
 

               

 

  
 

 
  

   
     

 
    
    

   

  
 

     
 
 

 
    

 
   
   

 
 

Transcribed Excerpt from the Iowa English Language 
Reaffirmation Act, 2002 

1.18 Iowa English language reaffirmation. 
1. The general assembly of the state of Iowa finds and declares the following: 

a. The state of Iowa is comprised of individuals from different ethnic, cultural, and linguistic 
backgrounds. The state of Iowa encourages the assimilation of Iowans into Iowa’s rich culture. 
b. Throughout the history of Iowa and of the United States, the common thread binding 
individuals of differing backgrounds together has been the English language. 
c. Among the powers reserved to each state is the power to establish the English language as 
the official language of the state, and otherwise to promote the English language within the 
state, subject to the prohibitions enumerated in the Constitution of the United States and in 
laws of the state. 

2. In order to encourage every citizen of this state to become more proficient in the English language, 
thereby facilitating participation in the economic, political, and cultural activities of this state and of 
the United States, the English language is hereby declared to be the official language of the state of 
Iowa. 

3. Except as otherwise provided for in subsections 5 and 6, the English language shall be the 
language of government in Iowa. All official documents, regulations, orders, transactions, proceedings, 
programs, meetings, publications, or actions taken or issued, which are conducted or regulated by, or 
on behalf of, or representing the state and all of its political subdivisions shall be in the English 
language. 
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