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INTRODUCTION 

Instructions 

What is a Goldie’s History Kit? 

This Goldie’s History Kit is designed by the State Historical Society of Iowa for elementary-level educators to instruct 
about government, democracy and laws. It includes the corresponding Read Iowa History lessons and educational 
components that have been tested and vetted as part of the State Historical Society of Iowa’s Goldie’s Kids Club that 
focus on literacy, visual literacy and Iowa history. There are detailed instruction to assist educators to incorporate 
these activities in a classroom. This kit also was developed to reflect the Iowa Core Social Studies and Literacy 
Standards. Goldie’s Kids Club is a free program developed by the State Historical Society of Iowa to introduce 
children aged 12 and under to Iowa history – starting with Goldie, the eastern goldfinch, which is the state bird. 

What’s Included 

Read Iowa History Read Aloud History Mystery Think Like... Cards 

• Structured 
lesson plans 
integrating 
primary sources 
and literacy skills 

• 4 books to 
read aloud to 
students 

• Text-dependent 
questions 

• Students 
investigate 
objects from the 
State Historical 
Museum of Iowa 
collection 

• Cards featuring 
prominent 
Iowans in history 
to integrate with 
lesson plans 

Read Iowa History 
Read Iowa History is a curriculum project that provides elementary-level educators with primary source lessons that 
are directly tied to key literacy skills and the State Historical Society of Iowa’s Primary Source Sets. These lessons 
provide structured lesson plans that integrate social studies and literacy with accompanying worksheets and 
hands-on activities to promote the use of primary sources at an elementary level. 

Read Aloud 
This Goldie’s History Kit provides four books related to government, democracy and laws. This read aloud activity 
combines literacy and Iowa history, and offers text-dependent questions to facilitate discussion around the book. 

History Mystery 
History Mystery is designed to challenge students to use their skills of deduction, observation and critical thinking 
to identify the multiple artifacts included in this activity. All objects are from the State Historical Museum of 
Iowa’s collection, providing students with a unique opportunity to interact with museum artifacts from their own 
classrooms. Individual students or small groups will work as “history detectives” to figure out the nature of the 
object, its use and its relationship to the theme through the use of photographs and videos. 

Think Like... Cards 
The “Think Like...” activity includes a set of cards to encourage students to think about history through multiple 
perspectives. The cards include questions for students to use to guide their process of understanding of 
government, democracy and laws from different points of view. Every kit includes five universal cards (geographer, 
economist, journalist, economist and political scientist) and two additional ones related directly to the topic. Each 
card provides background information about a notable Iowan to provide a direct Iowa history connection. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Instructions 

How To Use The Kit 

This kit is designed to provide structured lessons and supplemental activities to educators with the freedom to 
decide what options are best for their classrooms and best fit into their curriculum. Educators are encouraged 
to first explore the manual and its four main elements (Read Iowa History, Read Aloud, History Mystery and 
Think Like... cards) to design a lesson for students that will fit their needs. Educators are welcome to alter any 
lesson plans, worksheets and assessments in the kit. Each of the four main sections include detailed instructions 
and suggested formats on how to use each section individually or interchangeably. Below are some suggested 
recommendations and tips to navigate the manual and activities. 

Begin with Read Iowa History 
The Read Iowa History lesson plans are structured and provide a more defined outline for integrating primary 
sources in the classroom. You can use the primary source lesson plans in the order provided, or however you see 
fit. Read Iowa History – as all four components – has background information, a materials list, easily reproduceable 
worksheets and instructions to prepare your lesson. 

Goldie’s History Kit Connection: There are Goldie icons in Read Iowa History to highlight connections that 
you could integrate with an activity from Read Aloud, History Mystery or the Think Like... cards activity. 

Read Aloud, History Mystery & Think Like... Cards 
These three components can be used as a separate lesson or you can integrate an element of an activity to Read 
Iowa History to provide more hands-on experience within the lesson. At the beginning of each of these sections 
in the manual, there are detailed introductions to highlight what is needed for that section (i.e. books are used 
for Read Aloud, photos and videos with History Mystery) and suggested formats to guide the sections. For Read 
Aloud, this includes additional information about the book and historical context. For History Mystery, this includes 
different formats to assist in the activity depending on time constraints and detailed information about each object, 
as well as a worksheet and questions to help students identify each object and its historical significance. Think Like... 
cards also provide instructions, and of the three, can be a much more flexible activity that can be integrated into a 
more structured lesson plan. 

Additional Digital Access 
Some elements of the kit will need to be digitally accessed. There is a USB flash drive in the kit box. It includes 
a digital version of this manual, worksheets, photographs and video for History Mystery and some optional 
supplemental materials. This content also is available on a Google Drive folder, where materials can be 
downloaded. 

Register for Free Goldie’s History Kit Merchandise 
Receive Goldie’s History Kit merchandise by submitting your contact information to the online form. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Introduction to Read Iowa History 

About Read Iowa History 

Through the Library of Congress Teaching with Primary Sources grant, the State Historical Society of Iowa developed 
Read Iowa History — free, downloadable K-5 lesson plans to build and develop reading and critical thinking skills 
with primary sources in the classroom. 

Primary sources (from the digital Primary Source Sets collection) are used to help students learn from multiple 
perspectives, develop primary source-based claims and evidence, and to interpret documents and images of the 
past. These lessons were developed with the Iowa Core Social Studies and Literacy Standards. Each unit includes 
ready-to-use source material, worksheets, educator lesson plans and assessment tools and activities. You, the 
educator, are encouraged to explore the unit, and use materials as you see fit for your students. You are welcome 
to alter lesson plans, worksheets and assessments to best align with their curriculum. 

Please check out the Primary Source Sets toolkit to learn more about using primary sources in the classroom. 

What’s Included 

Educator Materials 
Sources are accompanied by an educator lesson plan. This plan includes: the unit compelling question, unit 
supporting question, objectives, background information, vocabulary lists or cards, a materials list, instructions and 
Goldie’s History Kit Connections (see below). There also is a “formative assessment” to wrap up each part of the unit 
and to check for comprehension. You are welcome to use the activities that are suggested or create your own. 

Goldie’s History Kit Connection: A Kit Connection is designated with the Goldie icon, as seen on the left. 
This signals there is an opportunity in the Read Iowa History lesson plan to integrate another element of the 
kit. This could include a Think Like... card, a storybook or a History Mystery object. 

Student Materials 
Many of the unit instructions are accompanied by a worksheet that can be 
copied and distributed to students as they analyze the primary source(s) 
to assist in their application and comprehension. These worksheets 
are optional but may provide a structure for students to think critically 
about the primary sources they are analyzing. These student worksheets 
are available on the USB flash drive and in the Google Drive folder for 
easiest reproduction. 

Formative Assessments, Lesson Summative Assessment 
and Scoring Options 
The formative assessments, lesson summative assessment and possible 
scoring options allow you to evaluate how students comprehend and 
apply the knowledge they learned from the individual primary source activities. Assessment instructions, example 
worksheet(s) and possible scoring options are located at the end of this Read Iowa History section. Reproduceable 
assessment worksheets also are available on the USB flash drive and Google Drive folder. 

Courtesy of Iowa Secretary of State, “Constitution 
of the State of Iowa,” 1857 
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INTRODUCTION 

Government, Democracy and Laws 

5th Grade 

Overview 
The Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the Bill of Rights are central to how the United States 
presents itself to its own people and to the world. They have been copied by many emerging democracies around 
the world and show remarkable resilience over the 250 years since their adoption. 

Unit Compelling Question Unit Supporting Question 
Why aren’t all rules good rules? What key documents establish the foundation? ? 

of America’s participatory democracy? 
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5th Grade 

How to Apply Read Iowa History Lessons to Other Primary Sources 
The origin of Read Iowa History lessons stem from the Primary Source Sets, which are a collection of primary sources that focus on a topic and are 
structured under a compelling question and multiple supporting questions (typically three). Five or six primary sources are used to address and help 
students answer a single supporting question. Read Iowa History takes one supporting question, the primary sources addressing that question and 
instructions (divided into parts) to integrate these primary sources in the classroom through different activities. 

These lessons, instructions, worksheets, tools and assessment suggestions can be applied to all of the K-5 Primary Source Sets. 

? 

? 

Unit Compelling Question 
The compelling question drives students to discuss, inquire and investigate the topic of a unit of understanding. 

Why aren’t all rules good rules? 

Unit Supporting Questions 
Supporting questions scaffold instruction to help students answer the compelling question. Their aim is to stimulate thought, to provoke 
inquiry and spark more questions. The supporting question that is highlighted above is the question that was used in this Read Iowa History. 
The bolded question below is the supporting question for this Read Iowa History unit. 

1) What key documents establish the foundation of America’s participatory democracy? 
2) How are laws created? 
3) How can laws be changed to guarantee human rights? 

Read Iowa History: Right to Vote 
This Read Iowa History lesson addresses “Why aren’t all rules good rules?” and “What key documents establish the foundation of America’s 
participatory democracy?” and includes lesson plans, worksheets, suggested assessments and other tools. 

8 
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INTRODUCTION 

Standards and Objectives 

Iowa Core Social Studies Standards 
No. Standard 
SS.5.2. Use supporting questions to help answer the compelling question in an inquiry. 

SS.5.3. Determine the credibility of multiple sources. 

SS.5.4. Identify evidence that draws information from multiple perspectives and sources in response to a compelling question. 

SS.5.24. Explain probable causes and effects of historical developments. 

SS.5.25. Develop a claim about the past and cite evidence to support it. 

Iowa Core Literacy Standards 

No. Standard 

RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 

RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text based on specific information in the text. 

W.5.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 

W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

W.5.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or 
paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 

W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Objectives 
• I can analyze sources: images, documents, video and texts. 
• I can identify and organize evidence that is relevant to the supporting and compelling questions. 
•  I can answer the supporting question with evidence and reasoning. 
•  I can explain probable causes and effects of historical developments. 

9 
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INTRODUCTION 

Background Essay 

Utilize this background essay, in whole or in parts, with students to provide further context and 
understanding government, democracy and laws. You can read it aloud to students, utilize excerpts and 
introduce the vocabulary words. The essay is also referenced in parts of this Read Iowa History to assist 
students in their interpretation and analysis of primary sources. 

From its creation, the United States was different from its European predecessors. Its people were not united by a 
common heritage, ethnicity or even language. It was then, as it is now, a diverse nation of immigrants. What united 
it was a radical belief of the time, that “all men are created equal,” and that a free people could govern themselves 
and not descend into anarchy and chaos. For centuries, European nations had monarchs and aristocracies to 
maintain order and stability from generation to generation. The United States declared that its people would be 
governed only by their elected representatives. This belief in democracy, as one British commentator observed, 
created in the United States “a nation with the soul of a church,” united by a common belief. 

Framework of U.S. Democracy 
Three documents have been central to the essence of this perception. The Declaration of Independence was 
drafted by the Second Continental Congress in 1776 in Philadelphia to explain and justify why the colonies were 
separating themselves from the domination of Great Britain. Delegates from 13 colonies along the Atlantic Coast 
sent delegates to the convention in Philadelphia. They approved a resolution to separate themselves from Great 
Britain and appointed a committee of five men to draft an explanation to the world why the colonies were taking 
this step. 

The committee chose Thomas Jefferson of Virginia to write the original draft. He began with an explanation of why 
governments are established and then moved on to the injustices the colonies had endured by Parliament and 
the king. The document ends with the declaration that the colonies were from now on free from British rule. It was 
approved by the Continental Congress on July 4, America’s Independence Day. It declares that “all men are created 
equal and endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights.” The nation has never fully lived up to that bold 
statement in practice, but it is the measure against which perceived injustices are measured. 

The former colonies that defeated the British Empire needed to establish some legal framework that would bind 
them together for certain purposes but not become as oppressive as the monarch they had just defeated. At 
first, the Articles of Confederation provided a weak central government but pressure for a stronger authority 
developed quickly. In 1787, delegates to a Constitutional Convention began meeting to strike a balance between 
responsibilities left to the states and those delegated to the federal government. 

Like the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution begins with a preamble that sets forth its purpose — 
“to form a more perfect union.” Federal authority is divided into three branches: the legislative branch that makes 
the laws; the executive that administers the laws; and the judicial that interprets the laws in cases of conflict. Central 
to the U.S. Constitution is the concept of checks and balances. Each branch has some authority to curb undue 
power exercised by the other two branches. Some duties were specifically delegated to the federal government 
and some specifically reserved to the states. The Convention specified that the plan would go into effect when 
nine states approved it. New Hampshire was the ninth in 1788, and Rhode Island was the last in 1790. George 
Washington was elected as the first president in 1788. 

Ever concerned that the federal government could abuse the rights of the people as the colonists felt Great 
Britain had done, Congress proposed a series of amendments to the U.S. Constitution that specifically spelled 
out restrictions on the federal government. The first 10 amendments to the U.S. Constitution are called the Bill 
of Rights, including the First Amendment, which states that individuals shall have the right to freedom of speech, 
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INTRODUCTION 

Background Essay continued 

religion, the press and assembly and the right to petition the government. 

These three documents are central to how the United States presents itself to its own people and to the world. They 
have been copied by many emerging democracies around the world and show remarkable resilience over the 250 
years since their adoption. 

Vocabulary Words 
• Amendment 
• Articles 
• Bill of Rights 
• Constitution 
• Democracy 
• Federal Government 
• Founding 
• Participatory Democracy 
• Rights 
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PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY 1 INSTRUCTIONS 

Introducing Founding Documents 

? Unit Compelling Question ? Unit Supporting Question 
Why aren’t all rules good rules? What key documents establish the foundation 

of America’s participatory democracy? 

Overview 
This pre-lesson activity will provide an opportunity for students to use the close reading strategy while 
focusing on literacy standards of main idea, details and summarizing, as well as understanding context 
of the time period. This reading passage will be a reference throughout the lesson. 

Instructions 
1 

2 

Distribute copies of the Founding Documents reading passage to 
students. 

Use the close reading strategy with students to analyze the passage. 
You can do this as a group or students can work independently as a 
formative assessment. 
• First reading: Read the passage carefully to gain basic 

understanding. What is the text mainly about? What is the main 
idea? Write the main idea in the top margin of the “Take Notes” 
worksheet. Students will highlight evidence on the passage in green. 

• Second reading: Read again and dig deeper. What are the big ideas 
that connect to the main idea? Students will highlight evidence on the 
passage in yellow and write them on the worksheet. 

Materials 
• Founding documents 

reading passage 

• Three worksheets: Close 
Reading Strategy, Take 
Notes about Passage, 
Summary of Passage 

3 

• Third Reading: Read again and dig for details. What are the details for your big ideas? Students will highlight 
evidence on the passage in red and write them on the worksheet. 

• Fourth Reading: Students will read the passage one more time to summarize their thinking. They will 
then summarize the passage in five to seven sentences using their main idea and details they collected on 
the worksheet to determine key concepts and ideas. Students will write the summary on the Summary of 
Passage worksheet. 

Students will refer back to this reading passage throughout the Read Iowa History to focus on different aspects. 

Goldie’s History Kit Connection: To continue the introduction to the founding documents, refer 
to either The Constitution Decoded: A Guide to the Document that Shapes Our Nation or The U.S. 
Constitution: Why It Matters to You. Read either book and discuss the questions. 

Formative Assessment: Use this activity as a formative assessment if you decide to have students complete 
this on their own. If students have not used this strategy or procedure before, you can use the worksheets as a 
modeling experience to teach the close reading strategy. 

4 
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PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY 1Founding Documents 

The founding documents of the United States of America are: the U.S. Constitution, the Declaration of 
Independence and the Bill of Rights. 

The Declaration of Independence 
The Declaration of Independence is one of the most important documents in the history 
of the United States. It was an official act taken by all 13 American colonies in declaring 
independence from Great Britain. People in the colonies were unhappy that they did not have 
a say in their government and still had to pay taxes. The Stamp Act of 1765 collected taxes on 
paper goods like legal documents, newspapers, and playing cards. In one act of protest, men 
dumped the cargo of a ship full of British tea into Boston Harbor in 1773; this is now called the 
Boston Tea Party. In 1775, the colonists went to war with Great Britain. The war between the 
colonies and Great Britain was called the American Revolutionary War from 1775-1783. 

The Constitution 
The Constitution of the United States is the foundation of the United States Government. It 
explains the system of Government and the rights of the American people. With three parts: 
The Preamble tells the purpose of the document and Government, the Articles set up how the 
Government is organized and how the Constitution can be changed, and the Amendments 
are changes to the Constitution. The first ten Amendments are called the Bill of Rights. The 
Constitution also created an executive branch and a judicial branch to set up a system of 
checks and balances. All three branches would have power, so no one branch could become 
more powerful than another. The Constitution was presented to the American public on 
September 17, 1787. The Constitution is known as a living document because it can be 
changed, or amended. Since its ratification, or formal approval, it has only been changed 27 
times. Although it has been amended over the years, the Constitution’s basic form still exists 
today. 

The Bill of Rights 
When the United States Constitution was approved in 1789, some people felt that it did not protect some basic 
rights and that the Constitution should be changed to protect those rights. On December 15, 1791, changes were 
made to the Constitution. These first 10 changes, or amendments, guaranteeing specific freedoms and rights; 
together they are called the Bill of Rights. 

The Bill of Rights includes some of the most basic freedoms and rights that we think of 
today in the United States. These are a few of the key ideas in each amendment: 
• First Amendment: freedom of religion, speech, the press, and assembly 
• Second Amendment: the right of the people to keep and bear arms 
• Third Amendment: restricts housing soldiers in private homes 
• Fourth Amendment: protects against unreasonable search and seizure 
• Fifth Amendment: protects against self-testimony, being tried twice for the same 

crime, and the seizure of property under eminent domain 
• Sixth Amendment: the rights to a speedy trial, trial by jury, and services of a lawyer 
• Seventh Amendment: guarantees trial by jury in cases involving a certain dollar 

amount 
• Eighth Amendment: prohibits excessive bail or fines and cruel and unusual 

punishment for crimes 
• Ninth Amendment: listing of rights in Bill of Rights does not mean that other rights are not in effect 
• Tenth Amendment: power not granted to the Federal Government is reserved for states or individual people 

These three documents have secured the rights of the American people for more than two and a quarter centuries 
and are considered instrumental to the founding of the United States. 

Vocabulary Words: Amendment, Articles, Bill of Rights, Constitution, Federal Government, Founding, Rights 
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PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY 1 WORKSHEET 

Close Reading Strategy 

These example worksheets correspond with the instructions in pre-lesson activity 1 to do a close read, takes notes 
and write a summary. These versions of the worksheets are for you, the educator, to fill out, add notes and utilize. 
Versions of these worksheets are available for reproduction to students in this topic’s Student Materials PDF. 

Title of the text: 

1. Read carefully to gain basic understanding. 
What is the text mainly about? What is the main idea? Write the main idea in the top margin 
in the clouds of the paper. Highlight evidence in green. 

2. Read again and dig deeper. 
What are the big ideas that connect to the main idea? Highlight evidence in yellow and write 
them on the note-taking sheet on the next page. 

3. Read again and dig for details. 
What are the details for your big ideas? Highlight evidence in red and write them on your note-
taking sheet. 

4. Read again to summarize your thinking.  
Summarize the article in five to seven sentences using your main idea, details, on your 
worksheet to determine key concepts and ideas. Write the summary on the back of the 
worksheet. 

14 
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PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY 1 WORKSHEET 

Taking Notes about Reading Passage 

The main idea is... 

Details... 

Big Idea: 

The Declaration 
of Independence 

Details... 

Big Idea: 

U.S. Constitution 

Details... 

Big Idea: 

The Bill of Rights 

The concluding idea is... 
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PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY 1 WORKSHEET 

Summary of Reading Passage 

Write summary about Founding Documents reading passage. 
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PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY 2 INSTRUCTIONS 

Think Like... Cards & Question Formulation Technique 

? Unit Compelling Question ? Unit Supporting Question 
Why aren’t all rules good rules? What key documents establish the foundation 

of America’s participatory democracy? 

Overview 
This pre-lesson activity will illustrate tools students can use to help them analyze primary sources in 
later parts of Read Iowa History. One tool is the Think Like... cards, which students use to identify 
disciplinary literacy perspectives, key vocabulary and questions asked by a historian, geographer, 
economist and political scientist. To prepare students to analyze images and documents, this activity 
is aimed to remind them that the impact of one’s experience shapes their perspective on topics. 

The other tool is the Question Formulation Technique (QFT), which was created by the Right 
Question Institute. The steps of the QFT are designed to stimulate three types of thinking: divergent 
thinking, convergent thinking and metacognitive thinking. 

Source Background 
George Mason led Virginia patriots during the American Revolution, and his concept of inalienable rights influenced 
Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence. As a member of the Constitutional Convention, Mason advocated 
strong local government and a weak central government. This led to the adoption of the Bill of Rights. When 
the American Revolution got under way, Mason was a leader of Virginia patriots and later drafted the state’s 
constitution. This document would hold the nuggets of later problems he had with the U.S. Constitution, in that the 
first rights granted in the Virginia constitution would be on behalf of the individual, which Mason would later see 
as lacking in the U.S. Constitution. During this time (1787), Mason was also a Virginia delegate (George Washington 
and James Madison were others) to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, where, despite his ongoing poor 
health, he proved to be vastly influential in the composition of the Constitution. 

Instructions 
1 

2 

Introduce the compelling question: Why aren’t all rules good rules? 

Question Formulation Technique (QFT): This pre-lesson activity is 
meant to encourage students to ask questions, which is an important 
step in them taking ownership of their learning. Prior to class, it is 
recommended you watch the 12-minute QFT instruction video. In the 
video, a fourth-grade teacher uses QFT to learn more about what her 
students know or do not know about fractions. 

3 Use the QFT for students to ask questions about the George Mason 
quote, “That all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the 
people; that magistrates are their trustees and servants, and at all times 

Materials 
• Think Like... cards 

• George Mason 
worksheet 

• QFT instruction video 

amendable to them.” Ask them to also consider the compelling question, and to use the worksheet. 

Instructions continued on next page 
17 
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PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY 2 INSTRUCTIONS 

4 

Think Like... Cards & Question Formulation Technique 

Instructions continued 

Follow the steps below to assist students in their analysis. 
• Write as many student questions as you can on the board or on chart paper. 
• Do not stop to discuss, judge or answer any questions. 
• Write down every question exactly as stated, change any statements to questions. 
• Sort and prioritize questions. 

Goldie’s History Kit Connection: To continue the introduction to early American history and its impact 
on the founding documents, refer to Rescuing the Declaration of Independence: How we Almost Lost 
the Words that Built America and discuss the questions. 

5 After sharing the prioritized questions, discuss with students what social studies discipline (use disciplines from 
the Think Like... Cards) that the question falls under. Use the Think Like... cards to assist with the inquiry. 
Post questions on chart paper or social studies notebook for students to answer as they learn more. 

Goldie’s History Kit Connection: There are two other Think Like… cards included - Alexander Clark 
and Sue M. Wilson Brown. These cards connect directly to the theme of the kit. Feel free to include 
them in this exercise or use them with the Kit Connections. 

6 Discuss how this quote connects to the Founding Documents reading passage. 
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PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY 2 WORKSHEET 

George Mason 

This is an example worksheet that corresponds with the instructions in pre-lesson activity 2. This version of the 
worksheet is for you, the educator, to fill out, add notes and utilize. A version of this worksheet is available for 
reproduction to students in this topic’s Student Materials PDF. 

“That all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the people; that
magistrates are their trustees and servants, and at all times amendable to them.” 

- George Mason, Virginia Bill of Rights, June 12, 1776 

Vocabulary 
• Power: ability to direct or influence the behavior of others 
• Vested: to given or earned 
• Consequently: as a result of 
• Derived from: to gain or get 
• The people: United States citizens 
• Magistrates: a civil officer or judge 
• Trustees: a person, often one of a group, who controls property or money for the benefit of another person or 

an organization 
• Servants: a person who performs duties for others 
• Amendable: to modify, rephrase, or add to or subtract from

 What questions do you have about this quote? 
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PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY 2 ACTIVITY CARDS 

Think Like...Cards 

This is are the State Historical Society of Iowa’s Think Like...Cards for the pre-lesson activity. The cards included 
focus on the perspective of a geographer, economist, political scientist and historian. A larger, printable version 
made for reproduction is available in the Student Materials PDF. 

Think Like a Geographer 
A person who studies the environment and how it impacts people. 

• Describe details about this location. What do you notice that 
can help figure out where this place is located? What is unique? 

• Why would people move to or leave this place? 

• How would people travel to this location? How has traveling to 
this location changed over time? 

• Describe details about people who live here and how they 
impact the location? How does the location impact the people 
who live there? 

Think Like an Economist 
A person who studies the way people make decisions about money. 

• Describe the people in relation to the location. What jobs or 
occupations do you think people had? Why do you say that? 
How do you think they met their needs and wants? 

• How do decisions made by individuals affect themselves and 
the economy? 

• How do decisions made by businesses affect people? 

• How do jobs impact people and the economy? Describe what 
happens when jobs are lost. 
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PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY 2 ACTIVITY CARDS 

Think Like...Cards 

This is are the State Historical Society of Iowa’s Think Like...Cards for the pre-lesson activity. The cards included 
focus on the perspective of a geographer, economist, political scientist and historian. A larger, printable version 
made for reproduction is available in the. 

Think Like a Historian 
A person who explains changes that happened in the past. 

• What happened in the past? Why is it important to understand 
what has happened in the past? 

• How did past decisions or actions significantly transform 
people’s lives? 

• What has changed or stayed the same over time? Who 
benefited from the change? Why? Who did not benefit? Why? 

• Who or what made changes happen? Who supported the 
change? Who didn’t? Why? 

Think Like a Political Scientist 

A person who studies governments and how they work. 

• What problems might people have faced in this society? 

• What rights do people have? What rights are people missing? 

• What might lead to people being treated fairly? What might 
lead to people being treated unfairly? 

• What information can be gathered about trends at this location 
or time period that might change or impact the future? 
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PART 1 INSTRUCTIONS 

The Great Law of Peace and the Iroquois Confederacy 

? Unit Compelling Question ? Unit Supporting Question 
Why aren’t all rules good rules? What key documents establish the foundation 

of America’s participatory democracy? 

Overview 
Students will analyze a video about the Iroquois “Great League of Peace” and its impact on the 
formation of the United States and its representative democracy. 

Source Background 
Much has been said about the inspiration of the ancient Iroquois “Great League of Peace” in planting the seeds that 
led to the formation of the United States and its representative democracy. The Iroquois Confederacy, founded by 
the Great Peacemaker in 1142, is the oldest living participatory democracy on Earth. In 1988, the U.S. Senate paid 
tribute with a resolution that said, “The confederation of the original 13 colonies into one republic was influenced by 
the political system developed by the Iroquois Confederacy, as were many of the democratic principles which were 
incorporated into the constitution itself.” 

The people of the Iroquois Confederacy, also known as the Six Nations, refer to themselves as the Haudenosaunee 
(pronounced “hoo-dee-noh-SHAW-nee”). It means “peoples of the longhouse,” and refers to their lengthy bark-
covered longhouses that housed many families. Theirs was a sophisticated and thriving society of well over 5,000 
people when the first European explorers encountered them in the early 17th century. 

Instructions 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Introduce the supporting question: What key documents establish the 
foundation of America’s participatory democracy? 

Use the vocabulary list to introduce the words participatory 
democracy and democracy. 

Students will analyze “The Great Law of Peace “ video. Have them 
record their thinking on the video analysis worksheet. 

Discuss: How did the Iroquois “Great League of Peace” influence the 
formation of the United States and its representative democracy? Who 
were the people of the Iroquois Confederacy? 

Students record “evidence” on the worksheet from the video source to 
help answer the supporting question: What key documents establish the 
foundation of America’s participatory democracy? 

Instructions continued on next page 

Materials 
• Vocabulary list 

• “The Great Law of Peace” 
video about Injunuinty 

• Video analysis 
worksheet 

• Check for Understanding 
worksheet 
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PART 1 INSTRUCTIONS 

The Great Law of Peace and the Iroquois Confederacy 

Instructions continued 

Goldie’s History Kit Connection: To learn more about the original 13 colonies, refer to Unite or Die: 
How Thirteen States Became a Nation and discuss the questions. 

6 Formative Assessment: Students will record evidence from the video in their Check for Understanding 
worksheet. They will use this worksheet throughout this Read Iowa History. 

23 



PART 1“The Great Law of Peace” Video about Injunuinty, November 12, 2013 

Courtesy of Vision Maker Media, “The Great Law of Peace - Injunuinty,” Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 12 November 2013 
24 
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PART 1 WORKSHEET 

Analyze a Video 

This is an example worksheet that corresponds with the instructions in Part 1 to analyze a video. This version of 
the worksheet is for you, the educator, to fill out, add notes and utilize. A version of this worksheet is available for 
reproduction to students in this topic’s Student Materials PDF. 

Analyze a Video 

Anticipate. 
What is the title? What do you think you will see? 

Meet the video. 
Type (check all that apply):

 Animation Propaganda Promotional Training film Combat film
 Newsreel News report Informational Documentary Entertainment
 Commercial Other 

Elements (check all that apply):
 Music  Live action  Narration Special effects Background noise
 Color Black and White Animation Dramatizations 

What is the mood or tone? 

Observe its parts. 
List the people, objects and activities you see.

 PEOPLE PLACES ACTIVITIES 

Write one sentence summarizing this video. 

Try to make sense of it. 
When is this video from? What was happening at the time in history it was created? 

Who made it? Who do you think is the intended audience? 

How do you think the creator wanted the audience to respond? List evidence from the video 
or your knowledge about who made it that led you to your conclusion. 

Use it as historical evidence. 
What did you find out from this video that you might not learn anywhere else? 

What other documents or historical evidence are you going to use to help you understand this event or topic? 

25 
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PART 1 WORKSHEET 

Check for Understanding 

This is an example worksheet that corresponds with the instructions throughout this Read Iowa History to take 
notes. This version of the worksheet is for you, the educator, to fill out, add notes and utilize. A version of this 
worksheet is available for reproduction to students in this topic’s. 

What key documents establish the foundation of America’s participatory democracy? 

“The Great Law of Peace” Video about 
Injunuinty, November 12, 2013 

Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 

Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, 
September 1787 

U.S. Constitution, September 1787 

Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution, 
September 25, 1789 
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PART 1 WORKSHEET 

Check for Understanding 

Iowa Constitution, 1857 

Independence Hall in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, ca. 1900 
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PART 2 INSTRUCTIONS 

Investigate and Research Founding Documents 

Unit Compelling Question Unit Supporting Question 
Why aren’t all rules good rules? What key documents establish the foundation? ? 

of America’s participatory democracy? 

Overview 
This part allows students to view, investigate, discuss and research the founding documents. 

Source Background 
Independence Hall is a historic building in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It is called Independence Hall because the 
Declaration of Independence was passed there. The United States Constitution was also written there. It served as 
the capital of the United States several times, mostly during the Revolutionary War. It was also the meeting place of 
the state legislature of Pennsylvania. 

Instructions 
1 Distribute an “Be an Image Detective” worksheet to students to 

complete. First, students will analyze a primary source together. Display 
the Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania image. Read the 
source and description. 

2 Discuss the information. Have students answer these source-dependent 
questions. 
• Look closely at the photo. What do you notice about the 

Independence Hall, as well as the surrounding buildings and area? 
• Independence Hall can be considered as one of the birthplaces of 

the United States. In this building, the Declaration of Independence 
and U.S. Constitution were both debated and signed. Who would be 
influenced by the history that took place in the building? Explain your 
answers. 

• What is the significance of Independence Hall? What is the legacy of 
the founding documents? 

Goldie’s History Kit Connection: To learn more about the 
founding documents, refer to Rescuing the Declaration of 
Independence: How we Almost Lost the Words that Built America 
and discuss the questions. Refer to The Constitution Decoded: 
A Guide to the Document that Shapes Our Nation or The U.S. 
Constitution: Why It Matters to You. Read either book and discuss. 

Instructions continued on next page 

Materials 
• Independence Hall 

in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania image 

• Declaration of 
Independence 

• U.S. Constitution 

• Preamble to the U.S. 
Constitution 

• Bill of Rights in the U.S. 
Constitution 

• Be an Image Detective 
worksheet 
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PART 2 INSTRUCTIONS 

Investigate and Research Founding Documents 

Instructions continued 

3 

4 

View and discuss the Declaration of Independence (transcription 
available), U.S. Constitution (transcription available), Preamble to the 
U.S. Constitution (transcription available) and Bill of Rights in the U.S. 
Constitution (transcription available) while re-reading the Founding 
Documents reading passage. 

Discuss as a class the importance of the documents as “founding 
documents” for the United States. The close reading passage has 
minimal information. Students will be adding details to their Check for 
Understanding worksheet to write an improved essay answering: 
What key documents establish the foundation of America’s participatory 
democracy? Below are some possible research websites: 
Note to Educator: Make sure to circulate around your students to help clear 
up any misconceptions that arise. 
• Khan Academy: Democratic Ideals in the Declaration of 

Independence and the Constitution 
• National Constitution Center: Educational Videos 
• Britannica for Kids: Declaration of Independence 
• Duckster: American Revolution - The Declaration of Independence 
• Prequel to Independence 
• The Mini Page: Bill of Rights 
• The Mini Page: Amendments 11-26 

More Materials 
• Suggested Books: 

The Declaration of 
Independence in 
Translation: What It 
Really Means by Amie 
Jane Leavitt; We the 
Kids: The Preamble to 
the Constitution of the 
United States by David 
Catrow; The Bill of Rights in 
Translation: What It Really 
Means by Amie Jane Leavitt 

5 

6 

Students will share key details of their research and defend why they feel their content is the most important 
evidence for their final essay. 

Goldie’s History Kit Connection: To connect the founding documents to the ability for citizens to vote 
and the voting process, refer to the Election Returns Dance Poster, Candidate Business Card, Caucus 
Ballot Container and Iowa Caucus Information Folder. Discuss the object and questions. 

Formative Assessment: You, the educator, will observe the discussion and/or evidence being record in the 
Check for Understanding worksheet. 
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PART 2Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, ca. 1900 

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Independence Hall, Philadelphia,” Detroit Publishing Co., ca. 1900 
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PART 2Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “In Congress, July 4, 1776. The unanimous declaration of the thirteen United States of America,” 4 July 1776 
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PART 2U.S. Constitution, 1787 

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union...” Constitutional Convention, 
1787 
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PART 2U.S. Constitution, 1787 

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union...” Constitutional Convention, 
1787 
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PART 2Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, September 1787 

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, September 1787 
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 PART 2Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution, 
September 25, 1789 

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Madison, James, “Amendment to the U.S. Constitution,” U.S. Congress, 25 September 1789 
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 PART 2Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution, 
September 25, 1789 

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Madison, James, “Amendment to the U.S. Constitution,” U.S. Congress, 25 September 1789 
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PART 2Be an Image Detective! 

This is an example “Be an Image Detective” worksheet to help guide students in their analysis of images that are primary sources. This version of the 
worksheet is for you, the educator, to utilize. A printable version of this worksheet is available in this topic’s Student Materials PDF. 

Title: 
Who made the image? 
What year? 

What kind of image is it?

 photo drawing/cartoon
 painting advertisement
 something else 

Start with the Basics 
In one sentence, what is happening in this 
image? 

Is the image ...
 ____ black & white ____ color 

What does this tell us about when the image 
was made? 

Is there a caption?
 ____ yes ____ no

 If so, what does the caption tell you? 

Observe ... Look for the Details 

Describe what you see in the image. 

What are the people doing in the image? 

What are the objects used for in the image? 

Put the Pieces Together 
Where do you think this image takes place? 
What is its location? 

What evidence tells you that? 

What time period? 

What evidence tells you that? 

Why do you think this image was made? 

How does this image compare to modern 
times? 

What questions does this image lead you to ask? 
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PART 3 INSTRUCTIONS 

State of Iowa’s Constitution 

? Unit Compelling Question ? Unit Supporting Question 
Why aren’t all rules good rules? What key documents establish the foundation 

of America’s participatory democracy? 

Overview 
Students will consider the question: Why did states create their own constitutions? They will also be 
using the close reading strategy. 

Source Background 
In the early stages of the U.S. government, each state was required to write up their own constitution and Bill 
of Rights so that the power was given to the states. The primary functions of local governments are to provide 
services, such as schools, libraries, police and fire departments, and to make and enforce laws. 

Instructions 
1 

2 

3 

Pose the question: Why did states create their own constitutions? 

Distribute a copy of “Iowa’s Constitution” worksheet to each student. 

Do a close reading of the “Iowa’s Constitution” essay from The 
Goldfinch. 
• First reading: You will read the article aloud to your class. 
• Second reading: Students will read and mark text by underlining 

vocabulary words, drawing a question mark next to parts that need 
clarification. 

Materials 
• ”Iowa’s Constitution” 

essay in The Goldfinch 

• “Iowa’s Constitution” 
worksheet 

4 

• Third reading: Students will re-read a third time as needed while answering the questions from the “Iowa’s 
Constitution” worksheet. If there is time, students can use this suggested document and website to answer 
their own questions: 
– Full Transcript of the Iowa Constitution 
– Iowa Pathways: The Iowa Constitution 

Students will record evidence on the Check for Understanding worksheet to help answer the supporting 
question, “What key documents establish the foundation of America’s participatory democracy?” 

Goldie’s History Kit Connection: To make a deeper Iowa connection, refer to the Think Like… 
Alexander Clark card. Read the biography and discuss the questions. Refer to Iowa Supreme Court 
Judicial Robe and Iowa Legislative Gavels. Discuss the objects and questions. 

Formative Assessment: As students generate questions, listen for the misconceptions that often emerge. Offer 
information to correct misconceptions that will not be addressed in the remainder of the lesson. 

5 
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PART 3“Iowa’s Constitution” Essay in The Goldfinch 

Iowa’s Constitution 
When the U.S. Constitution was ratified by 
the 13 original states, Iowa was not a state. It 
became a part of the United States through 
the Louisiana Purchase in the early nine-
teenth century. The Territory of Iowa was 
created in 1838. People who lived in the 
area voted down the proposition to become 
a state in 1840 and in 1842. They eagerly 
sought statehood, but opposed boundaries 
fixed by the U.S. Congress. 

After people approved new boundaries, the 
first Iowa Constitution (the Constitution of 
1846) was written so that Iowa could be-
come a state. On December 3, 1846, in the 
Stone Capitol at Iowa City, Ansel Briggs was 
inaugurated as first Governor of the State of 
Iowa. A copy of the Constitution of Iowa was 
sent to Washington, D.C. It was approved by 
Congress, and President James Polk gave his 
approval on December 28, 1846. 

As the new state grew, the needs of its peo-
ple changed. These new needs could not be 
met by the first constitution so a constitution-
al convention was called to write a new one. 

No Money in Iowa 
The main drawback of the first Iowa consti-
tution was that it did not allow banks that 
could print and issue money (these were 
called ‘ ‘banks of issue”). Money in the 1840s 
was not like the money we use today. The 
United States government did not print paper 
money at all. Instead, it made gold and silver 
coins. Banks and businesses avoided this 
problem by printing notes (a kind of paper 
money) to use in place of gold or silver. 
In the 1840s and ’50s, there were over 700 
banks in the U. S. Many of these printed their own notes. The value of the notes varied from bank to bank. It was 
impossible to know the current value of the notes of all banks. In Iowa, the Constitution of 1846 prohibited banks of 
issue. They had no official currency. At one time, over 300 kinds of money circulated in Iowa. 

When the new Constitution of 1857 was adopted, a new bank with many branches was begun. This was called the 
State Bank because the state made the rules. The State Bank gave Iowans money they could trust. 

Courtesy of the State Historical Society of Iowa, “Iowa Constitution,” The Goldfinch: Iowa’s Constitution, Vol. 8, No. 3, pp. 6, February 1987 
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PART 3Iowa’s Constitution 

This is an example worksheet that corresponds with the instructions to Part 3 to analyze Iowa’s Constitution. This version of the worksheet is for you, the 
educator, to utilize. A printable version of this worksheet is available in this topic’s Student Materials PDF. 

Iowa’s Constitution: Why did states create their own constitutions? 

When did Iowa 
become a state? 

Who approved Iowa’s 
Constitution? 

Why did Iowa 
and other states 
create their own 
constitution? 

What was the 
problem with Iowa’s 
first constitution and 
how was the problem 
solved? 

Other questions I 
have after reading 
this passage... 
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PART 4 INSTRUCTIONS 

Comparing Preambles of Iowa and U.S. Constitutions 

Unit Compelling Question Unit Supporting Question 
Why aren’t all rules good rules? What key documents establish the foundation? ? 

of America’s participatory democracy? 

Overview 
Students will compare and contrast the Iowa and U.S. preambles to each constitution. 

Source Background 
The preamble to the U.S. Constitution, beginning with the words “We the People,” is a brief introductory statement 
of the Constitution’s fundamental purposes and guiding principles. Courts have referred to it as reliable evidence of 
the founders’ intentions regarding the Constitution’s meaning and what they hoped the Constitution would achieve. 

Instructions 
1 Have students read, compare and contrast the U.S. and Iowa preambles. 

Investigate these questions: 
• What is the purpose(s) of the preamble? 
• How does the preamble to the U.S. Constitution help explain why the 

founders thought Americans needed one? 
• What are the key words in the preamble that embody the country’s 

ideas and Iowa’s ideas? 
• Discuss how the preambles are similar or different. 

2 Students record evidence in the Check for Understanding worksheet 
from the sources to help answer the supporting question: What 
key documents establish the foundation of America’s participatory 
democracy? 

Goldie’s History Kit Connection: To learn about people who 
had to fight for the right to vote, refer to Equality’s Call: The Story 
of Voting Rights in America and discuss the questions. Refer to 
the Think Like… Sue M. Wilson Brown card; read the biography 
and discuss the questions. Refer to the Women’s Suffrage Sash. 
Discuss the object and questions. 

Materials 
• Preamble to the U.S. 

Constitution 

• Preamble to the Iowa 
Constitution 

• Venn diagram 

• Pencil 

• Suggested Book: We the 
Kids: The Preamble to the 
Constitution of the United 
States by David Catrow 

3 Formative Assessment: You, the educator, will observe the discussion and Venn diagram creation. 
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PART 4Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, September 1787 

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, September 1787 
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PART 4Preamble to the Iowa Constitution, September 1787 

Courtesy of Iowa Secretary of State, “Constitution of the State of Iowa,” 1857 
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PART 4Transcript of Preamble to the Iowa Constitution, September 1787 

Transcribed Excerpt from the 
Constitution of the State of Iowa 

Preamble 
WE THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF IOWA, grateful to the Supreme Being for the blessings hitherto 
enjoyed, and feeling our dependence on Him for a continuation of those blessings, do ordain and 
establish a free and independent government, by the name of the State of Iowa, the boundaries whereof 
shall be as follows: 

Courtesy of Iowa Secretary of State, “Constitution of the State of Iowa,” 1857 
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PART 4 WORKSHEET 

Venn Diagram 

This is an example worksheet that corresponds with instructions from Part 4 to compare the preambles in the U.S. and Iowa constitutions. This version of the 
worksheet is for you, the educator, to utilize. A printable version of this worksheet is available in this topic’s Student Materials PDF 
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ASSESSMENT 

Lesson Summative Assessment 

? Unit Compelling Question ? Unit Supporting Question 
Why aren’t all rules good rules? What key documents establish the foundation 

of America’s participatory democracy? 

Assessment Instructions 
1 

2 

3 

Instruct students to assemble the evidence they have collected on their Check for Understanding worksheet 
into an essay. 

Distribute the lesson summative assessment worksheet. Allow students plenty of time to write. Students can 
go back to the sources, worksheet and the answers to their questions as they write. 

Students can use the lesson summative assessment worksheet or regular notebook paper, and they can write 
on notebook paper or even type their essay. Have them keep the worksheet nearby in order to consider the 
prompts that are in each section. 

Assessment Scoring Options 

Proficient Student shows understanding of What key documents establish the foundation of 
America’s participatory democracy with answers that are accurate. 

Developing Mixture of some accurate and some inaccurate parts. 

Beginning Student unable to write any ideas in the given time and/ or ideas are very 
inaccurate. 
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ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET 

Lesson Summative Assessment 

This is an example gathering evidence worksheet that corresponds with the instructions for the lesson supporting 
question assessment. This blank version of the worksheet is for you, the educator, to fill out, add notes and 
utilize. A printable version of this worksheet is available for reproduction in this topic’s Student Materials PDF. 

Lesson Summative Assessment 
Scenario: The founders of the United States are considered geniuses for the government they 
created, especially considering how long it has lasted. Which key documents establish the 
foundation of America’s participatory democracy? Provide evidence and reasoning for your 
essay. 

Introduction 

• Start with a hook 
sentence. 

• Write the context in a 
sentence or two. 
(Refer to pre-lesson 
activity 1) 

• Write the big question 
in your own words in a 
statement. 

• Write your thesis 
(answer) in one 
sentence. 

Category 1 

• Start with topic sentence 
(introduces category) 

• Supporting Evidence 
• Reasoning 

(how evidence connects 
to thesis) 
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ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET 

Lesson Summative Assessment 

Category 2 

• Start with topic sentence 
(introduces category) 

• Supporting Evidence 
• Reasoning 

(how evidence connects 
to thesis) 

Category 3 (if needed) 

• Start with topic sentence 
(introduces category) 

• Supporting Evidence 
• Reasoning 

(how evidence connects 
to thesis) 

Conclusion 

• Restate thesis in a new 
way 

• Give a clincher - a final, 
convincing thought to 
leave with the reader 
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Government, Democracy and Laws 

Amendment 
An amendment is a change or addition to a law is called an amendment. The word usually refers to a change to the 
constitution of a government. 

Articles 
Seven articles, known as the Articles of Confederation, served as the written document that established the 
functions of the national government of the United States after it declared independence from Great Britain. 

Bills of Rights 
The Bill of Rights are the first 10 amendments to the U.S. Constitution. This was ratified in 1791 and guaranteed 
such rights as the freedoms of speech, assembly and the press. 

Constitution 
A constitution is a set of rules that guide how a country, state or other political organization works. The constitution 
may be amended or changed. The U.S. Constitution governs the entire country. 

Democracy 
The word democracy itself means rule by the people. Democracy is a form of government in which the people have 
the authority to deliberate and decide legislation, or to choose governing officials to do so. 

Federal Government 
A federal government is a system of dividing up power between a central national government and local state 
governments that are connected to one another by the national government. In the U.S., the federal government is 
composed of three distinct branches: legislative, executive and judicial. 

Founding 
The act of founding is the establishing or originating an institution or organization. 

Participatory Democracy 
A participatory democracy emphasizes the broad participation of constituents in the direction and operation of 
political systems (people are in power and thus that all democracies are participatory). 

Rights 
Rights are legal, social or ethical principles of freedom or entitlement; that is, rights are the fundamental rules about 
what is allowed of people or owed to people according to some legal system, social convention or ethical theory. 
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GOVERNMENT 

Additional Resources for Educators 

Government, Democracy and Laws Primary Source Set 
This digital source set offers many suffrage primary sources, source-dependent questions and links to additional 
resources. This includes information about U.S. government, democracy and laws. 

George Mason - Virginia Bill of Rights 
This webpage has quotes from George Mason, who was an American planter, politician and delegate to the U.S. 
Constitutional Convention of 1787. He was one of three delegates who refused to sign the Constitution. 

Khan Academy: Democratic Ideals in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution 
This webpage offers perspective about the democratic ideals that led to the development of the Declaration of 
Independence and U.S. Constitution. 

National Constitution Center: Educational Videos 
This organization offers free educational video lessons that feature the museum’s education staff, distinguished 
scholars and even some famous faces who bring America’s democracy and the stories of “We the People” to life. 

Prequel to Independence 
This is a National Archives digital activity to sort documents and images related to the founding of the United States. 

The Iowa Constitution from Iowa PBS 
This webpage from Iowa PBS and Iowa Pathways focuses on the creation and implementation of the Iowa 
Constitution. 

The Mini Page: Amendments 11-26 
This archived article from The Mini Page - an educational children’s newspaper - focuses on the Amendments 11 
through 26 of the U.S. Constitution. 

The Mini Page: Bill of Rights 
This archived issue of The Mini Page - an educational children’s newspaper - focuses on the Bill of Rights. 

The Mini Page: Creating a Federal Government - States and the Constitution 
This reading passage explains the power of the federal government and state governments. 

The Bill of Rights in Translation: What It Really Means by Amie Jane Leavitt 
This book explains the meaning of the Bill of Rights for students. 

The Declaration of Independence in Translation: What It Really Means by Amie Jane Leavitt 
This book explains the meaning of the Declaration of Independence for students. 

We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States by David Catrow 
This book is helpful to inspire discussion in classrooms with an illustrated look at the Preamble of the U.S. 
Constitution and provides an accessible introduction to America’s founding ideals for citizens of all ages. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Government, Democracy and Laws 

Introduction 

A “read aloud” is an effective way to promote language and literacy skills and help encourage a lifelong love of 
reading and learning. This Goldie’s History Kit provides four books related to government, democracy and laws. This 
read aloud activity directly combines literacy and Iowa history in an easily reproduceable format. 

What’s Included 

Each Read Aloud Activity Features 
• Hard copy of the book (if available, digital recording included) 

• Description of the book 

• Reasoning for its inclusion in the kit and connection to Iowa history 

• Text-dependent questions 

Books 
This kit contains the four storybooks listed below. Each book has an activity instruction sheet that provides: a book 
description, a comprehensive explanation of how this book relates to the theme, why it was selected and how it 
aligns with the Iowa Core Literacy and Social Studies Standards. 

• The Constitution Decoded: A Guide to the Document that Shapes Our Nation by Katie Kennedy 

• The U.S. Constitution: Why It Matters to You by Moira Rose Donohue 

•  Equality’s Call: The Story of Voting Rights in America by Deborah Diesen 

• Rescuing the Declaration of Independence: How we Almost Lost the Words that Built America by Anna Crowley 
Redding 

• Unite or Die: How Thirteen States Became a Nation by Jacqueline Jules 

Text-Dependent Questions 
Each book activity instruction sheet also includes three to five text-dependent questions that align with the Iowa 
Core Literacy and Social Studies Standards. These questions can be integrated throughout the read aloud activity or 
after the book is completed to offer a point of reflection for students. Some of the questions are more oriented to 
facilitate a connection between the Goldie’s History Kit theme, Iowa history and/or U.S. history. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Government, Democracy and Laws 

5th Grade 

Read Aloud Table of Contents 
Book: The Constitution Decoded: A Guide to the Document that Shapes Our Nation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .56 

Book: The U.S. Constitution: Why It Matters to You. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .57 

Book: Equality’s Call: The Story of Voting Rights in America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .58 

Book: Rescuing the Declaration of Independence: How We Almost Lost the Words that Built America . . . . . . . . .  .59 

Book: Unite or Die: How Thirteen States Became a Nation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .60 

Suggested Read Aloud Tips 
Below are listed suggestions of how to prepare for a read aloud activity with the additional historical resources 
available in this Goldie’s History Kit. Educators are welcome to adjust the format to best fit their classroom needs. 

Before Read Aloud 
• Start by choosing one of the suggested storybooks to read aloud. To assist in your selection, each book is 

accompanied with a description, reasons for its selection with historical context and relationship to the topic 
and selected state standards. 

• It is recommended that you read the books ahead of time. This allows you to get familiar with the book’s 
content and difficult pronunciations and helps provide context for possible background information to prep 
students before you begin. 

• Read and/or print off text-dependent questions prior to beginning the read aloud. It is up to the educator on 
whether to use the questions during read aloud or after, but this step allows you to become familiar with the 
questions and to denote pages within the storybook to use for a particular text-dependent question. 

• It is encouraged to introduce the overall topic with a brief explanation. You can use the background essay and 
the individual book description to assist in prefacing the book. 

• Expressive reading can be effective in keeping students’ attention and emphasizing points of the book for 
retention. Consider using an expressive voice by changing the volume and tone of your reading to reflect 
different characters or significant events. 

During Read Aloud 
• Draw attention by pointing to characters or objects in the pictures as you read. It is important to bring attention 

to topics, events and specific characters you want to connect to the Read Iowa History lesson plan and the 
topic. 

• Creating a dialogue with students during read aloud enhances engagement. Text-dependent questions are 
provided for each book, but educators are encouraged to include their own. Common questions asked to 
facilitate engagement during read aloud are: “What do you think will happen next?” or “Why would (X) do this? 
What would you have done if you were (X)?” 

• Don’t be afraid to follow participants’ lead. If students have questions or want to go back, if time allows, try to be 
receptive to their observations. It may lead to important exchanges about the story that may not be discussed 
in follow-up questions. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Government, Democracy and Laws 

5th Grade 

After Read Aloud 
• After you have finished reading the book aloud to the class, additional text-dependent questions are an effective 

way to gauge how much students remember from the book and if they can demonstrate an understanding 
of the text. Text-dependent questions were designed to reflect the Iowa Core Literacy and Social Studies 
Standards. 

• If students are struggling to answer the text-dependent questions, feel free to go back to the book and re-read 
passages that could assist in their recollection and application. 

• It is critically important that students are able to make connections between the story they heard and how it 
relates to history in Iowa and around the country. 

– Example: As students explore documents such as the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution 
in part 2 of the Read Iowa History, connect a book from the read aloud, such as The Constitution Decoded: A 
Guide to the Document that Shapes Our Nation. This book is a great resource for exploring the Constitution 
in greater detail. It contains individual chapters covering each of the seven articles, a section on the 
amendments, the Declaration of Independence and the Articles of Confederation. The text contains 
footnotes that explain what the documents mean. 

• Educators are welcome and encouraged to use the primary sources (such as the ones found in the Read Iowa 
History section or online within the Primary Source Sets) or find their own to present to the class. Pass around, 
hold up or project the images for students to view. 

• Ultimately, the purpose of the read aloud wrap-up is to facilitate and evaluate students’ comprehension of the 
subject matter and provide a direct link to history and literacy. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Read Aloud Standards 

Below are the Iowa Core Literacy and Social Studies Standards that specifically align with the read-aloud activities 
in the Goldie’s History Kit about government, democracy and laws. If a book title is listed after the description, this 
signifies that this standard only applies to this book. 

Iowa Core Literacy Standards 
No. Description 

RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama 
respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the 
text (e.g., how characters interact). 

RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 

RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 

RI.5.5 Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, 
ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. 

Iowa Core Social Studies Standards 

No. Description 

SS.5.8. Analyze how rights and laws influence interactions between groups in society. 

SS.5.9. Analyze the strategies that a variety of demographic groups have used to ensure their rights. 

SS.5.10. Describe how the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution impact the decisions of government, society, and/or 
communities. (21st century skills) 

SS.5.11. Explain the processes people use to change rules and laws in the classroom, school, government, 
and/or society. (21st century skills 

SS.5.12 Describe how laws, rules and processes have changed over time in order to restrict, protect, or extend rights. (21st 
century skills) 

SS.5.20. Describe the connections between historical developments that occurred within the same time period. 
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READ ALOUD INSTRUCTIONS 

The Constitution Decoded: A Guide to the Document that 
Shapes Our Nation 

Katie Kennedy 2020 Informational 
Author Year of Publication Book Genre/Type 

Book Description 
This lively illustrated text guides readers through the U.S. Constitution, word for word. Readers will 
walk away not only knowing the words that are included in this founding document, but the ideas and 
implications behind them. Although the Constitution is a dense document, the authors of this guide 
have broken the text down into manageable sections. Each page contains vocabulary, illustrations, 
graphs and charts that make the information more approachable for younger readers. (208 pages) 

Why This Book 
This book is a great resource for exploring the Constitution in greater detail. It contains individual chapters covering 
each of the seven articles, a section on the amendments, the Declaration of Independence and the Articles of 
Confederation. The text contains footnotes that explain what the documents mean. There are also sections called 
“the constitution in action” that give historical context to the application of the Constitution. 

Text-Dependent Questions 
1 

2 

6 

3 

4 

5 

What is the title given to the delegates that helped found the United States and establish the Constitution? 
(pg. 1) 

What power was given to the Congress according to the Constitution? (pg. 11) 

How is a bill signed into law? (pg. 32) 

As commander-in-chief, what is the U.S. president in charge of within the federal government? (pg. 58) 

How does judicial review allow the U.S. Supreme Court to check on another branch of government? (pg. 74) 

Why did amendments need to be made to the Constitution? (pg. 93) 
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READ ALOUD INSTRUCTIONS 

The U.S. Constitution: Why It Matters to You 

Moira Rose Donohue 2019 Informational 
Author Year of Publication Book Genre/Type 

Book Description 
This book provides a simple overview of the U.S. Constitution and its impact upon the government 
of the United States. Key topics include the formation and significance of the U.S. Constitution, the 
responsibilities of Congress, and current issues facing the government. In addition to the main text, each 
page contains images and additional facts that correspond to the topic at hand. (48 pages) 

Why This Book 
The book is divided into five sections. First, readers are introduced to the key events leading up to and following the 
penning of the U.S. Constitution. The next three sections describe the roles of the three branches of government. 
Various topics covered include the formation of laws, the election of a president, and the purpose of the U.S. 
Supreme Court. The final section describes other articles and amendments. 

Text-Dependent Questions 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

What was the responsibility of the delegates at the Constitutional Convention? 

How does the establishment of three branches of government result in the “separation of powers?” 

The United States Congress consists of two houses: the House of Representatives and the Senate. Why is the 
number of representatives determined by a state’s population but the number of senators is the same for every 
state? 

What are the requirements to become president of the United States? 

There are nine U.S. Supreme Court justices. Why did the framers decide on an odd number? 

Name one constitutional amendment that expanded voting rights. 
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READ ALOUD INSTRUCTIONS 

Equality’s Call: The Story of Voting Rights in America 

Deborah Diesen 2020 Nonfiction (Storybook) 
Author Year of Publication Book Genre/Type 

Book Description 
This lyrical story begins in a classroom with a teacher introducing her students to the subject of voting 
rights. Throughout the lesson, the children explore the drafting of the Constitution, the abolition of 
slavery, women’s suffrage and the Voting Rights Act. The book is written as a poem and the refrain “a 
right isn’t right till it’s granted to all’’ reverberates throughout the narrative. The book moves beyond the 
history of voting in America and concludes with a call to continue to promote the dream of democracy. 
The end of the book contains a section that provides an overview of voting-related amendments and 
legislation, as well as, a list of voting rights activists depicted in the book. (48 pages) 

• Listen to the digital recording of the book (read by author) 

Why This Book 
The book begins by addressing the role of the founders in establishing the Constitution. The text moves on to 
address the role of voting, elections and representation; however, many people groups were excluded from this 
right. The various amendments and laws that have influenced voting in America are discussed. Finally, the value of 
learning from the past in order to improve the present is stressed. 

Text-Dependent Questions 

2 

3 

1 

4 

When establishing the United States, what did the founders mean by “consent of the governed?” 

Originally, what people groups were not allowed to vote? 

If the purpose of voting is to make the peoples’ voices heard and elect people to office who represent the 
people, what happens when only a specific group of the population is allowed to vote? 

How did amendments to the Constitution alter voting rights? 
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READ ALOUD INSTRUCTIONS 

Rescuing the Declaration of Independence: How We 
Almost Lost the Words that Built America 

Anna Crowley 2021 Nonfiction (Storybook) 
Redding Year of Publication Book Genre/Type 

Author 

Book Description 
In 1814, the British invaded Washington, D.C., the young capital of the United States. Then Secretary 
of State James Monroe discovered the invasion and gave direct orders to his office clerk, Stephen 
Pleasonton, to move the documents. Within hours, the founding documents of the nation were whisked 
away by faithful citizens to a safe location. Due to this quick response, the Charters of Freedom were 
preserved while the rest of Washington burned to the ground. The book concludes with an author’s note 
that expands upon the history and significance of the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution 
and the Articles of Confederation. (40 pages) 

• Listen to the digital recording of the book 

Why This Book 
This little known story of how Stephen Pleasonton and a number of faithful citizens preserved the founding 
documents of the United States presents readers with a new perspective on the significance of such documents. 
This book demonstrates that without such documents the language used to establish the independence and 
freedoms of the United States government would be lost. These documents are not merely words on a page, but 
symbols of unity and shared principles. 

Text-Dependent Questions 

2 

3 

4 

1 As the office clerk, how did Stephen Pleasonton play a role in preserving the founding documents of the United 
States? 

Today, paper is a common object. Why was it so important for Pleasonton to preserve the Declaration of 
Independence? 

How did other concerned citizens help Pleasonton protect the documents? 

Where is the original Declaration of Independence today? 
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READ ALOUD INSTRUCTIONS 

Unite or Die: How Thirteen States Became a Nation 

Jacqueline Jules 2009 Historical Fiction 
Author Year of Publication (Storybook) 

Book Genre/Type 

Book Description 
Forest Lake Elementary student’s put on a play in which they re-enact the events leading up to the 
establishment of the United States and the formation of the Constitution. Throughout the play, Student’s 
depict the various issues the 13 colonies faced, such as trade and border disputes. The students’ 
dialogue captures the chaos and emotion of the debates during the Constitutional Convention. The play 
concludes with the signing of the Constitution. Additional resources include an afterword and notes 
explaining key questions. (48 pages) 

• Listen to the digital recording of the book 

Why This Book 
Readers are introduced to the key documents and important figures that played a role in shaping the United States 
through this playful take on the events leading up to the signing of the Constitution. The topic of the Constitution 
is more approachable for children in the context of a school play. The script of the play helps readers identify the 
various issues and conflicting positions delegates encountered during their negotiations. The additional resources 
provide instructors with greater context to help address events described in the play. 

Text-Dependent Questions 

2 

3 

1 

4 

5 

When the United States first gained independence from England, what issue did the 13 colonies face? 

How did the 13 colonies fix their trade and border problems? 

Why did the delegates at the Constitutional Convention go to such extreme measures to keep the contents of 
their meeting a secret? 

Why did some states like the idea of a two house Legislature in which the number of delegates was determined 
by the states population size while others disliked this idea? 

What solution did the Connecticut delegation propose? 
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INTRODUCTION 

Government, Democracy and Laws 

Introduction 

The History Mystery activity utilizes historic objects from the State Historical Museum of Iowa’s collection to 
provide students with a unique opportunity to investigate photos of museum artifacts in their own classrooms. 
Students will work as “history detectives” to figure out the nature of the object, its use and its relationship to the 
kit theme. This activity is designed to challenge students to use their skills of deduction, critical thinking and visual 
literacy to identify the multiple artifacts and understand their connections to Iowa History and the theme of the 
kit. History Mystery can be used as an independent student activity or in conjunction with the Read Iowa History 
lesson plan. Educators should explain to students that the goal of the activity is to solve the mystery by searching 
photos (and possibly videos) for visual clues. 

By participating in History Mystery, students will: 
• Use problem-solving and critical thinking skills 
• Analyze clues to deduce the name and use of objects 
• Explore and use background information provided for each object to determine historical significance 
• Make real-world connections between the use of the objects and the kit theme 

What’s Included 

This History Mystery Activity Features 
• Photographs of objects 
• Background information for each object 
• Suggested questions to facilitate students for each object 
• History Mystery worksheet 

Objects 
Each object has photos specifically taken for students to analyze. The photos are printed, laminated and included in 
the kit. Most objects include multiple photos at different angles, close-ups, etc. to provide different perspectives to 
help in their detective work. All images for this History Mystery are available on the USB flash drive included in this 
kit and also in the Google Drive folder. 

Questions 
Each individual object page in the educator materials packet includes questions to help educators encourage, assist 
and further engage students as they attempt this activity. Questions are meant to provoke conversation about the 
object, its relation to the theme of the kit and its connection to Iowa history. 

History Mystery Worksheet with Artifact Interpretation Instructions 
The History Mystery worksheet includes artifact interpretation questions to assist students in analyzing the objects. 
The worksheet is easily reproduceable and meant to be distributed to students. It can also be applied to any activity 
similar to History Mystery, such as having students bring in their own family artifacts. 
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History Mystery Table of Contents 
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Suggested History Mystery Set Up and Implementation 
Below are suggestions of how to prepare for and run a History Mystery activity. The first format shows how to 
integrate the activity with the Read Iowa History lesson plan (refer to Kit Connections). The second suggested 
format is using History Mystery as a standalone, group activity. Educators are welcome to adjust the format to best 
fit their classroom needs. 

Type of Activity Before Activity During Activity 

Kit 
Connections 

Using the objects 
identified with Kit 

Connections 

• Choose which Kit Connection with a History 
Mystery object you would like to use. Kit 
Connections are identifiable by the yellow 
box and Goldie’s icon within the Read Iowa 
History lesson plan. 

• Have the object pages from this manual 
available to you with the object descriptions, 
historical significance and additional 
questions. 

• Choose the most effective, convenient way 
to display the object photos (and possibly 
videos) to the class. 

• If they have not already read it or had it read 
to them, please read aloud the background 
essay. 

• After displaying the photos or video 
of the object, it is recommended that 
students receive one to two minutes 
to silently analyze the object. 

• After the initial analysis, start a 
discussion with the students (one to 
three minutes) to reveal their initial 
thoughts and analysis of the object. 

• Following this time, pose the 
questions connected to the object to 
your students. 

• Remember to connect the objects to 
the kit topic and the lesson currently 
in progress. 
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5th Grade 

Type of Activity Before Activity During Activity 

Group Work 

Standalone activity 
with students 

working together 
in small groups to 
investigate objects 

• Have the object pages from this manual available 
to you with the object descriptions, historical 
significance and additional questions. 

• Separate your students into groups and assign each 
group a photo of an object from the kit. 

• Choose the most effective, convenient way to display 
the object photos (and possibly videos). 

• Instruct students to use the artifact interpretation 
worksheet to assist them as they attempt to 
determine the History Mystery object. 

• Worksheet Options: Either have the students work 
together with one worksheet or have each student 
independently fill in the worksheet and report out 
from the group. 

• If they have not already read it or had it read to 
them, please read aloud the background essay. 

• It is recommended that 
students receive four to 
five minutes to analyze the 
object and fill in the artifact 
interpretation worksheet. 

• Ask student groups to 
present on their objects. 
As they speak, project the 
object on the classroom 
screen. 

• To encourage classroom 
discussion and to make 
connections to the 
topic, ask all or some of 
the questions that are 
associated with each 
object. 
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HISTORY MYSTERY OBJECT INSTRUCTIONS 

Caucus Ballot Container 

Description 
This object is a coffee can that was used as a ballot container for the 2012 caucus for Allen I Township 
in Warren County, Iowa. The 34.5 ounce container is Hy-Vee brand with brown labeling over the 
container’s metal. The container is sitting on its plastic lid. Stuck onto the label is a nametag with 
“Allen I” written on it. Local residents used this container at the Central High School auditorium to cast 
ballots for a candidate running for president. 

Object Significance 
This container helps Americans participate in a presidential caucus. Unlike a primary (or general election), a caucus 
is an informal, public event that is privately run. While sometimes done by people just gathering in different 
groups and doing a head count on who they’re voting for, a container such as this can just as easily be used to hold 
ballots, such as pieces of paper. Although not its intended use, this coffee container shows how an object can be 
transformed into an important object to ensure local Iowans’ participation was counted in the Iowa caucuses. 

Questions about History Mystery Object 
1 

2 

3 

What do you see when you look at this object? What else do you notice? 

The coffee container was used to count votes back in 2012. How might votes possibly have been counted in the 
country’s earlier years? Do you think much has changed in counting votes between those early years and today? 

Township is a level of government between county and town/city levels. Why might the Allen I Township choose 
to caucus with their smaller community rather than join a larger group? 
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HISTORY MYSTERY OBJECT INSTRUCTIONS 

Iowa Caucus Information Folder 

Description (Object Transcript Here) 
This object is a folder and its content was used in Iowa’s 2012 caucus for presidential candidates. The 
Iowa Democratic Party prepared this folder for those working that year’s election event. On the front 
of the folder is a sticker detailing voting precinct information. The sticker states that this folder is for 
a worker at the 64th precinct for Des Moines, Iowa, and includes the election’s address site and name 
and phone number for the site leader. Another sticker is placed at the top of the folder’s front as well 
with information of the county name, precinct, number of delegates and precinct code. 

Object Significance 
This folder is essential in working to ensure American democratic elections take place. The folder contains 23 
items including guides and tools for conducting the caucus process, a letter from then-Senator Tom Harkin and 
information regarding future political activities. With all of the folder’s items, one can see a glimpse of the work that 
goes into running a caucus site. 

Questions about History Mystery Object 
1 

2 

3 

4 

What do you see when you look at this object? What else do you notice? 

Why do you think the folder contains so many items? How do you think the caucus would have gone without 
many of its items? 

Looking at the precinct address one can see the vote is happening at a school. Why do you think a school was 
chosen as the site to hold a caucus? Do you think the location can affect how people participate in caucuses? If 
so, how? 

After looking at this object, refer back to the caucus ballot container. How might both of these objects be used 
in a caucus? 
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HISTORY MYSTERY OBJECT INSTRUCTIONS 

Iowa Supreme Court Judicial Robe 

Description 
This object is a black robe with bell sleeves, a zipper closure on the front and a name label on the 
interior. Linda K. Neuman wore this robe while serving as a judge on the Iowa Supreme Court from 
August 4, 1986, to July 11, 2003. The robe is 44.25 inches by 27.5 inches. 

Object Significance 
Neuman served in Iowa’s judicial system on both sides of cases from 1973 to 2003. At first, Neuman worked for a 
private law firm. In 1977, she became the first woman accepted as a partner at the law firm, a firm open since 1906. 
Three years later, she left her position and became the first woman appointed as a circuit judge to serve the public 
in Scott County, Iowa. By 1982, she became the second woman ever appointed to district judge in Iowa. Neuman’s 
journey didn’t stop there, though, as she went on to become the first woman to serve on the Iowa Supreme Court 
in 1986. Wearing this robe, Neuman served the people of Iowa in interpreting legal conflicts as they arose until her 
retirement in 2003. 

Questions about History Mystery Object 
1 

2 

3 

What do you see when you look at this object? 

Since Iowa’s statehood in 1846, why do you think it took 140 years before a woman was appointed as a judge 
on the Iowa Supreme Court? 

Why is the Supreme Court (state or federal) important in American democracy? Discuss how Iowa’s, and at large 
America’s, democracy might have been affected from not having a woman on the court? 
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HISTORY MYSTERY OBJECT INSTRUCTIONS 

Iowa State Senate and House of Representatives Gavels 

Description 
These objects are two gavels, each used by a leader of one of Iowa’s legislative bodies. The first gavel 
is made from wood with five pieces of laminated together for its cylindrical head and then more for its 
handle. The gavel is 15 inches by 15 inches by 2.875 inches. Iowa Prison Industries created the gavel for 
use by Democrat Jo Ann Zimmerman in the Iowa House of Representatives. 

The second gavel is also made from walnut wood, and consists of a cylindrical head and handle. The 
gavel is 9 inches by 2.5 inches and was created in 1888 for use by Republican William Redman in the 
Iowa Senate. 

Object Significance 
These gavels were used in the proceedings of both the Iowa House of Representatives and Senate to enact what 
became law in Iowa during their use. Zimmerman was elected as leader of the Senate and served as such from 1987 
until 1991. During her time, Zimmerman advocated for the passing of laws aimed at assisting the elderly, healthcare 
reform and advocating for women’s rights. Around 100 years prior, Redman led the Iowa House of Representatives 
from 1888 until 1890. No matter the time, gavels such as these are symbols of authority given to officials people 
have chosen to elect and work toward passing laws. 

Questions about History Mystery Object 
1 

2 

3 

What do you see when you look at this object? What else do you notice? 

A gavel is used to call a session of legislation into order or close it as well as reprimand members who are out of 
line. Why do you think this small, wooden hammer is important in ensuring America’s participatory democracy 
functions? 

A convicted prisoner made Zimmerman’s gavel while employed at Iowa Prison Industries. Sometimes inmates 
cannot vote in elections once they complete their sentences. Discuss the implications of prisoners making 
gavels that will be used by elected officials that they may or may not be able to vote for. 
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HISTORY MYSTERY OBJECT INSTRUCTIONS 

Women’s Suffrage Sash 

Description 
This object is a sash that would have been worn during the American women’s suffrage movement. The 
sash is yellow with “Votes for Women” printed in black letters across it. It is 69.25 inches by 3.5 inches. 

Object Significance 
This sash is important in the ongoing story of working to allow as many Americans as possible to participate in 
democracy. Prior to the 19th Amendment, which was ratified in 1920, women (primarily white women) only had the 
right to vote in a select number of states. That meant that most states did not allow roughly half of their population 
to participate in democracy. Women from across the United States started to rise up and work together to change 
the laws at the state and federal level. To show their support, women wore sashes like this. 

Questions about History Mystery Object 
1 

2 

3 

What do you see when you look at this object? What else do you notice? 

With the exception of New Jersey, where women had the right to vote between 1797 and 1807, many of the first 
states to adopt women’s suffrage were western states. Discuss why this might have been. 

Some women’s suffrage groups worked with and supported voting equality for African Americans. Discuss why 
this might have been. What are the benefits or drawbacks for doing this? 
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HISTORY MYSTERY OBJECT INSTRUCTIONS 

Candidate Business Card 

Description 
Robert E. Patten of Des Moines, Iowa, printed this card for Republican candidate Corrie Holland for the 
position of “Precinct Committewoman of Precinct 52.” The text below that of the position states “Will 
Appreciate Your Vote, Primary Election June 1, 1942.” The card is 2 by 3.5 inches. 

Object Significance 
This card demonstrates how candidates have promoted themselves in the past. Holland is running to become the 
leader of Precinct 52 of Des Moines, Iowa. As committeewoman for Republicans in the small area, Holland would 
have been a direct link between local voters and the political party at large. The card highlights how important it is 
for Americans to participate in democracy, like voting, even their local elections. 

Robert E. Patten (1883-1968), the man who printed this card, must be mentioned as he was a key African-American 
figure for decades in Des Moines, Iowa. Clark was part of three generations of an African-American family in Des 
Moines. Patten opened a print shop in Des Moines’ Center Street neighborhood, where he produced or sold printed 
orders, such as this card, between 1910 and 1960. Patten was involved in many community organizations, holding 
multiple roles within the local and statewide African-American community. This card demonstrates how Patten 
helped to keep voters informed of information regarding elections so as they can know when and where to make 
their voices heard. 

Questions about History Mystery Object 
1 

2 

3 

What do you see when you look at this object? What else do you notice? 

In 1942, women in the United States, and Iowa, would have only had the full right to vote for 22 years, let alone 
hold political positions. Why might candidates like Holland use Patten to print this card? 

Those running for local elections don’t spend as much money on proportions as those running for state and 
national elections, typically. Discuss the benefits of Holland using cards to promote her candidacy. What are the 
drawbacks? 

70 



 
 

HISTORY MYSTERY OBJECT INSTRUCTIONS 

Election Returns Dance Poster 

Description (Object Transcript Here) 
A poster advertising an event celebrating election results taking place at Blue Circle Hall. The hall can 
be found at the city’s intersection of 4th and Grand with Ray Dysart’s Xylo Sax Harmony Band providing 
music. The poster reads of the event taking place on November 7, 1922, with admission only costing 50 
cents for the public. The poster is a 15 inch by 10.875 inch piece of paper with black text. 

Object Significance 
This poster is seen as a public celebration of American democracy. It advertises a dance that was held on the night of 
an election. At the dance, people gathered together at a time when the results would be announced. 

This was produced by Robert Patten of Des Moines, who was a prolific job printer and preserver of African-
American history in Iowa, predominantly Polk County. Patten’s home and print shop were located in the Center 
Street neighborhood at 821 and 823 14th Street. Both were destroyed as part of urban renewal in the 1960s, but his 
son-in-law, W. Lawrence Oliver, and granddaughter, Barbara Oliver-Hall, arranged for the items in the print shop to 
be removed and stored. Patten’s son, E. Hobart De Patten, donated the collection in 1995. 

Questions about History Mystery Object 
What do you see when you look at this object? What else do you notice? 

Although we do not know the sponsor, do you think organizers themselves know the election results? Discuss 
why or why not. 

How does this event compare to election celebrations today? What is the same? What is different? 

1 

2 

3 
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HISTORY MYSTERY WORKSHEET 

Analyze History Mystery Objects 

This is an example worksheet that corresponds with the instructions to analyze the objects from History Mystery. 
This version of the worksheet is for you, the educator, to utilize. A printable version of this worksheet is available in 
this kit’s Student Materials packet on the USB flash drive and Google Drive folder. 

Analyze an Object 

1 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

2 
2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 

Continued on next page. 
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HISTORY MYSTERY WORKSHEET 

Analyze History Mystery Objects 

3 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

4 
2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 

1. What does it look like? 
Think about size, shape and color. 

4. Do you see any signs of wear? 
Does it mean anything about how the object was used? 

5 
2. What is the object made from? 
Is it one or more materials combined? 

5. What year or time period do you think it is from? 
Why do you think it was from that year? 

3. Is there any writing or details? 
If yes, what does it tell you about the object? 

6. Who is the owner? 
Write a brief description of the owner. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Government, Democracy and Laws 

Introduction 

The “Think Like...” activity includes a set of cards to encourage students to think about history through multiple 
perspectives. The cards feature questions students can use to guide their process of understanding about 
government, democracy and laws from individuals with varying interests and priorities. Every kit includes five 
universal cards (geographer, economist, journalist, economist and political scientist) and two additional cards that 
specifically highlight individuals connected to the topic (Alexander Clark, Sue M. Wilson Brown). Each card provides 
background information about a notable Iowan to provide an Iowa history connection to reference as they work on 
the questions. 

Think Like... Activity Table of Contents 
Card: Think Like Alexander Clark. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .77 

Card: Think Like Sue M. Wilson Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .78 

Card: Think Like a Geographer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .79 

Card: Think Like an Economist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .80 

Card: Think Like a Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .81 

Card: Think Like a Political Scientist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .82 

Card: Think Like a Journalist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .83 

What’s Included 

Think Like... Cards Feature 
• Pack of seven cards 
• Each card Includes 

– Definition of card description (ex: the job of a geographer) 
– Questions to guide the connection between the card and the topic 
– Brief biography of a notable Iowan in that profession 

Questions 
The questions with the five universal cards (in every kit) are broad enough that they can relate to any topic. Some 
cards are more applicable than others to this topic, but each question is open-ended and can push students to think 
about a topic from multiple perspectives. For instance, thinking about what key documents establish the foundation 
of America’s participatory democracy may be an easier application than thinking about it from the perspective of a 
geographer. The Iowan featured on the back of the card is a unique element of these cards that allows students to 
make local, real-life connections between Iowa history and the kit topic. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Government, Democracy and Laws 

5th Grade 

Suggested Think Like... Activity Set Up and Implementation 
Below are suggestions of how to prepare for and run a Think Like... card activity. The first format shows how to 
integrate the activity with the Read Iowa History lesson plan (refer to Kit Connections). The second suggested 
format is using Think Like... cards as a standalone, group activity. Educators are welcome to adjust the format to 
best fit their classroom needs. 

Type of Activity Before Activity During Activity 

Kit 
Connections 

Using the Think 
Like... cards with 
Kit Connections 

• Choose which Kit Connection with a 
Think Like... card you would like to use. 

• If connected to an object or primary 
source from the kit, have the source 
images available to you with the source 
descriptions, historical significance and 
additional questions (if applicable). 

• Choose the most effective, convenient 
way to display the Think Like… card 
questions and the primary source images 
(if applicable) to the class. 

• If they have not already read it or had 
it read to them, please read aloud the 
background essay. 

• Provide students with a description of 
the profession they will think like, as well 
as the biography of the Iowan who had 
the same career, if appropriate. 

• Provide students with the Think Like… 
questions and display connected 
primary source image (if applicable). 

• Pose the Think Like… questions to your 
students to connect with the source, 
lesson or topic of the kit. 

• To encourage classroom discussion and 
to make connections to the topic, ask all 
or some of the questions, if provided, 
that are associated with each card or 
source to the entire class 

Type of Activity Before Activity During Activity 

Group Work 

Standalone activity 
with students 

working together in 
small groups to use 
Think Like... Cards 

• Separate your students into groups. 
Assign each group a different Think 
Like... card from the kit. 

• Choose the most effective, convenient 
way to display the card’s questions for 
the groups. The questions on the cards 
work best when paired with a museum 
object, a primary source from the kit or 
directly linked to the topic of the kit. 

• If they have not already read it or had 
it read to them, please read aloud the 
background essay. 

• It is recommended that students receive 
four to five minutes to read and answer 
the questions on the Think Like... card. 

• Ask groups to present their answers to 
the questions. As they speak, project the 
Think Like... card on the screen. 

• Following their answers, open the 
discussion to the class for other ideas or 
answers regarding the questions. 

• Remember to connect the Think Like... 
questions to the kit topic and the lesson 
currently in progress. 
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GOVERNMENT, DEMOCRACY AND LAWS INSTRUCTIONS 

Think Like... Alexander Clark Card 

Think Like Alexander Clark 

• Do you think Alexander Clark’s involvement in the Civil War 
encouraged him to become a suffrage advocate for African-
American men? How? 

• Following the Civil War, African-American men were given 
the right to vote in Iowa. Why do you think women were not 
allowed the right to vote at this time? 

• Clark is known for his civil rights advocacy in Iowa history. What 
do you think is his greatest accomplishment? Why? 

  

  

 

  

Alexander Clark (1826-1891) 
Born in Pennsylvania in 1826 as the son of a 
formerly-enslaved person, Clark was encouraged to 
pursue an education. When he was 16, he moved to 
Bloomington (now Muscatine) and opened a barber 
shop. He petitioned to repeal discriminatory laws and 
organized the first unit of African-American soldiers 
to fight in the Civil War. In 1867, the Muscatine school 
board said Clark’s daughter, Susan, could not attend 
the same public school as white children. Clark sued 
and in 1868, the Iowa Supreme Court ruled in his 
favor, stating all children could attend a common 
school. Clark also was instrumental in having the 
word “white” struck from the Iowa Constitution so 
all men could vote. His son became the first African 
American to graduate from the University of Iowa’s 
law school, and Clark himself graduated five years 
later. Clark was appointed U.S. minister to Liberia. 
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GOVERNMENT, DEMOCRACY AND LAWS INSTRUCTIONS 

Think Like... Sue M. Wilson Brown Card 

Think Like Sue M. Wilson 
Brown 
• Sue Brown fought tirelessly for the rights of all African 

Americans, but especially for Black women. Discuss reasons for 
this focus combined with her fight for women’s suffrage. 

• The NAACP pledged “to promote equality of rights and 
eradicate caste or race prejudice among citizens of the United 
States ... to increase their opportunities for securing justice in 
the courts, education for their children, employment according 
to their ability.” Why do you think Brown and her husband 
would want to open a chapter in Des Moines? 

  

  

Sue M. Wilson Brown (1877-1941) 
Sue Wilson Brown was born in Virginia, but 
graduated from Oskaloosa High School, and 
moved to Des Moines. Brown dedicated her life to 
improving the status of African Americans on both 
a state and national level and to women’s suffrage. 
She founded the Des Moines League of Colored 
Women Voters in 1912 and the Des Moines Mary 
Church Terrell Club. As president of the Iowa 
Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs from 1915 
to 1917, Brown worked with the Polk County 
Suffrage Association to further the cause. She and 
her husband established a Des Moines chapter of 
the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) and Brown became the 
first female president of this chapter in 1925. 
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GOVERNMENT, DEMOCRACY AND LAWS INSTRUCTIONS 

Think Like... a Geographer Card 

Think Like a Geographer 
A person who studies the environment and how it impacts people. 

• Describe details about this location. What do you notice that 
can help figure out where this place is located? What is unique? 

• Why would people move to or leave this place? 

• How would people travel to this location? How has traveling to 
this location changed over time? 

• Describe details about people who live here and how they 
impact the location? How does the location impact the people 
who live there? 

   

 

  

  

 

Ira Cook (1821-1902) 
Much like how a geographer studies the land, 
a land surveyor is someone who measures 
land areas in order to determine boundaries 
for settlers to purchase. Ira Cook was one of 
many Iowans to receive a contract from the 
government to be a land surveyor when Iowa 
territory had to be measured. Cook endured 
tough conditions, long journeys by foot and 
wagon and harsh weather from 1849-1853 
as he crossed the state measuring the land. 
He was elected mayor of Des Moines, Iowa, 
in 1861 and later moved to Washington, D.C., 
to become Deputy United States Revenue 
Collector in 1864. 
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GOVERNMENT, DEMOCRACY AND LAWS INSTRUCTIONS 

Think Like... an Economist Card 

Think Like an Economist 
A person who studies the ways people make a living. 

• Describe the people in relation to the location. What jobs or 
occupations do you think people had? Why do you say that? 
How do you think they met their needs and wants? 

• How do decisions made by individuals affect themselves and 
the economy? 

• How do decisions made by businesses affect people? 

• How do jobs impact people and the economy? Describe what 
happens when jobs are lost. 

  

  

 

  

 Voltaire Twombly (1842-1918) 
Voltaire P. Twombly was elected Treasurer 
of Iowa in January 1885. The treasurer 
officially oversees the state’s revenue and 
finances. He served three terms in the 
position before stepping down in 1891. Not 
only was Twombly financially savvy, he also 
was a war hero. During the Battle of Fort 
Donelson during the Civil War, he picked up 
and carried his regiment’s national colors 
after three other members of his regiment 
were killed or incapacitated by Confederate 
fire while attempting to secure the flag. 
Twombly received a Medal of Honor in 
1897 for his heroic deeds during the battle. 
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GOVERNMENT, DEMOCRACY AND LAWS INSTRUCTIONS 

Think Like... a Historian Card 

Think Like a Historian 
A person who explains changes that happened in the past. 

• What happened in the past? Why is it important to understand 
what has happened in the past? 

• How did past decisions or actions significantly transform 
people’s lives? 

• What has changed or stayed the same over time? Who 
benefited from the change? Why? Who did not benefit? Why? 

• Who or what made changes happen? Who supported the 
change? Who didn’t? Why? 

  

  

  

  

Louise Noun (1908-2002) 
Louise Frankel Rosenfield Noun spent her 
life preserving and sharing Iowa history. She 
was born in Des Moines to Meyer Rosenfield, 
owner of the Younker’s department store, 
and Rose Frankel Rosenfield, a suffrage-
supporting mother. Noun and Mary Louise 
Smith, the former chair of the Republican 
National Committee, worked together to 
found the Iowa Women’s Archives at the 
University of Iowa Main Library. The archives 
include important manuscripts and papers 
which record women’s history in Iowa. Louise 
Noun also authored numerous books and 
papers regarding feminist history in Iowa. 

Photo Courtesy of Louise Rosenfield Noun Papers, Iowa Women’s Archives, University of Iowa Libraries, Iowa City 
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GOVERNMENT, DEMOCRACY AND LAWS INSTRUCTIONS 

Think Like... a Political Scientist Card 

Think Like a Political Scientist 
A person who studies governments and how they work. 

• What problems might people have faced in this society? 

• What rights do people have? What rights are people missing? 

• What might lead to people being treated fairly? What might 
lead to people being treated unfairly? 

• What information can be gathered about trends at this location 
or time period that might change or impact the future? 

   

 

  

  

 

George Gallup (1901-1984) 
A native of Jefferson, Iowa, and graduate 
of the University of Iowa, George Gallup 
invented the now famous Gallup Poll. The 
Gallup Poll is a method of survey sampling 
(asking different people the same question 
for their answers) to help figure out public 
opinion. Polls are important for elections 
and helpful for political scientists. The first 
instance of using the Gallup Poll for politics 
was the 1932 campaign of Gallup’s mother-
in-law, Ola Babcock Miller, who successfully 
ran for Iowa Secretary of State. 
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GOVERNMENT, DEMOCRACY AND LAWS INSTRUCTIONS 

Think Like... a Journalist Card 

Think Like a Journalist 
A person who tells others about the story. 

• What are the major headlines of this historical topic? 

• What people would you want to interview? What questions 
would you ask? 

• What details are needed to tell this particular story to people 
not from this area? 

• Why is it important to share news about what is happening at 
this time period or this location? 

   

  

  

  

 

George Mills (1906-2003) 
There was not a story developing within 
the Iowa Capitol’s hallways or chambers 
that George Mills did not cover for The Des 
Moines Register newspaper. Mills covered 
events and political news at the capitol 
building from 1943-1971 and later served 
as a reporter for television station WHO-
TV. From 1943 to 1954, Mills was also the 
Iowa correspondent for Time, Life and 
Fortune magazines, writing Iowa stories for 
a national audience. 
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GOVERNMENT, DEMOCRACY AND LAWS Iowa Core Social Studies Standards Chart 

No. Description 
Read 
Iowa 

History 

Read 
Aloud 

History 
Mystery 

Think 
Like... 

SS.5.1. Identify the disciplinary concepts and ideas associated with a compelling question. 

SS.5.2. Use supporting questions to help answer the compelling question in an inquiry. X 
SS.5.3. Determine the credibility of multiple sources. X 
SS.5.4. Identify evidence that draws information from multiple perspectives and sources in response to a compelling question. X 
SS.5.5. With teacher direction, construct responses to compelling questions supported by reasoning and evidence. 

SS.5.6. Identify challenges and opportunities when taking action to address problems, including predicting possible results. 

SS.5.7. Use a range of consensus-building and democratic procedures to make decisions about and act on civic problems in the classroom. 

SS.5.8. Analyze how rights and laws influence interactions between groups in society. X 
SS.5.9. Analyze the strategies that a variety of demographic groups have used to ensure their rights. X 

SS.5.10. Describe how the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution impact the decisions of government, society, and/or 
communities. (21st century skills) X 

SS.5.11. Explain the processes people use to change rules and laws in the classroom, school, government, and/or society. (21st century skills) X X 
SS.5.12. Describe how laws, rules and processes have changed over time in order to restrict, protect, or extend rights. (21st century skills) X X 
SS.5.13. Describe how goods and services are produced and distributed domestically and globally. 

SS.5.14. Explain how various levels of government use taxes to pay for the goods and services they provide. 

SS.5.15. Explain how trade impacts relationships between countries. 

SS.5.16. Demonstrate ways to monitor how money is spent and saved. (21st century skills) 

SS.5.17. Give examples of financial risks that individuals and households face. (21st century skills) 

SS.5.18. Investigate ways that personal information is fraudulently obtained. (21st century skills) 

SS.5.19. Create geographic representations to illustrate how cultural and environmental characteristics of a region impacted a historical 
event. 

SS.5.20. Analyze how rules and laws encourage or restrict human population movements to and within the United States of America. X 
SS.5.21. Describe the connections between historical developments that occurred within the same time period. X 
SS.5.22. Explain how economic, political, and social contexts shaped people's perspectives at a given time in history. X 

SS.5.23. Using information from within a primary source, infer the intended audience, purpose, and how the creator's intended audience 
shaped the source. X 

SS.5.24. Explain probable causes and effects of historical developments. X 
SS.5.25. Develop a claim about the past and cite evidence to support it. X 
SS.5.26. Analyze Iowa's role in civil rights history. X X 

84 



 
  

 
  
 

 
  

 
  
  
 
 

  

  

GOVERNMENT, DEMOCRACY AND LAWS Iowa Core Literacy Standards Chart 

No. Description 
Read 
Iowa 

History 

Read 
Aloud 

History 
Mystery 

Think 
Like... 

RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to 
challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. X 

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., 
how characters interact). X 

RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. X X 

RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text based on specific information in the text. X X 

RI.5.5 Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, 
concepts, or information in two or more texts. X 

W.5.1 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 
• Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped 

to support the writer’s purpose. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
• Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). 
• Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

X 

W.5.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
• Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting 

(e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
• Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
• Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
• Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

X 

W.5.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or 
paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. X 

W.5.9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
• a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a 

story or a drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”). 
• b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 

particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s] 

X 

*Only Iowa Core Literacy Standards applied in the Goldie’s History Kit are listed. 
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GOVERNMENT, DEMOCRACY 
Goldie’s History Kit Inventory List AND LAWS 

Goldie’s History Kit - Government, Democracy and Laws Manual 

Book 1: The Constitution Decoded: A Guide to the Document that Shapes Our Nation by Katie 
Kennedy 

Book 2: The U.S. Constitution: Why It Matters to You by Moira Rose Donohue 

Book 3: Equality’s Call: The Story of Voting Rights in America by Deborah Diesen 

Book 4: Rescuing the Declaration of Independence: How We Almost Lost the Words that Built 
America by Anna Crowley Redding 

Book 5: Unite or Die: How Thirteen States Became a Nation by Jacqueline Jules 

History Mystery Object Photos 
• Caucus Ballot Container 
• Iowa Caucus Information Folder 
• Iowa Supreme Court Judicial Robe 
• Iowa State Senate and House of Representatives Gavels 
• Women’s Suffrage Sash 

• Candidate Business Card 
• Election Returns Dance Poster 

7 Think Like... Cards 
• Alexander Clark 
• Sue M. Wilson Brown 
• Ira Cook - Geographer 
• Voltaire Twombly - Economist 
• Louise Noun - Historian 
• George Gallup - Political Scientist 
• George Mills - Journalist 

USB Flash Drive 
• Student Worksheets and Vocabulary Cards 
• Read Iowa History Primary Sources 
• Photos of History Mystery Objects 
• Digital Version of Think Like... Cards 
• Digital Version of Government, Democracy and Laws Educator Manual 

Goldie’s History Kit Container 
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