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Goldie at Home: Movies & Film

INSTRUCTIONS WEEK 16

Connection to Iowa History
Iowan Don Hall is an animator and Academy Award winner. Don was born 
in Glenwood, Iowa, on March 8, 1969, and graduated from the University 
of Iowa with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in drawing and painting. 
During his ongoing career with Walt Disney Animation Studios, he co-
directed Winnie the Pooh and Moana. Besides directing, he also served as 
a voice actor in Meet the Robinsons and The Princess and the Frog. In 2015, 
he won the Oscar for Best Animated Feature for serving as the primary 
director of Big Hero 6. 

Activity Overview: Iowa has provided the backdrop for many Hollywood films throughout the years. 
This Goldie at Home activity shows how to draw the State Historical Society of Iowa’s friendly mascot, Goldie 
the Goldfinch, with instruction provided by Iowan Don Hall of Disney animation fame.

This activity connects to the upcoming Iowa History 101 Series - Iowans at Play: Film on July 9 at 12 p.m. 
Register in advance to join this webinar with State Curator Leo Landis.

Instructions
Follow along with Disney animator Don Hall as he recreates Goldie on paper. You 
can use the steps below to help guide your drawing, or you can watch this video of 
his instruction here. 

Near the top of the paper, draw a round circle. This will be for Goldie’s head.

On the lower fourth of the circle, slightly extend the circle out on two sides to form the round cheeks.

Instructions continued on next page
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Materials
 •  Paper (to draw on)

 • Pencil

 • Eraser

https://iowaculture.gov/history/iowa-history-101-series
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/4815881746417/WN_BTCVqoszSh2DqjEsxCFRYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=983&v=NtXjXNJItw8&feature=emb_title
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Next, right beneath the circle, draw a large pear shape for the body. This shape should be larger than the circle.

Block in the feet beneath the pear shape. Draw two rectangles coming down from the pear shape. These are  
Goldie’s legs. At the bottom of the rectangles, draw a triangle with long, sloping sides for the feet.

Moving back up to the top circle, draw two smaller circles near the middle of Goldie’s face.

Beneath the two smaller circles, draw a small, rounded triangle. Right below that, draw an upside-down small 
rounded triangle to form the beak.

Instructions continued on next page
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Next, block in both arms on the side of the pear shape.

Finally, add some lines near the top of the head shape and between the eyes for her mohawk of feathers.

Additional Activity
Once you have mastered drawing Goldie, create and draw a fun story about Goldie’s adventures using the  
previous Goldie at Home storyboard activity.

Questions to Spark Learning
 •  If you were making a movie about Iowa, which historical figure or event from Iowa’s past would you 

choose? Why?
 •  Places in Iowa such as Madison County’s covered bridges and the “Field of Dreams” in Dyersville have 

been featured in films. What other landmarks or places in Iowa do you think should take center stage in a 
movie? Why?

 •  Many movies, television and streaming shows, as well as commercials, are made in Iowa. Why do you 
think filmmakers like to work in Iowa?
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https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-goldies-athome-activity-storyboard.pdf

