
Identity
LESSON PLAN FOR SUPPORTING QUESTION

What artifacts help tell a person’s story?

READ IOWA HISTORY
STUDENT MATERIALS

KINDERGARTEN



This is me!

Name                                                   

Self Portrait



Children Waiting in Line for Water in Yauco, Puerto Rico, January 1942 PRE-LESSON ACTIVITY

These children are waiting in line for water from the faucet in Yauco, Puerto Rico, in 1942. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Delano, Jack, “Children getting water 
from the faucet in the slum area in Yauco, Puerto Rico,” January 1942



Courtesy of Library of Congress, Bourquin, F, “Plat book of Chickasaw County, Iowa : drawn from actual surveys & county records,” North West Publishing Co., 1892

Map of Iowa, 1892 PART 1



Courtesy of Library of Congress, “United States,” Central Intelligence Agency, 2002

Map of the United States, 2002 PART 1



Courtesy of Library of Congress, Ruger, A., “Bird’s eye view of Iowa City, Johnson Co., Iowa 1868.,” 1868

Bird’s Eye View of Iowa City, Johnson Co., Iowa, 1868 PART 1



Geography Lesson at Lakeview Project School in Arkansas, 
December 1938

PART 1

This photograph shows African-American children looking at a globe to find where they live in Arkansas. They are doing this during a geography lesson at 
Lakeview Project School in 1938. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Lee, Russell, “Geography lesson. Lakeview Project school. Arkansas,” December 1938



I See
What do you see in the image?

I Think 
What are you thinking? 

I Wonder
What questions do you have about 
the image?

Name 

I See, I Think, I Wonder (Part 1)



This is me on the map of 

Name 



Children Playing with Barbie Dolls in the Bronx Borough of New York 
City, 1970

PART 2

In this photograph, these children are playing with Barbie dolls. The children live in the Bronx, which is the northernmost of the five boroughs of New York 
City. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Vergara, Camilo J., “1148 Longwood Ave, Bronx, 1970,” 1970



Family Living on Natchez Trace Project near Lexington, Tennessee, 
March 1936

PART 2

This photograph shows a family living in Lexington, Tennessee, on the Natchez Trace Project near Natchez Trace State Park. The name originally applied to 
a series of trails and paths that originated with animal migration routes and American Indian trade and travel routes. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Mydans, 
Carl, “[Untitled photo, possibly related to: Baby girl of family living on Natchez Trace Project, near Lexington, Tennessee],” March 1936



Children Fishing in Rhode Island along Bonnet Shores, August 20, 1979 PART 2

This photograph shows the Hoey children in Rhode Island along Bonnet Shores. The children are shown enjoying fishing, boating and biking. Courtesy of 
Library of Congress, Horenstein, Henry, “Hoey family, yard, general views, Bonnet Shores, Rhode Island,” 20 August 1979



I See
What do you see in the image?

I Think 
What are you thinking? 

I Wonder
What questions do you have about 
the image?

Name 

I See, I Think, I Wonder (Part 2)



NEWS ABOUT YOU

History
Box

Think of some of the important 
objects in your life. Perhaps you treasure 
an autographed baseball or a “straight- 
A” report card. What kind of everyday 
stuff is important in your life? A copy of 
your local newspaper gives movie list-
ings. A bus ticket tells where you’ve 
been. Gather some of these objects and 
put them in any kind of container to 
make a history box. Remember to col-
lect things that record your life, your 
personality, and your achievements. Add to 
the history box each year to continue your 
life’s story. ■

Illustration by Mary Moye-Rowley Stories by Amy Ruth

A timeline, scrapbook, and
history box document your 
“everydays.” But what about 
the special days— the anniver-
saries, birthdays and other
special occasions? Make a list
of these extra-special days in
your life. Next, write about 
how and why you celebrate
them, who celebrates with
you, and what each day says
about your personal history.
Leave room for drawings or 
photographs! Finally, design a
book cover out of construction
paper. Don’t forget to include
information about the author 
(you!) and date your work. 
When you’ve completed the
document, staple the pages 
together to make a booklet. ■

The Goldfinch 9

Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, Ruth, Amy, “News About You - History Box,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 17, No. 1, 1995

“News About You - History Box” Essay from 
The Goldfinch

PART 2



These are my artifacts that help tell my story.

Name 

Artifacts That Tell My Story



This is                                .

Name 

Portrait Frame Worksheet



Birth Certificate of Bessie Bland in New York, ca. 1913 PART 3

This is a birth certificate for a baby girl named Bessie Bland who was born in New York City. This is the original 
document with important information about the baby’s birth and parents. Courtesy of Library of Congress, Hine, Lewis 
Wickes, “Birth certificate in the State of New York. Location: New York (State),” ca. 1913



Birth Certificate of Bessie Bland in New York, ca. 1913 

New York, May 6, 1915. 

A Transcript from the Records of the Births reported to the Department of Health of The City of 
New York. 

The City of New York, No. of Certificate 
Department of Health. 1906 

State Of New York. 
Certificate and Record of Birth 

Of 
Name of Child BESSIE BLAND 

Sex Female Father’s Occupation Iron finisher 

Color White Mother’s Name Rose Hannah Bland 

Time of Birth January 7, 1906 Mother’s Name before 
Marriage 

Rose Hannah 
Rooney 

Place of birth 596 Lexington Ave Mother’s Residence 446 West 28th 
Street 

Father’s Name Andrew Bland Mother’s Birthplace New York City 

Father’s Address 446 West 28th 
Street 

Mother’s Age 17 years 

Father’s 
Birthplace 

Ireland Number of other children none 

Father’s Age 20 years How many now living (in all) one 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that I attended professionally at the above birth and I am personally 
cognizant thereof; and that all the facts stated in said certificate of birth are true to the best of my 
knowledge, information and belief. 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS   600 E. LOCUST ST.  DES MOINES, IA 50319  IOWACULTURE.GOV 

Transcript of Bessie Bland’s Birth Certificate (pg. 1) PART 3



Transcript of Bessie Bland’s Birth Certificate (pg. 2) PART 3



Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “Climbing the Family Tree,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 17, No. 1, 1995

“Climbing the Family Tree” Essay from The Goldfinch PART 3



This makes me unique because .

Name 

Unique to Me Worksheet



Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, “News About You,” The Goldfinch, Vol. 17, No. 1, 1995

“News About You” Essay from The Goldfinch PART 4



Draw and label three things people use that help tell a story about ourselves.

Name 

Lesson Summative Assessment


