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READ IOWA HISTORY 
STUDENT MATERIALS 

KINDERGARTEN 

Identity 
LESSON PLAN FOR SUPPORTING QUESTION 

What artifacts help tell a person’s story? 



Name 

Self Portrait Worksheet 

                                                   

This is me! 



 

PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY 2Children Waiting in Line for Water in Yauco, Puerto Rico, January 1942 

These children are waiting in line for water from the faucet in Yauco, Puerto Rico. The photograph was taken in January 1942. Courtesy of Library of Congress, 
Delano, Jack, “Children getting water from the faucet in the slum area in Yauco, Puerto Rico,” January 1942 



 

PART 1Map of Iowa, 1892 

A map of the state of Iowa. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Bourquin, F, “Plat book of Chickasaw County, Iowa : drawn from actual surveys & county records,” North 
West Publishing Co., 1892 



 

PART 1Map of the United States, 2002 

A map of the state of the United States. Courtesy of Library of Congress, “United States,” Central Intelligence Agency, 
2002 



 

PART 1Bird’s Eye View of Iowa City, Johnson Co., Iowa, 1868 

This is a hand-drawn, bird’s-eye view of Iowa City, Iowa, located in Johnson County. The illustration is from 1868 and shows the city next to the Iowa River. 
The town is laid out in a grid pattern, and the image shows that there is not a lot of trees and the area is relatively flat, but green. It appears that farmland 
is located off in the distance. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Ruger, A., “Bird’s eye view of Iowa City, Johnson Co., Iowa,” Chicago Lithographing Co., 1868 



  

 

PART 1Geography Lesson at Lakeview Project School in Arkansas, 
December 1938 

This photograph shows African-American children looking at a globe to find where they live in Arkansas. They are doing this during a geography lesson at 
Lakeview Project School in 1938. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Lee, Russell, “Geography lesson. Lakeview Project school. Arkansas,” December 1938 



 
 

 
 

                                                   Name 

I See, I Think, I Wonder 

I See 
What do you see in the image? 

I Think 
What are you thinking? 

I Wonder 
What questions do you have about 
the image? 



                                                   Name 

This is me on the map of 



 

 

PART 2Children Playing with Barbie Dolls in the Bronx Borough of New York 
City, 1970 

In this photograph, these children are playing with Barbie dolls. The children live in the Bronx, which is the northernmost of the five boroughs of New York 
City. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Vergara, Camilo J., “1148 Longwood Ave, Bronx, 1970,” 1970 



 

 

PART 2Family Living on Natchez Trace Project near Lexington, Tennessee, 
March 1936 

This photograph shows a family living in Lexington, Tennessee, on the Natchez Trace Project near Natchez Trace State Park. The name originally applied to 
a series of trails and paths that originated with animal migration routes and American Indian trade and travel routes. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Mydans, 
Carl, “[Untitled photo, possibly related to: Baby girl of family living on Natchez Trace Project, near Lexington, Tennessee],” March 1936 



PART 2Children Fishing in Rhode Island along Bonnet Shores, August 20, 1979 

This photograph shows the Hoey children in Rhode Island along Bonnet Shores. The children are shown enjoying fishing, boating and biking. Courtesy of 
Library of Congress, Horenstein, Henry, “Hoey family, yard, general views, Bonnet Shores, Rhode Island,” 20 August 1979 
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                                                   Name 

I See, I Think, I Wonder 

I See 
What do you see in the image? 

I Think 
What are you thinking? 

I Wonder 
What questions do you have about 
the image? 



Hi story
Box 

Think of some of the important 
objects in your life. Perhaps you treasure 
an autographed baseball or a “straight-
A” report card. What kind of everyday 
stuff is important in your life? A copy of 
your local newspaper gives movie list-
ings. A bus ticket tells where you’ve 
been. Gather some of these objects and 
put them in any kind of container to 
make a history box. Remember to col-
lect things that record your life, your 
personality, and your achievements. Add to 
the history box each year to continue your 
life’s story. ■ 

Illustration by Mary Moye-Rowley Stories by Amy Ruth 

 
   

   
    
    

     
 

  
    

      
  

     
    

      
  

    

 PART 2“News About You - History Box” Essay from 
The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, Ruth, Amy, “News About You - History Box,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 17, No. 1, 1995 



                                                   Name 

Artifacts That Tell My Story Worksheet 

These are my artifacts that help tell my story. 



                                         

                                                   Name 

Portrait Frame Worksheet 

This is . 



 

PART 3Birth Certificate of Bessie Bland in New York, ca. 1913 

This is a birth certificate for a baby girl named Bessie Bland who was born in New York City. This is the original 
document with important information about the baby’s birth and parents. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Hine, Lewis 
Wickes, “Birth certificate in the State of New York. Location: New York (State),” ca. 1913 



 

PART 3Transcript of Bessie Bland’s Birth Certificate (pg. 1) 

Birth Certificate of Bessie Bland in New York, ca. 1913 

New York, May 6, 1915. 

A Transcript from the Records of the Births reported to the Department of Health of The City of 
New York. 

The City of New York, No. of Certificate 
Department of Health. 1906 

State Of New York. 
Certificate and Record of Birth 

Of 
Name of Child BESSIE BLAND 

Sex Female Father’s Occupation Iron finisher 

Color White Mother’s Name Rose Hannah Bland 

Time of Birth January 7, 1906 Mother’s Name before 
Marriage 

Rose Hannah 
Rooney 

Place of birth 596 Lexington Ave Mother’s Residence 446 West 28th 
Street 

Father’s Name Andrew Bland Mother’s Birthplace New York City 

Father’s Address 446 West 28th 
Street 

Mother’s Age 17 years 

Father’s 
Birthplace 

Ireland Number of other children none 

Father’s Age 20 years How many now living (in all) one 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that I attended professionally at the above birth and I am personally 
cognizant thereof; and that all the facts stated in said certificate of birth are true to the best of my 
knowledge, information and belief. 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS  600 E. LOCUST ST.  DES MOINES, IA 50319  IOWACULTURE.GOV 

https://IOWACULTURE.GOV


PART 3Transcript of Bessie Bland’s Birth Certificate (pg. 2) 



PART 3“Climbing the Family Tree” Essay from The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Climbing the Family Tree,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 17, No. 1, 1995 



                                    

                                                   Name 

Unique to Me Worksheet 

This makes me unique because . 



PART 4“News About You” Essay from The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “News About You,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 17, No. 1, 1995 



 
 

 
 

                                                   Name 

Lesson Summative Assessment 

Draw and label three things people use that help tell a story about ourselves. 
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Analyze History Mystery Objects

WORKSHEETName 

Analyze an Object 

1 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

2 

2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 



 

Analyze History Mystery Objects

WORKSHEET

3 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

4 
2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

5 
2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 



IDENTITYVocabulary Flashcards 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

Primary
Unique Source 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

Secondary Photograph
Source 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 



 

 

Unique 

To be unique is to be very special or 
unusual; something or someone that is 
unlike anything else. 

Secondary Source 
A secondary source is a document or 
recording that writes or speaks about 
information that is one step removed 
from the original source. Secondary 
sources interpret, evaluate or discuss 
information found in primary sources. 

Primary Source 

A primary source is any piece of 
information that was created by someone 
who witnessed first hand or was part 
of the historical events that are being 
described. Common primary sources are 
items like journal entries or letters. 

Photograph 
A photograph is an image, or picture, 
that has been captured on film or some 
other material. It is typically taken with a 
camera. 



IDENTITYVocabulary Flashcards 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

ArtifactDocument 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

Timeline Map 



Document 

A document is a written or printed paper 
that gives information or evidence of an 
official record. 

Timeline 
A timeline is a picture/number showing 
increments of time. It can be a graph of 
events in the order they happened. 

Artifact 

An artifact is an object that is made, used 
or modified by humans and gives people 
information about life in the past. 

Map 
A map is a representation of an area of 
land or sea showing physical features, 
cities, roads, etc. 



IDENTITYVocabulary Flashcards 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

Long AgoLong, Long Ago 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

Today 



Long, Long Ago 

The time period that happened in the 
very distant past, so long ago that 
humans did not yet exist or did not have 
written records (prehistoric). 

Today 
The period of time that is happening now 
(present). 

Long Ago 

The period of time that happened in the 
distant past. A grandparent or great-
grandparent may remember an event 
from this time period. 


