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Classroom in the School, Siloam, Georgia, October 1941

Delano, Jack, Siloam, Greene County, Georgia. Classroom in the school, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, October 1941. Courtesy of  
Library of Congress
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“Separate Coaches,” Segregation of the Railroad, 
May 26, 1896

“Separate Coaches,” Hopkinsville Kentuckian, Page 5, Image 5, 26 May 1896. Courtesy of Library of 
Congress
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The One-Teacher Negro School in Veazy, Georgia, October 1941

Delano, Jack, The One-Teacher Negro School in Veazy, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, October 1941. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Attorneys for Brown v. Board of Education, 
May 17, 1954

“George E. C. Hayes, Thurgood Marshall, and James M. Nabrit congratulating each other on the Brown 
decision,” Associated Press, 17 May 1954. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Distribution of Negro Population by County, 1956

Fitzsimmons, Samuel, “Distribution of Negro population by county 1950,” Washington, 1956. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3701e.ct002387/


Distribution of the Colored Population of the United States,1898

United States Census Office, 11th Census (1890), and Henry Gannett, Statistical Atlas of the United States, based upon the results of the 
eleventh census, Washington, 1898. Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3701gm.gct00010/?sp=26


Iowa Supreme Court Rules on Equal Access: 
Portrait of Alexander Clark, 1867

Robin, Augustus, Portrait of Alexander Clark: Engraving, New York: Date unknown. 



Iowa Supreme Court Rules on Equal Access: 
Excerpt from Access to Schools and Common Carriers

The Iowa Supreme Court Rules on Equal Access to Schools and Common Carriers
Outside In: African-American History in Iowa by Bill Silag, Susan Koch Bridgford and Hal Chase, 

Published by the State Historical Society of Iowa, 2001. Pg. 72-73

Alexander Clark was a man of many parts -- a political leader, an orator, a barber, an investor in Muscatine real 
estate, a conductor on the Underground Railroad, and a recruiter for the Union Army. Clark was also a father of 
three children and cared passionately about their education. In 1867 he wrote a letter to the Muscatine Journal: 
“[M]y personal object is that my children attend where they can receive the largest and best advantages of 
learning.”

Clark noted the contrasts between Muscatine’s segregated schools.  The white schools were conveniently  
located in the city, while the black school was “nearly a mile from many of the small colored children,  
keeping more than a third of them from school.” The white schools had “globes and charts and competent 
teachers,” whose salaries ranged from $700 to $900 a year.  The black school had none of these advantages, 
and its teacher was paid a yearly salary from $150 to $200.  The white schools “have prepared and qualified 
pupils by the hundred for the high school;  the colored school has never prepared or qualified one that could 
pass an examination for any class in the high school.”

On September 10th, 1867, Alexander Clark’s 12-year-old daughter, Susan, presented herself at Muscatine’s 
white “Grammar School No. 2” And was refused entry. That same day, the principal of the school wrote to  
Alexander Clark: “I am authorized by the school board of this city to refuse your children admittance into  
Grammar School No. 2.”

Clark, as “next friend” of his daughter, filed a lawsuit in the Muscatine County District Court, asking for a writ of 
mandamus to compel the school board to admit Susan into Grammar School No. 2.  The district court ordered 
the writ, and the board of directors appealed, claiming that it had the right to maintain a separate school for 
black children. In Clark v. The Board of Directors, etc., the Iowa Supreme Court affirmed The District Court’s 
decision, holding that children of color could not be refused admission to Iowa’s district schools.

In its opinion, the court reviewed the history of Iowa’s discriminatory school statutes, but noted that the  
Constitution of 1857 had created a statewide board of education, which was required to “provide for the  
education of all the youths of the State, through a system of common schools.”  The court reasoned that this 
constitutional provision and subsequent legislation removed from the board of directors all discretion to decide 
“what youths shall be admitted.”

The court rejected the board’s argument that because it maintained several schools within the district, it could 
decide which of the several schools a student could attend and, pursuant to this discussion, could require 
Susan Clark to attend the black school. If the board would require African American children to attend separate 
schools, it equally could require German, Irish, French, English, and children of other nationalities to attend 
separate schools. The court concluded: “[T]he  board cannot, in their discretion…deny a youth admission to any 
particular school because of his or her nationality, religion, color, clothing or the like.”

In 1870, the Iowa legislature struck out the words “white male” from the statute concerning the qualifications 
to practice law. Now Alexander Clark could realize and even higher ambition for his children, and his son,  
Alexander Clark Jr., became the first African-American student to enroll in the State University’s Law  
Department in Iowa City, receiving his law degree in 1879. Clark Sr. himself attended the law school in 1883 
and graduated the following year.

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa



“Segregation’s Citadel Unbreached in 4 Years,” 
May 11, 1958

Baker, Robert E. L., “Segregation’s Citadel Unbreached in 4 Years,” Washington Observer, 11 May 
1958. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Anti-Integration Story in Little Rock, Arkansas, September 1958

O’Halloran, Thomas J., Little Rock, Arkansas, September 1958. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Bates, Daisy, NAACP Records, 17 December 1957.  Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Bates, Daisy, NAACP Records, 17 December 1957.  Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Rally at State Capitol in Little Rock, Arkansas, August 20, 1959

Bledsoe, John T., Little Rock, Arkansas, 20 August 1959. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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“Free School” in Farmville, Virginia, September 16, 1963

O’Halloran, Thomas J., “African American school children entering the Mary E. Branch School at S. Main Street and Griffin Boulevard, 
Farmville, Prince Edward County, Virginia,” 16 September 1963. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Douglas, William O., draft per curiam opinion, U.S. Supreme Court of the United States, January 6, 1964.
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Douglas, William O., draft per curiam opinion, U.S. Supreme Court of the United States, January 6, 1964.



September 13, 1965
African-American Children Encounter Protesters,  

DeMarsico, Dick, New York World-Telegram and the Sun Newspaper, 13 September 1965. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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“Dark laughter. Now I aint so sure I wanna get 
educated,” September 21, 1963

Harrington, Oliver W., “Dark laughter. Now I aint so sure I wanna get educated,” 21 September 1963. 
Courtesy of Library of Congress

https://www.loc.gov/item/2016684946/


Governor George Wallace Attempting to Block 
Integration at the University of Alabama,  

June 11, 1963

Leffler, Warren K., U.S. News & World Report : Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 11 June 1963. Courtesy of Library 
of Congress

https://www.loc.gov/item/2003688161/


Integration in D.C. Schools, December 15, 1964

Leffler, Warren, U.S. News & World Report Magazine, 15 December 1964. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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