
 

               

 

  
 

  
  

  
 

  

 
  

  
   

    
  

  
 

  
 

 
  

 
  

  
   

  
    

 
   

  

  
  

  
 
 
 

Inaugural Address of Herbert Hoover, March 4, 1929 

… OUR PROGRESS 
If we survey the situation of our Nation both at home and abroad, we find many satisfactions; 
we find some causes for concern. We have emerged from the losses of the Great War and the 
reconstruction following it with increased virility and strength. From this strength we have 
contributed to the recovery and progress of the world. What America has done has given 
renewed hope and courage to all who have faith in government by the people. In the large view, 
we have reached a higher degree of comfort and security than ever existed before in the history 
of the world. Through liberation from widespread poverty we have reached a higher degree of 
individual freedom than ever before. The devotion to and concern for our institutions are deep 
and sincere. We are steadily building a new race--a new civilization great in its own attainments. 
The influence and high purposes of our Nation are respected among the peoples of the world. 
We aspire to distinction in the world, but to a distinction based upon confidence in our sense of 
justice as well as our accomplishments within our own borders and in our own lives. For wise 
guidance in this great period of recovery the Nation is deeply indebted to Calvin Coolidge. 

But all this majestic advance should not obscure the constant dangers from which self-
government must be safeguarded. The strong man must at all times be alert to the attack of 
insidious disease… 

THE RELATION OF GOVERNMENT TO BUSINESS 
The election has again confirmed the determination of the American people that regulation of 
private enterprise and not Government ownership or operation is the course rightly to be 
pursued in our relation to business. In recent years we have established a differentiation in the 
whole method of business regulation between the industries which produce and distribute 
commodities on the one hand and public utilities on the other. In the former, our laws insist 
upon effective competition; in the latter, because we substantially confer a monopoly by limiting 
competition, we must regulate their services and rates. The rigid enforcement of the laws 
applicable to both groups is the very base of equal opportunity and freedom from domination 
for all our people, and it is just as essential for the stability and prosperity of business itself as 
for the protection of the public at large. Such regulation should be extended by the Federal 
Government within the limitations of the Constitution and only when the individual States are 
without power to protect their citizens through their own authority. On the other hand, we 
should be fearless when the authority rests only in the Federal Government. 
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COOPERATION BY THE GOVERNMENT 
The larger purpose of our economic thought should be to establish more firmly stability and 
security of business and employment and thereby remove poverty still further from our 
borders. Our people have in recent years developed a new-found capacity for cooperation 
among themselves to effect high purposes in public welfare. It is an advance toward the highest 
conception of self- government. Self-government does not and should not imply the use of 
political agencies alone. Progress is born of cooperation in the community--not from 
governmental restraints. The Government should assist and encourage these movements of 
collective self- help by itself cooperating with them. Business has by cooperation made great 
progress in the advancement of service, in stability, in regularity of employment and in the 
correction of its own abuses. Such progress, however, can continue only so long as business 
manifests its respect for law. 

There is an equally important field of cooperation by the Federal Government with the multitude 
of agencies, State, municipal and private, in the systematic development of those processes 
which directly affect public health, recreation, education, and the home. We have need further to 
perfect the means by which Government can be adapted to human service… 

SPECIAL SESSION OF THE CONGRESS 
Action upon some of the proposals upon which the Republican Party was returned to power, 
particularly further agricultural relief and limited changes in the tariff, cannot in justice to our 
farmers, our labor, and our manufacturers be postponed. I shall therefore request a special 
session of Congress for the consideration of these two questions. I shall deal with each of them 
upon the assembly of the Congress. 

OTHER MANDATES FROM THE ELECTION 
It appears to me that the more important further mandates from the recent election were the 
maintenance of the integrity of the Constitution; the vigorous enforcement of the laws; the 
continuance of economy in public expenditure; the continued regulation of business to prevent 
domination in the community; the denial of ownership or operation of business by the 
Government in competition with its citizens; the avoidance of policies which would involve us in 
the controversies of foreign nations; the more effective reorganization of the departments of the 
Federal Government; the expansion of public works; and the promotion of welfare activities 
affecting education and the home. 

These were the more tangible determinations of the election, but beyond them was the 
confidence and belief of the people that we would not neglect the support of the embedded 
ideals and aspirations of America. These ideals and aspirations are the touchstones upon which 
the day-to-day administration and legislative acts of government must be tested. More than this, 
the Government must, so far as lies within its proper powers, give leadership to the realization 
of these ideals and to the fruition of these aspirations. No one can adequately reduce these 
things of the spirit to phrases or to a catalogue of definitions. We do know what the attainments 
of these ideals should be: The preservation of self-government and its full foundations in local 
government; the perfection of justice whether in economic or in social fields; the maintenance of 



  
  

  
  

   
 

 
 

  
  

 

ordered liberty; the denial of domination by any group or class; the building up and preservation 
of equality of opportunity; the stimulation of initiative and individuality; absolute integrity in 
public affairs; the choice of officials for fitness to office; the direction of economic progress 
toward prosperity for the further lessening of poverty; the freedom of public opinion; the 
sustaining of education and of the advancement of knowledge; the growth of religious spirit and 
the tolerance of all faiths; the strengthening of the home; the advancement of peace. 

There is no short road to the realization of these aspirations. Ours is a progressive people, but 
with a determination that progress must be based upon the foundation of experience. Ill-
considered remedies for our faults bring only penalties after them. But if we hold the faith of the 
men in our mighty past who created these ideals, we shall leave them heightened and 
strengthened for our children… 


