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Biographical Information

Birth Date; 1832

Birth Place; Kentucky

Death Date: 3 Jul 1913

Death Place: Bedford, Taylor County, lowa

Place of Burial: Bedford, Taylor County, lowa

Photos of Gravestone? [ ] Yes [Hl] No Photo Source:

Father's Name; Ellis

Father's Birth Date:

Father's Birth Place:

Father's Death Date:

Father's Death Place:

Father's Place of Burial:

Mother's Name: Unknown

Mother's Birth Date:

Mother's Birth Place:

Mother's Death Date:

Mother's Death Place:

Mother's Place of Burial:

Spouse (s) Marriage Location Marriage Date

George Ashford Page County, lowa 16 Sep 1869

Children Birth Date Birth Place

William Ashford 1854 Andrew County, Missouri

Anna Ashford 1857 Andrew County, Missouri
James Ashford 1859 Andrew County, Missouri
Richard Ashford 1861 Andrew County, Missouri
Tilford W. Ashford Feb 1862 or 1863 Page County, lowa

Andrew John Ashford 27 May 1870 Clarinda, Page County, lowa
Napoleon Bonaparte Ashford 26 Jul 1872 Clarinda, Page County, lowa
Clinton Dewitt Colman Ashford 1 Oct 1874 Clarinda, Page County, lowa
Tault E. Ashford (Talton) 1876 Clarinda, Page County, lowa
Joshua Ashford 14 Jan 1878 Clarinda, Page County, lowa
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Biographical Information (continued)

Profession:

Education:

Church Membership:

Public Offices - Local:

Public Offices - State:

Public Offices - National:

Political Party:

Military Service:

Civic Organizations:

Are there photographs, portraits or drawings associated with the individual and/or family?[_] Yes [Hl] No
If yes, please list and describe on page 6.

Ethnicity
] African (] European American
(W] African American (] Hispanic American
(] American Indian (] Mixed Race (Mulatto, Creole, etc.)
[ ] Asian [] other:

[ Asian American

Historic Property/Place Association

Historic Property/Place Name: N/A

Address (if rural, please provide section, township and range):
Is the property or place extant? [ ] Yes [_] No
lowa Site Inventory File? [ ]ves [ INo Number:

Archaeological Site File? [ Ives [INo Number:

National Register of Historic Places? [_] Yes [_] No Number:

Are there photographs, portraits or drawings associated with the historic place? ] Yes [Hl] No
If yes, please st and describe on page 7.

Additional Notes:

Date Listed:
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STATE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD IN IOWA
600 East Locust St. | Des Moines, IA 50319

OFFlCE OF |OWA iowa.history@iowa.gov
iowaculture.gov
I0WA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Name of Individual or Family: SOPhia Ashford (Green)

Underground Railroad Associations

Role in the Underground Railroad (select all that apply):

[] Abolitionist (W] Free African

] Anti-Abolitionist/Pro-Slavery (W] Freedom Seeker/Runaway Slave
(] Anti-Slavery (] Kidnapper/Bounty Hunter

[ Associated with James Lane [ Slave

[ Associated with John Brown [ Slave Owner

[ Conductor/Agent [] Station Master

(] Contraband [ Unknown Status

Member of a National or State Anti-Slavery Society? [ | Yes [H] No

[_] American Anti-Slavery Society [ lowa Anti-Slavery Society

(] Illinois Anti-Slavery Society [ Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society

(] Other:

Member of a Local Anti-Slavery Society in lowa? [_] Yes [H] No

(] Crawford Township Anti-Slavery Society (Washington County, lowa) (1 Lee County Anti-Slavery Society (Lee County, lowa)
[ Denmark Anti-Slavery Society (Denmark, lowa) [_] Salem Anti-Slavery Society (Salem, lowa)

[ Des Moines County Anti-Slavery Society (Des Moines County, lowa) [_] Scott County Anti-Slavery Society (Scott County, lowa)
[ Johnson County Anti-Slavery Society (Johnson County, lowa) [_] washington Anti-Slavery Society (Washington, lowa)

Kansas Free State Cause in lowa Committee Member? [_| Yes [l No

Agent or Member of the American Home Missionary Society? [ ] Yes [H] No
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UNDERGROUND RAILROAD IN IOWA
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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Name of Individual or Family: Sophia Ashford (Green)

Residences
Residence Locations of Individual and/or Family Dates Present
Kentucky 1832 - before 1854
Andrew County, Missouri by 1854 - 1862 or 1863
Page County, lowa by 1862 or 1863 - after 1880, before 1910
Seward, Nebraska with son Napoleon after 1880, by 1910
Bedford, Taylor County, lowa by death in 1913
Notes
References

Year: 1870; Census Place: Harlan, Page, lowa; Roll: M593 414; Page: 437B; Image: 139; Family History Library Film:
545913

Year: 1880; Census Place: Harlan, Page, lowa; Roll: 359; Family History Film: 1254359; Page: 464A; Enumeration
District: 156; Image: 0108

Year: 1910; Census Place: Seward Ward 2, Seward, Nebraska; Roll: T624_855; Page: 14B; Enumeration District:
0176; FHL microfilm: 1374868

Ancestry.com. lowa, Select Marriages Index, 1809-1992 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations, Inc, 2014.

Ancestry.com. lowa, Deaths and Burials, 1850-1990 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations,
Inc, 2014

http://person.ancestry.com/tree/101593093/person/150010832806/facts Ancestry.com public tree for Ashford family
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STATE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD IN IOWA
600 East Locust St. | Des Moines, IA 50319

OFFICE OF IOWA e o

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Name of Individual or Family: Sophia Ashford (Green)

Notes

Sophia Ellis or Green was born enslaved about 1832 in Kentucky. Sometime before her first child
was born in 1854, she was taken to Andrew County, Missouri. There, she and George Ashford had
four children: William, Anna, James and Richard. In either 1862 or 1863, during the Civil War, the
family made its way to Clarinda, Page County, lowa. Thei six more children were born: Tilford,
Andrew John, Napoleon Bonaparte, Clinton Dewitt Colman, Talton E. and Joshua Ashford. Sophia
was active in the Second Baptist Church along with her husband George who also preached. They
were formally married September 16, 1869 in Page County. George died in 1878, and Sophia was
left a widow with four young sons to raise. Son John A. became a preacher in Clarinda, Clinton and
Talt played in the Clarinda Colored Band, and Clinton worked as a baggage rustler and handyman
at the Linderman Hotel. Talton enlisted in the Army and fought in Cuba in 1898, but died at camp in
Lexington, Fayette, Kentucky after contracting fever. He is buried there. Tilford and William both
moved to Cheyenne, Wyoming where they worked as barbers; Clinton and Andrew J both moved to
Waterloo, lowa where they were hotel cooks in 1930 and both died in Chicago in the mid 1960s.
Napoleon moved to Lincoln, Nebraska where he worked as a hotel cook in 1930 and died in 1967.
Sophia remained active in church work. She moved to Lincoln, Nebraska in the early 1900s to live
with son Napoleon. At her death on July 3, 1913, she was buried in Bedford, Taylor County, lowa.

References

Year: 1870; Census Place: Harlan, Page, lowa; Roll: M593_414; Page: 437B; Image: 139; Family History Library Film: 545913

Year: 1880; Census Place: Harlan, Page, lowa; Roll: 359; Family History Film: 1254359; Page: 464A; Enumeration District: 156; Image: 0108

Year: 1910; Census Place: Seward Ward 2, Seward, Nebraska; Roll: T624_855; Page: 14B; Enumeration District: 0176; FHL microfilm: 1374868

Ancestry.com. lowa, Select Marriages Index, 1809-1992 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc, 2014.

Ancestry.com. lowa, Deaths and Burials, 1850-1990 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc, 2014
http://person.ancestry.com/tree/101593093/person/150010832806/facts Ancestry.com public tree for Ashford family

Ancestry.com. U.S., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2012. for Talt Ashford and Tilford Ashford
Year: 1900; Census Place: Cheyenne Ward 3, Laramie, Wyoming; Roll: 1827; Page: 1A; Enumeration District: 0038; FHL microfilm: 1241827 for Tilford Ashford
Registration State: lowa; Registration County: Black Hawk; Roll: 1643362 U.S., World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 for Clinto D C Ashford Clarinda Herald
13 Jan 1894 Sophia active in church

Clarinda Herald 7 Oct 1898 p. 1 Talt Ashford dead, http://clarinda.advantage- preservation.com/Viewer/?key=ashford&pbd=01/01/1884-
12/31/1920&fn=the_clarinda_herald_usa_iowa_clarinda_18981007_english_1&page=9&serppageno=5

Clarinda Herald 26 Apr 1895 Clinton baggage handler

Clinton Herald 10 Oct 1888 Ashfords in Clarinda Colored Band

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD IN IOWA BIOGRAPHICAL FORM 50F14



STATE
OFFICE OF IOWA

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Name of Individual or Family: Sophia Ashford (Green)

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD IN IOWA
600 East Locust St. | Des Moines, IA 50319
iowa.history@iowa.gov

iowaculture.gov

Photographs Associated with Individual/Family

Please list and describe photographs, portraits or drawings.

References
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Photographs Associated with Historic Property/Place

Please list and describe photographs, portraits or drawings.

References
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Underground Railroad Activities

References
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Abolitionist or Anti-Slavery Activities

References

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD [N I0WA BIOGRAPHICAL FORM

9 0F 14



STATE
OFFICE OF IOWA

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Name of Individual or Family: SOPhia Ashford (Green)

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD IN IOWA
600 East Locust St. | Des Moines, IA 50319
iowa.history@iowa.gov

iowaculture.gov

Anti-Abolitionist or Pro-Slavery Activities

References
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Connections

References
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Association with John Brown

References
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Association with James Lane

References
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Researchers
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Update Information
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