
IOWA 175Days of Learning Resources for Adult Learners

Resource Description Arts Film History

Book of Iowa Films The “Book of Iowa Films” examines Iowa’s deep history in Hollywood, 
far beyond John Wayne and “Field of Dreams.” X

Interact with Iowa's History at Film 
Festivals

Iowa’s 17 major film festivals offer visitors a chance to experience 
documentaries and Iowa culture in person! X

Iowa History 101: Iowa City and Des 
Moines: A Tale of Two Capitol Buildings

Watch this video to learn about Iowa's Iowa's past and current capital cities and 
buildings. X

Iowa History 101: Iowa History 101 Series 
The Annals of Iowa 158 Years of History by, 
for, and about Iowans

This webinar focuses on the history of The Annals of Iowa, a scholarly journal 
that has chronicled Iowans’ deeds, misdeeds and accomplishments for almost 
160 years. 

X

Iowa History 101: Forever Free: 
Rediscovering Heroes, Heroines & Helpers 
on Central Iowa's Underground Railroad

This webinar focuses on the Jordan House in West Des Moines and its 
connections to the Underground Railroad. X

Iowa History 101: Iowa’s Borders: Evolution 
and Controversy

This webinar explains how Iowa’s borders evolved before the state joined the 
Union. X

Iowa History 101: Iowa’s Native Nations This webinar focuses on the Native nations who inhabited the land long before 
Iowa became a state in 1846. X

Mormon Pioneer Trail Across Iowa 
Interpretive Guide

This guide shows the southern Iowa route that members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints followed during their 1846 trek to Kanesville (now 
Council Bluffs) before setting out for the Salt Lake Valley.

X

Interactive Map: LDS Places of Interest, 
Council Bluffs, Iowa

This interactive map shows significant sites the Latter-day Saints established 
during their sojourn along the Missouri River from 1847 to 1852. X

Timeline: Winter Quarters and Kanesville 
(Council Bluffs), 1804-0854

This timeline explains how present-day Council Bluffs became a significant 
outfitting point for the Mormon Trail. X

Keeping Covenants at Kanesville
This is a summary of major events in the history of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints that took place in Iowa along the eastern bank of the Missouri 
River.

X

Iowa State Capitol and Grounds Photos in this Flickr album from the State Historical Society of Iowa showcase 
Iowa’s capitol buildings in four different communities. X

Photo Sampler (SHSI- Iowa City)
This Flickr album features a sampling of 39 photos from the State Historical 
Society of Iowa collection in Iowa City, selected from the nearly half a million 
photos in the society’s collection. 

X
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Photo Sampler (SHSI- Des Moines)
This Flickr album features a sampling of 81 photos from the State Historical 
Society of Iowa collection in Des Moines, selected from the nearly half a million 
photos in the society’s collection. 

X

Early Iowa Newspapers These digitized versions of early Iowa newspapers include several that pre-date 
Iowa’s statehood. X

Editor's Picks - Books This list of books about Iowa's earliest days was curated by the editor of The 
Annals of Iowa. X

Editor's Picks - Articles This list of classic and recent articles from The Annals of Iowa was curated by 
the journal’s editor. X

Iowa Stories: Household Economy at Wall 
Ridge

This report by the Office of the State Archaeologist at the University of 
Iowa explains the daily technological, subsistence and dietary aspects 
of life for residents of Wall Ridge, a Native American household that 
occupied a lodge on the eastern Plains during the early 1300s A.D. 

X

The Founders of Pella
These photographs portray Pella founders Hendrik and Maria Scholte 
as they looked when they arrived in 1847. (Courtesy of the Pella 
Historical Society)

X

Sketch of Early Pella This is a sketch of early Pella, created by an unknown itinerant artist. 
(Courtesy of the Pella Historical Society) X

Photo Tour of the Scholte House This photo tour from the Pella Historical Society showcases the Scholte 
House, Pella founders Henrik and Maria Scholte built in the 1840s. X

The Pella Sod House
These photos from the Pella Historical Society depict a reconstructed 
sod house, showing the type of dwelling that European settlers in Pella 
would have built after they started arriving in 1847. 

X

Streamliners Through Iowa

This presentation focuses on railroading from the mid-1930s through 
the 1950s. The presenter, Bob Bourne, talks about the memorable 
streamliner trains that ran through Iowa, with an emphasis on the 
Chicago and Northwestern Railroad.

X

Council Bluffs: Where the East Ended This video explains how Council Bluffs history intertwines with the 
history of the railroad. X


