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“ICrowd of people gather outside the New York Stock Exchange following the Crash of 1929],” 1929. Courtesy of the Library of Congress
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RECOVE®R ¢

“Yez, I really went through the depression. Ry story may not be so
intersatins to anyone else, but L1'11 be glad for you to write it.¢

ne congultant is Kr. Haymond Tarver and he la belng interviewed at
biz home, in a fashlomable section in Washington, D. C. in appearance
he is tals snd rather slender. Jnough only in his early forties his hair
is snowing & deeided grey and his 1ace has lines in it thet are the result
of mueh ¢are and responsibliity. ne iz not A hanoaome wen but has an
expression on nis face snd o pepaonality that Lmmedistely inspires one
with confidence, bis cenyipeness and his afracle disposition have won
lor him many friends.

kia home 1s medern, iith every comfort amd convenience. ‘the furnish-
ings are of the best and wost luxurious with an absence of any display of
wealth.

*l omiess, in & vay,” he resumed, "the depression wos & blessing inm
aisguise for me. [t's an ili wind that clows nobody any goud, you Know.
wi eourse L relt like I was ruineq ot the time, but if the c¢rash had not
came, L might have still been down in that little South Seorgla towm work-

ins for a gunall salary.
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myhers ware thousends who went down during the papic - Logt Lortunes,
hotmes, business, and in ract everything. some heve survived, and many
never will. . gresat many wers tou old to begin builiding up again. In
the kKina of work I'm in L heve peen in position to know some of the
devastating effects of it, and it ecertainly gets on your sympathy.

=1 puesza you would say 1 am recovering fram it. when L &ay that
theugh, l+n pot bomating, but L'm deeply grateful for the good fortunes
that nave cowme my way. when, Too, L Ieel under avarlaat‘ing obligetions
to some of my friends who have helped me o0 et where 1 am.

“j had not accuwmlsted s sreat desl at the tine of the panie, but I
414 have sane gavings and o cood job. ‘Yhat was the trouble, my savings
end my job went At the sawe time. kow that was Teal trouble. Nobody but
oy wife and I koes just vwhat we did go through.

"y was born ond reared down in Laurens County, Georgia. L lived
there until the depressicn came on, except for about A year and a half
when 4 was dralfted durine the war. LT seams now that L have left Georgia
rar pood. Out of o fanily of seven there'a only ome left down there, 8o
4 haven't mueh to 70 baek for.

“i came from fine old ploneer ancestors on both my father's and
mother's side and I owe much to them. On my father's side there's gquite
a bit of interestin: history. 3Since 1 have been here I find so meny of
my agcestors both in the Listrict mpd i Tirginia, I've been making a
study of it. ¥y zreat-great-srandfather wes born in Brunsuick County,

Virzginia, in 1785. He was s c¢aptain in the ar of 1812 and also in an
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Indien war. He led the Virginis forces in 1830 which broke the South
Hampton Imsurrection, and captured the notorious Wegro leader, Nat Turner.
Ile received a rewnrd of 4500 from the Govermer of Virginia for this.

lis sword belonge to o cousin of mine, down in South Ceorgla. Ly great-
croat-granduother, the fomer Mary Manson of Virginins, was the grest-
great-granddavphter of Poeahonteas, the Indisn princess. Ly grandfather
went froz: Virsginis dowmn to Irwinton, Georgle, .ilkinsom County, and

thet's where ny fother wes born. e went from there lown to Lewrens
County, met wy =other, and they married, )

My father was s ~heamacist there for fopty-rive Years. He was,
besides that, a scholer of the highest type. IHe was considered cne of
the best read men in that section. I was cne of seven children. There
were oizht but the first child died in infancy. Ky childhood was not
very differsnt toc tiat of other children. I wesn't any better apd, I
suppose, no wWorse than other boys.

*tur parents wers good old=fashioned orthodox lethodists. Father
was superintendent of Sumndey School opd mother always took the lead in
ehuroh affairs. Lyt they were strict on uwa. Zwery SJunday all seven of
us were carried to chureh and Sunday Sehool. In the afterncons wWe stayed
5t home snd resd or scmedne resd 1O us. Je Were not allowed to get out
and run around and play like they do now. And resding the funnies on
sundey wes wahesyd of. Times have certainly changed even though that has
not been a great while ego. Ky wother changed, though, belore she died,
for she was mich more lenient with the grandchildren than with us. Cerd

nlaying, dencing, and drioking wers things that we never saw in our hama.
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"] sraduated froz high school end then went to the % & I School at
pourlas, Georgin. I didn't stay there long for I got into scze miachief
gnd left and went home, I suess $o0 keep froo being sent. It wasn't so
bad. ~ erowd of us boys raided the oentry one night and got ¢caught up
with. Thet was one time my deddy teok iy part. 52 & mle, 1f we got
in trouple ot sckool, we 2ot in bad at home too. This was an excepticn.
anywey, he 1idn't make me 3o baek. The next year I went to Tech. I
didn't 7o there but one year for I was crazy to get = job end zo to work.

The first joo I ever had was in ny father's drug étam. Then I
wrote insuracee awhile. I hed several joba. I've forgotten just what
all T did do. ,myway, loter on I mot oo as bookkeeper et the First
Vational Sank, That was my first resl good paylng job. I hed only
myself to support them. I lived at home, so I began saving some monay.
I have been tsupht from childhood to put aside something out of every-
thing you maka, 2o I have fried to Live up to it.

"fhera's one thing thet has bean & lot of help and satisfection to
me, and that is my ability to make end to hold frienmds. A real friend
is certainly an ssaet. Of course, there are fair weather friends but
they are not worth considering. I know scwething sbout that kind too.

"I volunteered when the United Stetes zot into war. hen I was
arsminsd the doctors found me to have a slight leskage of the heart, 80
I was not accented for overses service, but was sent down to (uitman,
Georgia, to serve on the local exemption board.

“Phat 1s 2 fine plece to live, snd I wede some steunch friends

shile T was there. I ldentified Zyself with the church, sang in the
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cholr, ond toof part in all socisl =npd civie affairs. . hen the Arsistice
was signed, I wes oflered & ploce in a bank there, ao being without a
job I was slad t0 get it. T weas in thds bank for two years.

"During that tize wany chengzes had taken place in rmy home. Two of
my sisters apd tuo brothers bad narried and left home. My youngest
orother, who wes a liesutensnt in the Army, was located in Texas, so that
left only one sister with my mother and father. Father was not in good
health and mother had hed a fall which injured her spine, so she was con-
fined %o & rolling chair five years before her death. I was really needed
at home and that worried me.

"One day I got a long distance call from Dublin offering me & job
batk in the ipst Hatlonal Dank where I worked before the war. Lyl I
was glad, for while I had a good job there, I was needed at home. ‘That,

I suppose, was the turning point io my life. Hed I not gone back, the
depression wight not heve hit me So hard; on the other hand, I might not
be where I am today. fter 1 hed been back in this bank amhile I was
given o promotion, and that, of course, carried with it & mmise in sslary.
I was still saving scee too. T dido't iovest it, but just hed it on
savings deposit.

ot leng after, wy nother died. Thizs was the first desth in the
fomily. It seamed so sad to think theat of a family as large as ours, my
siaster, father, ond I were the only ones left at home. The other children
bed 21l moved awey to other states.

"I marpisd the next year. ror awhile we tried to live at home with
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wy slster and fethew, 'sell, that didn't work go well. It seldom does,
you know; no house was built big encugh for two bosses.

ma moyed out and began keeping houwse in two rooms apd a bath. We
didn't buy much furniturs, just enouph to et by with. & Teally began
at the bottom. e were content to live that way until I saved encugh
%o buy us a permanent home. e didn' 5 stint ourselves by any means,
put we 4idn't spend money extravagently. Our first end only child, Gloria,
waz borm while we were Living in these two rooms. Ve needed more room,
though, s¢ we noved into & larger houss and rented out balf of it., Ge
howsht ws A second-hand T-sodel Ford coupe. I don't suppose may couple
ever atarted out life many heppier then we, 1 wea meking & fine sslsry,
had s growing savings account, and = host of friends, apd no serious
troubles to worry about. My wife i3 just the E.l:l'l.l!tl"t-l:rst‘-lll thriftiest
person you have ever seen. To her I owe a lot of my successes. She
i ipe with her needle &nd cro¢heting, and you never saw her ldle. She
made mll her spending money that way. Even now since we have been in
.ashington she keepa it up. ‘nd her fruit eske! Feople here rave about
it. She cooks =n enormous amount of it every Christmes and sells it for
a blg profit. She ean't I'ill all the orders she gets. She 1ls very re-
sourceful #nd right now, if I were %o die and not leave her a thing, she
would manege some way. One of my hobbies was gardenins apd it proved to
be o profitable one too. This plece we rented hed a fine garden spot,
the finest in Tublin, so every one said., I worked in it early every
morning and in the afternoon siter banking hours. 1 sold lots of vege-

tables, ond realized m lot on them = ospecislly the early variety ddest
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thet brought 2 Food price.v

"You haven't forcotten the cnbbage patch, have you?"msked Mra,
Tarver, jolning us. "That playved an important part during the depression.”

"Yas5," asid he, "Loulse ¢alled the cabbage patch her own, apd all
the money ghe took in from 1t was heps. You have heard of Nrs. liizgs and
the cabbage patch. ..ell, the neizhbors geve Louise that nome. .

"¢ne mornfing we three were ot the breakfast table when the phone
rang. It was one of the fellows who worked at the bonk.

# tParwer,' hw saild, Thove you hesyd the news®' *

ot that news? Ho, I hoven't heard any news,' sald I. ‘shat's it all
about ¥

"raell, he aald, “hurry oo down and soe."

"I you will exouse the expression, when bhe ssid that, the seat of
my britehes almost dropped out. I felt like it meant trouble of gome
kind. I hed had a terrible feeling of unu-z;zinasa over the bank for some
time. Hdanks had been closing all over the country. lhere had besn &
run on our pank aaue time previous to that, but we tided that ower, and
gince then it hea seeasd stronger than ever.

"L hurried down and, sure eoough, io fromt of the baak, there atood
f erowl ol exployees, -5 olank expressions on thelr faces ag I've ever
aean. Tney wers téd dumbfounded to be exeited even.

“yhe banl wes ciosed and a notlee to that erfeet on toe door. ‘e
stood there just LooXing ot efcn otbner until rineliy one said, "Lall,
DOYE, Auess wé Oad petter so on the inalide and see il we can find out

what it's all apout. 4 ruess ther: goes our joba.”
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oot only my joo wes in the balance out 4y savinzs wepe «one, ab
leaat for the present.

"o one kMmows, unless they heve experienced it, what it means to
work in a place under such conditions. Of eoursa, there were promises
that the bank woudd 5000 open up 4nd resune business and bezin payinz off.
Lnat geve the depositor scaething to hope ror at Lesat. Lhe sad part was,
thiz was theé stronges. bonk im Tols Town. LD DAGT there had aiready been
geveral laiiures, SO thls was sbuost the only CADK Oopen I'OT DUSiuegs,
i1t wes = natlonsl pant too, 50 everybody thought their money was safe.
a8 worked om wwhile. 'To be frank, I didn*t worry so muech about @y Losses.
4 wes 80 concerned 200wt the other relicws. reople weard L0sing thelir
homes an0 Sune Taelr Savihgs of 8 1ilétiue. 406 Sadaest wart ol it was to
S28 Wloows who prueonoly ned besn ler’t & Litcle insursnce and hed put 1t
ali ik The DAOX. souple have A Teeling that eall connected with a banik,
from the directors, president, on down to toe lowest employes, are Te=-
socnsaible for a bank taijlure apd that meakes you feel bad.

“shet do you think caused tne depressiony" he asked. "well, almost
everyone wily tell you sometnliyg Glilereut. USUALLY TU8Y wilil S8k Irol
& pecsunal stapdpoint. SK 8 Darmer down im tRAt section snd they wily
gay, "ishe soiy weewil'. he serehant wali tell you,inrlation in prices
Auring toe war #na tee Siunp folldwinz., the rFliorids boom eventuslry
vrought disaster in that state. 1711 tell you more about that later. 1
hawen't foid you yet how the depression alfrected me personally. a@

worked on ot the pank Trying ww get things in shape, wito no hopes deep
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down in our nearts of ever openiug up sgein. wl course, wWe Cowldn't
tell soople O Tad Outsice tast., .8 Triea Lo AppeAY nopaiul. Une by
one tney DeFAn LAYiel oL employess apd | Smew, SCORer or latear, my
time wouwid come. 1 didatt worry very .aeh rizht then becauss 1 was
young and, witn oy experiepnce and standing in the town, 1 just Knew 1
would not neve any Troubie Setting womx. L 800D Younmd GUT, TOOWELD, L
was aistaken in tnat.

vmBll, My tuTu SMmcd o ué L8146 oll. VA MY 83K one Lorning L rouna
& latter to that eirect. o course it read, '"Sith u.pp::lciatiﬂn for my
walushle sepvice, deep reTret, bpest rlsnes, ete.’ dHut that didn't help
my Peelings auch. &y job was gone and my savings too. IDxcept for the
time L Served during the wer, that was tue [ipst day L waz without & job
ginee 1 was just 2 bby. 1 went On Buisd To oeak The hewsd 0 Louise. She
WRS BOT SUrpTised, Dol W nAd Duin OBED aXpecting it.

“p didn't lose any tuwe worrying but ot my hos and went to the
garden. o, tnet garden was a Litesaver to me in more ways than onpe.
Some way, you can't worry apd watoh things srow all at the sace tima.

=] don't réenexnber just how Long 1 went without vord, but It Sednsd
a long time to me. sunds were sebtting aigoty Low out we saia nothiug
noout 1. oy lgea 0l svepuiue Timont inw Anotesr job wes erronecgus. Ln
normal timea L eould kave, out tnen thers were no jobs to be hed. OF
course, . preferred wors in oy LiBe out 50Ul SAW L woulo oo well to zet
a job at anything.

1 wes blessed witn friends and, even though we were cutting down

ax euses in every way 2nd could not Live mz we slways hed, my friends
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were as staunch a3 ever. ey tried to help me every way possiblie to zet
WOTH .

gl WETE 00OUpYlng lour Pooms Then with & Sath and w {itchen. e
were luocky enousi to rent two of toose rowms out to a ecuple who wanted
0 au light housekeepins. Lne Tent froo those rooms, tosether with the
rent Croo the apartument already rented, took care of the reat, lights,
aml water of the whole house.

oiikepn 1 saw thers were no jobs to be zotten in Dublin, 1 besan lock-
ing in other towns where | thoupoy toners were prospects. LOOD my money
was gotting so low L couldn't alTord to take any more trips in search of
auploynent, 50 1 just nad % we potlent. ‘inat is hard to do nnd L ot
awfully blua too.
"1 2ot & temporary job in the office at the ice plant. That didn't
pay =ueh but it helped & lot., e counted cur ocickels too. sall came op
and business Tell off ot the plent. I wmsn't leid oi'f,but L Tealized
they didn't need we but were just lettins =e stay on out of sympatly and
1 couldn't stamd thet S0 L sdmply quit.

wrhen L was taken oa as nlght clerk st one of the hotels. LD 1
hedn't nad = Uasily that would have worked out Cine until 1 could do
better. 1 7ot sll my 2enls snd o uice room and I was supnosed to sleep
durin: the day. It 4ide'? say auch o wopey a2nd Xept ne away frosm home
pracileally ali the time.

“1t sloosat never raila, thousn, that hard tides and sickness go hand
in gend,  cnere was s terrible flu epidemie and souise hoad s severs case

af that, roliouwed by snewsonia. L put her in the bospital snd for several
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days it looked ns if ihe would be taken frowm me. Ky frisnds truly
pallicd to o@ in those days. rart of the time Gloria stayed with me at
the aotel, aod friesds by the score offered to xeep her for me. Louise
recovered but expenses piled up, for she had to have zood nmursing and
poarisiment even after she was carried hone.

vgust g5 1 was zetting in the dunips about A regular joo, L was
notified t9 report at opnee, fo act o3 agssistant recelver lor & defunct

bame: in Jlorida. They were feelins the depression tr.ar:a even moTe than
we were in Georgla, and benks were c¢losing every day.

nhg oo bask & Litvtle in .y story. 1 hod a zodd friepd, in fact 1
went % school with her, .ho was zecretary to one of our United States
enntors from Smedrzin. Throuch her I was fortunste enouch to zeln his
frieniehip end iuterest. 1 had rmy 2pplication and photogrash on [ile
with the bonkins departieat in Jashington, asd it was thnroush his indlu-
ence that this job opened up.

WERat Wns a heppy doy for us. Our friends dido't Xoow it, but I

dida't even heve enoush .aones to teke the trip but I borroved it. The

gquestion =as, how wns the fondly to live until I =0t oy first check®

widontt you orry,? ssid Louise, "there's always a way. Don't fop-
&t 1 atill peve oy ceobabe cztoh.'  (hat wes Do joke elther.

vt was clroeulous Ehe enobape she 414 gell. hen she couldn't
gell thew ghe would swap them for other tzings she needed. ohe even
paid off her help witl cabbege.

"That wes & happy day for us all chen I drove my old T=sodel out of
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the yard headed for Florida. I left Louise and the baby on the poreh
WAvALE AT L.

" filaw don't look zo sad,' soid she, Ywe'll be dowr there with you
vefore you have time to waiss us.'

*Fran thot day lifes has boen 2 different thine o @e. I have worked
herd nna hed lots of regponaiblilities, out fran a Pinancisl atandpoint
it ;s been on the up--rade. I don't nwoen at all that cur troubles weare
oOvEer . ¢ had to ueteh our expemses so closa.

*T soved my little foodly, ubken I had oseen on my ,]::lh juat two
months. oone sold out everything: we had exeept her machine and the baby
bed. e rented a zuall hiuse resdy furmished. LuskKily we went domm
pafora the tourlst sesson oponed wup, =20 we ot our rent chesp, and the
seople we rented from alidn't raise our rent elther when winter came on.
Ar the way, we rented frou Seorgians.

"ie soon pecane estazblished in the civic and secial life of the
tovm wnd soced ouy church letters, =o it didn'"t toke us long to really
feal ot home.

.0 owed sose oille beek home thet hed accwmulated when I was out
of work, And as goon as poasible 1 besan paying those up. It was a
struczle but we pald thes sll vp before we Stopped. Another miafortune
cesse o us., Our Pord weas stolen from us, and not & ponny of inouranca.
-# did witheut a enr for axhils Ior we didn't really need one then
exeept Cor plensure.

"ot wes Ti-ht after the real estote booa and the shole state was

in a panic. Hanks were still closin~ wuntil it was hard to -et enoush
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receivers for them. Oh, we did work. Sapnks in pelghboring bowns were
sdded to our work until we wers ligquidating six benks at one time, all in
differant nlaces. I hed to have another ear thes but was lucky to pick
gup = mood used esr alm@zl &t of oul price. People had lost thelir cars
ng wall as their hooes, so it was no trouble to buy a Zo0d used One.

"Somotines I would ride to =ll six of these banks in one day and
when nizht eame I would be completely given out. I couldn't stop even
then, for there was scorcely & night that we dido'*t wrl.-;.

"One aorning, ofter reading ois asil, the receiver says, 'Tarver,
pow would you like to go to Tirginia®™ I didn't answer for s minute.

" v gll," he says, '"I'm zoing to liguidate & big =illicpaire bank
that hos elosed itz doors, and you con come along, too, if you like.?

F ot ure IVAL 5o, =nd be glad to.'  jell, we zade another move, t0 a
vetter job snd, of course, & biper salary. UYe left Florida tlough, I'm
gled to say, in better shape fipaneially than we did Georgla. e were
out of debt and beginnins to save scme =oney agsin. Lr. Deapard, the
receiver, and his wife went on ahead on the trein cnd I followsd with
Lovise, 3loria, =nd his two children in the ear. e had disearded the
baby bed By this tige 2o only hed the mAachine to ship. Loulse fust
couldn't pert with that. e lived in Virginia four years, and those
ware Dour of the .oat satisfoetory wyenrs of uy Life. e lhed learned
about herd tines to temch wa the welue of money, and even though money
wna not S0 scarés we still lived conservatively. Virginias people are

rine to Llive =mong. They were having Inilures there just es they were in
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Feorgis and Florida, but they dido't talk haprd times s much.

*"Ong nicht after we hed petired, the phone rang, and 1t wes Lr.
Degperd. te hed hed a ¢ell from the banking department wanting to know
1f they could borrow me for two weeks. e were Surely exeited over
thet cell and didn't sleep ancther wink that nizht.

nTiis was st the tise the TPresident deelrred the moreatoriom. ALl
penke were closed, you rawember, for a short pericd of time, and only
those sapks (ound to be lu ~ood condition were sallowed to re-open. vell,
n nusber of bvangs recasined closed, 30 many they dida"t hawe suillieient
men in ashin-ton o Look sfter them. [hat was why They were ealling
for extra nelp.

*I went the next woming thioking it was only temporary, but bad pot
been there tuo hours before I was asked how long before I could :mewve my
family. well, it looked like I was s fixture. I told him I ¢ould not
wove until June zinge oy little sirl wiz in school. 1 bepan work and,
when school elosed, my fenily oved and we have besh hele &ver Since.
iy salary was wore than I ever hoped for and, since it was —ore or less
due to politie:zl imfluence, I felt & little insecure in oy job for a
while. I hawve besn hers six years now. Jor Awhile we lived in a fur-
nished apartcent, but last septesber we bought this home and furnished
it. Mnis property is a zood fovestoent. It iz in e section that is
developinz and will incresse iz velue all the time. I decided that 1
wouldn't sui all oy sevinss in the bank this time. I's carrying zood
insurance, so in ¢80 Aanyiaing happens to me my faamily will be well pro-

tected. Ly home is wot entirely neid for but I have wade & substential

Tarver, Raymond and Tarpley, W.W., “[Recovery],” 5 January 1940. Courtesy of Library of Congress




Finance Officer W.W. Tarpley Interviews Raymond
Tarver about Bank Closings, January 5, 1940
(Pg.15)

Aecovery 15

payment down on it snd am peying the balanee wonthly.

m;y joo is purely politieal, and cme never knows what might hepoen.
I enjoy =y work but it carries with it many responsibilities and I work
hard. I hove s trecendous nwnber of banks under my supervisicm. I mm-
ploy eisht stemograshers and tuio seerelaries. One offiee is in the
.ashington milding, just seross from the Jhite Howse. If you have tims
yhile you are Lere, cowe dowm end 1711 ahow you shrouch the building,
pml =lso ke Treasury Tuilding.

n"g{ eourse She depression cnde & decided aifference in our sode of
living. .e cut expenses down to & minisum spd, ir 1% hed not been for
Loulse's rescurcefulnass, i dom't know how we would have westhered 1t.

"It did mot ;ake eny osteriel differense in cur friends or standing
in tke community. I had the eonfidence of every one and wag able to
retnin it. I have sowe Tine friends here in .ashingten. It is dus to
g me political friends thet I'a here. I appreciste them, too. There
aTe o0 ANy Georpians here that we kave never felt lonaly.

nrglities ie sozethins thmt I feel wery stoongly ouk talk little.

1 thinx our vresent adiinistretion the Clnest =and mest far reaching we
have aver hod. . trecendous lot hns been dope to help the ccuntry re-
gover Sron the desressien, zpd nere in sashington we feel wer: woenly
any hoarsh eriticisa of o3¢ in powar.

"1t 4s a ~yent thin-s %o be here in the serry-go-round wut scustioes
I et tired of it all ond clish I could et out in ny gerden back dovn in

Georsin, ond Louise says she ©ill never cease to miss her cavbage po el

Tarver, Raymond and Tarpley, W.W., “[Recovery],” 5 January 1940. Courtesy of Library of Congress




Proposed Migrant Camps in California for
Relocated Dust Bowl Families, 1935
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“[Map of California by the Rural Rehabilitation Division showing areas where different crops are grown,
proposed location of initial camps for migrants, and routes of migration],” 1935. Courtesy of Library of
Congress




Dust Storm in New Mexico, April 1935

“[Map of California by the Rural Rehabilitation Division showing areas where different crops are grown, proposed location of initial camps for
migrants, and routes of migration],” 1935. Courtesy of Library of Congress




Young Man Removing Soil that Blocks the Highways near Guymon,
Oklahoma, March 1936

Rothstein, Arthur, “Removing drifts of soil which block the highways near Guymon, Oklahoma,” March 1936. Courtesy of Library of Congress




Dust Bowl Farmer in Cimarron County, Oklahoma,
April 1936
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Rothstein, Arthur, “Dust bowl farmer raising fence to keep it from being buried under drifting sand.
Cimarron County, Oklahoma,” April 1936. Courtesy of Library of Congress




Farmer Pumping Water to his Dry Fields in
Cimarron County, Oklahoma, April 1936

Rothstein, Arthur, “A possible solution to the dust problem is irrigation. This farmer is pumping water from
a well to his parched fields. Cimarron County, Oklahoma,” April 1936. Courtesy of Library of Congress




Dust Storm in Elkhart, Kansas, May 1937

“[Dust storm, Elkhart, Kan.],” May 1937. Courtesy of Library of Congress




“FDR Hears Todd Records” Newspaper Article,
hetween 1940 and 1941

FDR:Hears T'

i ;:'Dnmer guesta at "‘the White
]House in Washington last weck
heard recordings of California’s
| newest folklore when Lafe Todd,

son of Mrs, I. P. Browne of Santa
Paulu, pluyed the results of his
summmer study here for President
and Mrs. Rovsevelt and 10 other
puests,

The evening at - the executive
mansion, mentioned soon after in
Mrs. Dnosevelt's “My Day" col-
umn, came after the former Santa
Paulan told results of his rescarch
lin a H{r York Times article of

“Sept, 2

The akticle relnttd the atory of
"¢ 'z frstival near Porterville
eks ago whi

“FDR Hears Todd Records,”

on Iuva of absence frnm11
on the University of the City nf
New York faculty doing research
work for the Library of Congress,
More than- 3,000 migratory work-
ers took part in the festival, re-
cording their folk songs and dance
music for the library. ;

“These recordings are going to
be historically interesting,” Mvys.
Roosevelt said in her column, “but
the inapiring thing to me is that
people can live through' such hard-
ships and atill have musie in their

souls and have the ability to ex-|

press themselvea hopefully.

“Mr, Todd told:me ithat when
they have a dance, oriare happy
over the prospect, of work or somie

ile he wu.amnll avent in ﬂthuir dnilr ]wu.

d Rec

——

,
these ‘people plrantly seem able
to ‘enjoy themselves with complete;
forgetfulness of the past and fu-,
tore, They have learned what so!
many of ud do not learn—thaf-the

present 18 the only thing we real
possess,”

A clipping sent to 'Mrs; Hmwn'%.
now recuperating from an. illness
in the Glendale sanitarium, from,
the Dunkirk Observer in the educa-!
tor's former New Yorkrhome also
carrled the story of .his White
House visit. '

‘“His interest in the "Dldeu,
grant workera of thl west,
aroused during . recent.

| A
western- states; when':he v '

mother, at Santa. Paala,. Gal,,” the"

New York Observer, between 1940 and 1941. Courtesy of Library of Congress




Ethnographer Charles Todd with Mexican Men and Boys at an FSA
Camp in El Rio, California, 1941

Hemmig, Robert, “Charles Todd at the recording machine surrounded by a group of Mexican boys and men,” 1941. Courtesy of Library of
Congress




Letter from Martha Fast to First Lady Lou Henry
Hoover, January 2, 1931 (Pg.1)
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Fast, Martha, 2 January 1931. Courtesy of Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum



Letter from Martha Fast to First Lady Lou Henry
Hoover, January 2, 1931 (Pg.2)
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Fast, Martha, 2 January 1931. Courtesy of Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum



Response from First Lady Lou Henry Hoover’s
Secretary to Martha Fast, January 7, 1931

Jamary 7, 1831,

Hy dear lliss Past:

Yrs. Heover receives so many requeste

more or less like yours evory day that she
finds it impossible to be of any help st all.

I am sorry I do not know of any clothing

Just new which she does not npecd.

However, lrs, Woover gften asks a friend

or a representative of some organization such
the Red Crose 4o call on %those needing aid to

ad

see

if they can help., ¥ould yoa 1ike her %o do this

for you?

3
L peral
iours gincerely,

Secretary to lrs. Hoover.

H¥ise Martha Fast,
Route 2, Box 916,
Reedley,
Caelifornia,

“Response from Herbert Hoover’s Secretary to Martha Fast,” 7 January 1931
Presidential Library and Museum

. Courtesy of Herbert Hoover



Dispossessed Arkansas Farmer in Bakersfield,
California, 1935

Lange, Dorothea, “Dispossessed Arkansas farmers. Bakersfield, California,” 1935. Courtesy of Library of

Congress



Workmen at the Norris Dam in Tennessee,
between 1935 and 1940
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“Norris Dam, Tenn. 1935-40, Workmen in the dam powerhouse installing a generator,” between 1935 and

1940. Courtesy of the Library of Congress




Squatters along the Highway near Bakersfield,
California, November 1935

Lange, Dorothea, “Squatters along highway near Bakersfield, California. Penniless refugees from dust
bowl. Twenty-two in family, thirty-nine evictions, now encamped near Bakersfield without shelter, without
water and looking for work in the cotton,” November 1935. Courtesy of Library of Congress




President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt in Denver, Colorado, c.a. 1936

Rhoads, Harry M., “Franklin Delano and Eleanor Roosevelt,” c.a. 1936. Courtesy of Library of Congress




“Migrant Mother” Florence Thompson with Her
Children in Nipomo, California,
February/March 1936
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Lange, Dorothea, “Migrant agricultural worker’s family. Seven hungry children. Mother aged thirty-two.
Father is native Californian. Nipomo, California,” February/March 1936. Courtesy of Library of Congress




Oklahoma Farm Family on Highway between Blythe
and Indio, California, August 1936

Lange, Dorothea, “Example of self-resettlement in California. Oklahoma farm family on highway between
Blythe and Indio,” August 1936. Courtesy of Library of Congress




Rehabilitation Client Repays his Loan in Smithfield,
North Carolina, Octoher 1936

Rothstein, Arthur, “Rehabilitation client repays loan. Smithfield, North Carolina,” October 1936. Courtesy
of Library of Congress




Automobile Camp North of Calipatria, California, March 1937

Lange, Dorothea, “Auto camp north of Calipatria, California. Approximately eighty families from the Dust Bowl are camped here. They pay fifty
cents a week. The only available work now is agricultural labor,” March 1937. Courtesy of Library of Congress




Swimming Pool Created by Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) Dam
in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania, July 1941
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Rosskam, Edwin, “Swimming pool created by CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) dam, Huntingdon, Pennsylvania,” July 1941. Courtesy of
Library of Congress




