
MAJOR SUBJECT HEADINGS FOR PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTIONS
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA

Iowa City
University of Iowa

Amana Libraries
Archaeology Medicine
Artifacts Military & War
Arts Mills
Aviation Monuments & Markers
Black Americans Music
Boats & Boating Natural Phenomena
Bridges Nature
Business & Industry Newspapers & Periodicals
Cemeteries & Headstones Organizations & Clubs
Churches & Religion Orphanages & Old Age Homes
Communication Parades
Dams Parks & Park Recreation
Disasters--Natural Pioneer Life & Immigrants
Documents & Letters Politics
Ethnic and Minority Groups Postal Service
Entertainment & Amusement Prisons
Explorers & Exploration Railroads
Farms & Farming Recreation
Fires & Fire Departments Rivers & Creeks
Forts Roads & Highways
Geology Schools & Education
Groups Social Life & Customs
Historic Sites & Museums Social Protest
Holidays & Celebrations Sports
Hospitals Tools & Weapons
Hotel, Motel, Restaurant, Tavern Transportation
House & Households Travel
Indians Veterans' Organizations
Lakes & the Lake District
Law & Law Enforcement

Cities (see separate listing) Des Moines Collection only
Counties Des Moines
Iowa, state of Iowa State Fair
Iowa, territory of
International
National



IOWA CITY
Alleys, parking lots, etc.
Aviation
Bird's eye & aerial views
Bridges
Buildings
Business & Industry

Product Distribution
Product Production & Extraction
Service

Cemeteries
Churches

Catholic
Congregational
Episcopal
Lutheran
Methodist
Miscellaneous
Presbyterian
Unitarian

Dams
Disasters
Entertainment & Amusement
Fires & Fire Department
Geology
Groups

identified
unidentified

Holidays and Celebrations
4th of July
Old Settlers (Johnson Co.)

Hospitals
Hotel, Motel, Restaurants, Tavern
Houses

Apartments, multi-units, etc.
identified
unidentified
Keyes, Nineteenth Century Home Architecture in Iowa City, illustrations

Library
Mills
Miscellaneous
Music
Newspapers
Organizations

Elks
Knights of Columbus

Parades
Parks
Postal Service
Railroads
Rivers & Creeks
Schools & Education

Academies
Iowa City Academy
Iowa Normal Academy of Music
Mechanic's Academy



St. Agatha (Seminary)
Business
Elementary
Secondary

Sites & Markers
Street Scenes

Business
pre-1860
1860-1900
1900-1920
post-1920

Street Scenes
Residential

pre-1920
post-1920

Transportation

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
Athletics

Baseball
Basketball
Coaches
Field Hockey
Football

pre-1920
post-1920

Gymnastics
Medicine ball/Push Ball
Miscellaneous
Tennis
Track

Buildings (see appendix for list of building construction dates)
Armory
Calvin Hall (Old Science Hall)
Chemistry-Botany
Close Hall
Dental (Old)
Dormitories
East Hall (Seashore)
Engineering
English-Philosophy
Field House
Fine Arts
Gilmore Hall
Hospital
Hydraulics Laboratory
Library
Macbride
McLean Hall
Medical Building
Medical Laboratory
Memorial Union
Miscellaneous
North hall
Observatory
Old Capitol



pre-1900
1900-1960
post-1960
Shambaugh drawing

Phillips Hall
Physics Building
Power Plant
President's home
Shaeffer Hall
South Hall
Trowbridge Hall
Zoology

Campus Shots
pre-1940
post-1940
photograph albums inventory

Colleges
Business
Dental
Engineering
Liberal Arts
Law
Medical
Nursing
Pharmacy

Events
Commencement
Commonwealth Conference
Foundation Day
Homecoming
Miscellaneous

Faculty
Guests
Lakeside Laboratory
Miscellaneous
Music

Band (includes Orchestra)
Oakdale Campus
Presidents (see list)
Students

Anti-Vietnam war protest
Class pictures
Fraternities
Iowa Battalion
Literary societies
Misc. organizations
On the Pentacrest
Reunions
Sororities
Student Army Training Corps

AMANA SOCIETY
Buildings
Farming
Houses & Households
Industry
Mills



Miscellaneous
People
Shambaugh Collection (PA 57)

ARCHAEOLOGY
Organizations
Sites & Digs
Specimens

ARTIFACTS
State Historical Society
Miscellaneous
*See also Historic Sites & Museums

ARTS
Applied
Crafts, etc.
Centers & Galleries
Fine

painting (includes drawings)
painting-murals
photography (use this category for photos of people using cameras)
sculpture
trick photography
writing

Miscellaneous
AVIATION

Accidents
Airplanes
Airports
Balloons
Dirigibles
Miscellaneous
Parachuting
Pilots
Stunts

BLACK AMERICANS
BOATS & BOATING

Barges
Boat houses
Ferries
Iceboats
Miscellaneous
Racing
Rafting (primarily lumber rafts and 19th century flat boats)
Recreational & Pleasure
Sail
Steamboat

pre-1920
A-E
F-L
M-R
S-Y
Unidentified & Miscellaneous (for more than one boat or collections)
post-1920
non-Iowa
Warehouses & shoreline
Warfare

BRIDGES



Passenger
Railroad
Type unknown
Unidentified location

BUSINESS & INDUSTRY
Construction
Employees
Goodwill Industries
Office interiors
Product Distribution

Advertisements (use for window displays)
Automobiles
Bakeries
Books
Boots & Shoes
Calendars
Chinaware
Coal (see also: prod. prod. & ext.-mining)
Department stores
Drug & Pharmacy
Dry goods (use for clothing)
Elevators-grain
Farm implements
Fences
Fuel
Furniture & Appliances
Grocery
Hardware
Harness
Jewelry
Livestock Sales
Lumber
Meats & Butchering
Millinery
Miscellaneous
Music Stores
Nurseries
Office supplies & stationery
Optical trade
Stone carvers
Tobacco
Umbrellas and parasols

Product Production & Extraction
Brewing & Bottling
Brickyard
Brooms
Button Factories
Canning
Carbide
Cement
Clam digging and fresh-water pearl (mussel shells)
Clay
Clothing
Containers
Corn
Dairy



Electronics manufacturing
Envelopes
Feed and grain
Fertilizer
Fish hatchery & commercial fishing
Food
Foundry
Furriers
Gloves
Guns & Ammunition
Gypsum
Ice-cutting
Kilns
Lumber (includes rafting down the Mississippi with logs)
Machinery
Meat packing
Mining
Miscellaneous & unidentified manufacturing
Oil & Gas
Paint
Pens
Pharmaceutical products
Plastics
Plumbing fixtures
Poultry equipment
Public utilities
Publishing
Quarries

19th century
20th century

Recreational vehicles
Rubber
Sash & door

Farley & Loetscher
Soybeans
Sports equipment
Starch
Steel
Tent & awning
Tiles & Pottery
Valves
Washing machines
Wagon wheels & carriage manufacturing

Service
Banking
Barber shop
Bicycles
Blacksmith
Carpenters
Garage (auto)
Hardware
Insurance
Junkyard
Laundry
Livery stable
Miscellaneous



Photography
Printing
Real estate & Surveying
Tailor & Dressmaker
Well boring

CEMETERIES & HEADSTONES
Identified
Unidentified

CHURCHES & RELIGION
Churches-unidentified
Clergy & Congregations

miscellaneous & unidentified
Interiors
Miscellaneous
(by denomination)

Baptist
Activities
Clergy & Congregations
Individual churches

A-H
I-M
N-Z

State & National
Miscellaneous

Catholic
Activities
Buildings
Clergy & Congregations
Individual churches

A-H
I-M
N-Z

Miscellaneous
Rural churches

Christian
Christian Science
Church of Christ
Congregational

Clergy & Congregations
Individual churches

A-M
N-Z

Miscellaneous
Episcopal

Clergy & Congregations
Individual churches
Miscellaneous

Evangelical and Reformed
Clergy & Congregations
Individual churches

Evangelical United Brethren
Clergy & Congregations
Individual churches

Jewish
Lutheran

Clergy & Congregations



Individual churches
A-M
N-Z

Miscellaneous
State & National
Rural churches

Mennonite
Buildings
Cemeteries
Clergy & Congregations
Rural churches

Methodist
Clergy & Congregations
Individual churches

A-H
I-M
N-Z

Miscellaneous
Rural Churches

Mormons
Buildings
Clergy & Congregations
Miscellaneous
Monuments & Markers
Trek or Migration

Presbyterian
Clergy & Congregations
Individual churches

A-H
I-M
N-Z

Miscellaneous
Rural churches
State & National

Quakers (Society of Friends)
Individual churches
State & National

Reformed
Seventh Day Adventist
Unitarian

Individual churches
State & National

Universalist
COMMUNICATION

Information storage & retrieval systems
Radio
Telegraph
Telephone
Television

DAMS
Hydroelectric
Lake
River

DISASTERS - NATURAL
Drought
Floods



Grasshoppers & Locusts
Snow & Ice
Tornado
Wind, rain, & hail

DOCUMENTS & LETTERS
ENTERTAINMENT & AMUSEMENT

Beauty Pageants
Chautauqua
Circus & Sideshow
Expositions & Exhibitions
Fairs

County
State
Town

Halls & Opera Houses (includes Auditoriums and Convention Facilities)
Iowans in Hollywood
Miscellaneous
Motion Picture
Theater
Wild West Shows

ETHNIC &MINORITY GROUPS
see also: Amana Society

Black Americans
EXPLORERS & EXPLORATION
FARMS & FARMING

Buildings & Barnyards
pre-1920
post-1920

Conservation
Crops

field
garden

Equipment & Machinery
horse & hand-powered
steam powered
modern

Events (i.e. Nat'l Plowing Contest, enforcing cattle test law, farm sales)
Farmers
Humor (exaggerations, etc.)
Miscellaneous
Organizations

Farm Bureau
Benton County
Fayette County
Tama County

Grange
Miscellaneous

Special Types
Beekeeping
Dairy (milk cows, etc.)
Horses
Livestock (cattle, hogs, etc.)
Maple Syrup
Orchards
Poultry

FIRES & FIRE DEPARTMENTS



Equipment & Firemen
Fires

FORTS
Fort Atkinson
Fort Des Moines
Fort Madison
Miscellaneous

GEOLOGY
In nature (sites)
Loess Hills
Specimens
Miscellaneous

GROUPS
Identified

pre-1920
post-1920

Unidentified
family-pre-1920
family-post-1920
two people-pre-1920
two people-post-1920
more than two people-pre-1920
more than two people-post-1920

HISTORIC SITES & MUSEUMS
Biley Clock Museum
Brucemore
Grenville M. Dodge House
Effigy Mounds
Gardner Cabin
Herbert Hoover Presidential Library & Birthplace
Robert Lucas House
Matsell House (or Witousek Manor)
Miscellaneous (use for local museums)
Norwegian American Historical Museum
Salisbury
Toolesboro

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES
County
National

Mississippi Valley Historical Society
State

State Historical Society of Iowa, Des Moines
State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa City

HOLIDAYS & CELEBRATIONS
Christmas
4th of July
Halloween
Local

Homecoming
Hobo Days
Miscellaneous
Old Settlers
Orange City May Festival
Pella Tulip Festival
Special Occasion (centennial, etc.)
Viking Days (Northwood, Iowa)



Memorial or Decoration Day
Miscellaneous
New Year's
Patriotic

HOSPITALS
City
County
State
Veteran's

HOTEL, MOTEL, RESTAURANT, TAVERN
Hotels
Miscellaneous (includes health spas, etc.)
Motels
Restaurants
Taverns

HOUSES & HOUSEHOLDS
Apartments, multi-units, etc. (includes boarding houses)
Architectural designs
Construction
Domestic Chores
Famous People

Larrabee (Montauk)
Kirkwood
LeClaire
John Brown

Furnishings
Landscape Architecture (garden seats, gazebo etc.)
Miscellaneous or no i.d.
Porches
Rural

exterior
identified
unidentified

interior
identified
unidentified

Special Types
Log cabins
out-houses
Sod houses
Stone

Urban
exterior

identified
unidentified

interior
identified
unidentified

INDIANS
Arts & Crafts
Hunting & agriculture
Land dispossession & treaties
Miscellaneous
Missions
Monuments
Mounds



Picture Collections
Barry
Catlin
Curtis
Eastman
King, Charles Bird

Religion
Villages & Houses
Tribes

Chippewa
Fox (see Mesquakie)
Ioway
Mesquakie

individuals
scenes
modern (post-1920)
Pow-wow at Tama
Ward Collection (see PA 52 & 53)
Erickson postcards

Pottawatomi
Sac
Sioux
Winnebago

LAKES & THE LAKE DISTRICT
Black Hawk Lake
Clear Lake
Crystal Lake
Lake Okoboji and Spirit Lake
Lost Island Lake
Miscellaneous
Storm Lake

LAW& LAW ENFORCEMENT
Crimes
Judges
Lawyers
Police

LIBRARIES
Public
Special
Services and activities

MEDICINE
Dentistry
Doctors
Education
Miscellaneous
Nursing
Veterinarian

MILITARY &WAR
Miscellaneous & Unidentified (includes atomic weaponry)
Monuments
National Guard
Revolutionary
Rock Island Arsenal
War of 1812
Mexican
Civil War



Bands
Battles
Miscellaneous
Monuments
Portraits, non-commissioned officers and privates
Portraits, officers
Prisons
Regiments
Reunions
Scenes

Indian
Spanish-American

Bands
Camps
Hospitals
Miscellaneous
Portraits
Regiments
Reunions

World War I
Aviation
Bands
Camps
Equipment
Funerals
Hospitals
Liberty Loan, Red Cross, food conservation, etc.
Miscellaneous
Portraits, group
Portraits, individuals
Recreation
Recruitment & Enlistment
Reunions
Collection of official photos (from UNI) (Index only; photos in PA 77-88)

Period between world wars
World War II

Aviation
Bands
Camps
Equipment
Miscellaneous
Portraits, group
Portraits, individuals
Recreation
Recruitment & Enlistment
War bond drives, Red Cross, etc.

Korean
Vietnam

MILLS
Mill stones, grinding wheels, etc.
Miscellaneous
Modern
Sawmill
Watermills
Mills (by county)

Adams



Allamakee
Benton
Bremer
Buchanan
Butler
Cedar
Cerro Gordo
Cherokee
Clayton
Clinton
Delaware
Des Moines
Dubuque
Fayette
Floyd
Hamilton
Hardin
Henry
Howard
Humbolt
Ida
Iowa
Jackson
Jasper
Jefferson
Johnson
Jones
Keokuk
Linn
Lyon
Madison
Mahaska
Mills
Mitchell
Montgomery
Muscatine
Plymouth
Scott
Story
Union
Van Buren
Washington
Winnebago
Winneshiek
Worth

MONUMENTS &MARKERS
Individuals

Julien Dubuque
Sgt. Floyd
David B. Henderson
Abraham Lincoln

Miscellaneous
MUSIC

Bands
Bandstands
Chorus & singers



Davenport, Iowa
Gramophones, phonographs, etc.
Instruments
Miscellaneous
Orchestra

NATURAL PHENOMENON
Lightning
Meteorites
Miscellaneous
Moon
Solar Eclipse

NATURE
Animals
Birds
Flowers
Reptiles
Scenes

unidentified (related to Iowa?)
identified (non-Iowa)

Trees
NEWSPAPERS & PERIODICALS

Cartoons
Iowa editors, awards, & activities
Iowa magazine

covers
title pages

Miscellaneous
Newspapers

Burlington, Iowa - The Hawk-Eye Gazette
Cedar Rapids, Iowa - The Gazette
Central City, Iowa - News-Letter
Charles City, Iowa - Daily Press
Churdan, Iowa - The Reporter
Clinton, Iowa - Daily Advertiser
Davenport, Iowa - Times-Democrat
Delhi, Iowa - Monitor
Des Moines, Iowa - Daily Captial
Des Moines, Iowa - Register
Dubuque, Iowa - Weekly Herald
Fairfield, Iowa - Daily Ledger
Grand Junction, Iowa - Globe
Lamoni, Iowa - Chronicle
Malvern, Iowa - Leader
Mason City, Iowa - Globe-Gazette
Muscatine, Iowa - Journal
Oelwein, Iowa - Daily Register
Ottumwa, Iowa - Courier
Paullina, Iowa - Times
Pella, Iowa - Chronicle
Sigourney, Iowa - Review
Sioux City, Iowa - Journal
Storm Lake, Iowa - Pilot
Stratford, Iowa - Courier
Stuart, Iowa - Herald
Miscellaneous

Palimpsest



Technology
ORGANIZATIONS & CLUBS

AMVETS & Auxiliary
Benjamin Franklin
Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts
Business & Professional Women (BPW)
Daughters of American Revolution
Daughters of Union Veterans
Elks (B.P.O.E.)
Emmetsburg, Community Club
4-H
I.O.O.F (Old Fellows)
Kiwanis
Knights of Columbus
Knights of Pythias
Labor
Lions
Masons
"Mettawaupe"
Miscellaneous
NAACP
P.E.O.
Rotary
Salvation Army
Scientific
Shrine
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Speakers
WCTU
Woodmen of the World/Modern Woodmen of America
Womens Club- League of Women Voters
YMCA/YWCA

ORPHANAGES & OLD AGE HOMES
PARADES
PARKS & PARK RECREATION

City
Miscellaneous
State

Backbone
Bellevue
Defiance
Ledges
Maquoketa Caves
Palisades-Kepler
Pikes Peak
Wildcat Den

PIONEER LIFE & IMMIGRANTS
POLITICS

pre-1920
1920-1960
1960-present

POSTAL SERVICE
Airmail
Buildings
Delivery and Sorting (for employees)
Miscellaneous
Pony Express



Postmasters
Rural Free Delivery

PRISONS
RAILROADS

(by company name)
Atchison, Topeka, & Santa Fe

diesel
Bellevue and Cascade
Boone and Scenic Valley
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern
Burlington Northern

diesel
Chicago Great Western
Chicago & Northwestern
Chicago, Burlington, & Quincy

diesel
officials
steam

Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific
diesel
steam

Chicago, Rock Island, & Pacific
diesel
officials
steam

Illinois Central
diesel
steam

Iowa Central
steam

Manchester & Oneida
officials
steam

Minneapolis & St. Louis
diesel
steam
officials

Union Pacific

(by subject)
Cars

special types
Construction & Maintenance
Depots

activities
Depots (by town)

A-H
I-M
N-Z
unidentified
miscellaneous

Diesel-miscellaneous
Employees
Miscellaneous
Narrow Gauge
Steam-Miscellaneous



Timetables (includes rate schedules)
Tracks, siding, shops, yards, signals
Wrecks

identified
unidentified

RECREATION
Buildings
Camping or "outings" (any outdoor activity which isn't described elsewhere)
Children's Activities
Games (checkers, dominoes, cards, horseshoes, pool etc.)
Picnics (outside parties)
Swimming
Winter

RIVERS & CREEKS
Cedar
Iowa (near Iowa City, see: Iowa City-Rivers)
Miscellaneous
Mississippi
Missouri
Skunk
Turkey
Wapsipinicon
Unidentified

ROADS & HIGHWAYS
Construction & Maintenance
Highways
Historic Roads & Markers (marker by a road)
Interstates
Organizations
Unsurfaced

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION
Elementary

Activities- Learning & Social
Class Pictures

pre-1920 identified
pre-1920 unidentified
post-1920 identified
post-1920 unidentified

Modern Buildings-post-1900
School Houses-pre-1900 (non-brick or smaller structure-19th century)

Secondary
Activities-Learning & Social
Class Pictures

pre-1920
post-1920

Modern Buildings (modern & consolidated)
School Houses (non-brick or smaller structures-19th century)

College
Algona College (Algon, IA)
Amity College (College Springs, IA)
Buena Vista (Storm Lake, IA)
Central College (Pella, IA)
Central Holiness University (Oskaloosa, IA)
Charles City College (Charles City, IA)
Clarke College (Dubuque, IA)
Coe College (Cedar Rapids, IA)



Cornell College (Mt. Vernon, IA)
Drake University (Des Moines, IA)
Dubuque, Univ. of (Dubuque, IA)
Ellsworth College (Iowa Falls, IA)
Epworth Seminary (Epworth, IA)
Graceland College (Lamoni, IA)
Grinnell College (Grinnell, IA)
Griswold College (Davenport, IA)
Highland Park College (Des Moines, IA)
Humboldt College (Humboldt, IA)
Iowa Christian College (Oskaloosa, IA)
Iowa State University (Ames, IA)
Iowa Wesleyan (Mt. Pleasant, IA)
Lenox College (Hopkinton, IA)
Loras College (Dubuque, IA)
Luther College (Decorah, IA)
Lutheran College (Jewell, IA)
Morningside College (Sioux City, IA)
Mount Mercy (Cedar Rapids, IA)
Northern Iowa, Univ. of (UNI) (Cedar Falls, IA)
Palmer College (Davenport, IA)
Parsons College (Fairfield, IA)
Penn College (Oskaloosa, IA)
St. Ambrose (Davenport, IA)
St. Katherine's School (Davenport, IA)
Simpson College (Indianola, IA)
Tabor College (Tabor, IA)
Tilford Collegiate Academy (Vinton, IA)
Upper Iowa University (Fayette, IA)
Waldorf College (Forest City, IA)
Westmar College (Le Mars, IA)

College
class pictures
fraternities & sororities
non-Iowa
room interiors

Academies
Adult Education
Boarding Hall
Business
Classroom interiors
Hot Lunch
Indian
Miscellaneous
Normal Schools
Pre-Schools
Religion
Sites & Markers
Special Education-exceptional, remedial education
State & Local Agencies
Teachers (includes principals & religious instructors)
Vocational/Technical

SOCIAL LIFE & CUSTOMS
Clothing

1800-1850
1850-1920



1920-present
Dances
Disabled Persons
Family activities
Friendship
Funerals
Miscellaneous
Old age & retirement
Parties
Pets
Weddings

SOCIAL PROTEST
Abolition of slavery
Anti-Vietnam
Civil Rights
Environmental Protection
Kelly's Army
Peace Movements
Prohibition
Strikes
Woman's Suffrage

SOCIAL SERVICES
Child Welfare
Public Welfare
Miscellaneous (missions, etc.)

SPORTS
Archery
Automobile racing/Motorcycle racing
Badminton
Baseball
Basketball
Bowling
Boxing
Cycling
Football
Golf
Gymnastics
Horse racing (includes harness racing)
Hunting & Fishing (includes trapping & taxidermy)
Medicine Ball/Push Ball
Miscellaneous
Polo
Rodeo/Equestrian
Soccer
Tennis
Track & Field
Wrestling

TOOLS &WEAPONS
TRANSPORTATION

Automobile
Bicycle
Buses
Cabs, horse drawn and modern
Horseback
Motorcycles
Sleighs



Stagecoaches and coaches
Trollies, interurbans & horsecars
Trucks
Wagons & Buggies

TRAVEL
Outside Iowa (for trip and vacation photos)

VETERANS' ORGANIZATIONS
American Legion
G.A.R.-Iowa Department

individuals
Spanish American
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Women's Auxiliary

American Legion
Women's Relief Corps

Use: Military & War-Civil War-Reunions for reunions of specific groups (e.g. Hornets Nest Brigade)
NATIONAL

Cities (major cities only-i.e. Chicago, New York)
Government
Presidents (use for activities only)
Railroads

Freedom train
States

INTERNATIONAL
Canada
Central and South America
China
European Scenes
Oxford, England
Officials
Philippines

CITIES
Birds-eye Views & Aerial Views
Buildings-unidentified
Street scenes-unidentified
Street Scenes

1860-1900
1900-1920
post-1920

By name of town, A-Z
(See list - includes street scenes, local landmarks, etc.)
See Iowa City categories for more specific breakdowns of subjects within each city.

COUNTIES
By name of county, A-Z

(includes county courthouses, etc.)
*Use mainly for cross-reference from subject file.
*Use only if photo does not fit into other
subject categories or possibly has rural setting.
*See also: Mills

IOWA, STATE OF
Aerial views
Agencies & Officials
Attorney general
Boundary markers
Capitol
Federal projects



C.C.C.
W.P.A.
N.R.A.

Flag
General assembly
General assembly-3rd constitutional convention
Governors
Miscellaneous
Seal
Supreme Court
Symbols

IOWA, TERRITORY OF
Capitol *
Miscellaneous
*See also: University of Iowa-Buildings-Old Capitol


