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1 John Broﬁn. the Insurgent. i

. We desire to contribute vur share of testi-

| mony us to the truecharacter of Joho Brown,

now under sentence of death at Cliarlestown, |
for the numerous crimes charged against bim.

The following stutement i8 furnished us by

(John D. Pennyvbacker, esq., the geuntleman
who has been elected to represent this Dis-
trict 1 the Senate of Vieginia,  We publish
this statement, in order o show that this
“martyr,” us his abolition friends eall him,

has heret fure been u finished highwayman |
and robher.

It may be proper to state that Mr. Penny-
backer’s knowledge of Brown aud his move-
ments in Kansas extended up to December,
1857, at which time Mr, P. left the Territo-
ry, and heard no more of “Ossawattomie,”
until he developed himself again in the Har-
per's Ferry foray — Rockinghain Keygister.

Mg. Pexsviacheit’s StateMesr.—l1 knew |
Johu Brown, or ~Old Ossawattemwie Brown,”
as we called him in Kansas.  That my ac-
quaintance with him may not be disputed,
1 will state the following, to the truth ol
which ascore of reliable witnesses will testiiy:
About two weeks or thereabouts belore the
Lattle of Black Jack, (scuth-side of Kansas
River,) while examining surveys uear Prairie
City, four miles S. W, of Black Juck, 1 saw
scine eighteen or twenty men armed with

Sharpe’s rifles, issuc from a honse near by,

Quae of their numher approached my party

| (three in uumber) and bailing us, demanded

our business. | reElied that [ was eugaged

“in government work as Kxaminer, and inten- |
ded to execute my duties, and should stop for
noone, 1 thereupon rode ou, leaving lum
make such report as he thought fie. |

ccamped that evening three or four miles

| from Praivie City,  After eating supper,

Cprosshovery mang in whom [ had all conbi-

“denee, informed me that he had been ordered
to leave the country; that his propesty had

been taken, and that Brown had declured

his intention ol "lm}u'ny" me owd” that
nizht.  Having only some five or six  men
and no arms exeept pistols 1 coneluded 1t
the better part” to leave iwmediutely, send- |
ing two men with my wagons toward  Le- |
compton, myself and the remainder gomng to-

"wards Westport, Mo,  We bad not gone far

~antil we found we were pursued by 4 nuwm-

ber of men.  Twelve miles from our starting

point, at Bull Creek, they gave up the chase,
Cas we learned afterwards from Browo’s men.
 Llearned at Westport that Capt. Pate was
somewhere in the neighborhood of Praivie
Uity with a pusee, and sent to arrest Brown
for the five murders he had committed on
' Puttawottomie Ureek. |
~ Some days after, with a prisoner for the
|l 1. 8. authorities at Lecompton, and some
twelve or fuurteen men, | arrived at Black
Jack, where I found Pate encamped. 1 re-|
mained all night with him, and the next
' morning Brown attacked us, (although Lieut.
Brockett asked in aloud tone for a confer-
ence to expltlin our vhject,) with, I am con-
fident, not less than 100 men. Qur foree
numbered 27 men, all told.  After three or
four hours fighting, Brown having most -
fumnously violated a flag of truce, we were
his prisoners.  Owr liees were only saeed
from the fact that Brown's two sons at the
time were prisoners at Lecompton, |
While in his hands I heard DBrown's sou
bioast ol the horses lhtﬂf had stolen Teom Mis-
souri and elsewhere. 1 alsosaw a party start
out for the purpose of robling un Indian tra-
ding post, (Joseph Bernard’s) and saw them |
return loaded with the goods, (some S8000
worth,) old Brown exclaiming as they came |
in, * Well doue my boys!"  Brown told me
himself that his hand was against every man
‘f'rrrf--"f!uhr Or p.r*u-m'ur'»:*:y. who was not wii-
ling to join his baod, and that he wonld kili
Cone as soon as the other,  Ilis son Froedei-
Iiﬂk wits kitled ar Ossawottomie h}' Martin
| White, o frec-Slate wan who had refused o
join Brown’s eompany, and was thereupon
Crobbed and ordered to leave the Territory.
. Jobn Brown was afterwarnds whipped at |
Ossawattomie, and 1 believe he then lett the
Territory. Of his sabsequent operations
there 1 know nothing., That he, without
l provocation, inhumanly murdered men in
' their beda, 1 koow. That he committed
robbery and theft of goods and horses, 1
heard from his own men, and saw with my
own eves: but that he ever gave as an ex- |
cuse that he waus attempting to run off slaves
while duing this *Kansas work,” I never
- heard trom him op any vne vise. There wus |
Cnwt o slave within forty miles of Pottawatto- |
| mie Creck where he committed the murders, |
and not one of the mardered men had ever

raised an arm ageinst hom,
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