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November 19, 1859
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“A Contrast,” The Herald of Freedom, Wakarusa, Kansas, 19 November 1859. Courtesy of Library of
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“John Brown, the Insurgent” - Alexandria Gazette
Article, November 21, 1859
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“John Brown, the Insurgent,” Alexandria Gazette, 21 November 1859. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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“Pottowatomie Creek, Jan. 17th” - The Herald of
Freedom Article, February 7, 1857
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“Pottowatomie Creek, Jan. 17th,” The Herald of Freedom, Kansas, 7 February 1857. Courtesy of Library of

Congress
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An Exciting Journey to the Front,” The National Tribune, Washington,

Gregg, E.H., “John Brown in lowa

D.C., 3 May 1883. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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“John Brown’s Last Visit to Tabor (lowa)” from The
Annals of lowa, 1898 (Pg. 1)

458 ANNALS OF IOWA.,

JOHN BROWN’'S LAST VISIT TO TABOR.

BY PROF. J. E. TODD.

In reading recently Hon. I. B. Richman’s intevesting his-
torical sketeh entitled “John Brown among the Quakers,” 1
came across a passage in which he refers to John Brown's last
visit to Tabor, Towa. He says: “The story of Brown’s raid
into Missouri, after his return to Kansas in 1858, is well
known. Suffice it to say, that on this raid he took from
their owners a dozen slaves with whom, aided by Kagi and
Stephens, amid great peril he made good his escape into
Nebraska, and thence to Tabor, Towa. Here, contrary to
his expectation and contrary to the whole former attitude of
the people, he was not welcomed, but, at a public meeting
called for the purpose, severely reprimanded as a disturber
of the peace and safety of the village.”

The writer, having been a resident of Tabor af that time
and present at the public meeting referred to, would offer
the following correction which it seems to him ought to be
made. The history of this visit is as follows: He is guided
not only by his memory, but by the statements of his father,
Rev. John Todd, in his “Reminiscences” which he printed a
few years since, and which have been in that way submitted
to the criticism of many who were familiar with the occur-
rences of that time. I first quote from these reminiscences:
“Captain Brown with his company of eleven slaves arrived
safely in Tabor with their escort in February, 1859. They
came the latter part of the week and remained several days.
A school-house was placed at their disposal during their
stay. On the Sabbath following I was handed a paper to be
read from the pulpit, saying—John Brown respectfully re-
quested the church of Tabor to offer public thanksgiving to
God on behalf of himself and his rescued captives, in par-
tienlar for his gracious preservation of their lives and health
and his signal deliverance of all out of the hand of the

Todd, J.E., “John Brown’s Last Visit to Tabor,” The Annals of lowa, pp. 458-461, 1898. Courtesy of the
University of lowa
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“John Brown’s Last Visit to Tabor (lowa)” from The
Annals of lowa, 1898 (Pg. 2)

Todd, J.E., “John Brown’s Last Visit to Tabor,” The Annals of lowa, pp. 458-461, 1898. Courtesy of the
University of lowa
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“John Brown’s Last Visit to Tabor (lowa)” from The
Annals of lowa, 1898 (Pg. 3)

JOHN BROWN'S LAST VISIT TO TABOR. 159

wicked heretofore. ‘Oh, give thanks unto the Lord for He
is good, for His mercy endureth forever,”” My father being
called away by an appointment before the end of the Sab-
bath, was unable to be present at the public meeting which
was appointed for the next day. The interest was so great
in the community that at the time appointed the house was
filled.
John Brown arrived promptly on time and had just
begun to tell his story when a stranger came in, and John
3rown quietly remarked that he was informed that one had
just entered whom he would rather should not hear what he
had to say; and he would, therefore, respectfully request
him to withdraw. This man was a Dr. Brown of St. Joseph,
Missouri, as I understand, a specialist who was treating
gsome cases in town, He had heard the notice given upon
the Sabbath and had arranged his work so as to be present.
It was understood that he was a slave-holder, or at least a
strong pro-slavery man; and therefore a knowledge by him
of John Brown’s movements might have been prejudieial to
the interests of the latter. Searcely had John Brown made
the request before one of the leading citizens of the place,
who was unacenstomed to such stern measures, sprang to his
feet and said that he hoped that nothing would be said there
which all might not hear. John Brown very quietly re-
marked that if that man remained, he had nothing more to
say, and soon after withdrew from the meeting. It was re-
ported later that soon after he met some of his men and said
they had better look to their arms, for they were not among
friends yet. The withdrawal of John Brown did not break
up the meeting. Very few withdrew. His men, several of
whom were known by citizens of the place, remained ; and
several hours were spent in the discussion of the slavery
question and what should be done for the slaves.  In this
Dr. Brown, from St. Joseph, took an active part. He had
at his tongue’s end “Cursed be Canaan” and other passages
from scripture used by the slave-holders to justify their posi-
tion.
On the other hand, Brown’s men were equally ready with

Todd, J.E., “John Brown’s Last Visit to Tabor,” The Annals of lowa, pp. 458-461, 1898. Courtesy of the
University of lowa
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460 ANNALS OF TOWA.

quotations from scripture as well as in arguments, and the
oceasion was a most interesting one. Incidentally, the main
features of the story of John Brown’s raid into Missouri and
the rescue of the slaves at the cost of the life of one of the
masters was brought out. I do not remember that any
formal action was taken by the meeting, but the sentiments
expressed by the prominent citizens of Tabor, both at the
meeting and elsewhere, were simply in harmony with the
position that they had always taken. As abolitionists they
had frequently been charged with kidnapping negroes and
helping them on to the Canadian border. This was explained
by some of their enemies to be in order to obtain a premium,
which they supposed Queen Vietoria offered for every slave.

This ignorant suspicion had always been met by a denial
of any attempt to take slaves from their masters, that they
were law abiding citizens and would seck to overthrow slav-
ery only by legal and legitimate means. They did not ap-
prove the action of John Brown in taking slaves from their
masters by force or in an illegal and disorderly way. But in-
stead of its being contrary to the whole former attitude of
the people, I think any candid judge would say that it was
the only consistent and honorable position for them to take
under the circumstances.

John Brown was welecomed and treated kindly in every
way as his stay of nearly a week at that place abundantly
testified. The position taken by the citizens of Tabor at that
time, was, I think, not different from that taken by the great
majority of anti-slavery citizens of the United States through-
out the land. There is little doubt that John Brown was
much disappointed that the citizens of Tabor did not fully
commend his step, but T do not know that he had any good
reason for being disappointed.

We have referred to this stay at Tabor as his last visit,
but his absolutely last appearance, which was only for a few
hours, was about the first of September, 1859, less than two
months before his capture at Harper's Ferry. He came to
the residence of Mr. Jonas Jones on the Sabbath, where Le
stopped. When taking leave on the same day, he said in an

Todd, J.E., “John Brown’s Last Visit to Tabor,” The Annals of lowa, pp. 458-461, 1898. Courtesy of the
University of lowa
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impressive way, “Good-bye, Mr. Jones. I do not say where
[ am going, but you will hear from me. There has been
enough said about leaving Kansas. T intend to make a
bloody spot at another point, and earry the war into Africa.”
The outbreak at Harper's Ferry leaves no explanation ne-
Cessary.

VerMILLION, S, D., Jan. 15, 1898,

NAVIGATION OF CeEpArR River.—From an advertisement in
another column, it will be seen that Z%he Maid of Lowa, will
ascend the Cedar river as far as Washington Ferry, leaving
Jurlington on the 15th inst., which will afford our farmers
convenient to that stream an excellent opportunity for ship-
ping whatever of surplus produce they may have on hand.
Within the last few days she has made one trip between that
point and Nauvoo, laden with produce, and we learn that
she passed Overman’s a day or two since, on her second trip.
She has, so far, we understand, met with no serious obstacles
to the sucecessful navigation of that river. Should the stage
of that river, in subsequent seasons prove as favorable as the
past and present, it will be of incaleulable advantage to a
large district of as fine farming country as is to be found in
any part of the west.— Bloomington Herald, August 2, 1844.

THE GREAT BEAUTY OF LOCATION and surrounding scenery
at Towa City, are not the only favors bestowed npon it by
nature, as is every day becoming more evident. When we
read the account of the arrival there of the first steamer, we |
thought some mysterious spirit had been hovering over that
city, and inspired the pen of him whose good fortune it was
to first proclaim to the world the navigation of Towa river,
and we are now confirmed in the opinion that there is a
mysterious something thereabouts, which inspires those
whom it pleases, with thoughts beautiful, sublime beyond
conception.— Bloomington Herald, August 2, 1844.

Todd, J.E., “John Brown’s Last Visit to Tabor,” The Annals of lowa, pp. 458-461, 1898. Courtesy of the
University of lowa
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“Execution of Capt. John Brown” Broadside, 1859
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EXECUTION OF CAPT. JOHN BROWN.

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Aﬁti—S]avery Society,
held in Boston, November 1st, the following Resolution was adopted : —

Resolved, That it is recommended to the friends of impartial freedom throughout the Free States,
in case of the execution of Capt. Joun Browx, now on trial for his life in Virginia, to observe that iragical
event, ON THE DAY OF ITS OCCURRENCE, in such manner as by them may be deemed most appropriate in
their various localities, — whether by public meetings and addresses, the adoption of resolutions, private con-
ferences, or any other justifiable mode of action,— for the furtherance of the Anti-Slavery cause, and renew-
edly to consecrate themselves to the patriotic and Christian work of effecting the abolition of that most danger-
ous, unnatural, cruel, and impious system of Slavery, which is the fruitful source of all our sectional heart-
burnings and conflicts, which powerfully and increasingly tends to promote servile insurrections and civil war,
which cannot be more truly or more comprehensively desceribed than as “ THE SUM OF ALL VILLANIES,”
which is a burning disgrace and fearful curse to the whole country, and by the speedy extinction of which,
alone, ean the land be saved from violence, blood, and utter demoralization.

In behalf of the Executive Committee of the American Anti-Slavery Society,

WM. LLOYD GARRISON, President.

WENDELL PHILLIPS, Bt riin
Cuarces C. BugrLeicH, '

No suggestion more timely and important than this could be made ; and now that Sentence of Death
has been pronounced against the brave martyr to his principles, let the day of his execution — FRIDAY,
December 2d,— be the occasion of such a public moral demonstration against the bloody and merciless Slave
system as the land has never witnessed. I'riends of Ireedom everywhere ! begin at once to make the necessary
arrangements. The appeal is made to you all, without regard to sect or party, or different shades of opinion.
Let it be a memorable day in the history of the United States, In all the Cities and Towns of the North, let
there be some suitable and expressive form of manifestation. Among other things, let there be a tolling of the
bells for one hour. .

As a postponement of the execution may fake place, on account of the application by Mr, BRowN's
Counsel to the Virginia Court of Appeals, it may be necessary to hold the commemoration on another day.
Friends ! be vigilant !

And it is further suggested that, at all these meetings, contributions should be taken up in behalf of
the Widow and Family of Capt. Jouy Browx.

“Execution of Capt. John Brown,” American Anti-Slavery Society, Boston, 1859. Courtesy of Library of Con-
gress
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“Heroes of the Colored Race,” 1881

Hoover, J., “Heroes of the Colored Race,” Philadelphia, 1881. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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“John Brown’s Body” Song, 1861
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JOHN BROWN SONG.

John Brown’s body lies & mouldering in the grave,
John Brown’s body lies a mouldering in the grave,
John Brown's body lies a mouldering in the grave.
His soul’s marching on !
Chorus.

Glory Hally, TTallelujah! Glory Hully, Hallelujah ! Glery
Hally, Hallelujah !
His soul’s marching on !
He’s gone to be a soldier in the army of our Lord,
He's gone to be a soldier in the army of our Lorl,
He's gone to be a soldier in the army of our Lord,
His soul’s marching oa !
Chorus : Glory Hally, Hallelujah! Glory Hally, Hallelujah!
Glory Hally, Hallelujah!
His soul’s marching on !

John Brown’s knapsack is strapped upon his back,
John Brown’s knapsack is strapped upon his back,
John Brown’s knapsack is strapped upon his back,
His soul’s marching on !
Chorus: Glory Hally, Hallelujah! Clory Hallelujah!
Glory Hally, Hallelujah !
His soul’s marching on !
His pet lamps will meet him on the way, —
His pet lamps will meet him on the way, —
His pet lamps will meet him on the way. —
They go marching on!
Chorus : Glory Hally, Hallelujah! Glory Hally Hallelujah!
Glory Hally, Hallelujah !
They go marching on!
They will han  Jeff Davis to a tree!
They will hang Jeff Davis to a tree !
They will hang Jeff Davis to a tree!
As they march along !
Chorus : Glory Hally, Hallelujah! Glory Hally, ITallelujah
Glory Hally, Hallelujah !
As they march along !
Now, three rousing cheers for the Union !
Now, three rousing cheers for the Union '
Now, three rousing cheers for the Union !
As we are marching on !
Chorus : Glory Hally, Hallelujah ! Glory Hally, Hallelujah!
Glory Hally, Hallelnjah !
Hip, hip, hip, hip, Hurrah!
500 Illustrated Ballads lithographed and printed by
CHARLES MAGNUS, No. 12 Frankfort Strect, New York.
Branch Office : No. 520 7th St., Washington. D. (.

Document: “John Brown’s Body,” 1861. Courtesy of Library of Congress
Audio: J. Weldon Norris Chorale, “John Brown’s Body,” Washington, D.C., 2003

Congress

. Courtesy of Library of
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lllustration of “0Old John Brown’s Career,” 1860

Queen, J. F. & Pilliner, F. J., “Old John Brown’s career illustrated,” E.S. Dean Publisher & Proprietor,
Philadelphia, 1860. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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John Brown’s Address to the Virginia Court, 1859

Brown, John, “Address of John Brown to the Virginia Court,” C.C. Mead, Boston, 1859. Courtesy of Library

of Congress
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Portrait of John Brown, December 12, 1859

Black, James Wallace, and Martin M. Lawrence, Black & Batchelder, 12 December 1859. Courtesy of
Library of Congress
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