'Rural Delivery Recommended.

The continued and rapld growth of thye
puetal service g a =ure Index of  the
| Ereat and Increasing, buginees activity
ol the country. Its most atrlking new
development in the extenslon of rural
{ree dellvery. Thim has come almos

within the lart year. At the beginning
of the tiesal year 1593-1300 the numbel
of routen [n operatlon was only 391, ant
Lmoet of these had been running  les
{than tw<lve monthe. On the 16th o
| Novimber, 190, the numhber had In-
i:-r-.*n:*:r] Lo 2614, reaching . Into forty.
four siates and territorler, nnd serving
(it population of 1,801,524,  The numbe:
{of applioations now pending and awalt:
Ing action nearly equals all those grant:
&1 up to the present time, and by th
clivw= of the current fiecal - year  abaul
4000 rautes will have been emtablished
providing for the daily delivery of malli
at the senttered homes of about  three
{um! i hnlf milllons of rural population

Thix service amellorates the Isolation
Oof farm life, conducrs to good roads and
fquickens and extends the disseminatios-
(of | goneral  information.,  Experiencd
"thus far has tended to allay the appre
thersinn that it would be mo expensive at
to Torbll Ite general adoption or make W
it serious hurden, 1te actual application
{hag =hown that it increnece poetal  res
vefpits and can be accompanied by re-
Muctiora in other hranches of the =sery-
lew, sothar the auginented revenues and
[the necomplished savings together ma-
fterinlly reduce the net ecort. The evi-
dences which point to these conclusions
are presented In detailiin the annual re-
port af the postimaster génernl, which
with jia recommendations I8 recom-
mended 1o the conslderntion of the con.
eress. The full develspment af  this
spevial serviee, however, requires such
A lurge outlay of money that {t should
be undertaken only after a careful
iatudy and thoerough understanding of

all that it Involves

Very efticlent sorvics has bheen ren-
dertd by the navy In connectlon with
the Insurrection in the Phllippines and
the recent disfurbance In China,
| A very ratiefactory eettlement  haa
I been made of the long-pending questlon
| OF the manufacturs of armor plate. A
| reaponable prics has beon mecured and
1thr- neceesity for W government srmor
Libplant avolded,
| I approve of the recommendations af
*1lhe pacretary of the navy for new vas.
| #=lp and for additlonal officers and men
Lj which the riqulired Increase of the AAVY
-t makes necer®cy, I commend to ths
vifavorahle action of the congreess ithe
« | menrure now pending far the ersctlon of
"l #atue to the memory of the lato Ad-
i|miral David D, Porter. [ eommen alpa
1! the establishment of a national naval
1 reserve and of the grade of  viee ‘ads
- I'miral. | Provision should be mads, as
Frecommaonded by the secretary, for mult-
.-'I.-uhi-- rewnrds for specinl merit, Many
¢ olllcers who rendersd tne maowet dietin-
i Ruirhied eervice durineg the recent war
1iwlith Spaln have received |n Foturn no
1| recognltion from the congross,
| The attention of the cingross s e l]ed
- | 1o the report of the secrelnry of the in-
¢ | erldp touching the necesgity  for the
rifurther petablishment of achools In the
- | ierritory of Alaska and favorable ac-
r ton 8 invited thereon,




