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Process Paper

How did we choose our topic?

We grew up as very good friends and are with each other nearly every day. Knowing this,
we knew that we could easily meet together, but it might be difficult to focus together. We came
to the conclusion that doing something hands-on, like a performance, was a way for us to work
on NHD and still "hang out" at the same time, From this, we decided that we’d like to research a
topic that involved two main male characters and also fit the theme of frontiers in history. We
came up with either Lewis and Clark or the Wright brothers. We were overwhelmed by the vast
amount of information surrounding Lewis and Clark, and felt that would make it quite difficult to
narrow the topic down into a performance. The Wright Brothers, however, seemed more
manageable with a more specific impact.

How did we conduct our research?

Large amounts of easily accessible online sources allowed for our research. However, we
felt that in order to fully understand our topic, physical research was necessary. In October, we
took a trip to the Iowa State University Library. We were able to find multiple beneficial sources
ranging from biographies to newspaper articles. We benefited most from online databases like
the Library of Congress and Wright State University, which provided us with a large amount of
primary and secondary sources.

How did we create our project?

Through research, we uncovered the persistent demeanor and creative personality of the

brothers and how to portray these characteristics in our performance. We used our research to

draft an outline of all the topics we would present in our project. We thought it would be



important to include Glenn Curtiss’ impact on the history of aircrafts and how he furthered the
competitive nature of the race for flight. We included sections about the process of the brothers
obtaining a patent for the airplane and how the challenge of this process affected them.

What is our historical argument?

Wilbur and Orville Wright envisioned and created the world’s first controllable aircraft
and attained sustainable flight. Their development in air travel changed transportation forever
and paved the way for modern-day aeronautics. Their work impacted the modern economic
system of the world, transportation, and warfare in a way that could not have been replicated had
the Wright brothers not done what they had. They overcame the challenge of putting a vehicle
into the air, thus opening the frontier of air travel for the future.

In what ways is our topic significant in history?

The Wright brothers' historical significance is found throughout the twentieth century in
the development of public air travel and the use of airplanes in battle. The aircraft created in the
early twentieth century led to the planes now used for transportation of civilians, goods, and
troops all across the world. The brothers have forever changed history through their remarkable

creativity, innovative minds, and how they opened the frontier of air travel.
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