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Government, Democracy and Laws
Why aren’t all rules good rules?
From its creation, the United States was different from its European predecessors. Its people were not united by a 
common heritage, ethnicity or even language. It was then, as it is now, a diverse nation of immigrants. What united 
it was a radical belief of the time, that “all men are created equal,” and that a free people could govern themselves 
and not descend into anarchy and chaos. For centuries, European nations had monarchs and aristocracies to 
maintain order and stability from generation to generation. The United States declared that its people would be 
governed only by their elected representatives. This belief in democracy, as one British commentator observed, 
created in the United States “a nation with the soul of a church,” united by a common belief.

Framework of U.S. Democracy
Three documents have been central to the essence of this perception. The Declaration of Independence was 
drafted by the Second Continental Congress in 1776 in Philadelphia to explain and justify why the colonies were 
separating themselves from the domination of Great Britain. Delegates from 13 colonies along the Atlantic Coast 
sent delegates to the convention in Philadelphia. They approved a resolution to separate themselves from Britain 
and appointed a committee of five men to draft an explanation to the world why the colonies were taking this step. 
The committee chose Thomas Jefferson of Virginia to write the original draft. He began with an explanation of why 
governments are established and then moved on to the injustices the colonies had endured by Parliament and 
the king. The document ends with the declaration that the colonies were from now on free from British rule. It was 
approved by the Continental Congress on July 4, America’s Independence Day. It declares that “all men are created 
equal and endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights.” The nation has never fully lived up to that bold 
statement in practice, but it is the measure against which perceived injustices are measured.

The former colonies that defeated the British Empire needed to establish some legal framework that would bind 
them together for certain purposes but not become as oppressive as the monarch they had just defeated. At 
first, the Articles of Confederation provided a weak central government but pressure for a stronger authority 
developed quickly. In 1787, delegates to a Constitutional Convention began meeting to strike a balance between 
responsibilities left to the states and those delegated to the federal government.

Like the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution begins with a preamble that sets forth its purpose — “to 
form a more perfect union.” Federal authority is divided into three branches: the legislative branch that makes the 
laws; the executive that administers the laws; and the judicial that interprets the laws in cases of conflict. Central 
to the Constitution is the concept of checks and balances. Each branch has some authority to curb undue power 
exercised by the other two branches. Some duties were specifically delegated to the federal government and some 
specifically reserved to the states. The Convention specified that the plan would go into effect when nine states 
approved it. New Hampshire was the ninth in 1788, and Rhode Island was the last in 1790. George Washington was 
elected as the first president in 1788.

Ever concerned that the central government could abuse the rights of the people as the colonists felt Great Britain 
had done, Congress proposed a series of amendments to the Constitution that specifically spelled out restrictions 
on the federal government. The first 10 amendments to the Constitution are called the Bill of Rights, including the 
First Amendment, which states that individuals shall have the right to freedom of speech, religion, the press and 
assembly and the right to petition the government.

These three documents are central to how the United States presents itself to its own people and to the world. They 
have been copied by many emerging democracies around the world and show remarkable resilience over the 250 
years since their adoption.



IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS  •  600 E. LOCUST ST.  •  DES MOINES, IA 50319  •  IOWACULTURE.GOV

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES

2

Supporting Questions
What key documents establish the foundation of America’s participatory democracy?

 • “The Great Law of Peace” Video about Injunuinty, November 12, 2013 (Video)
 • Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 (Document)
 • Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, September 1787 (Document)
 • U.S. Constitution, September 1787 (Document)
 • Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution, September 25, 1789 (Document)
 • Iowa Constitution, 1857 (Document)
 • Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, ca. 1900 (Image)

 
How are laws created?

 • “How Does a Bill Becomes a Law” Infographic (Document)
 • “The Three Branches of Government and How They Work in Iowa” (Document)
 • Comparing Three Branches of Government in Iowa Versus the U.S. (Document)
 • Marbury v. Madison, 1803 (Document)
 • Architect’s Drawing of the Iowa State Capitol, ca. 1880 (Image)
 • Supreme Court Building in Washington, D.C., ca. 1980 (Image)
 • The White House in Washington, D.C., ca. 1980 (Image)
 • Aerial View of the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., April 30, 2007 (Image)

 
How can laws be changed to guarantee human rights? 

 • Iowa Supreme Court Ruling on Montgomery v. Ralph, 1839 (Document)
 •  “Declaration of Sentiments” Address by Elizabeth Cady Stanton in Seneca Falls, New York, July 1848 
(Document)

 • Illustrated Portraits of Dred Scott and His Family, Harriet, Eliza and Lizzie, 1857 (Image)
 • Arabella (Belle) Babb Mansfield, First Certified Female Attorney in the United States (Document, Image)
 • Iowa Supreme Court Rules on Equal Access: Portrait of Alexander Clark, 1868 (Document, Image)
 • Ola Babcock Miller, Iowa’s First Secretary of State (Image)
 •  “Mennonite School Teacher with Class of Amish, Mennonite and Pennsylvania Dutch Children,” March 
1942 (Image)

 • “Republican Senators During a Meeting on Amendments to the Civil Rights Act,” May 20, 1964 (Image)
 • Participants at a Civil Rights March from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, 1965 (Image)
 • “D.M. Schools Ban Wearing of Viet Truce Armbands” Newspaper Article, December 15, 1965 (Document)
 • President Lyndon B. Johnson Signs 1968 Civil Rights Act, April 11, 1968 (Image)
 • March in Support of Migrant Workers in Des Moines, Iowa, February 1969 (Image)
 •  News Release from Muscatine Community Effort Organization about H. J. Heinz Company Boycott, 1969 
(Document)

 • “Iowa Constitution and Race” from Iowa PBS, 1978 (Video)
 • “Religious Rights” Essay from The Goldfinch, February 1987 (Document)
 • “The Black Armband Case” Essay from The Goldfinch, February 1987 (Document)
 • Iowa Supreme Court Case Varnum v. Brien, April 3, 2009 (Document)
 • “Celebrating Ten Years of Marriage Equality in Iowa—Yes, Iowa,” April 3, 2019 (Document)

*Printable Image and Document Guide

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/great-law
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/declaration
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/preamble-to
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/us-constitution
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/bill-rights
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/iowa-constitution
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/independence
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/childrens-lives-comparing-long-ago-to-today/yaeko-nakamura
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/how-does-bill
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/three
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/comparing
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/marbury-madison
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/architects
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/supreme-court
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/white-house
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/aerial-view
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/childrens-lives-comparing-long-ago-to-today/tv-arkansas-class
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/ralph
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/declaration-0
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/declaration-0
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/dred-scott
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/arabella
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/iowa-supreme
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/ola-babcock
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/mennonite
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/mennonite
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/republican
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/participants
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/dm-schools
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/president
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/march-support
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/muscatine
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/muscatine
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/iowa-constitution-race
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/religious
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/black-armband
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/varnum
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/celebrating
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/childrens-lives-comparing-long-ago-to-today/trackless-trolley-baltimore
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-imageguide.pdf
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Additional Resources 
*Links to additional resources available in the Government, Democracy and Laws Primary Source Set.  
 

What key founding documents allow Americans participation in our democracy? 
 

Khan Academy: Democratic Ideals in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution 
This webpage offers perspective about the democratic ideals that led to the development of the Declaration of 
Independence and U.S. Constitution.  
 
National Constitution Center: Educational Videos 
This organization offers free educational video lessons that feature the museum’s education staff, distinguished 
scholars and even some famous faces who bring America’s democracy and the stories of “We the People” to life.  
 
Prequel to Independence 
This is a National Archives digital activity to sort documents and images related to the founding of the United States. 
 
The Iowa Constitution from Iowa PBS 
This webpage from Iowa PBS and Iowa Pathways focuses on the creation and implementation of the Iowa 
Constitution.  
 
The Mini Page: Bill of Rights 
This archived issue of The Mini Page - an educational children’s newspaper - focuses on the Bill of Rights.  
 
The Mini Page: Amendments 11-26 
This archived article from The Mini Page - an educational children’s newspaper - focuses on the Amendments 11 
through 26 of the U.S. Constitution.  
 
The Bill of Rights in Translation: What It Really Means by Amie Jane Leavitt 
This book explains the meaning of the Bill of Rights for students. 
 
The Declaration of Independence in Translation: What It Really Means by Amie Jane Leavitt 
This book explains the meaning of the Declaration of Independence for students. 
 
We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States by David Catrow 
This book is helpful to inspire discussion in classrooms with an illustrated look at the Preamble of the U.S. 
Constitution and provides an accessible introduction to America’s founding ideals for citizens of all ages. 
 
 

How are laws created? 
 

Branches of the U.S. Government 
This webpage includes infographics, texts and more to explain what the purpose and function of the branches of 
government are in the United States.  
 
Engaging Congress 
This online resource from Indiana University provides a teacher’s toolbox, primary sources and more to teach 
students about Congress. 
 
iCivics: Foundations of Government 
Use this online resource to help students examine the purpose, forms and limitations on government.  
 
”I’m Just a Bill” Video from Schoolhouse Rock 
Watch this educational video from Schoolhouse Rock about how a bill is created and can become a law.  
 

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws
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Additional Resources 
*Links to additional resources available in the Government, Democracy and Laws Primary Source Set.  
 
Iowa Judicial Branch: Justices 
Learn about the history of the current Iowa Supreme Court justices. 
 
Kid Citizen: Welcome to Congress 
This resource from the Library of Congress looks at who represents the people in the U.S. Congress and where do 
they work. 
 
”The History of the Iowa Capitol Building in Des Moines” Video from Iowa PBS 
In this segment is from Iowa PBS’ “This Old Statehouse” documentary, learn about the building of Iowa’s historic 
capitol building. 
 
 

How can laws be changed to guarantee human rights? 
 

Constitution Center: Tinker v. Des Moines 
Use this video to learn about the landmark free speech case. 
 
Dred Scott Case 
This webpage from History.com focuses on the Dred Scott case, also known as Dred Scott v. Sandford, which was a 
decade-long fight for freedom by an enslaved man named Dred Scott. 
 
iCivics: County Solutions Civic Action Plan 
County Solutions is a lesson-based civic action project educators can do with their students right in the classroom. 
 
Iowa Civil Rights Toolkit 
Download this toolkit from the Iowa Civil Rights Commission to learn more about the state’s civil rights history.  
 
Khan Academy: Tinker v. Des Moines (1969) 
Download this toolkit from the Iowa Civil Rights Commission to learn more about the state’s civil rights history.  
 
Marbury vs. Madison: What Was the Case About? 
This video focuses on the 1803 U.S. Supreme Court case between William Marbury and James Madison. 
 
Mary Beth Tinker Describes Her Experiences Participating in a Student Protest in 1965 
Mary Beth Tinker describes the inspiration that led to her decision to participate in a student protest of the Vietnam 
War in 1965, along with recounting the events and experiences of the time. 
 
Mary Beth Tinker Describes Her Work Raising Awareness of First Amendment Rights 
Mary Beth Tinker describes how she came to the decision to begin public speaking to help raise awareness of First 
Amendment rights for young people 
 
Mary Beth Tinker Describes the Need to Understand First Amendment Rights 
Mary Beth Tinker describes how she continues to see the need for young people to understand and practice their 
First Amendment rights. 
 
My Civic Responsibility 
In this lesson, learners identify different levels of participation in a democracy. 
 
National Archives: Records of Rights 
Explore records of the National Archives documenting the ongoing struggle of Americans to define, attain and 
protect their rights. 
 

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws
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Additional Resources 
*Links to additional resources available in the Government, Democracy and Laws Primary Source Set.  
 
Ralph Montgomery from Iowa PBS 
This webpage from Iowa PBS focuses on the Iowa Supreme Court case called “In the Matter of Ralph (a colored 
man),” which made history as the first decision of the Iowa Supreme Court in regard to a “fugitive slave.” On 
Independence Day 1839, Ralph was declared a free man. 
 
Selma to Montgomery March 
This webpage from History.com focuses on the Selma to Montgomery march was part of a series of civil rights 
protests that occurred in 1965 in Alabama, a southern state with deeply entrenched racist policies.  
 
Seneca Falls Convention 
This webpage from History.com provides an informational overview of the Seneca Falls Convention in July 1848, 
which launched the women’s suffrage movement in the United States.  
 
The Women Who Shaped the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
Seventy years ago, Eleanor Roosevelt was instrumental in drafting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. But 
she was not alone. Discover who are the women who shaped the major instrument for the defense of human rights 
through this video from the United Nations.  
 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a milestone document in the history of human rights. 
 
Pride: The Story of Harvey Milk and the Rainbow Flag by Rob Sanders 
In this empowering true story, young readers will trace the life of the Gay Pride Flag, from its beginnings in 1978 
with social activist Harvey Milk and designer Gilbert Baker to its spanning of the globe and its role in today’s world 
 
 

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws
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“The Great Law of Peace” Video about Injunuinty,  
November 12, 2013

Courtesy of Vision Maker Media, “The Great Law of Peace - Injunuinty,” Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 12 
November 2013

Description
Much has been said about the inspiration of the ancient Iroquois “Great League of Peace” in planting the seeds that 
led to the formation of the United States and its representative democracy. The Iroquois Confederacy, founded by 
the Great Peacemaker in 1142, is the oldest living participatory democracy on Earth. In 1988, the U.S. Senate paid 
tribute with a resolution that said, “The confederation of the original 13 colonies into one republic was influenced by 
the political system developed by the Iroquois Confederacy, as were many of the democratic principles which were 
incorporated into the constitution itself.” 
 
The people of the Iroquois Confederacy, also known as the Six Nations, refer to themselves as the Haudenosaunee 
(pronounced “hoo-dee-noh-SHAW-nee”). It means “peoples of the longhouse,” and refers to their lengthy bark-
covered longhouses that housed many families. Theirs was a sophisticated and thriving society of well over 5,000 
people when the first European explorers encountered them in the early 17th Century. 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  How did Iroquois “Great League of Peace” influence the formation of the United States and its representative 
democracy?

 • Who were the people of the Iroquois Confederacy?
 
Citation Information
“The Great Law of Peace - Injunuinty,” Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 12 November 2013. Courtesy of Vision 
Maker Media

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/great-law
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1V5VeRdMnI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1V5VeRdMnI&feature=youtu.be
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Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “In Congress, July 4, 1776. The unanimous declaration of the thirteen United States 
of America,” 4 July 1776

Description
The Declaration of Independence was the first formal statement by a nation’s people asserting their right to choose 
their own government. When the first skirmishes of the Revolutionary War broke out in Massachusetts in April 1775, 
few people in the American colonies wanted to separate from Great Britain entirely. But as the war continued, and 
Britain called out massive armed forces to enforce its will, more and more colonists came to accept that asserting 
independence was the only way forward. And the Declaration of Independence would play a critical role in unifying 
the colonies for the bloody struggle they now faced. 
 
Transcript of the Declaration of Independence 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  According to the first paragraph, why do the writers of the Declaration feel obliged to declare the causes for 
separating from the English government?

 • How does the second paragraph represent a statement of the colonists’ beliefs?
 • What were the major grievances the colonists listed?
 • How do they explain why the King’s responses to their complaints weren’t good enough?

 
Citation Information
“In Congress, July 4, 1776. The unanimous declaration of the thirteen United States of America,” 4 July 1776. 
Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-independence-transcription.pdf
https://guides.loc.gov/declaration-of-independence
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Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, September 1787

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, September 1787

Description
The preamble is the opening statement to the U.S. Constitution. The preamble explains the reasons why the 
framers of the Constitution made the government a republic. The preamble, along with the rest of the U.S. 
Constitution, was written over a period of about six weeks, and it helped explain why the document was written. 
 
Transcript of the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  What is the purpose of a preamble? How does the preamble to the U.S. Constitution help explain why the 
founders thought we needed one?

 • What are the key words in the preamble that embody the country’s ideas?
 
Citation Information
Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, September 1787. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-enslavement-preamble-transcription.pdf
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2013/01/the-preamble-to-the-constitution-making-inferences-about-intent-using-two-drafts-from-the-library-of-congress/
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U.S. Constitution, 1787

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union...” 
Constitutional Convention, 1787

Description
The Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of the United States of America. The Constitution was 
originally created with seven articles, and it is the national frame of government. Its first three articles embody the 
principle of the separation of powers, where the federal government is divided into three branches: the legislative, 
executive and judicial. 
 
Full Transcript of the U.S. Constitution 
 
Transcribed Excerpts from the U.S. Constitution 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • What was the purpose for writing the U.S. Constitution?
 • How would you summarize each article?

 
Citation Information
“We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union...” Constitutional Convention, 
September 1787. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-constitution-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-constitution-transcription-excerpts.pdf
https://guides.loc.gov/constitution
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Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution, September 25, 1789

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Madison, James, “Amendment to the U.S. Constitution,” U.S. Congress, 25 
September 1789

Description
On September 25, 1789, the first Congress of the United States proposed 12 amendments to the U.S. Constitution. 
Ten of the proposed 12 amendments were ratified by three-fourths of the state legislatures on December 15, 1791. 
The ratified articles (Articles 3–12) constitute the first 10 amendments of the Constitution or the U.S. Bill of Rights. 
In 1992, 203 years after it was proposed, Article 2 was ratified as the 27th Amendment to the Constitution. Article 1 
was never ratified. 
 
Transcript of the Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • How did the Bill of Rights become part of the U.S. Constitution? Were all of the proposed changes accepted?
 • How do the Bill of Rights prevent someone from thinking these are the only rights Americans have?

 
Citation Information
Madison, James, “Amendment to the U.S. Constitution,” U.S. Congress, 25 September 1789. Courtesy of Library of 
Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-billofrights-transcription.pdf
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=001/llsl001.db&recNum=144
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=001/llsl001.db&recNum=144
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Iowa Constitution, 1857

Courtesy of Iowa Secretary of State, “Constitution of the State of Iowa,” 1857

Description
The Iowa Constitution is the plan for the state government. The plan tells how the government should be organized 
and who has certain duties. Iowa’s first constitution was written when Iowa entered the Union as a state in 1846. It 
was different from the rules of government that had been followed when Iowa was a territory, and it was different 
from the constitutions of other states. It was supposed to fit the needs of people in Iowa. 
 
Unfortunately, there were problems with the first constitution of 1846. The people decided in 1857 that it would be 
easier to start over again with a new constitution. A new plan of government was written at a meeting in the Old 
Stone Capitol in Iowa City. This new constitution is the one Iowans live by today. It has been amended 46 times since 
1857. 
 
“Iowa’s Constitution” Essay in The Goldfinch 
 
Full Transcript of the Iowa Constitution 
 
Transcribed Excerpt from the Iowa Constitution 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • Why is there an Iowa Constitution if there is a U.S. Constitution?
 • What are some similarities and differences between the U.S. Constitution and the Iowa Constitution?

 
Citation Information
“Constitution of the State of Iowa,” 1857. Courtesy of Iowa Secretary of State

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-iowaconstitution-source.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-iaconstitution-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-iaconstitution-transcription-excerpt.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/us-constitution
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/icnst/attachments/Iowa_Constitution_Scanned.pdf
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Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, ca. 1900

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Independence Hall, Philadelphia,” Detroit Publishing Co., ca. 1900

Description
Independence Hall can be considered as one of the birthplaces of the United States. In this building, the Declaration 
of Independence and U.S. Constitution were both debated and signed. The legacy of the nation’s founding 
documents began here. It is a place that has influenced lawmakers around the world. 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  Look closely at the photo. What do you notice about the Independence Hall, as well as the surrounding buildings 
and area?

 •  Independence Hall can be considered as one of the birthplaces of the United States. In this building, the 
Declaration of Independence and U.S. Constitution were both debated and signed. Who would be influenced 
by the history that took place in the building? Explain your answers.

 • What is the significance of Independence Hall?
 • What is the legacy of the founding documents??

 
Citation Information
“Independence Hall, Philadelphia,” Detroit Publishing Co., ca. 1900. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/declaration
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/us-constitution
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016796243/
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“How Does a Bill Become a Law?” Infographic

HOW DOES A BILLBECOME A LAW?
1 EVERY LAW STARTS WITH AN IDEA

That idea can come from anyone, 
even you! Contact your elected 
officials to share your idea. If they 
want to try to make it a law, they 
will write a bill.

2 THE BILL IS INTRODUCED
A bill can start in either house of Congress
when it’s introduced by its primary sponsor, 
a Senator or a Representative. In the 
House of Representatives, bills are placed 
in a wooden box called 
"the hopper.”

3 THE BILL GOES TO COMMITTEE
Representatives or Senators meet in a small group to research, talk 
about, and make changes to the bill. They vote to accept or reject 
the bill and its changes before sending it to:

the House or Senate floor for debate or 
to a subcommittee for further research.

the

Here, the bill is assigned 
a legislative number before 
the Speaker of the House 
sends it to a committee.

4 CONGRESS DEBATES AND VOTES
Members of the House or Senate can now debate the bill and 
propose changes or amendments before voting. If the majority vote 
for and pass the bill, it moves to the other house to go through a 
similar process of committees, debate, and voting. Both houses have 
to agree on the same version of the final bill before it goes to the 
President. 

HOUSE
MAJORITY

SENATE
MAJORITY

DID YOU KNOW?
The House uses an electronic 
voting system while the Senate 
typically votes by voice, saying 
“yay” or “nay.”

5 PRESIDENTIAL ACTION
When the bill reaches the 
President, he or she can:

APPROVE and PASS
The President signs and approves 
the bill. The bill is law.

THE BILL ISTHE BILL IS

LAWLAW

The President can also:
Veto
The President rejects the bill and 
returns it to Congress with the reasons 
for the veto. Congress can override the 
veto with 2/3 vote of those present in 
both the House and the Senate and 
the bill will become law.

Choose no action
The President can decide to do 
nothing. If Congress is in session, 
after 10 days of no answer from the 
President, the bill then automatically 
becomes law.

Pocket veto
If Congress adjourns (goes out of 
session) within the 10 day period 
after giving the President the bill, 
the President can choose not to 
sign it and the bill will not become 
law.

 Brought to you by

Courtesy of USAGov, “How Does a Bill Becomes a Law?”

Description
After both the U.S. House and U.S. Senate have approved a bill in identical form, the bill is sent to the president. If 
the president approves of the legislation, it is signed and becomes law. If the president takes no action for 10 days 
while Congress is in session, the bill automatically becomes law. 
 
Transcript of “How Does a Bill Becomes a Law?” Infographic 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  What is a bill?
 • Summarize the five steps of how a bill becomes a law. Discuss why each step is important and necessary.

 
Citation Information
“How Does a Bill Becomes a Law?” Courtesy of USAGov

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-billinfographic-transcription.pdf
https://www.usa.gov/how-laws-are-made
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“The Three Branches of Government and How They Work in Iowa”

Courtesy of LSA, “The Three Branches of Government and How they Work in Iowa,” Legislative Services Agency (LSA)

Description
The three branches of Iowa’s government mirror the three branches of the U.S. government. There is the 
executive branch, which includes the governor and other staff, and duties can include approving or vetoing bills, 
administering or carrying out laws and can recommend proposed laws. There is the judicial branch, which is 
comprised of the state’s Supreme Court and other courts, who decide whether laws are constitutional, appoints 
state supreme court justices and interprets laws. The final branch is the legislative, which includes the General 
Assembly. The Iowa legislature, like the U.S. Congress, is made up of two bodies — the Iowa Senate and the Iowa 
House of Representatives. There are 50 senators in Iowa and 100 members of the Iowa House. This branch can pass 
laws and confirm Supreme Court justices.  
 
View “Iowa: Three Branches of Government” Essay from The Goldfinch 
 
Transcript of “Iowa: Three Branches of Government” Essay from The Goldfinch 
 
Full Transcript of “The Three Branches of Government and How They Work in Iowa” 
 
Transcribed Excerpts from “The Three Branches of Government and How They Work in Iowa” 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • When reading the chart, what is meant by the “separation of powers” in Iowa?
 • What does each branch of government do for the people of Iowa?

 
Citation Information
Text 1: “The Three Branches of Government and How they Work in Iowa,” Legislative Services Agency (LSA). 
Courtesy of LSA 
Text 2: “Iowa’s Constitution,” The Goldfinch: Constitutional Issues and Iowa, Vol. 8, No. 3, pp. 7, February 1987. 
Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-threebranches-goldfinch-source.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-threebranches-goldfinch-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-threebranches-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-threebranches-transcription-excerpts.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-threebranches-goldfinch-source.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LP/696321.pdf
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Comparing Three Branches of Government in Iowa Versus the U.S.

Courtesy of USAGov, “3 Branches of the U.S. Government” / Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Iowa’s 
Constitution,” The Goldfinch: Constitutional Issues and Iowa, Vol. 8, No. 3, pp. 7, February 1987

Description
The federal and Iowa government is composed of three distinct branches: legislative, executive and judicial, whose 
powers are vested by the U.S. Constitution and Iowa Constitution. 
 
Full Transcript of “3 Branches of U.S. Government” Infographic and “Iowa: Three Branches of Government” 
Essay from The Goldfinch 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  What similarities do you notice between the three branches of government in Iowa and the United States? What 
are the differences?

 • What is the purpose of the three branches of government in both Iowa and the United States?
 
Citation Information
Infographic: “3 Branches of the U.S. Government.” Courtesy of USAGov 
Text: “Iowa’s Constitution,” The Goldfinch: Constitutional Issues and Iowa, Vol. 8, No. 3, pp. 7, February 1987. Courtesy 
of State Historical Society of Iowa

Full Transcript of “3 Branches of U.S. Government” Infographic and “Iowa: Three Branches of Governme
Full Transcript of “3 Branches of U.S. Government” Infographic and “Iowa: Three Branches of Governme
https://www.usa.gov/branches-of-government#item-213376
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Marbury v. Madison, 1803

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Marshall, John, “U.S. Reports: Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803),” 
U.S. Supreme Court, 1803

Description
The 1803 U.S. Supreme Court case Marbury v. Madison established the principle of judicial review — the power of 
the federal courts to declare legislative and executive acts unconstitutional. The unanimous opinion was written 
by Chief Justice John Marshall. President John Adams named William Marbury as one of 42 justices of the peace 
on March 2, 1801. The Senate confirmed the nominations the following day, March 3, which was Adams’ last full 
day in office. However, acting Secretary of State John Marshall failed to deliver four of the commissions, including 
Marbury’s. When Thomas Jefferson took office on March 4, he ordered that the four remaining commissions be 
withheld. Marbury sued Secretary of State James Madison in order to obtain his commission. The Supreme Court 
issued its opinion on February 24, 1803. 
 
Overview of Marbury v. Madison 
 
Full Transcript of Marbury v. Madison 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • What is judicial review?
 • How does Marbury v. Madison protect human rights?

 
Citation Information
Marshall, John, “U.S. Reports: Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803),” U.S. Supreme Court, 1803. 
Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-marbury-overview.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-marbury-transcription_0.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/item/usrep005137/


IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS  •  600 E. LOCUST ST.  •  DES MOINES, IA 50319  •  IOWACULTURE.GOV

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES

17

Architect’s Drawing of the Iowa State Capitol, ca. 1880

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, ca. 1880

Description
With the influx of settlers to Iowa, citizens felt the state’s capital should be moved to a more central location. The 
Iowa General Assembly chose Des Moines as the new city. The Iowa State Capitol is also called the Iowa Statehouse. 
As the seat of the Iowa General Assembly, the building is home to the Iowa Senate, Iowa House of Representatives, 
the Office of the Governor and the Offices of the Attorney General, Auditor, Treasurer and Secretary of State. The 
building also includes a chamber for the Iowa Supreme Court, although court activities usually take place in the 
neighboring Iowa Supreme Court building. The building was constructed between 1871 and 1886, and is the only 
five-domed capitol in the country.  
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  With the influx of settlers to Iowa, citizens felt the state’s capital should be moved to a more central location. 
Why is it important for a state capitol to be in a central location within a state?

 •  The Iowa capitol building is home to the Iowa Senate, Iowa House of Representatives, the Office of the Governor 
and the Offices of the Attorney General, Auditor, Treasurer and Secretary of State. Why is it beneficial for these 
offices to be in the same building?
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Supreme Court Building in Washington, D.C., ca. 1980

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Highsmith, Carol M., “Supreme Court Building, Washington, D.C.,” ca. 1980

Description
The U.S. Supreme Court of the United States is the highest court in the federal judiciary of the United States. 
Established by the U.S. Constitution, the Supreme Court began to take shape with the passage of the Judiciary 
Act of 1789 and has enjoyed a rich history since its first assembly in 1790. The Supreme Court is deeply tied to its 
traditions. Of the federal government’s three branches, the Court bears the closest resemblance to its original form 
– a 225-year-old legacy. 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  Refer back to the Comparing Three Branches of Government document. What branch of government does 
the Supreme Court represent?

 •  Look closely at the photo and describe the building. Why would the Supreme Court building be built across the 
street from the US Capitol?

 •  Established by the U.S. Constitution, the Supreme Court began to take shape with the passage of the Judiciary 
Act of 1789. Why would the Judiciary Act of 1789 be an important milestone for the country?

 
Citation Information
Highsmith, Carol M., “Supreme Court Building, Washington, D.C.,” ca. 1980. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/comparing
https://www.loc.gov/item/2011632073/
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The White House in Washington, D.C., ca. 1980

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Highsmith, Carol M., “The White House, Washington, D.C.,” ca. 1980

Description
The White House is the official residence and workplace of the president of the United States. It is located at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW in Washington, D.C., and has been the residence of every U.S. president since John Adams 
in 1800. 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  Look closely at the photo and describe what you see. Why would the United States provide a home like this for 
the president?

 • What branch of government does the White House represent?
 • Why is the White House an important symbol to the country and to the world?

 
Citation Information
Highsmith, Carol M., “The White House, Washington, D.C.,” ca. 1980. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://www.loc.gov/item/2011633022/
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Aerial View of the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., April 30, 2007

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Highsmith, Carol M., “Aerial View, United States Capitol Building, Washington, D.C.,” 
30 April 2007

Description
The United States Capitol, often called the Capitol building, is the home of the U.S. Congress and the seat of the 
legislative branch of the federal government. Congress has two parts: the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Each state has two U.S. senators and at least one U.S. representative. The more residents a state 
has, the more U.S. representatives it is allowed. There are 100 U.S. senators and 435 U.S. representatives. The laws 
Congress makes directly affect Americans.  
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • Refer back to How Does a Bill Becomes a Law. Describe what happens at the U.S. Capitol.
 •  Congress has two parts: the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of Representatives. Each state has two U.S. senators 
and at least one U.S. representative. The more residents a state has, the more U.S. representatives it is allowed. 
Why would it be important for states with larger populations to have more representatives?

 • In what is the U.S. Congress? And why is this branch of government important?
 
Citation Information
Highsmith, Carol M., “Aerial View, United States Capitol Building, Washington, D.C.,” 30 April 2007. Courtesy of 
Library of Congress 

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/how-does-bill
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010630477/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010630477/
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Iowa Supreme Court Ruling on Montgomery v. Ralph, 1839

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, Mason, Charles, 1839

Description
This document is the written judgment from Iowa Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles Mason, who in 1839 
ruled that a former enslaved man named Ralph would be “...free by operation of law; it is therefore ordered 
and adjudged; that he be discharged from further duress and restraint, and that he go hence without day.” The 
background of the case was that Ralph was enslaved by Jordan Montgomery in Missouri, and in 1834, they agreed 
that Ralph would go to Dubuque, Iowa, to work in the lead mines. They also agreed Ralph would pay Montgomery 
$450.00 for his freedom but Ralph did not pay Montgomery, so the Missouri man came to Iowa to apprehend Ralph. 
The ensuing Supreme Court case found that Ralph was a free man and Montgomery could not “illegally restrain a 
human being of his liberty.” The court rejected the argument that Ralph was a “fugitive slave,” reasoning that by 
allowing him to leave Missouri and reside in a free state, Montgomery could no longer exercise any right over him in 
the Iowa territory. 
 
The U.S. Supreme Court faced a similar question 18 years later when it decided the Dred Scott case. However, 
unlike the Iowa Supreme Court’s ruling in Ralph, the U.S. Supreme Court decision maintained the rights of the 
enslaver and ordered the enslaved man returned.   
 
Transcript of Iowa Supreme Court Ruling on Montgomery v. Ralph 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  Ralph was enslaved in Missouri, and in 1834, it was agreed that Ralph would go to Dubuque, Iowa, to work in 
the lead mines but Ralph would have to pay his enslaver $450.00 for his freedom. Discuss why Ralph would 
have to pay for his freedom. Was this fair? Why or why not?

 • What evidence did Chief Justice Mason give when explaining his ruling?

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/dred-scott
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-equality-montgomery-transcription.pdf
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“Declaration of Sentiments” Address by Elizabeth Cady Stanton in 
Seneca Falls, New York, July 1848

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Stanton, Elizabeth Cady, “Declaration of Sentiments,” July 1848

Description
The Declaration of Sentiments from the Seneca Falls Convention, using the model of the U.S. Declaration of 
Independence, forthrightly demanded that the rights of women as right-bearing individuals be acknowledged and 
respected by society. It was signed by 68 women and 32 men. 
 
Transcript of “Declaration of Sentiments” Address by Elizabeth Cady Stanton  
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  What other document begins with “the equality of all men and women and reiterates that both genders are 
endowed with unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness?” Why would the Declaration of 
Sentiments want to begin in this way?

 • What key points are outlined against women’s human rights?
 
Citation Information
Stanton, Elizabeth Cady, “Declaration of Sentiments,” July 1848. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-declarationsentiments-transcription.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/women-fight-for-the-vote/about-this-exhibition/seneca-falls-and-building-a-movement-1776-1890/seneca-falls-and-the-start-of-annual-conventions/declaration-of-sentiments/
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Illustrated Portraits of Dred Scott and His Family, Harriet, Eliza and 
Lizzie, 1857

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Visit to Dred Scott - His Family - Incidents of His Life - Decision of the Supreme 
Court,” Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 27 June 1857

Content Warning: Please be aware of the use of extremely derogatory language used in this historical document. 
 
Description
The Supreme Court decision Dred Scott v. Sandford was issued on March 6, 1857. Delivered by Chief Justice Roger 
Taney, this opinion declared that enslaved people were not citizens of the United States and could not sue in federal 
courts. In addition, this decision declared that the Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional and that Congress 
did not have the authority to prohibit enslavement in the territories. The Dred Scott decision was overturned by the 
13th and 14th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution.   
 
Transcript of “Visit to Dred Scott...” Article 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  In the U.S. Supreme Court decision of Dred Scott v. Sandford, it was declared that enslaved people were not 
citizens of the United States and could not sue in federal courts. In addition, this decision declared that 
the Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional and that Congress did not have the authority to prohibit 
enslavement in the territories. Compare this case to Ralph’s case. What is similar about the cases? What is 
different? Discuss reasons why there can be differences in decisions between state Supreme Court and the U.S. 
Supreme court.

 • Why was declaring the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional significant?
 •  In Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, it states that Dred Scott was reluctant to have his likeness captured. 
Discuss reasons why he might not want his image available to the public.

 
Citation Information
Text: “Visit to Dred Scott - His Family - Incidents of His Life - Decision of the Supreme Court,” Frank Leslie’s Illustrated 
Newspaper, 27 June 1857. Courtesy of Library of Congress 
Images: Fitzgibbon, John H., “Eliza and Lizzie, Children of Dred Scott, Dred Scott; His Wife, Harriet,” 1857. Courtesy 
of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-dred-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/ralph
https://www.loc.gov/item/2002707034/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2002707034/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2002707034/
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Arabella (Belle) Babb Mansfield, First Certified Female Attorney in 
the United States

Courtesy of Hard Won, Not Done, Corey, Kristin, “Arabella (Belle) Babb Mansfield” / Courtesy of the Iowa 
Department of Human Rights, Iowa Women’s Hall of Fame

Description
Arabella “Belle” Babb Mansfield was born on August 23, 1846, in Des Moines County, Iowa. Her family moved to 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa, in 1860 when her father died. She graduated from Iowa Wesleyan College in 1866. She 
studied law for two years at her brother’s law office. Mansfield passed a rigorous bar examination administered 
by the all-male members of the Henry County Bar Association in 1869, thus becoming the first certified woman 
attorney in the United States. As a result of Mansfield passing the examination, Iowa state law was changed to allow 
women to practice law. 
 
Transcript of Arabella Mansfield’s Biography 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • What is the significance of Mansfield passing the rigorous bar examination?
 • How did Mansfield work to fight for human rights?

 
Citation Information
Text: Corey, Kristin, “Arabella (Belle) Babb Mansfield.” Courtesy of Hard Won, Not Done 
Image: Courtesy of the Iowa Department of Human Rights, Iowa Women’s Hall of Fame

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-mansfield-transcription.pdf
https://19th-amendment-centennial.org/
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Iowa Supreme Court Rules on Equal Access: Portrait of Alexander 
Clark, 1868

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa (Document) / Robin, Augustus, Portrait of Alexander Clark: Engraving, 
New York: Date unknown (Image)

Description
Iowa’s first constitution of 1846 required blacks to pay a $500 bond to enter the state and stopped them from 
voting, holding office, serving in the state militia, attending public schools and marrying whites. Alexander Clark 
participated in a campaign for voting rights in Iowa after the end of the Civil War. The campaign was successful and 
in 1868, Iowa became the first state outside of New England to grant African-American men the right to vote. 
 
Transcript of an Excerpt from The Iowa Supreme Court Rules on Equal Access to Schools and Common 
Carriers 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • According to the text, in 1846, what did the Iowa Constitution outlaw?
 • What did Alexander do for Susan and other African-American students across Iowa?

 
Citation Information
Image: Robin, Augustus, “Portrait of Alexander Clark,” Date Unknown.  
Document: Silag, Bill, Bridgford, Susan Koch & Hal Chase, Outside In: African-American History in Iowa, pg. 72-73, 
2001. Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
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Ola Babcock Miller, Iowa’s First Secretary of State

Courtesy of Iowa Department of Human Rights, “Ola Babcock Miller”

Description
Ola Babcock Miller was Iowa’s first female Secretary of State. Initially elected in 1932, she was reelected twice. 
Miller died in 1937 at age 65 while serving her third term. Born in 1872 in Washington County, Miller attended Iowa 
Wesleyan College. Although she was active in the women’s suffrage movement, Miller is also remembered as the 
founder of the Iowa State Patrol. While Secretary of State, she convinced the state legislature that a statewide law 
enforcement agency was needed, particularly to enforce highway safety laws. The patrol was created in 1935 and 
placed under her control, where it grew from a force of 50 to 150 patrol officers by 1938. 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  Ola Babcock Miller was Iowa’s first female Secretary of State, elected in 1932. She also fought for women’s 
suffrage, which passed in 1920. Discuss how her background led her to fight for human rights.

 •  Miller is remembered as the founder of the Iowa State Patrol. While Secretary of State, she convinced the state 
legislature that a statewide law enforcement agency was needed, particularly to enforce highway safety laws. 
Discuss why she would be remembered for this and why it is important to Iowa.

 
Citation Information
“Ola Babcock Miller.” Courtesy of Iowa Department of Human Rights

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
https://humanrights.iowa.gov/ola-babcock-miller
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“Mennonite School Teacher with Class of Amish, Mennonite and 
Pennsylvania Dutch Children,” March 1942

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Collier, John, Jr., “Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Mennonite School Teacher with 
Class of Amish, Mennonite, and Pennsylvania Dutch Children,” March 1942

Description
Most Amish children attend school in one- or two-room private schools, and end their formal education at the 
eighth grade. Some criticize the Amish approach to education, seeing it as a means of restricting the individual. 
The Amish, however, root their belief in limited formal education for both religious and practical reasons. This 
community also largely believes an eighth-grade education is practical. The Amish trades are agricultural or 
craftsmanship-oriented, and the Amish community emphasize apprenticeship and hands-on learning. And, the 
Amish feel higher education can promote ideas counter to their Christian values. 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  Look closely at the photo and discuss what you notice. How is this school different from yours? How is it similar?
 •  Most Amish children attend school in one- or two-room private schools, and end their formal education at the 
eighth grade. This community also largely believes an eighth-grade education is practical. The Amish trades are 
agricultural or craftsmanship-oriented, and the Amish community emphasize apprenticeship and hands-on 
learning. Discuss the benefits and drawbacks to students only having an eight grade education. How would this 
be different in an Amish community?

 •  The Amish, however, root their belief in limited formal education for both religious and practical reasons. And, 
the Amish feel higher education can promote ideas counter to their Christian values. Some people criticize the 
Amish approach to education. Discuss why some people would disagree with the Amish way of educating.

 
Citation Information
Collier, John, Jr., “Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Mennonite School Teacher with Class of Amish, Mennonite, and 
Pennsylvania Dutch Children,” March 1942. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/item/2017822092/
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“Republican Senators During a Meeting on Amendments to the Civil 
Rights Act,” May 20, 1964

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Trikosko, Marion, S., “Republican Senators during a meeting on amendments to the 
Civil Rights Act,” 20 May 1964

Description
The Civil Rights Act of 1964, which ended segregation in public places and banned employment discrimination on 
the basis of race, color, religion, sex or national origin, is considered one of the major legislative achievements of 
the civil rights movement. First proposed by President John F. Kennedy, it survived strong opposition from southern 
members of Congress and was then signed into law by Kennedy’s successor, Lyndon B. Johnson. 
 
Later, Congress expanded the act and passed additional civil rights legislation to disabled Americans, the elderly 
and women in collegiate athletics. It also paved the way for two major follow-up laws: the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
which prohibited literacy tests and other discriminatory voting practices, and the Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
banned discrimination in the sale, rental and financing of property. Though the struggle against racism would 
continue, legal segregation had been brought to its knees in the United States. 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  Look closely at the photo and at the makeup of the Republican senators featured. At this time, there were no 
U.S. Senators of color. How might this have impacted the discussion leading up to the decision to pass the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964?

 • Using evidence from the description, how did the Civil Rights Act help to guarantee human rights?
 •  What did the Civil Rights Act of 1964 pave the way for? In what ways are these acts important for everyone in the 
United States?

 
Citation Information
Trikosko, Marion, S., “Republican Senators during a meeting on amendments to the Civil Rights Act,” 20 May 1964. 
Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2011648311/?loclr=blogtea
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Participants at a Civil Rights March from Selma to Montgomery, 
Alabama, 1965

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Pettus, Peter, “Participants, Some Carrying American Flags, Marching in the Civil 
Rights March from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama in 1965,” 1965

Description
The marches were organized by nonviolent activists to demonstrate the desire of African-American citizens to 
exercise their constitutional right to vote, in defiance of segregation. The marches were part of a broader voting 
rights movement underway in Selma, Alabama, and throughout the American South. 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • Look closely at the photo. Why would the people in the march carry American flags?
 • Refer back to the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Discuss how these two sources are connected.
 •  The marches were organized by nonviolent activists to demonstrate the desire of African-American citizens to 
exercise their constitutional right to vote, in defiance of segregation. What are the benefits of being part of a 
nonviolent protest? Are there any drawbacks?

 • Discuss why activists would march on behalf of human rights, like voting rights.
 
Citation Information
Pettus, Peter, “Participants, Some Carrying American Flags, Marching in the Civil Rights March from Selma to 
Montgomery, Alabama in 1965,” 1965. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/republican
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003675345/
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“D.M. Schools Ban Wearing of Viet Truce Armbands” Newspaper 
Article, December 15, 1965

Courtesy of National Archives, Magarrell, Jack, “D.M. Schools Ban Wearing of Viet Truce Armbands” The Des Moines 
Register, 15 December 1965

Description
This article from The Des Moines Register was entered as defendants’ Exhibit 2 in John F. Tinker et. al. v. The Des Moines 
Independent Community School District et. al. It describes the decision of Des Moines, Iowa, school officials to ban 
students from wearing black armbands to school in support of a Vietnam War truce. A group of junior high and high 
school students had decided to wear black armbands from December 16 until New Year’s Day to peacefully express 
their “grief over the deaths of soldiers and civilians in Vietnam.” 
 
On December 14, Des Moines School District principals met and enacted a rule that “any student wearing an arm 
band would be asked to remove the arm band, and if he refused he would be suspended until he returned without 
the arm band.” The policy was announced to all students on December 15, as well as reported in this newspaper 
article. Students Mary Beth Tinker, John Tinker, Christopher Eckhardt and two others were suspended after refusing 
to remove their black armbands when they arrived at school on December 16 and 17. About a dozen other students 
also wore armbands. Upon their suspensions, the Tinkers and Eckhardt refused to return to school until after New 
Year’s Day – the intended period for wearing the armbands. 
 
Transcript of “D.M. Schools Ban Wearing of Viet Truce Armbands” Article 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • What was the principal’s reaction to students standing up for the First Amendment?
 • Why were students suspended for wearing armbands?

 
Citation Information
Magarrell, Jack, “D.M. Schools Ban Wearing of Viet Truce Armbands” The Des Moines Register, 15 December 1965. 
Courtesy of National Archives

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-protest-armbands-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/schools-ban-armbands
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President Lyndon B. Johnson Signs 1968 Civil Rights Act,  
April 11, 1968

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Leffler, Warren K., “Lyndon Baines Johnson signing Civil Rights Bill,” 11 April 1968

Description
The Civil Rights Act of 1968 was a landmark law in the United States signed into law by United States President 
Lyndon B. Johnson provided an avenue for equal housing opportunities regardless of race, creed or national origin 
and made it a federal crime to “by force or by threat of force, injure, intimidate, or interfere with anyone … by 
reason of their race, color, religion or national origin.” Part of this act is commonly known as the Fair Housing Act 
and was meant as a follow-up to the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  Look closely at the photo. Why would a group of people gather around President Johnson as he signed the Civil 
Rights Act?

 •  The 1968 Civil Rights Act was a follow up to the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Part of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 
addressed equal housing opportunities regardless of race, creed or national origin. Discuss reasons why 
another Civil Rights act needed to be signed into law after the one signed in 1964.

 •  The Civil Rights Act of 1968 also made it a federal crime to “by force or by threat of force, injure, intimidate, 
or interfere with anyone… by reason of their race, color, religion or national origin.” Discuss reasons why this 
specific language would be included in the Civil Rights Act.

 
Citation Information
Leffler, Warren K., “Lyndon Baines Johnson signing Civil Rights Bill,” 11 April 1968. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/republican
https://www.loc.gov/item/91796664/
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March in Support of Migrant Workers in Des Moines, Iowa,  
February 1969

Courtesy of Iowa Women’s Archives, University of Iowa Libraries, Iowa City, Iowa, “March in Support of Migrant 
Workers,” The Des Moines Register, February 1969

Description
Iowa LULAC councils, labor unions and migrant agencies marched in Des Moines to press for passage of migrant 
worker bills pending in the Iowa legislature. 1,500 activists marched in Des Moines in February 1969. This type of 
collective action pressured legislators to pass the migrant housing and migrant child labor bills and was an effective 
strategy for raising awareness in Iowa of the needs of Mexican-American workers within its own borders. 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  How did this protest fight for migrants’ human rights?
 • What did this type of collective action do for the migrants?

 
Citation Information
“March in Support of Migrant Workers,” The Des Moines Register, February 1969. Courtesy of Iowa Women’s 
Archives, University of Iowa Libraries, Iowa City, Iowa

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
https://migration.lib.uiowa.edu/exhibits/show/activism/item/25201
https://migration.lib.uiowa.edu/exhibits/show/activism/item/25201


IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS  •  600 E. LOCUST ST.  •  DES MOINES, IA 50319  •  IOWACULTURE.GOV

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES

33

News Release from Muscatine Community Effort Organization 
about H. J. Heinz Company Boycott, 1969

Courtesy of LULAC Council 10 Records, Iowa Women’s Archives, University of Iowa Libraries, Iowa City, “Muscatine 
Community Effort Organization (CEO) News Article on the Boycott of Heinz,” 1969

Description
Activists from the 150-member Muscatine Community Effort Organization (CEO) worked to expose poor working 
and living conditions for migrant workers and their children in the Muscatine area. For this specific protest, activists 
from CEO joined forces with the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), who led the National Grape 
Growers Protest, to both protest the company responsible for these conditions and bring attention to two pending 
pieces of legislation in Iowa. House File 146 and 317 would have strengthened the 1967 bill that regulated child 
labor and improved living conditions in migrant worker camps, respectively.   
 
Transcript of Muscatine Community Effort Organization News Release 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 •  What is the purpose for the news release?
 • Using evidence from the text, how are Mexican Americans fighting for their constitutional rights?
 •  Discuss the ways that boycotts of products can impact a company. Why would activists choose a boycott over 
another type of protest?  

 
Citation Information
“Muscatine Community Effort Organization (CEO) News Article on the Boycott of Heinz,” 1969. Courtesy of LULAC 
Council 10 Records, Iowa Women’s Archives, University of Iowa Libraries, Iowa City 

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-protest-muscatine-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-protest-muscatine-transcription.pdf
https://migration.lib.uiowa.edu/exhibits/show/activism/item/25202
https://migration.lib.uiowa.edu/exhibits/show/activism/item/25202
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“Iowa Constitution and Race” from Iowa PBS, 1978

Courtesy of Iowa PBS, “The Path to Statehood,” The Iowa Heritage: Program #3, Iowa PBS, 1978

Description
This video from Iowa PBS recreates how the Constitution of Delegates determined if African Americans would be 
welcome to Iowa. 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • Were Iowans willing to grant African Americans their human rights?
 •  If most Iowans - the majority of whom were white - did not support enslavement, what was their fear of African 
Americans coming to the state?

 
Citation Information
“The Path to Statehood,” The Iowa Heritage: Program #3, Iowa PBS, 1978. Courtesy of Iowa PBS

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/iowa-constitution-race
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
http://www.iowapbs.org/iowapathways/artifact/iowa-constitution-and-race
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“Religious Rights” Essay from The Goldfinch, February 1987

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Religious Rights,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 8, No. 3, pp. 16, February 1987

Description
In Hazelton, Iowa, local school officials tried to force Amish children to board a bus to go to a public school in 
November 1965. Amish parents protested, and Amish kids scrambled terrified into nearby cornfields. They did not 
want to attend the public schools. The State of Iowa is responsible for the education of Iowa children. It has a law 
that says school teachers must be certified and students must attend school until they are 16 years old. Officials 
closed the Amish school because the teacher was uncertified.  
 
Transcript of “Religious Rights” Essay from The Goldfinch 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • Why did the Amish come from Switzerland to the United States?
 • What basis did the Amish have to their right to have separate schools?

 

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-religious-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-protest-muscatine-transcription.pdf
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“The Black Armband Case” Essay from The Goldfinch, February 1987

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “The Black Armband Case,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 8, No. 3, pp. 17-18, 
February 1987

Description
In the 1960s, some Des Moines students tested the U.S. Constitution’s definition of freedom of speech. A few 
students wore black armbands to school to support a truce (period of peace) in the Vietnam War (1965-73). Black 
armbands are a symbol of sadness that are sometimes worn to protest some action. 
 
Transcript of “The Black Armband Case” Essay from The Goldfinch 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • Connect this article with the Des Moines Register article. What reasons did the U.S. Supreme Court give for and 
against students’ rights to wear armbands?
 • Read this quote, “Tinker versus Des Moines was and is... the most important student First Amendment decision 

in history.” What evidence from the text supports this quote?
 

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-armband-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-protest-muscatine-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/dm-schools
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Iowa Supreme Court Case Varnum v. Brien, April 3, 2009

VARNUM v. BRIEN 

Supreme Court of Iowa. 
Katherine VARNUM, Patricia Hyde, Dawn Barbouroske, Jennifer 

Barbouroske, Jason Morgan, Charles Swaggerty, David Twombley, 

Lawrence Hoch, William M. Musser, Otter Dreaming, Ingrid Olson, and Reva 

Evans, Appellees, v. Timothy J. BRIEN, In His Official Capacities as the Polk 

County Recorder and Polk County Registrar, Appellant. 

No. 07-1499. 

Decided: April 03, 2009 
Roger J. Kuhle and Michael B. O'Meara, Assistant County Attorneys, for appellant. 
Dennis W. Johnson of Dorsey & Whitney, LLP, Des Moines, and Camilla B. Taylor and 
Kenneth D. Upton, Jr. of Lambda Legal Defense & Education Fund, Inc., Chicago, IL, for 
appellees. John M. Murray of Murray & Murray, PLC, Storm Lake;  Paul Benjamin Linton, 
Special Counsel, Thomas More Society, Northbrook, IL;  Paul R. Devin, Supreme 
Advocate, Knights of Columbus, New Haven, CT;  and Thomas Brejcha, President and 
Chief Counsel, Thomas More Society, Chicago, IL, for amicus curiae Knights of 
Columbus. Norman L. Springer, Jr. of McGinn McGinn Jennings & Springer, Council 
Bluffs, Mathew D. Staver, Stephen M. Crampton, Mary E. McAlister, and David M. Corry, 
Liberty Counsel, Lynchburg, VA, for amicus curiae Liberty Counsel. Michael J. Manno, 
West Des Moines, for amici curiae Jews Offering New Alternatives to Homosexuality, 
Parents and Friends of Ex-Gays & Gays, and Evergreen International. Jason M. Steffens 
of Simmons Perrine, PLC, Cedar Rapids, and Roger T. Severino of The Becket Fund for 
Religious Liberty, Washington, DC, for amicus curiae The Becket Fund for Religious 
Liberty. Andrew J. Boettger of Hastings & Gartin, LLP, Ames, and Steven W. Fitschen, 
Barry C. Hodge, and Nathan A. Driscoll of The National Legal Foundation, Virginia 
Beach, VA, for amicus curiae The National Legal Foundation. David James Hanson of 
Hofmeyer & Hanson, P.C., Fayette, and Joshua K. Baker of Institute for Marriage and 
Public Policy, Manassas, VA, for amici curiae James Q. Wilson, et al., Legal and Family 
Scholars. Timm W. Reid of Galligan, Reid & Galligan, P.C. and Iowa Liberty and Justice 
Center, Des Moines, and Benjamin W. Bull, Brian W. Raum, and James A. Campbell of 
Alliance Defense Fund, Scottsdale, AZ, for amicus curiae Iowa Legislators. Robert R. 
Anderson, Vinton, Stuart J. Roth of American Center for Law & Justice, Washington, DC, 

Courtesy of CaseLaw, “Varnum v. Brien,” Iowa Supreme Court, 3 April 2009

Description
Varnum v. Brien was a 2009 Iowa Supreme Court case in which the Court unanimously agreed that the state’s 
limitation of marriage to opposite-sex couples violated the equal protection clause of the Iowa Constitution. The 
case made same-sex marriage legal in Iowa. 
 
Full Transcript of Varnum v. Brien 
 
Transcribed Excerpt from Varnum v. Brien 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • Why was Varnum v. Brien such an important decision for the state of Iowa?
 • How did Varnum v. Brien guarantee human rights?

 
Citation Information
“Varnum v. Brien,” Iowa Supreme Court, 3 April 2009. Courtesy of CaseLaw

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-varnum-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-varnum-transcription-excerpts.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
https://caselaw.findlaw.com/ia-supreme-court/1374250.html
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“Celebrating Ten Years of Marriage Equality in Iowa—Yes, Iowa,” 
April 3, 2019

Courtesy of Zach Wahls, Wahls, Zach, “Celebrating Ten Years of Marriage Equality in Iowa—Yes, Iowa,” April 3, 2019

Description
April 3, 2019, marked the 10th anniversary of the Varnum v. Brien decision from Iowa’s Supreme Court, which 
legalized same-sex marriage in the state of Iowa. They were only the third state in America to recognize marriage 
equality, and were the first to do so with a unanimous ruling from the Iowa Supreme Court. 
 
Transcript of “Celebrating Ten Years of Marriage Equality in Iowa—Yes, Iowa” 
 
Source-Dependent Questions

 • How did the Varnum decision make a difference in Zach’s family?
 • From Zach’s point of view, how has Iowa been a leader in social progress to guarantee human rights?

 
Citation Information
Wahls, Zach, “Celebrating Ten Years of Marriage Equality in Iowa—Yes, Iowa,” April 3, 2019. Courtesy of Zach Wahls

https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-gov-celebrating-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-desegregation-alexclark-transcription.pdf
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/government-democracy-and-laws/varnum
https://medium.com/@zachwahls/celebrating-ten-years-of-marriage-equality-in-iowa-yes-iowa-1a6c93e526bd

