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Immigration 
to Iowa
LESSON PLAN FOR SUPPORTING QUESTION

Why do people move or choose to 
immigrate?

READ IOWA HISTORY
STUDENT MATERIALS

3RD GRADE



The Great Bartholdi Statue, 1885 PART 1: BARTHOLDI STATUE

The Great Bartholdi Statue, Liberty Enlightening the World: The Gift of France to the American People was erected 
on Bedloe’s Island in New York Harbor . Courtesy of Library of Congress, New York : Published by Currier & Ives, 1885



WORKSHEETName                                                   

K-W-L Chart

K 
What We Think We Know   

W 
What We Want to Know

L 
What We Hope to Learn

 Stop and Source  Why do you think they’re doing  
 this?

 Where could you find the 
 answers?
 

 People:  How do you think they are 
 feeling?

 Objects:  When do you think this image    
 was created? How do you  
 know?

 What are they doing?  Questions this image raises:
 



WORKSHEETName                                                   

K-W-L Chart

K 
What We Think We Know   

W 
What We Want to Know

L 
What We Hope to Learn

 
  



Sivell Ship’s Manifest, 1852

This ship’s manifest shows names, ages, gender, ports, country origins and ethnicity of passengers . The Sivell family 
is listed on the manifest from 1852 . Courtesy of Ancestry.com, New York: Passenger Lists, 1820-1957 for John Sivell

PART 2: SIVELL



Transcription of Sivell Ship’s Manifest (1 of 2) PART 2: SIVELL



Transcription of Sivell Ship’s Manifest (2 of 2) PART 2: SIVELL



Passengers’ Contract Ticket, August 20, 1852

The passengers’ contract ticket highlights how the John Sivell family immigrated to the United States from the 
United Kingdom in 1852 aboard the ship, “Margaret Evans .” Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, 20 August 1852

PART 2: SIVELL



Transcription of Passenger Ticket, August 20, 1852 PART 2: SIVELL



WORKSHEETName                                                   

K-W-L Chart

K 
What We Think We Know   

W 
What We Want to Know

L 
What We Hope to Learn

 Stop and Source  Why do you think they’re doing  
 this?

 Where could you find the 
 answers?
 

 People:  How do you think they are 
 feeling?

 Objects:  When do you think these  
 documents were created? How   
 do you know?

 What are they doing?  Questions these documents raise:



WORKSHEETName                                                   

K-W-L Chart

K 
What We Think We Know   

W 
What We Want to Know

L 
What We Hope to Learn

 
  



Emigrants Coming to the “Land of Promise,” 1902

The 1902 photograph captures emigrants huddled together on their journey to the United States . The image was 
taken by American photographer William Herman Rau . Courtesy of Library of Congress, Rau, William H., 1902

PART 3: “LAND OF PROMISE”



WORKSHEETName                                                   

K-W-L Chart

K 
What We Think We Know   

W 
What We Want to Know

L 
What We Hope to Learn

 Stop and Source  Why do you think they’re doing  
 this?

 Where could you find the 
 answers?
 

 People:  How do you think they are 
 feeling?

 Objects:  When do you think this photo was   
 taken? How do you know?

 What are they doing?  Questions this photograph raises:



WORKSHEETName                                                   

K-W-L Chart

K 
What We Think We Know   

W 
What We Want to Know

L 
What We Hope to Learn

 
  



“Iowa’s Salad Bowl” from The Goldfinch, April 1991 (1 of 4)

This article from The Goldfinch focuses on “Iowa’s ethnic roots .” Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Iowa’s 
Salad Bowl,” Iowa Ethnic Roots - The Goldfinch, Vol. 12, No. 4, pp. 3-7, April 1991

PART 4: SALAD BOWL



“Iowa’s Salad Bowl” from The Goldfinch, April 1991 (2 of 4)

This article from The Goldfinch focuses on “Iowa’s ethnic roots .” Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Iowa’s 
Salad Bowl,” Iowa Ethnic Roots - The Goldfinch, Vol. 12, No. 4, pp. 3-7, April 1991

PART 4: SALAD BOWL



“Iowa’s Salad Bowl” from The Goldfinch, April 1991 (3 of 4)

This article from The Goldfinch focuses on “Iowa’s ethnic roots .” Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Iowa’s 
Salad Bowl,” Iowa Ethnic Roots - The Goldfinch, Vol. 12, No. 4, pp. 3-7, April 1991

PART 4: SALAD BOWL



“Iowa’s Salad Bowl” from The Goldfinch, April 1991 (4 of 4)

This article from The Goldfinch focuses on “Iowa’s ethnic roots .” Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Iowa’s 
Salad Bowl,” Iowa Ethnic Roots - The Goldfinch, Vol. 12, No. 4, pp. 3-7, April 1991

PART 4: SALAD BOWL



The Great Bartholdi Statue, 1885 Name                                                              

    Iowa Salad Bowl



Name                                                   

My Claim

Assessment: Why do people move or choose 
to immigrate?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

People choose to immigrate because  . . .
My claim is  . . .
I think  . . .
I noticed  . . .

My Evidence

I found  . . .
My evidence is  . . .
My proof is  . . .
Another example  . . .
I know this is true, because  . . .

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________



Source(s):

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Another example is __________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Based on the evidence, I conclude  ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

because ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________.
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Analyze History Mystery Objects

WORKSHEETName                                                   

Analyze an Object

1

1. What does it look like?
Think about size, shape and color . 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used?

2. What is the object made from?
Is it one or more materials combined?

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year?

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object?

6. Who is the owner?
Write a brief description of the owner .

2

1. What does it look like?
Think about size, shape and color .

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used?

2. What is the object made from?
Is it one or more materials combined?

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year?

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object?

6. Who is the owner?
Write a brief description of the owner .



Analyze History Mystery Objects

WORKSHEET

3

1. What does it look like?
Think about size, shape and color . 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used?

2. What is the object made from?
Is it one or more materials combined?

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year?

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object?

6. Who is the owner?
Write a brief description of the owner .

4

1. What does it look like?
Think about size, shape and color .

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used?

2. What is the object made from?
Is it one or more materials combined?

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year?

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object?

6. Who is the owner?
Write a brief description of the owner .

5

1. What does it look like?
Think about size, shape and color .

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used?

2. What is the object made from?
Is it one or more materials combined?

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year?

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object?

6. Who is the owner?
Write a brief description of the owner .
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Vocabulary Flashcards 

Immigration Migration

Immigrant

VOCABULARY

READ  
IOWA 
HISTORY

READ  
IOWA 
HISTORY

READ  
IOWA 
HISTORY

READ  
IOWA 
HISTORY
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Immigration Migration

Immigrant

Immigration is the international movement 
from one country to another country. People 
who move to a new country are called  
“immigrants.” There are a number of 
reasons a person can be forced to leave their 
country, such as war, a natural disaster or 
famine. 

A person who comes to a new country to live.

The act of migration is the movement from 
one part of the country to another part of the 
same country. People can migrate as  
individuals, as a family or in large groups.  


