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PREPARING FOR THE REGIONAL CONTEST 
Welcome to National History Day (NHD) in Iowa! The NHD in Iowa team is excited to see you at 
an upcoming regional contest. 
 
Dates and Locations 
The nine 2026 NHD in Iowa regional contests will take place in March. Please consult the table 
below for specific dates and locations.  

 

Regional Contest Venue and City Date 

Mississippi River St. Ambrose University (Davenport) March 2 

Western Trails Iowa Western Community College (Council Bluffs) March 4 

Sergeant Floyd Northwestern College (Orange City) March 5 

Voltaire Twombly Indian Hills Community College (Ottumwa) March 6 

Spirit Lake Buena Vista University (Storm Lake) March 9 

Grant Wood Coe College (Cedar Rapids) March 13 

Montauk Northeast Iowa Community College (Calmar) March 18 

Sullivan Brothers University of Northern Iowa (Cedar Falls) March 23 

Historic Highways Central College (Pella) March 25 

 
Entry Fees 
Teachers and students must communicate with each other to determine how entry fees will be 
paid. 
 
Entry Fees: 

●​ $10.00 per student 
●​ You may register before paying your entry fee. 
●​ Group projects must include payment for each student in the group 

○​ Each student in the group must be registered in zFairs. 
●​ Entry fees must be received by contest day. 

 
Payment Options 

●​ Credit card  
○​ Click here to pay by credit card. 

●​ Check 
○​ If paying by check, you must include the names of the students covered by the 

payment.  
■​ DO NOT mail cash. Send checks to: 
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National History Day in Iowa 
State Historical Society of Iowa 
600 E. Locust St. 
Des Moines, IA 50319 
 

If you need an invoice, contact NHD.Iowa@iowa.gov and provide the names of the students 
covered by the invoice. 
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zFairs Registration Instructions 
 
Important Reminders 

●​ ALL students and teachers must register in zFairs, NHD’s official contest management 
system. 
 

●​ Teachers must register before students. 
○​ Students: Please make sure your teacher has registered before you begin the 

registration process for yourself. 
 

●​ If you created a zFairs account for the 2025 NHD contest season, it does not carry over 
to the contest 2026 season. Please create a new account. 

○​ You will use your new account throughout the contest 2026 season. 
 

●​ After registration opens, you can register any time before your regional contest’s 
registration deadline. 
 

●​ It is your responsibility to accurately enter project titles and participant names. Check 
your spelling and use appropriate capitalization and punctuation.  

○​ Do not copy and paste information into zFairs, as this can lead to random 
character addition due to cross-formatting issues.  

■​ The information you submit for the regional contest will appear exactly as 
you enter it on all contest materials and judging forms. 

 
Teachers, find your registration instructions on page 6. 
 
Students, find your registration instructions on page 8. 
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zFairs Registration Instructions—Teachers 
 
How to Register 
 
Step 1: Create Your Teacher Account 
 

1.​ Find your contest zFairs site. Click on the link associated with your contest below: 
 

Regional Contest Venue and City Date zFairs Homepage Link 

Mississippi River St. Ambrose University 
(Davenport) 

March 2 https://ia-mrdc.nhd.org 

Western Trails Iowa Western Community 
College (Council Bluffs) 

March 4 https://ia-wtdc.nhd.org 

Sergeant Floyd Northwestern College  
(Orange City) 

March 5 https://ia-sfdc.nhd.org 

Voltaire Twombly Indian Hills Community 
College (Ottumwa) 

March 6 https://ia-vtdc.nhd.org 

Spirit Lake Buena Vista University  
(Storm Lake) 

March 9 https://ia-sldc.nhd.org 

Grant Wood Coe College (Cedar 
Rapids) 

March 13 https://ia-gwdc.nhd.org 

Montauk Northeast Iowa 
Community College 
(Calmar) 

March 18 https://ia-mdc.nhd.org 

Sullivan Brothers University of Northern 
Iowa (Cedar Falls) 

March 23 https://ia-sbdc.nhd.org 

Historic Highways Central College (Pella) March 25 https://ia-hhdc.nhd.org 

 
2.​ From the toolbar at the top of your contest homepage, click Create Account and select 

Teacher from the drop-down menu. 
 

3.​ Enter your chosen username, first name, last name, and email address, then click the 
gray Save and Continue button. 
 

4.​ Complete the Profile section. If you are using a school email address, please make sure 
it accepts mail from zFairs.com 
  

5.​ Complete the Sign-in section. Record your username and password. 
 

6.​ Complete the Address section. Please use your school mailing address. Click the gray 
Save and Continue button. 
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Step 2: Link Your Account to Your School 
 

1.​ Indicate how many students began a project using the NHD model at your school this 
year. 
 

2.​ Indicate how many students advanced from your school to the next level of competition 
(the regional contest). 
 

3.​ Select your school from the drop-down list. 
a.​ If you teach or coach at multiple schools, you can add schools by individually 

selecting them from the drop-down list. 
b.​ If your school is not on the list, contact NHD.Iowa@iowa.gov.  

 
4.​ Click the gray Save and Continue button. 

 
Step 3: Agree to Permissions and Waivers 
 

1.​ Read the NHD hold harmless statement, then click the checkbox underneath it.  
 

2.​ Read the NHD image release statement, then select “Yes” or “No” from the drop-down 
box. 

a.​ If you answered “No,” please explain why. 
 

3.​ Click the green Save and Continue button. 
 
Your registration is complete! You will see a screen confirming your account that lists your 
name, email address, and username. You will receive a confirmation email from zFairs at the 
email address you provided. 
 
Checking Your Students’ Registration Progress 
 
NHD in Iowa recommends walking your students through the registration process before asking 
them to register. NHD in Iowa also recommends keeping track of your students’ login 
information if possible. This prevents forgotten usernames and passwords. 
 
You can monitor your students’ registration progress from your account. Follow these steps to 
do so: 
 

1.​ Login to your contest using your username and password. 
 

2.​ Select My Students from the toolbar at the top of your contest homepage.  
 

3.​ Click on the person icon next to the student’s name to activate a pop-up menu. 
a.​ From the pop-up menu, you can Edit/View Participant profile, Link/Unlink 

Projects, and Email Participants. This is optional, and it can only be done 
before contest registration closes. 
 

4.​ If needed, you can upload project materials on a student’s behalf. Click on My Students, 
then click on the person icon next to the student’s name. Select Edit/View Participant, 
then click the Entry tab. You can then submit and save the required files or links in the 
student’s profile. 
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zFairs Registration Instructions—Students  
 
How to Register 
 
Step 1: Create Your Student Account 
 

1.​ Find your contest zFairs site. Click on the link associated with your contest below: 
 

Regional Contest Venue and City Date zFairs Homepage Link 

Mississippi River St. Ambrose University 
(Davenport) 

March 2 https://ia-mrdc.nhd.org 

Western Trails Iowa Western Community 
College (Council Bluffs) 

March 4 https://ia-wtdc.nhd.org 

Sergeant Floyd Northwestern College  
(Orange City) 

March 5 https://ia-sfdc.nhd.org 

Voltaire Twombly Indian Hills Community 
College (Ottumwa) 

March 6 https://ia-vtdc.nhd.org 

Spirit Lake Buena Vista University  
(Storm Lake) 

March 9 https://ia-sldc.nhd.org 

Grant Wood Coe College (Cedar 
Rapids) 

March 13 https://ia-gwdc.nhd.org 

Montauk Northeast Iowa 
Community College 
(Calmar) 

March 18 https://ia-mdc.nhd.org 

Sullivan Brothers University of Northern 
Iowa (Cedar Falls) 

March 23 https://ia-sbdc.nhd.org 

Historic Highways Central College (Pella) March 25 https://ia-hhdc.nhd.org 

 
2.​ From the toolbar at the top of your contest homepage, click Create Account and select 

Student from the drop-down menu. 
 

3.​ Enter your chosen username, first name, last name, and email address, then click the 
gray Save and Continue button. 
 

4.​ Complete the Profile section. If you are using a school email address, please make sure 
it accepts mail from zFairs.com 
 

5.​ Complete the Sign-in section. Record your username and password. 
 

6.​ Complete the Parent/Guardian section. 
 

7.​ Complete the Address section. Click the gray Save and Continue button. 

8 

https://ia-mrdc.nhd.org
https://ia-wtdc.nhd.org
https://ia-sfdc.nhd.org
https://ia-vtdc.nhd.org
https://ia-sldc.nhd.org
https://ia-gwdc.nhd.org
https://ia-mdc.nhd.org
https://ia-sbdc.nhd.org/
https://ia-hhdc.nhd.org/
http://zfairs.com


 
Step 2: Answer Student Custom Questions 
 

1.​ Complete the Student Custom Questions section. Click the gray Save and Continue 
button. 

 
Step 3: Enter Project Information 
 
Students competing in an INDIVIDUAL category: 
 

1.​ Click the Start button inside the Start a New Entry box. 
 

2.​ Complete the School section.  
a.​ Select your school, teacher(s), and grade level from the drop-down lists.  

i.​ If you can’t find your teacher’s name, make sure they have registered. 
1.​ If you still can’t find your teacher’s name, contact 

NHD.Iowa@iowa.gov.  
ii.​ If you worked on your project with multiple teachers, please make sure all 

of their names are listed. 
b.​ Click the gray Save and Continue button. 

 
3.​ Complete the Entry Info section.  

a.​ Enter your project title. It can be changed until your contest’s registration closes. 
b.​ Select your project category from the drop-down list.  

i.​ Category-specific instructions 
1.​ Individual Documentary 

a.​ Click the gray Add File button to upload your Cover Page, 
Process Paper, and Annotated Bibliography in one PDF file 
in the Written Materials field. 

b.​ Paste a shareable link to your documentary in the Link 
field. 

2.​ Individual Exhibit  
a.​ If your exhibit needs an electrical outlet, click the 

checkbox. 
b.​ Click the gray Add File button to upload your Cover Page, 

Process Paper, and Annotated Bibliography in one PDF file 
in the Written Materials field. 

c.​ Leave the Link field blank. 
3.​ Individual Performance 

a.​ Click the gray Add File button to upload your Cover Page, 
Process Paper, and Annotated Bibliography in one PDF file 
in the Written Materials field. 

b.​ Leave the Link field blank. 
4.​ Individual Website 

a.​ Paste your NHDWebCentral key in the NHDWebCentral 
Key field. 

i.​ Your Cover Page, Process Paper, and Annotated 
Bibliography should be embedded in your website. 

b.​ Leave the Link field blank. 
5.​ Paper 

a.​ Click the gray Add File button to upload your Cover Page, 
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Process Paper, Paper, and Annotated Bibliography in one 
PDF file in the Entry’s Paper field. 

b.​ Leave the Link field blank. 
ii.​ If your written materials or projects are not finished, you can add them 

any time before your contest’s registration closes.  
c.​ Provide a brief description of your project. It can be changed until your contest’s 

registration closes. 
d.​ Click the gray Save and Continue button. Continue onto Step 4. 

 
Students competing in a GROUP category: 
 
Student 1 
 

1.​ Click the Start button inside the Start a New Entry box. 
 

2.​ Complete the School section. Select your school, teacher(s), and grade level from the 
drop-down lists. Click the gray Save and Continue button. 
 

3.​ Complete the Entry Info section.  
a.​ Enter your project title. It can be changed until your contest’s registration closes. 
b.​ Select your project category from the drop-down list. This cannot be changed. 

i.​ Category-specific instructions: 
1.​ Group Documentary 

a.​ Click the gray Add File button to upload your Cover Page, 
Process Paper, and Annotated Bibliography in one PDF file 
in the Written Materials field. 

b.​ Paste a shareable link to your documentary in the Link 
field. 

2.​ Group Exhibit 
a.​ Click the gray Add File button to upload your Cover Page, 

Process Paper, and Annotated Bibliography in one PDF file 
in the Written Materials field. 

b.​ Leave the Link field blank. 
3.​ Group Performance 

a.​ Click the gray Add File button to upload your Cover Page, 
Process Paper, and Annotated Bibliography in one PDF file 
in the Written Materials field. 

b.​ Leave the Link field blank. 
4.​ Group Website 

a.​ Paste your NHDWebCentral key in the NHDWebCentral 
Key field. 

i.​ Your Cover Page, Process Paper, and Annotated 
Bibliography should be embedded in your website. 

b.​ Leave the Link field blank. 
ii.​ If your written materials or projects are not finished, you can add them 

any time before your contest’s registration closes.  
c.​ Check the box next to “Will this be a Team Project?” 

i.​ When your registration is complete (after Step 4 below), you will receive a 
Project Key. Share and save your Project Key with your group members. 
They cannot register without it! 

1.​ You can access your Project Key in your zFairs profile. Log in, 
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then click on your name in the upper right corner of the screen. 
2.​ Click on My Profile, then click the Entry tab. You’ll find your 

Project Key there, along with your other project information. 
d.​ Provide a brief description of your project. 
e.​ Click the gray Save and Continue button. Continue onto Step 4. 

 
Students 2-5 
 

1.​ Copy your Project Key into the blank field inside the Link to Existing Entry box, then 
click the Link button. 

a.​ If you do not have your Project Key, ask the group member who registered first to 
share it with you. 

b.​ DO NOT create a new project! 
 

2.​ Confirm the information in the School section, then click the gray Save and Continue 
button. 
 

3.​ Review the information in the Entry Info section.  
a.​ You do not need to add files, links, or NHDWebCentral keys; the group member 

who registered first should attach the appropriate files, links, or NHDWebCentral 
keys on behalf of the group.  

b.​ Click the gray Save and Continue button. Continue onto Step 4. 
 
Step 4: Agree to Permissions and Waivers 
 
Please complete this step with a parent or guardian! 
 

1.​ Read the NHD rules statement, then click the checkbox underneath it. 
 

2.​ Read the NHD hold harmless statement, then click the checkbox underneath it.  
 

3.​ Read the NHD image release statement with a parent or guardian, then select “Yes” or 
“No” from the drop-down box. 

a.​ If you answered “No,” please explain why. 
 

4.​ Read the plagiarism statement, then click the checkbox next to it. 
 

5.​ Click the green Save and Continue button. 
 
Your registration is complete! You will see a screen confirming your account that lists your 
name, email address, username, project title, and project category. You will receive a 
confirmation email from zFairs at the email address you provided. 
 
If you are competing in a group category, your Project Key will appear on this screen. You will 
also see a red Register Next Team Member button, which allows you to register another group 
member directly from the confirmation screen. NHD in Iowa recommends doing this only if all 
group members are together; otherwise, follow the instructions above. 
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Nominate Your Project for Special Awards 
 
All 2026 NHD in Iowa regional contests offer an Iowa History Award in Junior and Senior 
divisions. 

●​ The Iowa History Award recognizes the top project (either individual OR group) that 
explores an Iowa history topic.  

 
From the confirmation screen: 
 

1.​ Click the gray Nominations button. 
 

2.​ Review your contest’s special awards in the pop-up box. If your project is eligible for any, 
click on the Nominate button in the upper right corner of each award block.  
 

3.​ Provide a brief justification for your project’s nomination in the pop-up box. 
 

4.​ Click the gray Submit Nomination button. 
 
From your student profile: 
 

1.​ Click on the Nominations tab. 
 

2.​ Review your contest’s special awards. If your project is eligible for any, click on the 
Nominate button in the upper right corner of each award block.  
 

3.​ Provide a brief justification for your project’s nomination in the pop-up box. 
 

4.​ Click the gray Submit Nomination button. 
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2026 NHD in Iowa Regional Contest Registration Due Dates 
Regional Contest Process Papers and Annotated 

Bibliographies for ALL Project 
Categories Due (Uploaded to zFairs) 

Documentary, Paper, and 
Website Projects Due 
(Uploaded to zFairs) 

Mississippi River Monday, February 16 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Monday, February 16 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Western Trails Wednesday, February 18 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Wednesday, February 18 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Sergeant Floyd Thursday, February 19 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Thursday, February 19 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Voltaire Twombly Friday, February 20 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Friday, February 20 ​
11:59 p.m. CT 

Spirit Lake Monday, February 23 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Monday, February 23  
11:59 p.m. CT 

Grant Wood Friday, February 27 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Friday, February 27 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Montauk Wednesday, March 4 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Wednesday, March 4 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Sullivan Brothers Monday, March 9 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Monday, March 9 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Historic Highways Wednesday, March 11 
11:59 p.m. CT 

Wednesday, March 11 
11:59 p.m. CT 
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Release Forms 
Regional contest release forms will also apply to the state contest. Blank release forms will be 
emailed to teachers; you can also find a copy here. Teachers need to work with ALL students 
and their families to complete the forms.  
 
For students in group projects: Please have ALL members of the group complete a release form 
with their parent or guardian, even if not all members will be present at the contest. 
 
Teachers need to either scan and email completed forms to NHD.Iowa@iowa.gov or bring them 
to the regional contest. All release forms are due on or before contest day. 
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CONTEST DAY LOGISTICS 
 
Schedule At-a-Glance (Grant Wood, Historic Highways, Montauk, 
Sergeant Floyd, Spirit Lake, Sullivan Brothers, Voltaire Twombly, and 
Western Trails Regional Contests) 
8:00 a.m. - 8:55 a.m. Student Check-In 

●​ Exhibit Board Set-Up 
●​ Performance Prop and Costume Drop-off 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Preliminary Round Judging 

12:45 p.m. Final Round Entries and Judge Times and Locations Posted 

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Final Round Judging 

2:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Exhibit Tear-Down and Performance Prop and Costume 
Pick-up 

3:00 p.m. Awards Ceremony 

 
Schedule At-a-Glance (Mississippi River Regional Contest) 
3:00 p.m. - 3:55 p.m. Student Check-In 

●​ Exhibit Board Set-Up 
●​ Performance Prop and Costume Drop-off 

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Preliminary Round Judging 

6:30 p.m. Final Round Entries and Judge Times and Locations Posted 

6:45 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Final Round Judging 

8:00 - 8:30 p.m. Exhibit Tear-Down and Performance Prop and Costume 
Pick-up 

8:30 p.m. Awards Ceremony 

 
Contest day schedules are tentative and subject to change. Any changes to the schedule will be 
announced as soon as possible. 
 
Check-In 
On contest day, all student participants are required to check in before judging begins. The 
check-in table will be located near the main entrance of the contest venue. Students must check 
in prior to setting up exhibit boards or props, or testing equipment. Please do not bring your 
exhibit board or props to the check-in table. Teachers and guardians may not check in for the 
student participants.  
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Judging 
NHD regional contest judges are historians, educators, and other members of the community 
who are interested in history and education. The NHD in Iowa team is committed to ensuring a 
quality judging experience for all students. If you have questions or concerns about the judging 
process on contest day, please speak to an NHD in Iowa team member prior to the end of the 
contest. 
 
Judging Schedule 
Tentative judging schedules will be available via email three days before contest day. This 
schedule will include judging locations and times for each entry. 
 
Interview 
Each judge team will interview you about your project in the preliminary round. Judges will ask 
clarifying questions, ask about the process you went through to create your project, or ask you 
to expand on your work. This interview does NOT factor into your evaluation—your project 
should be able to stand on its own without further explanation from you. There is no interview in 
the final round. 
 
“But what should I wear?” 
Your attire does NOT factor into your evaluation or project ranking. Choose clothing that makes 
you feel both confident AND comfortable. NHD in Iowa recommends dressing for 
success—whatever that means to you! 
 
Evaluation Forms 
Each judge receives an evaluation form for each project they view on contest day. The 
evaluation forms are the same at regional, state, and national contests. Judges use established 
criteria to evaluate projects and provide positive and constructive feedback. See pages 18, 19, 
20, 21, and 23 for links to evaluation forms for each project category. 
 
Awards Ceremony 
The awards ceremony will begin as soon as final round judging results are complete. Please 
see page 15 for a tentative contest day schedule. The NHD in Iowa team will do everything 
possible to start and finish the awards ceremony in a timely manner. 
 
The following awards will be presented at the awards ceremony: 

●​ Youth projects 
●​ Junior division state qualifiers 
●​ Senior division state qualifiers 

 
Regional contest results will be posted to the NHD in Iowa website 
(https://history.iowa.gov/learn/national-history-day/contests/regional-contests) by 12:00 p.m. CT 
two business days after the regional contest. 
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State Contest Eligibility 
The top three projects in each category will be eligible to advance to the NHD in Iowa state 
contest, which will take place on Monday, April 27 at Iowa State University in Ames. 
 
State qualifiers, teachers, and guardians must attend a short informational meeting immediately 
following the awards ceremony.  
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PROJECT INFORMATION AND EVALUATION FORMS 
 
Documentary (Click here to view the documentary evaluation form) 
 
Arrival 
Check in at the table near the front entrance. You MUST check in prior to finding your assigned 
judging room. 
 
What to Bring 
Login information for the public drive on which your documentary is saved. Projectors and 
laptops will be provided. You may bring a USB drive with a copy of your documentary saved on 
it as a back-up option. 
 
Documentary Testing 
Test your documentary prior to the regional contest. You may also test your documentary in your 
assigned judging room before judging begins on contest day. 
 
Set-Up 
Use your 5-minute set-up time to log into the public drive where you saved your documentary, 
test the equipment, and adjust sound levels. 
 
Please note: All equipment must be run by students. 
 
Preliminary Round Documentary Judging 
Documentaries are open to the public. Entering and exiting the judging room is restricted to the 
5-minute window between documentaries. Cell phones and other mobile devices must be 
silenced. 
 
Judges will conduct the interview with students in the 5-minute window after the documentary 
concludes. 
 
Note: Documentary judging is an open process. Guardians, teachers, and other students may 
attend preliminary round documentary screenings. 
 
Final Round Documentary Judging 
Documentary students do not participate in the final round.  
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Exhibit (Click here to view the exhibit evaluation form) 
 
Arrival 
Check in at the table near the front entrance. You MUST check in prior to setting up your exhibit. 
Do not bring your exhibit board to the check-in table. 
 
Locate your entry number in the exhibit judging room and proceed with set-up. 
 
What to Bring 
Your exhibit board and any tools or materials you need for set-up. 
 
Exhibit Set-Up 
If your exhibit requires walk-around space, please note that in your zFairs registration prior to 
the regional contest. 
 
Bring a 50-foot (or longer) extension cord and power strip if your exhibit requires electricity. 
Please note the need for electricity in the zFairs registration prior to the regional contest. 
 
Your exhibit must be judge-ready before judging begins. 
 
Please note: Students may have help carrying exhibits and lifting them onto tables. However, 
students must set up exhibits themselves once they are on the tables. 
 
Preliminary Round Exhibit Judging 
Report to the exhibit judging room five minutes before your scheduled judging time, then 
proceed to your exhibit board one minute before your assigned judging time. Your judges will 
greet you there, then conduct your interview. Please exit the exhibit judging room immediately 
following your interview.  
 
Please note: Exhibit judging is a closed process due to space limitations. Parents or guardians, 
teachers, and other students are not permitted in the exhibit judging room during 
 
Final Round Exhibit Judging 
Exhibit students do not participate in the final round.  
 
Exhibit Take-Down 
Remove your exhibit from the exhibit judging room once final round judging is complete. See 
page 15 for details on when the exhibit judging room is open for tear-down. If you are 
unavailable during this time, you must make arrangements for a teacher or classmate to remove 
your exhibit. NHD in Iowa is not responsible for any exhibits left behind. 
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Paper (Click here to view the paper evaluation form) 
 
Arrival 
Check in at the table near the front entrance. 
 
What to Bring 
You may bring a copy of your paper to the regional contest for your own reference; however, 
judges do not need copies of your paper, as they have access to it prior to the contest. 
 
Preliminary Round Paper Judging 
Report to your assigned judging room five minutes before your scheduled judging time. Your 
judges will meet you at the door and will proceed with the interview.  
 
Final Round Paper Judging 
Paper students do not participate in the final round.  
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Performance (Click here to view the performance evaluation form) 
 
Arrival 
Check in at the table near the front entrance. You MUST check in prior to bringing your 
costumes and props in. Do not bring your costumes and props to the check-in table. 
 
Bring your costumes and props to the performance storage area after checking in. They can be 
stored there until five minutes prior to your assigned judging time. They can be returned to the 
performance storage area after your performance. 
 
What to Bring 
Any costumes, props, backgrounds, or set pieces needed for your performance. 
 
Please note: NHD in Iowa and its partners cannot provide props or set pieces for you. If you 
need a projector for your performance, you are responsible for providing it. 
 
Set-Up 
If you have the first  judging time of the contest, set up your props and set pieces in your 
assigned room no later than five minutes before judging begins. Store your props in the 
performance storage area after your performance. 
 
For later judging times, store your props and set pieces in the performance storage area until 
five minutes prior to your assigned judging time. You can return your props and set pieces to the 
storage room after your performance. 
 
Please note: Students may have help carrying props and set pieces to the judging room. 
However, students are required to complete all set-up in the judging room without assistance 
from parents or teachers. If you have concerns or accessibility requests, please contact 
NHD.Iowa@iowa.gov prior to the contest.  
 
Preliminary Round Performance Judging 
Performance judging is open to the public. Entering and exiting the judging room is restricted to 
the 5-minute window between performances. Cell phones and other mobile devices must be 
silenced. 
 
Judges will conduct the interview in the 5-minute window after the performance concludes. 
 
Please note: Performance judging is an open process. Guardians, teachers, and other students 
may attend preliminary round performances. 
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Final Round Performance Judging 
Check the preliminary round judging results to learn if you advanced to the final round. See 
page 15 for details on when the final round entries and applicable judge times and locations will 
be posted. 
 
If you advance to the final round, note the time and location of your final judging session. 
 
If you advance to the final round, you will perform again. However, there is no interview during 
the final round. 
 
Performance Take-Down 
If you do not advance to the final round, please remove your costumes, props, and set pieces 
from the performance storage area during the lunch break, the designated performance 
tear-down break, or after the awards ceremony. See page 15 for these times.  
 
If you advance to the final round, please remove your costumes, props, and set pieces following 
your performance before you exit the performance judging room.  
 
NHD in Iowa is not responsible for any costumes, props, and set pieces left behind. 
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Website (Click here to view the website evaluation form) 
 
Arrival 
Check in at the table near the front entrance. 
 
What to Bring 
You do not need to bring a laptop with you. Judges will view websites prior to the regional 
contest.  
 
Preliminary Round Website Judging 
Report to your assigned judging room five minutes prior to your scheduled judging time. Your 
judges will meet you at the door and conduct your interview during your assigned judging time.  
 
Final Round Website Judging 
Website students do not participate in the final round.  
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