
 

               

 

   
 

  
  

  
      

   
 

  
  
  

  

 

 
  

      
 

  
 

 
      

      
  

   
 

   
   

    
  

 
  

 
  

 
    

  
   

 

Transcribed Excerpts from Militia Act, July 17, 1862 

CHAP. CCI.– An Act to amend the Act calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, 
suppress Insurrections, and repel Invasion, approved February twenty-eight, seventeen hundred and 
ninety-five, and the Acts amendatory thereof, and for other Purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That whenever the President of the United States shall call forth the militia of the States, 
to be employed in the service of the United States, he may specify in his call the period for which 
such service will be required, not exceeding nine months; and the militia so called shall be mustered 
in and continue to serve for and during the term so specified, unless sooner discharged by command 
of the President. If by reason of defects in existing laws, or in the execution of them, in the several 
States, or any of them, it shall be found necessary to provide for enrolling the militia and otherwise 
putting this act into execution, the President is authorized in such cases to make all necessary rules 
and regulations; and the enrolment of the militia shall in all cases include all able-bodied male 
citizens between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, and shall be apportioned among the States 
according to representative population … 

SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to receive into 
the service of the United States, for the purpose of constructing entrenchments, or performing camp 
service, or any other labor, or any military or naval service for which they may be found competent, 
persons of African descent, and such persons shall be enrolled and organized under such regulations, 
not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws, as the President may prescribe. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That when any man or boy of African descent, who by the laws of 
any State shall owe service or labor to any person who, during the present rebellion, has levied war or 
has borne arms against the United States, or adhered to their enemies by giving them aid and comfort, 
shall render any such service as is provided for in this act, he, his mother and his wife and children, 
shall forever thereafter be free, any law, usage, or custom whatsoever to the contrary notwithstanding: 
Provided, That the mother, wife and children of such man or boy of African descent shall not be made 
free by the operation of this act except where such mother, wife or children owe service or labor to 
some person who, during the present rebellion, has borne arms against the United States or adhered to 
their enemies by giving them aid and comfort … 

SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That all persons who have been or shall be hereafter enrolled in 
the service of the United States under this act shall receive the pay and rations now allowed by law to 
soldiers, according to their respective grades: Provided, That persons of African Pay, &c., of descent, 
who under this law shall be employed, shall receive ten dollars per month and one ration, three dollars 
of which monthly pay may be in clothing. 
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