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The North the Aggressor---'l‘as
' South on the Defensive.

The enemies of Southern iustitutions
" ave accustomed 10 devide Southern states-
mon on.the alleged mound that they
cherisli » mo:bid feeli ng on the subject of
alavm'y From tho 1mpnnt Abolitionist
to the wily Freesviier. tho cLereatfped a.0-
cusation agaiest the Svuth s, thab its
loaders thrust tho siavery issue where
there .is no ncoessity for its presence.
¢ The encroachments of the South” is the
toxt from whick reverond agitators wock-
ly prﬂaah Mr. Seward delivers lay dis-
courses upon the same theme. The New
York Tribune affects anxiety for dgl;var—
ance from the monotonous dispute.- Mr.
Bell's party seek to conceal their Know-
Nothingism under the same pretence.
And Mr. Dougles, since he left the Demo-
eratic party tc consort with disappointed
office-seekera and . anti-slavery fanatics,
starts in every speoch from the same poirt.

The great recommendation of Squatter |

Sovereignty, if he” is to be believed, is,
ﬂ; will dispose of “the negro ques-
tion ; ;7 in whieh view we should be dis-
posed to concur if the triumph of aboli-
. tionism could be run-nrded as a result lilze-
. 1y to be acquiesced in by the great body
- of the American people.
.. These attacksupon the South pass mus-
ter onlym quarters in which gross igno-
rance prevails with regard to our national
~ politics; ordn which prejudice or personal
animosity refuses to accept the truth.
«The . Congressional history of the last
twenty-five years leaves no room for con-
troversy upon this head. It not only vin-
‘dicates the South from the aspersions
beaped upon it, but fixes upon the North
the sticma of having wantonly originated,
and unceasingly maintained, the excite-
ment.in relation to slavery. The system-
atic petitioning in support of abolition
which John Quincy Adams fostered—what
was that but a gratuitous provocation—
Aan insult which had not even appearances
to justify it? The territorial contests
‘growing out of the Mexican war—what
were they but so many struggles: by
fli'orjshern politicians to deprive the South
of lawful advaatages? Was not the Wil-
. ot Proviso an aggressive act on the part
of the North, dealgned to curtail the con-
- gtitntional rights of the South? What has
been steady resistance to the operation of
‘the fugitive slave law but an attompt to
xob Southern citizens and to keep alive
munpleasant fecling in the border States?
The repeal of the Missouri Compromise
was not an exception to the rule, since its
object was buft to restore to the South its
rightful - claim to common territory .
though even this measure of justice has
_.been thwarted by the organized move-
~ “ments of the Abolitionists in Kansas.
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We purpose not t0 sketch with minute
Pl‘ﬂﬂlﬂlﬂ]l the eventful strugzgles between

the North and South during the period to
avhich we allude. - The most casual refer-
ence suffices to indicate the unreasonable-
ness of those who hold up the South to
odium as & constant aggressor, and to
convict the North, which now pretends to
desire & speedy ﬂatt-lemﬁnt of the slavery
question, of having done all that could be
done to invest it with its present alarm-
ing importance. Throughout the South
has sought simply the perfect enjoyment
of the rights guaranteed by the Constitu-

tion, and which enter into the basis of the
Union, Southern statesmen have con-

tended simply that their people shall pur-
She their,coarse unmolested, that their in—

-

e tionsshall bo allowed fﬁ- work unmo-

lested, that in the fature of this country
~ they shall have their lawful heritage with-
out let-or hindrance. To stigmatize this
as aggression, agitation, or greed, is to
display an ignorance of the English lan-
guago, or a determination to- pervert eve-
‘rything for partisan ends. The North
cannot put forth the same honest boast.
With full control over its own institu-
tions, it has persistently attempted to con-
trol the institutions of others. It has
battled for the privilege of imposing its
ideas upon a EBLtIDH that will have none

of them. It has maneuvred and strug-
gled and scolded to reduce the South to
subjection, and to carve and pave and in-
terpolate the Constitution to render the
process more easy and complete.

The difference between the parties thus
engaged in political strife is distinctly
marked. To the North the question is
‘one of sentiment, and nothing more, and
that sentiment hollow, unreal, morally
and logically worthless. The plea of phi-
lanthropy, which is sometimes urged in
its support, degenerates into hypocrisy in
view of the moral and social condition-of
Northern cities, and the status of labor in
their midst. Eccaomieally considered
the matter i8 ¢ven worse. The North
would soon be crippled without the South
ag a customer. Northern trade and com-
merce have nothing to hope for from the
change for which antislavery politicians
cnntend whilst they bave much to fear
from any clange calenlated to disturb the
~-harmonious reixtions which the Union,
honestly worked, could not fail to engen-
“der. The aggressiveness of the North,

“therefore, may be characterized as peculi-
-~ arly offensive, because wholly unealled for
“by anything to be found in or out of its
own region. Jar otherwise is the case
with the South. Its material and moral
interets are both involved. The founda-

tions of its society, its enormous accumu-

lated wealth, its diversified industry, its |

very existence as a country, are all im-
perilled by an egitalion which, originating
in npunun has never risen above the low
level of a reckless fanaticism. The won-
der is, not that the South now displays
sensitiveness under attack—unot that it
bids aggressors mind their own business,
or propare for the penalties of intermed-
dling—not that it insists that the annoy-
ances, the insnlts; the lossesit has gnffered
shall come to an end; for, in truth, the

Southern people would be more or less
than human if these manifestations were

withheld. The wonder is, that after all
this provocation, and in thﬂ presence of
menacing hosts, they are still content to
demand only the plain and just protection
which the Constitution provides for their
benefit. They ask for their States equal-
ity under the Union, and no more. They
seek for their property profection under
the Constitution, and ‘nothing else. And
the world will hold them justified in in-
sisting upon these terms, with sacession
as the alternative.

Nor will the adoption of a bullying
tone, whether by a Douglus or an Ab-
drew, a Lincoln or 2 Enow-Nothing, re-
move the necessity that exists for meeting
this issue frankly in the pending contest
for the Presidency. The Black Repubh-
can army of Wide Awakes will not be
equal to the task of dragooning the South
into submission to the invasion of 1ts
rights. Though Mr. Donglas be Mr. Lin-
coln’s right-hand man, the threat to coerce
the South into compliance with whatever
Black Republican law-givers dictate, will
but nerve the Southern people to sterncr
resolves and more energetic action. Ab-
stract reasoning about “ the right of se-
cession’” amounts to nothing. The only
thing requisite for us at present to know
is, that the South will not submit to a di-
minution of its rights, in the Territories
or in the States, and that the people of the
South are able to take carc of themselves
when the General Government shall be

converted into a symbol of hostility.
<

A Nonoe StateE Rienrs Man—Lient.
Governor Montague, of Virginia, was
elected with Governor Letcher in May
last, but received a larger vote by thou-
aands than Letcher. - In the canvass, Mr.
Montague made speeches in every county
in the Stato, taking the strongest State
Rizhts grounds. The Licutenant Gover-
nor is now, of course, for Breckinridge
and Lane, and has recently made a speech
at Warrenton. A correspondent of the
Alexandria Sentinel says:

“ He deelared himsell o States Rights
Democrat, in favor of secession whenever
our rights under the Constitution wore
flagrantly violated aiid there remained no
other redress.
claimed to be an original and cardinal doc-
trine of the Virginia school, taught by
Jefferson, Madison, Taylor, Giles and oth-

ters. A doctrine again and again affimed

by Virginia, and especially in 1832, when
sccession, not nullification, was declared
the rightful remedy. M. Montague allu-
ded to the last Gubernatorial election in
Virginia, as a vindication of States Rights
and instanced as proof his majority over
Gov. Letcher. ¢ The weight of the Rufi-
ner pamphlet would have been miore than
he could bear, had he not cast his burden
on States Rights. The speaker scorned
the idea of its being treason to take up
arms in support of sovercign rights, and
his countenance was fiery incignation
whenhe alluded to Judge Dounglas’ avowed
purpose to aid a Bluck Republican Presi-

 dent in putting a haiter arcund our necks

should we dare resistance.”
-

Cor. RupLEr.—Col. Rudler, of Alabama,
who was shot by the” Honduranos, with
Gen, Walleer, was an officer in one of the
Southern volunteer regiments in the Meox-
ican war. lle emigrated to Calitbrimiu in
1840. A letter says:

He was an active member of the Whig
party during the Presidential eloction in
1852, and in 1854 he reccived the nomin-
ation of that party for the office of Sheriff
of San Joaquin county, but was defeated
by the Democratie party, which elected
their whole ticket. In 1855 he disposed

‘Phe Tight of secesstonlic |

of his property and left California to join

General Walker in Nicarague, and has up
to this time been with him in all his expe-
ditions. It was Col. Rudler’s greatest
fault in'having been, by some unaccount-
able means, infatuated with ‘Walker and
his destiny, although those who are well
acquainted with Col. Rudler will readily
admit that he was in every respect the
superior of General Walker, in point of
sound judgment and discretion, and had
he been the leader of the party in Niea-
ragua & far different result would have
been renh,z:ed Col. Rudler was a true
and brave soldier, gentlemanly in all his

» | intercourse with his fellow men mild and

quict in his demeanor, and honorable in
all his dealings; he certainly deserved a
better fute, and his death will casta gleom
over a large circle of friends, both in the
Southern States and California. Col. Rud-
ler was a young man, not far from thirty
years of ago.
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JuGeED—A foliow naniced Underwood,
for sometime working about Limestone,
and lately in the Cross Anclior neighbor-
hood, was brought to juaillastweek, under
commitment. His oilence is like that of
David Duvine in the play—he is “suspée-
ted of being suspicious."—Spnrtanburg
SI?{U’?.'{H!..
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