
Excerpts from "Two Treatises of Government," 1689

4. To understand political power . . . we must consider what estate all men are naturally in, and that is, a state of
perfect freedom to order their actions, and dispose of their possessions and persons as they think fit, within the
bounds of the law of Nature, without asking leave or depending upon the will of any other man. A state also of
equality, wherein all the power and jurisdiction is reciprocal, no one having more than another . . .

21. The natural liberty of man is to be free from any superior power on earth, and not to be under the will or
legislative authority of man, but to have only the law of Nature for his rule . . .

22. This freedom from absolute, arbitrary power is so necessary to, and closely joined with, a man’s preservation,
that he cannot part with it but by what forfeits his preservation and life together. For a man, not having the power
of his own life, cannot by compact or his own consent enslave himself to any one, nor put himself under the
absolute, arbitrary power of another to take away his life when he pleases . . .

87. Man being born, as has been proved, with a title to perfect freedom and an uncontrolled enjoyment of all the
rights and privileges of the law of Nature, equally with any other man, or number of men in the world, hath by
nature a power not only to preserve his property— that is, his life, liberty, and estate, against the injuries and
attempts of other men . . .

135. . . . A man, as has been proved, cannot subject himself to the arbitrary power of another; and having, in the
state of Nature, no arbitrary power over the life, liberty, or possession of another, but only so much as the law of
Nature gave him for the preservation of himself and the rest of mankind . . . Thus the law of Nature stands as an
eternal rule to all men, legislators as well as others. The rules that they make for, other men’s actions must, as well
as their own and other men’s actions, be conformable to the law of Nature— i.e., to the will of God, of which that is
a declaration, and the fundamental law of Nature being the preservation of mankind, no human sanction can be
good or valid against it.
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