Portrait of Army Private Jonas M. Poweshiek,
1917

Pvt.Jonas M.Poweshiek,
Aux.Rem.Depot 328, Camp Bowie, Texas.
Enl.June 8/17 at Tulsa,Okla.
Hon.Dis.May 1st.-1919.

(Tama Indian)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 1917



Graduates and Teachers from the Tuskegee Institute in Army
Training Camp, August 10, 1917
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Hare 1s . remarkable gathering of | that these men are by no mesns ex- opportunity that ever Tas come to col- | uis, Cleveland Buchanan, Vanderbilt |ris, Charles C. Dawsen, Thomas J.| E. Lee, 0. Bery F, Smith, Charles J.
men in training at Fort Des Moines | ceptional, for the camp is, in large |ored men in Americs, Brown, Francls Hannen, H, Gow, |Narcisse, Horatio Holder, Edward L. | Blackwood, H. H. Hanls, Earl B. Dick-
for commissbons in the United Statea | part, made up of college gradustes,] Left to right, front row—Mathew L. | Grover Hardin, Charles G, Kelley. Sayder, William H. Clark, Robert H. | inacn, C, C. Clayton, Edwin H. Lee,
army. All are gradustes of, or teach- | men who in <ivil life are engaged in | Dawson, Lee J. Hicks, 8, J. Willoagh- Middle row—William A. Harris, E. | McCluky, H. H, Boger, Elmer F.| Hareld E. Smith, Joseph E. Wiley, W.
ers in Tuskegee institute, Tuskegee, |all sorts of basiness and professioen] by, C. J. A, Paddyfote, J. C. Banks, L. Faukner, Ernest B, Fracier, Ed- Bawyer, Charleas H, Fearing. 1. Hutcherson, Frank L. Drys, John
.1.'_'.. the famous school founded and ;uti.'l"tti»(\l. They are the picked men | Ralph E. Mizell, RB. C. Atkins, HBenja- " " i W, O 1. Hunt, Pelix
built by the late Dr. Bocker T. Wash- | of the race ard are taking davantage |min E. Ammons, George J. Austin, [#ard A. Simmons, C. R. Richardson, | Back row—R. L. Campbell, Tacitus | W » Angustus 1.,
ington, It is the more rerarkable | of what many regard as the greatest | Alexander R. Stewart, W. T McEen- | William Kidd Clark, Charles Y. Har- | E. Caillard, W. Elwoed Duvis, George | J. Washington, Walter 5. Rasa.

“Graduates and Teachers in Booker Washington’s School Now in Army Training Camp, The Great Spirit of Booker Washington Still Lives,” The
lowa Bystander, 10 August 1917. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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“The History and Views of Colored Officers
Training Camp at Fort Des Moines for 1917”
Advertisement, September 21, 1917
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A TRUE coPY oF m.n:mlo.m;m saying, Lord, behold, hers
thy which 1 have kept laid |
|un in & nm.. For 1 feared thee,
because ot an sustero man
Thoe kst that thes st nd
Teape

Sept. 18.
Hon, Herbert 1. w«;m Attorney at

ipsn the
men 14 the camp 1o remain there for
the extended term. This is not only in
o with puirltie duky, bok b of wt-
m.: griines & e

!lw " And my reward will bo
lnr'nnlm Bt Luke, 10ch chapeer, 22-
234 o him, Out
of thine swn m..m. -nﬂ " jaie theo,
wicked e Thou keewest |
Ias an sustre ma aking up
t 1 lasd ot down, and reaping that

c!l w 'EB. Dubois James Weldwnl‘;‘"

|1 wat saw.
§ MOINES CITIZENS SHOW AP. |  Wherefors then gavest not thow my
RECIATION FOR MEN AT | maney into the bank. that st my com-
FORT DES MOINES. RN et
Lm[m\lonlﬂly the mcst ALn'kmzl
m.. was secn on last Fridey |
lvrnm‘ in the spacious Auditorium on |
Fourth street, when the citizms of |
Des Moines assembled in the form of | L2

“Cauliz’

" Editar John L. Thompaia: on
behalf of the Negro citizens, Editor
Harvey Tgham and i Viewr €
Fitch, secretary of the manufactarers'
bareau cf the Chamber of Commerce,

resses of welcome.
tenor solo by L. H. Godman of Com-

Sergt. McKaine, o
e, Moo M on nm{;‘t b=

T
"‘,’,{“m" e o e it

- | ven pound
And 50 beloved it i ot in my own
rits 1-come to you, but through
 to sccupy till he comes.
- it 1 ask every
one for amd meve will o0 send B0 B
. order for large size card, vhich
contains an i vision in which
the Lond ania me to resa n. The
words and fune naeed of sing
me by the Lond on February 5
from 8t, Luke, 21st chapte
hato eot of myself.
Beloved, if we will help we cam only
50 cents won't every colored man,
man and child who earns a salary do-

tald of ki work, while Dr. Goo. W.
Cabaniss, also of Washingtor, who is
ere i K intarsst of the solored 30
dira, tald of his actlvities.

Anong oiher dmingihed
sivgs on the platiorm were A
Jua. R. Hanna, wife of former mayor
of dity and chaimnan o
heapitality commitiae of the war rec-
Teation board, which was co-aperating
with Mrs. Brown's committee for this

: Mri. Frank C. Travers,
el o Chy Federaton of Wors
e aad mamber of eommiie; 3. =

saye cClain, president be in 8 a ch I’ onie it
City Federation of Colared Wemen | o, shsskink of & church i Rome &
$1ed mermbar of comnittee, and Misn | in gy infuncy It wa the most bosut

not remem.

r the singing
Siar Spaneled Barees, Mios Harpe ]
Bell, one of the leading catervasen of
th ecity, who had charge of the repast,
with her splendid sssistants, served |y,
the vast sadience, On the following | noip
day this mm.l (Dmlmlwl.- was nt |gg .,,,mm
enly able to se m te the | deng homes who are
Rospital corpa wt Fort Des Meines, of Melp themeetves. Pl
more than 500, but t in & more intel

1 helps to take the bar-

urable to

of 3300 to the American Bi
ety, who is fostering

- | dor regisiered, for the Ungi

Churity bask. which through Jesas

Christ vhen nscessury

erson W. C. T. U. to assist in fitting |raised. The

ot aheut 100 henseives, whieh are
presented to officers after the

eraing of comi

will stand, bat the bank
A MESSAGE. “The Lord Our Righteot

G il st b done am enrc as | what we et o stop: lsen 1o 2
in heaven One day ia a flat where wa lived

&nd ‘when he gives n wol voice of an infant erying day|
do, ke wants us. to do a3 he told his | after duy, night after night
servants in §t. Lake, 10th chapter, | with the mind trouble.
18th verse.

And he ealled his ten servante and
dolivered them ten pounds, and said | it cry
enio them, Occugy i 1 eome.

Tam trying e do, s
g comes. n wi
I tpain uppesr to you 7 "o words far
wark Ged gave me, or else [ shall
beun the wicked servant, St. Luke, | Charit
chapter, 20.21 verse. Aed an- |

WHEN IN
Rock Lsland, IIL.

GO TO fos
THE COLORED CAFE:.

2217 3nd Ave.
For, Good Meals and| /o750 Py
First Class Service | i matir dcar with he by St
W. Jones, Prop. m.- atrong Mw()\ but mamma

hat thoa didst nog | away to God,

wa- |ing miccly. Mr .

but | b

- | Evds store, where he hay

| hasnt any more money bocaus
had to pay rent

bomme and came bac

| to buy two cans of Eagle brand milk,
but friend that night that infant flew

kitchen window and looked down at
| tho mather cooking corn cakes,

Ber thiee boys anc on the ost of the
kitchen deor to tell the oiner's inside
whether m would rotur

order

g

wver,

expect 1o nee our rac ¢ intelligent.
¥ friends with those miseriea s
unite wnd belp the fallen. Care for

read of them
they weer m Jml [nz stenling ine.
e first man, woman o child of
, nr_ £ whs belong ko any ciub
or sreaniztion whese order reaches
me first they will be notified In order
to et that person’s phots, and their
vlw!o will be enlarged and when the
s orected it suact hang i the
maain mm of the bailding.
M E

et Adiress
Jdoiner MeClain, 526 5. Dubugue
. lows City, lawa

EDITOR'S OBSERVATIONS,
Leaving Drs Moines at 11 o'clock,
aft-r visiting Rev. J. D. Jessell, wha

county,

them | peple AL co time whn e mining
[

wh of Muckakinock was here
m..uy had the Largest colored popula-
on of g comnty, buk ot fully ben
ather counties sarpass it. The colored
churches hars are nore doing
They have three and nons kave 2
dent minister. In fact thero ought net
be church and it would be

aames of the churches are the A.
M. E. aad Baptist. No rostaurant
or bua They need one
Me. Fearik Alln 1 ail n the con
tracting b

s il

the express business
phenaer citizes ud 1
Me & 0.

aeising Hm, e B Fraaklin Is
here. I has just gone back to the
. W. C. Cole-
@ in the Halloff dry

tinuessly for the past twenty-six

1 have stood at my |8

the young men are doing micely. Mr.
km! same im-

Tan 03 i Home Lo th
for the high school b\nlxlm:r He bay
bought near town on the same street,

ooss and s employea in ] et
next stopped at Ottamwa,
about zom papulstion, with
pulation. Thero

st both duing well.

= g s Rev. w.w
e . Mo Byt bk
succeeded Dr.

He

perintendent of missions.
Far chartof the Ao M E: chareh Ho
Bas just one up to St. Paol o attesd
canferen
o of Des Moin

Vorking uf the same place

Ottumwa scems like

ents of people with all of the travelers.
Fone and the absence of the Hamiltun

pone out of the Pestaurant business
et ke iy A Mr. Bradeba
has just opened anathe

s weck on Main street. . 1 Dant
s still working at the Wapelln club.
I E. Williams is still working in the

the Ottumms Coorier.
gl ot 2

ay not be ere Ho
e ot of S e Bonkar uum b

and Views H e Clared
Traiaing: Camy
works at the Imme\- hotel.
Hemmmingion i oo ot the ity cook:
g, Mr. and Mra, Casen ur iving
same place. They own

Smith ure stil living n their salansle|
Ho i atl ight veatchian for
o faclory. They are fine people.
[ o sl ol ool o
e sios worla at the pecking
and s still janitor a

superunuated minister of the A-
connection, Wi, Thompsan is

re. Ho s an ol ol Zack
lor is back in a1 business
o, T b wealien izenof

worbed con- | co!

3 ta me.
Wolfkill, an old and respected -mnn

he feels cold 1o

Carr, who is isiald e -
Cato,

Hicks ot i | e

L. Williams is a hard working lady,
doing nicely,
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red at the door,
dnnces were sLarie special iviations

v oficers and candidate officers, and
ot bo the medical corps.
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for 1917”

i

John L. Thompson

NEW BOOK JUST OUT
The long looked for book on

- "The History and Views of
Colored Officers Training
Camp at Fort Des Moines

This very interesting and readable book
contains the pictures of some of the most
remarkable group of y
ever assembled to gather in America.

The only Colored Officers training Camp
in the world. It contains the autobiograph-
ies of nearly 1000 cadets candidates and
a8t soldiers candidates. It has about 125 pages

4% Price by mail post prepaidin U. 5. $2.00

Write For Acency To

The Majestis Magnolia.
There ix no snggwilon of ity
ynoss shout the magssila. 11
s sopears 1o e o ol afferiag

s apodos; betng il
o required, Like

young Colored men

X
chizen bt
iy

devenden, it eurpes
ncen the waorld wnafruld. I
.....J..:. I atanc, an Inspir
I
atspiny of B i badimors:

Instruments on an Alrpiane.
“The tustruments on an alplaoe
nily tociude an mitimeter, fur T

S|

Colored messenger boys
wanted by the above
from 16 to 18

Des Moines, lowa

years of age. Must be of
good appearence and will-
ing to work. Boys can
make from $50.00 to $75.
per month, and will be
Iven every consideration

FOR SALE

Hair-dressing and Chirepody
business. Established 15 years
WEALTHY PATRONS
Poor health is reason for selling
Mrs. M. STEWART
623 W. B. Way

Council Bluffs,

“KI]IIAKS”

gou look at tha

lowa

parbaps the best v

GET A KODAK NOW

1

T
1

El
A
1

o
Y
F
o
R
B
v
E
R

y thier employer.

“The History and Views of Colored Officers Training Camp at Fort Des Moines for 1917,”
Bystander, 21 September 1917. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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African-American Captains at Ft. Des Moines, October 15, 1917

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Showers, Hebard, 1917 October 15



World War | YMCA Educational Secretaries, 1918

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 1918




Portrait of Army Private Robert Young Bear, 1918

Pvt.Robert Young Bear,
50th.Co. ,Transportation Corps,
Ind.Toledo,Ia.,June 1/18.
Yon.Dis.July 19/19.

(Tama Indian)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 1918



Private George Stewart Letter from World War |,
August 3, 1918 (Pg.1)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 3 August 1918



Private George Stewart Letter from World War |,
August 3, 1918 (Pg.2)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 3 August 1918



Private George Stewart Letter from World War |,
August 3, 1918 (Pg.3)

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 3 August 1918




Letter from Private Estle Senter to his Mother
During World War |, December 19, 1918 (Pg.1)

# Ll
Mo, 7Amstl 72 ”
i o 7‘)(%}/ /Jce /7 ?

Doan 7o)

g 4 o Moo A M g

’%ﬂww Zaw/ﬂ R By I |
AR
e L,
g kA

/ W i ,ZZA R wrwned
% ’%Mw{ M ,ﬁ/w'%/ /&_er;
Htney Rl (7@77%@%// A

i /;z‘..zy trapl —aud a0 P Aot
S Ta R PRy SRR e . /a%

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 19 December 1918



Letter from Private Estle Senter to his Mother
During World War |, December 19, 1918 (Pg.2)
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Letter from Private Estle Senter to his Mother
During World War |, December 19, 1918 (Pg.3)
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“Lieut. Hal Short Visits lowa City” Newspaper
Article, December 27, 1917
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Double Feature’
WILLIAM S. HART

LAST TIME
TONIGHT

TAX P.IIIJ" MUST
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THEATRE TICKETS

Orders tesusd by (e faleroal

revesus depariment and sffective st
oace it hat mo persen shall bo ad-
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Is admitted bears evidence that the
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American Red Cross Rest Room for African-American Soldiers and
Sailors, hetween 1917 and 1919

“American Red Cross Rest Room for [African American] soldiers and sailors,” between 1917 and 1919. Courtesy of National Archives
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“True Sons of Freedom” Poster, 1918

“E’iherl‘_q And Freeedom
$hall Not Perish”™
_/’2 &-\Cﬁ'g‘h‘

Gustrine, Charles, “True Sons of Freedom,” 1918. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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803rd Pioneer Infantry Band on the U.S.S. Philippines, 1919
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“803rd Pioneer Infantry Band, No. 16,” 1919. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Women’s Army Corps Company Outside Des
Moines Theater, September 29, 1943
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Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 29 September 1943



Letter from W.E.B. Du Bois to U.S. Secretary of
War Newton Baker Praising Ft. Des Moines,
October, 17, 1917

Ogtober 17, 1917.

Mr, Hewton D. Baker,
Secretary of ¥War,
War Tepartment,
Washington, T's C.
iy dear Sir:

I want to thank you
mogt heartily, both for myself and
for the Agsocistion, for your
treatment of the cadets at Tes
Moines, and the general way in which
you have carried through your plans
concerning colored soldiers.

Your Jjustice will grest-
ly hesrten the colored people.

Very sincerely yours,

WEBD/GRB,

Du Bois, W.E.B. “Letter from W.E.B. Du Bois to Secretary of War,” 17 October 1917. Courtesy of UMass
Ambherst Libraries, permission of use granted by the David Graham Du Bois Trust



Letter from W.E.B. Du Bois to President Woodrow
Wilson, November 1918 (Pg.1)

) o

X |1V

Mr, Preéident,
I have the honor to recall Your
Excellency's benevolent attention to a question of
grevity and importance to the national life of the
American people and whose ﬁature is intimately re-
lated to tﬁe import of the international conferences.
It would be unworthy of the noblest
treditions of our country and the grand ideals which
Your Excellency has so often expressed, for men to
consider for an instant, that this question could g
enbarrass the activity of the American Delegates,
American civilization must not be
considered volontarily negligent nor even as deeply
conscious of ignoring the solution of this guestion
which is unigue asmong the civilized nations., The
situation at present is rife with every possibility,
except violenoce ., The strength of a cause is ih its
own righteousness ; the latter must ultimetely prevail,
The world is wondering to-day how
America is going to avoid at least an indietment of
inconsistency and perhaps a suspicion of insincerity,
No epoch in the History of our nation has been so

propitious as the present to clear the atmosphere of

Du Bois, W.E.B. “Letter from W. E. B. Du Bois to President Woodrow Wilson,” November 1918. Courtesy of
UMass Amherst Libraries, permission of use granted by the David Graham Du Bois Trust



Letter from W.E.B. Du Bois to President Woodrow
Wilson, November 1918 (Pg.2)

doubt as to the national intention in this matter,

[T The international peece Congress that is to

\ decide whether or not peoples shell have the right

| to dispose of themselves will find in its midst
delegates from & nationa which champions the prin-
eiple of the " consent of the governed" and
"Government by representation " ., That nation is our
own and includes in itself more than twelve million
souls whose consent to be governed is never asked,
They have no:;:;bers in the legislatures where they
are in the majority and not a single representative
in the national Congress,

- For us to sustain the ancient thesejof ineli-~
gibility and incapacity to govern himself or to en-
joy the full rights of citizenship would be 2 libel
on our civilization ; if sixty years of its influence
hes producéd so poor a result, Americanism would be
a lamentable failure ., Happily such is not the case,

He was illiterate ; but not less than five
(probably six) of the Allied Nations whose rights
to independent Government aee recognized by the
United States have a higher percentage of illite-
raecy than he .

In numbers he represents nearly twice the po-

pulation of Roumania or Holland, two and half times

that of Chile or Sweden, nearly three times that of

Du Bois, W.E.B. “Letter from W. E. B. Du Bois to President Woodrow Wilson,” November 1918. Courtesy of
UMass Amherst Libraries, permission of use granted by the David Graham Du Bois Trust



Letter from W.E.B. Du Bois to President Woodrow
Wilson, November 1918 (Pg.3)

Switzerland, three times that of Portugal and five
times those of Norway or Denmark,

From agricultural pursuits alone he has enri-
ched the nation to the extent of more than twelve
billions of dollars in twenty yeers, without con-
sidering the corn ocrop (the most important of the
country) which included, would mean that the black
population of the United States has in the period

above mentioned, given by its labor to the nation
twice the amount of all the losns made to the

Allied Powers, From an economic point of view he

b1

cannot be considered as unimportant.
His tradition in the wars of our country has !
been that of a worthy patriot and & good soldier ; :3
the very birth of the nation was consecrated by the
blood of Crispus Attucks; he left his fifty thousand
dead on the battle fields of the Secession ; he saved
a difficult situation at San Juan Hill ; he distin-
guished himself in this last and greatest struggle
in the histgry of mankind, proving himself to be the
equal of the bfst soldiers on the field ; he parti-
cipated brilllsutly in the final combat; thus from
the Boston mas@pore to the last battle of Sedan he
has maintained traditions worthy of the American:peo-
ple,

Has this race not earned as much consideration

Du Bois, W.E.B. “Letter from W. E. B. Du Bois to President Woodrow Wilson,” November 1918. Courtesy of
UMass Amherst Libraries, permission of use granted by the David Graham Du Bois Trust



Letter from W.E.B. Du Bois to President Woodrow
Wilson, November 1918 (Pg.4)

as most of the smaller nations whoée liberties and rights
are to be safeguarded by internationel convention ?

In principle this is as much an international question
as thet of the Poles or the Yougo-Slaves who were comprised
until recently within the Central Empires . In fact, the
question s people’ applies with exceptional distinctness in
this case .This appeal cen have no report with class dis-
tinction or class legislation. (The ideals of the peace .Con-
gress have to do with the rights of distinctive peoples ;
e more distinctive people than the American Negro would be
aifficult to imagine when taken in his present surroundings
and as compared with the other races interested ahich have q
not the distinguishing mark of color,

More than to the Black race within her borders,

Americe owes to the world the solution of her race problem,
J ol
o

from this very year. The question can be resolved and should
be resolved, by the seme impartial and righteous judgment
that §8 to De applied to other peoples . The consequence
of suth an e¢ffort would not be revolution but untramelled
evolution,

3¢ ag¥¥d dy what suthority I meke this appeal, my answer
wotld be .~ '
5y the %aoit coneent of twelve million people not one of

whom wovld repudiate the principles set forth and by the
right that Almighty God has given %o each one of his creatures
to left up his voice against suffering and injustice,

Du Bois, W.E.B. “I._ette.r from W. E. B. Du Bois to President Woodrow Wilson,” November 1918. Courtesy of
UMass Amherst Libraries, permission of use granted by the David Graham Du Bois Trust



Charles Young Auxiliary at Red Cross Bazaar in
Des Moines, lowa, December 20, 1918
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“Chas. Young Auxiliary, American Red Cross, Des Moines, lowa,” The lowa Bystander, 20 December
1918._Courtesy of Library of Congress
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