
Occupational Portrait of a Watchmaker, between 
1840 and 1860

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Occupational portrait of a watchmaker, three-quarter length, seated at 
table with watches,” between 1840 and 1860



“Occupational Portrait of a Blacksmith,” between 
1850 and 1860

Courtesy of Library of Congress”Occupational Portrait of a Blacksmith,” between 1850 and 1860



“Occupational Portrait of a Woman Working at a 
Sewing Machine,” ca. 1853

Courtesy of Library of Congress”Occupational Portrait of a Woman Working at a Sewing Machine,” ca. 
1853



African-American Women Weaving Rug at Hampton Institute in 
Virginia, 1899

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Johnston, Frances B., “African-American women weaving rug in home economics class at Hampton Institute, 
Hampton, Va.,” 1899



“Occupational Portrait of Two African American 
Chimney Sweeps,” between 1860 and 1870

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Occupational Portrait of Two African American Chimney Sweeps,” 
Charles D. Fredricks & Co., between 1860 and 1870



Sadie Pfeifer, Child Worker, at Lancaster Cotton Mills in South 
Carolina, November 30, 1908

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Hine, Lewis Wickes, “Sadie Pfeifer, 48 inches high, has worked half a year...,” 30 November 1908



“Assembly Line at the Ford Motor Company’s Highland Park Plant,” 
ca. 1913

Courtesy of Library of Congress”Assembly Line at the Ford Motor Company’s Highland Park Plant,” ca. 1913.



Washing Machine Assembly Line in Maytag Plant in Newton, Iowa, 
1949

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Washing Machine Assembly Line in Maytag Plant,” 1949



“More Than Just Washing Machines” Article 
about Maytag Plant in Newton, Iowa, June 21, 

2019 (pg.1)

Courtesy of Newton Daily News, Braunschweig, Christopher, “More Than Just Washing Machines,” 
Newton Daily News, 21 June 2019



“More Than Just Washing Machines” Article 
about Maytag Plant in Newton, Iowa, June 21, 

2019 (pg.2)

Courtesy of Newton Daily News, Braunschweig, Christopher, “More Than Just Washing Machines,” 
Newton Daily News, 21 June 2019



“More Than Just Washing Machines” Article 
about Maytag Plant in Newton, Iowa, June 21, 

2019 (pg.3)

Courtesy of Newton Daily News, Braunschweig, Christopher, “More Than Just Washing Machines,” 
Newton Daily News, 21 June 2019



Barrel Makers in Union, Iowa, Date Unknown

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, “Barrel Makers in Union, Iowa,” Date Unknown



“Rise of Industrial America: Work in the Late 19th 
Century” from Library of Congress

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Rise of Industrial America: Work in the Late 19th Century,” Date 
Unknown



“First Telegraphic Message” from Samuel Morse, May 24, 1844

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Morse, Samuel, “First Telegraphic Message,” 24 May 1844



Building of the Boone Viaduct (Kate Shelley High Bridge), 
December 8, 1900

Courtesy of James H. Andrew Railroad Museum & History Center, 8 December 1900



First Flight of Wright Brothers in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, 
December 17, 1903

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Daniels, John T., “First flight, 120 feet in 12 seconds, 10:35 a.m.; Kitty Hawk, North Carolina,” 17 December 
1903.



Post Office in Solon, Iowa, ca. 1910

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, ca. 1910



Alfred Solbrig Sitting on His Aviator Father’s Curtiss 
Hydroaeroplane, ca. 1912

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, ca. 1912



Downtown Intersection in Front of William Crewse Drug Company 
in Des Moines, Iowa, 1930

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 1930



“Carrying the Load” Essay from The Goldfinch, 
November 1983

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Carrying the Load,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 11, 
November 1983



Excerpt from “Getting Away From It All” Essay 
from The Goldfinch, November 1983

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Getting Away From It All,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 
15, November 1983



“Railroads in Iowa” Essay from The Goldfinch,  
November 1983 (pg.1)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Railroads in Iowa,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 2-3, 
November 1983



“Railroads in Iowa” Essay from The Goldfinch,  
November 1983 (pg.2)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Railroads in Iowa,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 2-3, 
November 1983



“What Time Is It?” Essay from The Goldfinch,  
November 1983

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa”What Time Is It?” The Goldfinch, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 10, 
November 1983



Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 1)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 2)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 3)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 4)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 5)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 6)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 7)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 8)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 9)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 10)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 11)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 12)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 13)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 14)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 15)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 16)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Chicago & North Western Railway Viaduct at 
Boone Data Papers, August 1995 (Pg. 17)

Jackson, Robert W., “Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Viaduct, Spanning Des Moines River at Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad tracks, Boone, Boone County, IA,” Historic American Engineering Record, National 
Park Service, August 1995. Courtesy of Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ia0420/


Workers Assemble Recreational Vehicles at Winnebago Industries 
in Forest City, 2013

Courtesy of The Globe Gazette, Schuessler, Arian, The Globe Gazette, 2013



Assembly Line Workers Under an RV at Winnebago Industries in 
Forest City, Iowa, March 2016

Courtesy of The Globe Gazette, Zoeller, Chris, The Globe Gazette, March 2016



“Forest City-based Winnebago Industries turns 
60” Newspaper Article, May 6, 2018 (pg.1)

Courtesy of The Globe Gazette, Pieper, Mary, “Forest City-based Winnebago Industries turns 60 (with 
photos),” The Globe Gazette, 6 May 2018



“Forest City-based Winnebago Industries turns 
60” Newspaper Article, May 6, 2018 (pg.2)

Courtesy of The Globe Gazette, Pieper, Mary, “Forest City-based Winnebago Industries turns 60 (with 
photos),” The Globe Gazette, 6 May 2018



“Forest City-based Winnebago Industries turns 
60” Newspaper Article, May 6, 2018 (pg.3)

Courtesy of The Globe Gazette, Pieper, Mary, “Forest City-based Winnebago Industries turns 60 (with 
photos),” The Globe Gazette, 6 May 2018



“Forest City-based Winnebago Industries turns 
60” Newspaper Article, May 6, 2018 (pg.4)

Courtesy of The Globe Gazette, Pieper, Mary, “Forest City-based Winnebago Industries turns 60 (with 
photos),” The Globe Gazette, 6 May 2018



Elevation of Truss, from North, with Train, Date Unknown

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Historic American Engineering Record



Breaker Boys at the Woodward Coal Mines in 
Kingston, Pennsylvania, ca. 1900

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Breaker Boys, Woodward Coal Mines, Kingston, Pa.,” Detroit Publishing 
Co., ca. 1900.



Push Cart Vendors on the East Side of New York, New York, 1900

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Kleine, George, “Push carts--East side,” 1900

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/industrial-revolution/push-cart-vendors


Tenement Yard in New York, New York, between 
1900 and 1910

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Yard of Tenement, New York, N.Y.,” Detroit Publishing Co., between 
1900 and 1910



Young Girls at Spoolers at Lincoln Cotton Mill in Evansville, 
Indiana, October 1908

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Hine, Lewis Wickes, “Lincoln Cotton Mill, Evansville, Ind. Young Girls at Spoolers. Location: Evansville, 
Indiana,” October 1908



Newsies in Hartford, Connecticut, March 7, 1909

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Hines, Lewis, W., “Hartford, Conn. 6 A.M. Sunday...,” 7 March 1909



People Picking Cranberries in Pemberton, New Jersey,  
September 1910

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Hine, Lewis Wickes, “Jim Waldine, 1023 Carpenter St., Philadelphia...,” September 1910



Mortaria Family Makes Silk Flowers in New York, New York, 
February 1912

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Hine, Lewis W., “Family of Peter Mortaria,” February 1912



“Hymn for the Working Children,” ca. 1913

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Crosby, Fanny J., “Hymn for the Working Children,” ca. 1913



Tenement Kitchen in Hamilton County, Ohio, December 1935

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Mydans, Carl, “Tenement Kitchen, Hamilton Co., Ohio,” December 1935



“Kids at Work” Essay from The Goldfinch, 1996
(pg.1)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, Williams, Bridgett M., “Kids at Work,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 17, 
No. 4, pp. 8-9, 1996



“Kids at Work” Essay from The Goldfinch, 1996
(pg.2)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, Williams, Bridgett M., “Kids at Work,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 17, 
No. 4, pp. 8-9, 1996



“Progress and Unemployment” Excerpt from  
The Goldfinch, 1996

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Making a Living,” The Goldfinch, pp. 6, 1996

New inventions meant new jobs. The car drove 
blacksmiths, like E. Bennet, whose Jasper 
County shop is pictured above, out of business 
when it replaced horses as primary mode of 
transportation.

industries grew around the state 
as people manufactured goods 
and shipped them across the 
country to be sold.

By the turn of the century, 
more and more Iowans left rural 
areas to find jobs in cities. In 
1900, Iowa boasted more than 
14,000 manufacturing busi
nesses statewide. In these 
factories, workers made every
thing from buttons and butter to 
meat products and overalls. 
Factory work was hard and 
working conditions were often 
very poor, leading to many 
workrelated accidents and 
deaths. Workers formed unions 
and demanded better wages and 
working conditions.
Progress and unemployment

Inventions and other techno
logical advances often put 
people out of one line of work, 
and into another. With the 
introduction and growing 
popularity of the automobile, 
blacksmiths and carriage 
makers soon had to find other 
ways to earn their keep. Often, 
they converted their shops into 
garages and learned how to fix 
cars and motorized farm equip
ment.

Everett Ludley, who grew up

in northeastern Iowa, 
remembers how the 
automobile changed 
the businesses 
district in Manches
ter, Iowa.

“Hennesey’s 
Livery Stable was 
converted to a car 
agency,” he wrote in 
1989. “Billie Burk’s 
Blacksmith Shop 
became a machine 
shop. In both, the 
smell of horse ma
nure was replaced by 
the smell of oil and grease.”

New technologies also 
created new jobs. Frederick 
Maytag made washing ma
chines in Newton beginning in 
1909. As Maytag perfected the 
machines, the demand for the 
product increased, and more 
and more people found jobs in 
the Maytag factory.

Industries have continued to 
grow throughout the state’s 
history. From coal mining and 
meat packing to insurance and 
publishing, Iowans have worked 
in a variety of manufacturing 
and service positions and have 
marketed Iowa products 
throughout the world.

In 1994,1,508,000 Iowans 
were employed in the state. 
That’s enough people to fill the 
seats in Des Moines’ Sec Taylor 
Stadium ten times! Of that 
number, 94,000 were young 
people between the ages of 16 
and 19.

Young people under age 16, 
who are not included in official 
labor statistics, also work hard. 
Like kids in the early part of 
Iowa’s history, they do chores at 
home, hold parttime jobs such 
as delivering newspapers and 
babysitting, and participate in 
other wageearning activities. A
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“Working the Environment” Essay from  
The Goldfinch, 1996

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, Williams, Bridgett M., “Working the Environment,” The 
Goldfinch, Vol. 17, No. 4, pp. 7, 1996



“Iowa Inventors and Inventions from A to Z”  
Excerpt from The Goldfinch, 1998 (pg.1)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Iowa Inventors and Inventions from A to Z,” The Goldfinch, 
Vol. 20, No. 1, pp. 4-8, 199



“Iowa Inventors and Inventions from A to Z”  
Excerpt from The Goldfinch, 1998 (pg.2)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Iowa Inventors and Inventions from A to Z,” The Goldfinch, 
Vol. 20, No. 1, pp. 4-8, 199



“Iowa Inventors and Inventions from A to Z”  
Excerpt from The Goldfinch, 1998 (pg.3)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Iowa Inventors and Inventions from A to Z,” The Goldfinch, 
Vol. 20, No. 1, pp. 4-8, 199



“Iowa Inventors and Inventions from A to Z”  
Excerpt from The Goldfinch, 1998 (pg.4)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Iowa Inventors and Inventions from A to Z,” The Goldfinch, 
Vol. 20, No. 1, pp. 4-8, 199



“Iowa Inventors and Inventions from A to Z”  
Excerpt from The Goldfinch, 1998 (pg.5)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Iowa Inventors and Inventions from A to Z,” The Goldfinch, 
Vol. 20, No. 1, pp. 4-8, 199



“Rise of Industrial America, 1876-1900” from  
Library of Congress

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Rise of Industrial America, 1876-1900” 
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