of the Rebellion o Ircland.

To the Editors of the Spirit of the Times:
Coxcmess-Havryr,
Thursday, Uet. 12, 1848,

‘Dean Sin : Several gentlemen of this
city, who have long felt a deep interest in
the affuirs of Ireland, (of which number
you have not been the least active,) de-
sire that 1 should give some public ex-

of the causes which led to the
failure of the late revolution-
movement in that country.
[ feel bound to mee! their wishes, as be-
ing theirs, and for this other reason, that
no statement ol the matter can be
made at present in Ireland, where the
right of meeting and the liberty of the
Brm have been both anmihilated by the
ritish anthorities. - Were it not my for-
tune to arrive in your city, I should have
felt it my duty to have made the Execu-
tive Directory of New York the medium’
of this statement. But being detained
here, and hearing so many anxious inqui-
ries daily made, | have yielded to the gen-
eral desire to make it public without de-
lay. In doing so I fear I will try your
patience much, but | am certain none of
your readers will consider the final fate
of seven millions of a generous and gifted
race a subject of indiﬁume to them, as
men or as Americans,

In what T say I shall speak from my
own knowledge, for, though I went on a
mission into a neighboring country toward
the end of July, I was back in Irelund the
first week in August, and was engaged
there till September.

There are three dates to be borne in
mind in reference to this movement; the
month of February, when the econtinental
revolution began—the 24th of July, when
the Habeas Corpus Aect was suspended,
and the Harvest time, which, in i):eland,
does not come till September.

In February last, the Irish parties who
sought a change of Government, were
two—*the moral force Repealers,” and
“Young Ireland.” These parties origi-
nated in July, 1846, when young Ireland
seceded from the Repeal Association, on
the subject of the lawfulness of shedding
blood 1o achicve political rights. Before
that event, Duniel O'Connell was as ab-
solutely the ruler of Ireland, as Nicholas
Romanoff is of Russia, The old honored
him for his cantious taciies, the young, be-
cause England feared and hated him; many
Protestants sincerely co-operated w ith
him for his liberality; the Catholics rever-
ed him as the man who rebuilt their aliars,
and loused the tongues and arms of their
Priesthood. Tweothousand Catholie Clergy-
men, guartered in every hamlet and at ev-
ery cross-rond, were his Captains and his
wagistracy. His word was the only law
in the land, and children were baptized
with bis name, as with the name of a
Saint,

This man, so powerful and so well be-
loved, tanght in his last days the doctrine
that “no amount of liberty was worth the
spilling ol one drop of human blood,” and
the great majority of the clergymen and
the people adopted it implicnly. Bt
there was an undergrowth of a new gen.
eration in Ireland, who desired self-gov-
ernment, and who thonght it a cause worih
fighting tor—who, indeed, wished 1o fight
tor i, provided it could not otherwise be
hiad. O Convell introduced, in July 46,
his test of members] ip in the “rpr;:l As-
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Cause of the Non-Commencement [and used. every act to prevent

the conlederales.,

- S

- rnaﬂon er than even among her friends,
of the Cutholic clergy with the Revolu- | dare hope, I e. The vice of loyalty
tionary leaders. | is gone al the root, and it but needs a lit-
~In this latter enterprise were ma- | tle of Time's teaching to mike a Demo-
terially assisted by the tion of Mr. |cratic Revolution, which will wait for no
John O'Connell to the ion of the |leadership to strike, to muke Ireland as
“Irish Lesgue.” That e, devised |free as IL reesi—even as free as this
and advocated by the best of clergymen | parent land of li itsell.
and eitizens, was intended to swallow up| Requesting your indulgence for this too
both the Repeal Association and the Con- letter, | remain, dear sir, yours, very
federation. Its actual result would have |tr

heen to bring together Young Ireland and
the Priesthood—the two vital elements of
Irish polities at that period, Mr. John |
O'Connell opposed it E a of
small artifices, unworthy of any man, and
which were only tolerated because being
his father's son %ne was necessary 'o the
Union of parties. He asked a delay of a
fortnight— of a month—and of six weeks.
Finally when the six weeks wyre expir-
ed, and for very shume, he cosld ask no
more, he openly assiiled it as illegal, and
intended tobe un-Catholic. The Catholie
Clur;-{, with the exception of courageous
and eloguent Bishop of Derry and his
clergymen—abundoned the infant e
and so the Confederates were left alone
fuce to face, and foot to foot with the gov-
ernment,
- - - - - »

In taking that course, the Irish Clergy
did not leave themselves withoy argu-
ments. The bloody days of Jung in rf’l
ris—the lamentable anarchy in the City of
Rome—the comparative unpreparedness
of the people—the slaughter that would
be made—the partial failure of the harvest
—are all reasons for their course, But,
assuredly, they made the revoluton fail
by preaching that it would fail. At Car-
rick, at Castlerreagh, in Tipperagy, Lim-
erick, and Clare, they preachel against
an appeal to arms, and made corverts.
Now the concentration of the troops in
the towas and cities compelled the Con-
federates to choose a Guerrilh war or
none. ‘The situation of an Irih town, in
August last may be understood from this
instance. In Dublin as o most Irish
towns, there is an old and a new town.—
The Government pt.-nPle live in the new
town, and command its open andfangular
streets from strong publie buildings, fill-
ing every vista, and dwellinghouse, near-
ly as strong. In the old wwn live the
hereditary rebels who could be destroyed
by a shower of shells which might be so
directed as not tn injure the other gquarter.
In Dublin, the garrison was, on the 27th
of July, 15,000 men, and it averaged
throughout 10.000. The object of muk-
ing the warfare a guerrilla one, was 1o
drag these eoncentrations to picces, as the
Spanish patriots did Napoleon's armies o
occupation, and by bringing them into dis-
tricts where only imfantry could act with
ease, Lo pul them more on a leve! with the
raw levies of the people.  The remainder
of the course that might be taken would
be to burn the towns and ecities, as the
Athens, and the Russian Moscow.  This,
I believe, would have been the resull, on
the news of the first royalists blood being
drawn in the rural districts, whither these
considerations, amd the Huleas Eurpu!
Suspension Act, bad driven our leaders.
But the rural districts would not move
without their elergy, and 1he clergy were
openly adverse or mective,

It 1= mot fair to assume that there was
no system ol operation agreed oLl among
There was a feasilile
and well u derstood plan.  What it was,

soclalion. known as “the Peuce Resolu-
tions,"—and Young Ireland, belicving |
that such a course wounld be fatal 1o
suceess ageinst such an enemy, seceded.
In J;-rumrz;, 18547, I]H."_i' formed ““the Irish
Conlederation,” out ol which the heat ol
the Continental events produced this lute
atlempt at insurrcetion.

In 15479, Young lreland was busy gain-
ing over the imhabitants of the towuns lrom
“moral force,” and with the examples ol
I'ius the Ninth, and the revolutions last
Spring, we succeeded. At any time du-
ring the lust six months the towns’ people
of Ireland were, in terms, con mitted to at-
tempt a forcible expulsion of the British
power.

This towns<hip organization consisted of
500 elnbs, in the total of abonut 30,000 men
of the hghting age. Of these, less than |
hall were more or less armed in July, and
the vther half were acquiring arms as fust
us they could where money was searce
and military weapons dear. | have known
hali-employed tradesmen to stint them-
selves ol their daily meals in order to buy
a gun. Fach Club was divided into sec-
tions of ten men, with a Master to each
section, who knew, personally, each of his
ten men. And let me assure our gener-
ous American friends that although the
clubs, as clubs, do not meet now together
in Irelund, these sections nearly all exist,
and form a puclens of future movement
which cannot be reached or crushed. 1
assure them of this both from knowledge

‘of the system and from the fact that under

| the Disarming Act, twenty stands of arms
have not yet been captured from the con-
lederates,

But the Confederate ];:inciplﬂ did not
rvade the rural populations up to the
t hour, For this there are many causes,
The famine of '46 and *47, had left a Jas-
situde after it like that which follows fe-
ver. The Peasantry eould not retain the
heat that Mitchel, Duffly and Meagher
would infuse into them. They felt the
electricity as—a shock—and it passed

il 1s not advisable for me |rl|‘_*|ir'|} o ex-

pliin.  Beside, | had ratlier a lutvre sue-
cess shenld pnhliah it than 1. 1 have no
objeciion—quite the contrary—1to explain
it 1o any Committee or circle of the friends
of Ireland, but printing it would serve 10 |
purpo=e except to arm the enemy. |

The conclusion | draw, from all I know _
of this attempt, is this— that the clergy of |
the people made a grave political mistake, |
and that that mastake, was fatal to the ill-!
surrectionin its incipent stages. It would |
be uniair and false to sy that lhr}' cannot |
allege strong gronnds lor their course, but
I am, for one, fully convineed, that it they
had headed the peasantry we would have
renewed the miracle of St. Purick. 1
know there would be slanghter, but Fever
and Famine, now under the protection of
the British flag in Ireiand, will destroy
more lives, and with worse weapona, than
the sixty thousand armed men could have
killed.  And then to compare the two re-
sults!

Until the good day of v iclory comes, all
individuals of the Irish nation must only
strive the more to make their names re-
spectable by doing noble deeds—by hon-
esty, by courage, by gentleness, by genius,
to save the national spirit from barrenness
and the national character from disparage-
ment. If this late movement has produced
nothing else, it has produced martyrs. It
has wedded the Irish cause once more to
disinterestedness and self-sacrifice, and
next to such sages as Washington, the life
most valuable to freedom is a life like Em-
met’s offered wp upon her hnlﬁlliur, the

scaffold ; such offerings have been freely

made of late in Ireland by the self immo-
lation of John Mitchell and his faithful
friend John Martin; by Mr. Meagher and
Mr. O'Gorman, the sons of two of our
richest merchants; by Mr. Dufly, our
greatest journalist; by John Lillon and
smith O'Brien, men whom much fortune
and many [riends wooed in vain from “the
thorny path of duty.” In other revolu-
tionary attempts, leaders are ustally less

through them.

The Government saw—it was a patent
fact—that we had converted and organiz-
ed the towns, but had not reached the
heart of the country. They knew that
the club system, formidable where popu
lution was grouped, was unsuited to the
rural districts. They, therefore, opposed
the Insurrection with two weapons;

of slaves.

exposed to danger than the people; in this
they have openly adventurned fortune,

home, friends and life. The country that

can bear even a few such men will not

readily dcp;rrﬂt into & nursing mother
or

Freecdom's baitle omnce begun,
Hequeathed from blecding sire to son,
Though taffled oft, is ever won.

concentrated their forces on towns,

That it will be won in Ireland, and soon-

'THOMAS D'ARCY McGEE,
(A I ruitor to the British Government.)




