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READ IOWA HISTORY 

People 
at Work 
LESSON PLAN FOR SUPPORTING QUESTION 

How did Iowans make a living to support 
their families and communities in 1900 
according to census records? 

1ST GRADE 



 
Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 1Iowa Population and Occupation Graphs 

These graphs show the population of Iowa in 1900 and what occupations were the most common during this time 
period. Courtesy of the U.S. Census Bureau 



Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 2“Farm Women” Essay from The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, “Farm Women,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 8, No. 2, pp. 9, 1986 



Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 2“Hired Girls and Boys” Essay from The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, “Hired Girls and Boys,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 8, No. 2, pp.8, 1986 



 

PART 2Farmer Plowing with a Two-Horse Team, ca. 1900 

In 1900, most people in Iowa lived and worked on farms. From about 1850 to 1880, many people moved to the new state of Iowa. In this photograph, an 
Iowa farmer plows in preparation for planting the next crop. Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, Larson, Andrew Orm, ca. 1900 



PART 2Man Feeding Pigs in the Barnyard, ca. 1895 

Farming was a very big job around 1900, requiring lots of hours and a great deal of hard work. On most farms, many people were needed to finish all of the jobs on a farm, 
and often several family members all worked together to make the farm a success. This farmer just finished putting out corn to feed the hogs. Courtesy of the State Historical 
Society of Iowa, ca. 1895 



 

PART 2Mountain Milk Maids, ca. 1900 

Part of the work typically delegated to women on a frontier farm was taking care of livestock that provided food for the family, and milking was done twice a day. The cow in 
this photo is tied to the log fence with a rope. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Jackson, William H., “Mountain milk maids,” ca. 1900 



Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 3“In the Millinery Shop” Essay from The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, “In the Millinery Shop,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 8, No. 2, pp. 13, 1986 



Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 3“In the Millinery Shop” Essay from The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, “In the Millinery Shop,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 8, No. 2, pp. 14, 1986 



  

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 3“Muscatine’s Pearl Button Factory” Essay from 
The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, “In the Millinery Shop,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 8, No. 2, pp. 16, 1986 



  

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 3“Muscatine’s Pearl Button Factory” Essay from 
The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, “In the Millinery Shop,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 8, No. 2, pp. 17, 1986 



PART 3Men Outside the Des Moines Brick Company, ca. 1900 

The Des Moines Brick Company made bricks used to build roads, houses, and other buildings like schools, stores, and churches. Courtesy of the State 
Historical Society of Iowa, ca. 1900 



 

PART 3E.J. Crane, Watchmaker and Jewelry Store, in Richmond, Virginia, 1899 

In small towns, stores carried many kinds of products: clothes, food, wagon/machine/auto parts, dishes, tools, hats and many other items. In cities, stores 
specialized into a certain kind of product. The shop in this photograph features E.J. Crane, a watchmaker and jewelry store, in Richmond, Virginia. Courtesy 
of Library of Congress, “E.J. Crane, watchmaker and jewelry store with man working in window and man standing in doorway, Richmond, Virginia,” 1899 



 

PART 3Carpentering, November 1918 

Carpenters built things such as furniture, tools, and buildings. Some carpentry projects were small, such as fixing a chair, and some were large, such as 
building a multi-story building. This photo shows two men training to become carpenters by learning to use a saw to cut wood and a plane to make the 
wood smooth. Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Carpentering,” November 1918 



  

 

PART 3Dressmaker Angelina Guinzali in Boston, Massachusetts, 
January 25, 1917 

As fashions became more elaborate and railroad systems made them more available throughout the United States, dressmakers transitioned from sewing 
by hand, as seen in this photo, to using a sewing machine. In this photo, Angelina Guinzali, is working as a dressmaker Boston, Massachusetts. Courtesy of 
Library of Congress, Jackson, William H., “Mountain milk maids,” ca. 1900 



Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 4“Slates and Blackboards” Essay from The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, “Slates and Blackboards,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 8, No. 2, pp. 10, 1986 



Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 4“Slates and Blackboards” Essay from The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, “Slates and Blackboards,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 8, No. 2, pp. 10, 1986 



 

 

PART 4Teacher and Students at Whittier Primary School in Hampton, Virginia, 
ca. 1899 

By 1900, more and more kids in Iowa were going to school. In rural places, a one room school had many grades learning together with one teacher. In 
urban places, such as in this photo, a teacher had a class of students who were all in the same grade level. This photograph shows children learning about 
Thanksgiving in their classroom at Whittier Primary School in Hampton, Virginia. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Johnston, Frances B. “Thanksgiving Day Lesson at 
Whittier,” ca. 1899 



Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 5“A Job for the Summer” Essay from The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, Frese, Millie K.,“A Job for the Summer,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 17, No. 4, pp. 27, 1996 



Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 5“A Job for the Summer” Essay from The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, Frese, Millie K.,“A Job for the Summer,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 17, No. 4, pp. 27, 1996 



Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1913

PART 5“A Job for the Summer” Essay from The Goldfinch 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, Frese, Millie K.,“A Job for the Summer,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 17, No. 4, pp. 27, 1996 



 

PART 5Servants in Bulloch Hall’s Dining Room in Roswell, Georgia, March 27, 1907 

In 1900, servants took care of the household. Servants might dust, like the woman in this image, mop floors, tend fires, run errands and do the shopping, 
wash laundry, help family members with what they needed, and sometimes do the cooking. Sometimes servants lived with the family they worked for, and 
sometimes they lived in another house away from the family. This photograph shows a man and woman who worked in the Roosevelt family’s household 
at Bulloch Hall in Roswell, Georgia. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Paxton, William M., “The house maid,” between 1900 and 1920 



 

PART 5Cook in White House Kitchen, ca. 1890 

In 1900, the work of housekeepers and servants probably looked very similar. In larger homes, more hired help meant that they could specialize and only 
do certain tasks. A housekeeper would have been in charge of taking care of the house, cleaning, decorating, repairing household items, and sometimes 
they were also the cook. The cook seen in this photo is from a very famous large house: the White House in Washington, D.C. That’s where the President of 
the United States lives. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Johnston, Frances B., “Cook in White House kitchen,” ca. 1890 



 

 

                                                   Name 

Lesson Summative Assessment 
Directions: Draw a line from the photograph to the word that tells where that kind of work is 
happening. 

School 

Store 

Home 

Courtesy of Library of Congress 

Factory 

Farm 

Directions: Write one sentence to answer the question below. 

How does work in 1900 compare to work today? 

Courtesy of Library of Congress 

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa 

Courtesy of Library of Congress Courtesy of Library of Congress 
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Analyze History Mystery Objects

WORKSHEETName 

Analyze an Object 

1 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

2 

2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 



 

Analyze History Mystery Objects

WORKSHEET

3 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

4 
2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

5 
2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PEOPLE AT WORK Vocabulary Flashcards 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

FactoryGoods 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 

READ 
IOWA 
HISTORY 



Goods 

A good is an item that someone has 
made. Goods are items you buy, such 
as food, clothing, toys, furniture and 
toothpaste. 

Factory 

A factory is a business where people use 
tools and machines to make lots of the 
same kind of good (product). 




