
 

               

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

  
 

    
   

   
 

  
 

 
  

 
  

   
 

  
   

   
 

     
 

 
  

  
 

 
 

   
            
 

 

Excerpts from the Geneva Convention: Relative to the 
Treatment of Prisoners of War, August 12, 1949 

PREAMBLE The undersigned, Plenipotentiaries of the Governments represented at the Diplomatic 
Conference held at Geneva from April 21 to August 12, 1949, for the purpose of revising the 
Convention concluded at Geneva on July 27, 1929, relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War have 
agreed as follows … 

Article 3 
The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared for. An impartial humanitarian body, such as the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, may offer its services to the Parties to the conflict … 

Article 13 
Prisoners of war must at all times be humanely treated. Any unlawful act or omission by the Detaining 
Power causing death or seriously endangering the health of a prisoner of war in its custody is 
prohibited and will be regarded as a serious breach of the present Convention … 

Article 15 
The Power detaining prisoners of war shall be bound to provide free of charge for their maintenance 
and for the medical attention required by their state of health … 

Article 26 
The basic daily food rations shall be sufficient in quantity, quality and variety to keep prisoners of war 
in good health and to prevent loss of weight or the development of nutritional deficiencies … 

Sufficient drinking water shall be supplied to prisoners of war. The use of tobacco shall be permitted 
… 

Article 38 
While respecting the individual preferences of every prisoner, the Detaining Power shall encourage the 
practice of intellectual, educational and recreational pursuits, sports and games amongst prisoners, 
and shall take the measures necessary to ensure the exercise thereof by providing them with adequate 
premises and necessary equipment. Prisoners shall have opportunities for taking physical exercise 
including sports and games and for being out of doors. Sufficient open spaces shall be provided for 
this purpose in all camps … 
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