{-ﬂ.i
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respectively), and are doing all in their!
power to aid in the making of better
ronds,

In the ingpection of the routes which
I have personally traversed with 1he
mail  carriers 1 find a  universal
gatisfaction with the service and have |
et with frequent expressions such as
these:

1 would not have the ronte changed
FO U8 to nass my farm for $500,”

Another patron £aid 10 me: *I con-
ider my land worth §5 per acre more
since the establishment of our rural
[ree delivery route,” ‘

Such statements azs thesg are very
frequent and 100 numerous 10 mention,
and are made 1o me by patrons of near-
Iv every route over which 1 have trav-
eled. |

On Mav 12 1 was assigned 10 work
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in the state of lowa, sinee which date
| have inpvestigated fouricen proposed
routes ond recommended their estab-
lishunent., 1 have personnliy gone over
and inspected =even romes in this dis-
rict. Wherever | have inspected routes
I find a universal sentimens in favor of
the serviee, Indeed the people along
these youtes exoress the gravest alarm
oot the service be taken away from
them, Their appeals for its contin-
uanes iz the index of ils appreciation
oy aned valee to them. 1 do not find
the peonsle eritieal about the method
of conducting the service. They are
satisfied with it a= it is and ready at all
times 1o demonstrate their fidelity 1o it, |

W. I Conger, Special Agent,
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