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Letter from the President.

The following letter appears in the
Fraukfort Ky. Commonwealth of April2ith,
and is part of what appears to be an au-
thorized account of the interview between
the President, Gov. Bramlette, and those
who accompanied bim from Kentucky, of
whom the Editor was one. After the ob-

ly adjusted, the President made
some remarks in explsnation of his con-
duct and Qn?, which be t misun-
derstood entucky. Mr. om. the
editor, su wentl uested the
President would write out these remarks.
He consented, and they in the let~
ter below. Our readers will agree with us
that it is admirable :

ExxcUTIVE MaxsioN, WASRINGTON,
April 4, 1864.—A. G. Hodges, Esq.,

, Ky.: MY DEAR SirR—You ask me to

it in wri e xmmuot'wlvo-

said, the otker day in your presence,

to G{:vernor Bramlette and g?mtor Dixzon.
It was about aa follows :

1 am naturally anti-slavery. If slavery
is not wrong, h:s is wrong. I cannot
remember when 1 did not sothink and feel.
And yet, I bave never understood that the
rdn;il‘d:ney eonm on me ::;’nmmw

t toact officially upon t
1 T Aok, that

1 would tl.’:. the best of my ability, preserve,
rotect and defend the Constitution of the
nited States. I could not take the office

without taking the oath. Nor wus it my

view that I might take an oath to get pow-
er, and break the oath in usiug the power.

I understood, too, that in ordinary civil ad-

ministration this oath even forbade me to

ctically indulge in primary, abetract

‘| judgment on the moral question of slavery.
bad publicly this many times,

and in many wa; And I aver that, to

‘| this day, I have no official act in mere
deference to my absiract judgment and

feeling on slavery.

1 understand, however, that my oath
to preserve the Constitution to the an of
my ability, imposed upon me t:lo duty of|

every indispensible means,
Govannnb—lhu nation, of wml
that Copsitution was the ora::le law.—

‘Was it possible to lose the nation, and yet
|| preserve the Constitution ?

By generzl law, life and limb must be

rotected ; yet often a limb must laenmn:

to save a life, but a life is never w

ly given to save alimb. I felt that meas- |

ures otherwise unconstitutional, might be-

come !awful by becoming ind 10

the preservation of the Constit through |

the preservation of the nation. t or

wrong, I assumed this ground, and now I

avow it, Icould pot feel, that to the best

of my ability I bad even tried to preserve

the Constitution, if, to save -hvmor :l

wmipor watter, I should permit w |

of Government country and Constitution,
altogethber. {

When, early in the war, Gen. Fremont

ar pled military ipation, I for! |

it, because 1 did not then think it an indis-

8'.'.'.""" necessity. When, a littie later,

Cameron, then Sec of War,
suggested the arming of the , 1 ob-'
: becanse I did pot yet thiok it an in- |
dispensable necessity. ben, =till later,

Gen, Hunter attempted military emancipa- |

um,l-?in forbade it; because I did not

think that the indispensable necessity

come.
When, in March, and May, and Jul
1862, 1 made earpest and l{weuﬂve n|’>:
peals to the border States to favor com-
s;unud emancipation, 1 believed the in-
pensable necessity for military emanci-
pation and arming the blacks would cowe,
unless averted by that measure. They
declined the propositien; and I was, in my
best judgment, driven to the alternative of
either surrendering the Union, and with
it the Constitution, or of laying strong
bu:.ndl upon the colored elcntiat. 1 chose

measure he 8. If be can face
his cause #o stated, it is only b%- be
can not face truth.
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therein new causes to attest revere the
justice and of God.
Yoars, 'y A. LxxcoLx.
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