DAVENPORT AND COUNCIL BLypy,
RAILROAD.

w commiilee #j : Ily the l‘i-
Convention, recently held 5,

iy, 1o address the citizens of Jowy |, n
Iation to the above Railroad, have di.ch"_

ed their duty in a very stisfactory g,

ner. Afler alluding to the Unanimity pe,

'ﬂ. the 8t. Louis and MG‘.
vention, opd subsequently the liligeiy |,
gislature in favor of a grent Copipy g,

tional Railroad, the addresy contigye, ,,
fullows : =

| Public apinion, a8 far as it bos beey, o
| pressed voites in recommending |,
General Goverament the extublishmeny
n grest central pational reilroad from g,
Pacific Ocean to the western bordery ofy,
States, sgrees that the same should |y |,
cated as best colculalgd 1o accommodaye
gencral interest of the nation, with brag,
es on the west over to San l"ﬂm-i.m,h
California; snd the other to the mou ¢
| the Columbia river, or Pugeut’s Sound, j,
| Orogon, and op the enst, one branch soyy,
| ward 10 Memphis, one central, 10 8t, [,
'|and ono portbward to Ekke Michigyy, y
| Chieago. In viewing the sulject g 14
‘| time, we will call the stiention of the pee
‘| ple of lowa in an especial manner 1o ghe
porthern branch, so far as it may
"| through the State of lows, and heliﬂﬁ
that the most direct route, and the one thy
|is best calculated to accommodate the grey,.
est public interest, will be ultimarely
ed, we briefly invite their atfention 1o
| route from the Coupcil Blufls, on the Mis
| souri river, by Ft. Des Moines, snd Jowy
'| City, to D.-:?-n on the Mississippi river,
| ot Rock lsland.

The first General Assembly of loug, u
their exira session a resolution ds.
ted the 24th day of Jupnary, 1848, instruct.
ing our Senators, OJ: uesting our Rep
resentatives to procure from the govery.
ment of the Uuited States a grant of lang
to aid in the eonstruction of a railroad (g
Daveaport, b way of Jowa City, Raccuy
Forks to some point near the Council Blufl
on the Missvuri river, and a bLill was
ported in the House of Represeutativesd
the United States, making the grant pra.
ed for, but fuiled on its passage. The pres
ent General Assembl y ut their regulor ses.
sion took up fhe subject and passpd a ren

| lution, dated the 29h December, 1815
giving similar instroctions to our Senaton
and Representatives,  Thus it will be per
ceived, that hoth General Assemblics, elect.
ed under the Constitution of the State, by
their official acts approved this route. The
Council Bluffs, on the Missouri, nud R
| Island, at Davenport, on the Mississipy,
| are generally admitted to be the most sui
able and convenient points for crossing
these rivers with u railrond, being
the most direct route for the porthen
branchof the great central | e
road in itz progress to the enst, which Ira
‘| necessity must pass south of the southen
:|end of Lake Michigan, the Mavmee avi
y | Sandusky Baye, and down the gouthen
| shere of Lake Erie, to connect with th
|| Bulfilo railroad, extending by Albapyw
.| Boston,
; reference to the most approved map,

it will be found that the Couneil Blufls, s
Daveoport, at Rack Island, are about th
same parallel of Iatitudes, and that Fet
Des ﬁm and lowa City sre itualed
within a few miles of a diret ling betwees
these two points, and that in “xtending the
roule casiward, the south bend of Jak
Michigan, the Maumee and Sandusky Bap
will be within a few minutes of the sam
parnliel of latitude,

The road [rom Davenport ta Cound
Dlufis is three hundred and twenty-fin
miles, thence, (according to Mr. Longhbe
ough's estimaie) to the SBouth Pass, eight
hundred miles, making the distance frm
the Mississippi to the South Pass eleves
hundred and twenty-five aiiles. From &
Lnuis to the mouth of the Kensas river 275
miler, thenee to the South Pars 1175 miles
~fifiy miles groater than the distance fra
Davenport to the South Pass; thus it wil
be perceived, that Rock Island, by the war
of Council Bluffs, is the nearest point o
which the Mississippi river can be reached,
and on the most direct route to Chicagy
» | and the south bend of [Lake Michigin—
The road, in it progress eastward, from
the Council Bluffs, wi'l intersect the Do
Moines improvement at Foirt Des Moioes;
will cross the lowa river, and intersect the
Dubuque and Keokuk railrond at Jow
City,and on its approach to Davenport,
lwill connect with the railroad now being
.| made from Rock Island to Peru, in lllinos,
.|at the junction of the Chicago canal with
.| the Minois river. In ity progress eastwan
-{to Chicago, it will intersect the Chica®
and Galena railrond, and the railrond
contemplation from Chiengo to Cairo, ood
|in its passeage around the south btnd‘_i‘
Lake Michigan, it will intersect the Detrot
railrond at New Buffalo, nnd st :
innin trunk of the Wabash aad mﬁh
.| cannl,a branch of which extends to Cincie-
»| nati; as it passes tho Sandusky Bay it "
| intersect the Sandusky and Cincinnati rail

road at Cleveland and the Ohio conslyt
) | braneh of which extends up the Mahoning
t|to Pittsburg, and the Cleveland, Columbus

and Cincinnati railroad; thence down (N
-| southern shoro of Lake Erie, intersec!ing

the New York and Erio railrond st Duw
.| kirk, and nt Buffalo the Albany and Bo*
| ton railrond, and from which point comm¥

nication can be made with the Willagd

onl, in Canada, and, with the impm.ﬂl‘ﬁ"'
)| on the St. Lawrence river.
1| With these views of the subject, we
) |clearly of the opinion that the line from
r | Council Bluffs to Davenport presents gres®
,
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er advantages than any other roote, »od
confidently believe Ihnyit will eventush
lv be adopted s n portion of the gre!
|| Atlantic and Pacific railrosd, and with
these impressions, wo recommepd 10




izens of lows t

nu-illt LY : " nifaﬂ::
iont 10 | al® to accom
wk. We have thus particola® io

oting facts connected with the rail

:on of our eastern fticnds.
la reading the procoedings of a public
ting of the friends of a railroad to Cali.
srofa, bold at the United States’ lotel, in
ton, April 10, 1840, wo perceive, that
¢ nporthern friends wero unacquainted
b the localities on the Upper Mississi
, slthough they manifested much zeal in
vor of sccomplishing a communication
woen tho Atlantic and Pacific Oceans
l ny t.lnlu. statiptics and forcible argu.
..uol;u ll':'w of indngeody 'l;‘un!!mﬂiuu;
all of these proceedings they sppeared
consider St. Lﬂb a8 the oply terminus
ibe Mississippi. Without noy desire to
terfere with the cl of St. Louis to the
-ation of the central branch of the great
cific railroad, we have contidered it due
the citizens of lows, and our eastern
ends in gencral, to present the foregoing
1s to their calm and dispassionate con-
leratlion, mgkﬂily cunuurrinp with
y St. Lovis ption, in decluring the
bje of too much importance in =
rional Yint of view, to be influenced by
tividual, local, sectional or party views,
' copsider it one in which every citizen
(be United-Stater, should fecl a deep in-
t, and” €all upon our fellow citizens,
, and all, to unite their energics in con-
ntrating and strengthening public opin-
, in favor of the speedy sccomplishment
the work, and enforcing upon the con.
jeration of Congress the weight of that

inion.
ROBERT LUCAS, Ch'm,
December 1, 1840,
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j, with the view of attracting the atien- |

a roilrond, and presentiag to the public |’
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